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DOI LOI CHIA SE TU IRED BOOKS

Quy vi dang cam trén tay mot trong nhirng tap sich ndm trong
b0 “bién nién st” d6 s vé cac nén vin minh trai dai trong suét
2.500 ndm lich st ctia nhan loai: “LICH SU’ VAN MINH THE GIOT
- THE STORY OF CIVILIZATION” - m{t trong nhitng b sach
vé lich st cac nén vin minh thanh cong nhit va phé bién nhét
ttr treéc dén nay trén thé gidr!

Hau nhuw ai trong chiing ta cting mudn tré thanh con ngudi
van minh, gia dinh nao cing mu6n tré thanh gia dinh van minh,
t0 chirc nao cting mudn tré thanh t6 chtrc van minh, dat nwéc
nao ciing mudn tré thanh quéc gia van minh.

Nhuwng thé nao 1a “vdn minh”, va lam sao chdng ta c6 thé
tim hiéu va hoc héi tir cAc nén vian minh trén thé gi¢i tiv c6 chi
kim, tir Dong sang TAy mot cach nhanh nhét va tron ven nhét
dé lam giau van minh cta chinh minh, gia dinh minh, t6 chtc
minh va dan tdc minh?

Loi dap ndm & Bo sach LICH SU VAN MINH THE GIOT -
THE STORY OF CIVILIZATION cta tac gia Will & Ariel Durant
ma IRED Books da ky cong mua ban quyén, t6 chirc bién dich,
chu gidi va lan dau tién xuat ban tron b tai Viét Nam. B) sach
nay dic biét khong chi dwoc viét cho gi¢i nghién ciru, hoc
thuét hay gi¢i thirc gid, ma con dwore viét cho doc gid dai chung
nhdm gitp dong ddo moi ngudi 6 thé tiép cin véi cac nén van
minh tiéu biéu trong lich st nhan loai.



DE hoan tit bd The Story of Civilization bao gom 11 Phan nay
(m6i Phin trung binh gdm 3-5 Tap sach), tac gid Will Durant &
Ariel Durant da don moi tAm strc va lam viéc miét mai sudt gan
nira thé ky (tir 1929 dén 1975) d€ tao nén mdt thé loai m&i ma
ho goi la “lich st tich hop” (integral history) théng qua ngoi bit
“ké chuyén” bac thiy, nhdm thé hién mot cich sinh dong
nhit nhirng gi da gop phin vao viéc hinh thanh, phat trién va
ca sy suy tan clia cic nén van minh.

Chuang ta khéng nhét thiét phai doc tr ddu dén cubi theo
thi tw tirng Phan hay tirng Tap hay tirng Chwong ctia B sach
ndy, ma nguwdi doc cé thé dé dang chon doc dé tim hiéu bat ky
giai doan lich st hay bat ky nén van minh nao trong B sach
ma minh quan tAm, nhw thé day mot cudn “ttr dién van minh”
day nhirng trai nghiém mang lai cho ching ta nhitng hiéu biét
c6 dong vé cac nén van minh trai dai trong lich st nhan loai.

Chinh vi thé, cong trinh truyén doi nay da dé dang di vao
1ong ngwdi doc trén khip thé gi¢i va mang trong minh tinh
kinh dién & bat hi clia n6, bdi 1€ hiém co ai danh tron cude
doi minh nhw 6ng ba Durant d€ 1am ra bd sach lich st van
minh d6 s6 nhw vay. Xuyén suét chiéu dai 2.500 ndm lich st,
b6 sach mo t4 vin minh cta tirng thoi dai khac nhau, thé hién
mot quan niém ti€én bd va hai hoa vé cach doc va cach hiéu
lich stt, v&i dy du cac khia canh khong chi bao gdm céc cudc
chién tranh, dién bién chinh tri, ti€u st clia nhitng vi nhan hay
nhitng i d6, ma con ca van hoa, nghé thudt, triét hoc, ton gido,
va ca sy trdi day cla thoéng tin dai ching.

Do d6, ching ta cé thé goi bd Lich str Van minh Thé gi6i nay
12 mdt trong nhitng b ghi chép vé lich stt vin minh thanh céng
nhét va phd bién dai chting nhat tir trwérc dén nay. Phan 10 cla
bd sach nay dd dworc trao gidi Pulitzer nim 1968 vé thé loai
phi hw cdu; sau d6 tac gia bg sach da dwoc Téng théng Gerald
Ford trao huan chwong cao quy nhéit ctia Chinh phtt My danh
cho c4 nhan, Huan chwong Ty do cha Téng thong nam 1977.

ix



Bo Lich st Vdn minh Thé gi¢i da thanh céng ngoai strc
twdng twong, da dwoc dich ra nhiéu ngbn ngtr, xuit ban &
nhiéu nwéc trén thé gi¢ri va 1a bo sach khong thé thiéu & vo s6
cac thw vién 16n nhé trén khép toan ciu. Va nay, Bo sach da
dwoc IRED Books hoan tat viéc mua ban quyén, t6 chirc dich
thudt va cha gidi tron bo bang Tiéng Viét danh riéng cho doc
gid Viét Nam dé€ co thé ciing dworc trai nghiém “bién nién s’
nay ctia nhan loai. C6 thé ndi, viéc dich bo sach nay ra tiéng
nuwéc minh chinh 13 mong muén clia nhiéu quéc gia d€ gop
phan gitip ngudi dan ning cao kién thirc va cAm thirc vé cac
nén van minh quan trong nhét trong lich st nhan loai, tir d6
rut ra bai hoc quy gia cho chinh minh va cho ca dan tdc minh.

Néu ban dang cim trén tay tap sach nay, thi c6 thé néi rang
ban dang cAm trén tay mot “manh ghép bat bién” cta lich str.
Néu swu thm day du 11 Phéan clia ca Bo sach nay, thi c6 thé noi
rang ban doc dang chira cA mot “kho tang lich st vin minh
nhan loai” trong ti séch nha minh. B&i 1€, tit ca moi thir déu c6
thé thay d6i, nhung lich st thi khong. Chinh vi thé, dii khong
thé tranh khdi nhitng khuyét thiéu nhét dinh, nhwng bd sach
nay van sé trwdng ton vé mat gid tri va séng mai theo thdi gian.

T/M IRED Books
GIAN TU TRUNG
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Ty gia cac loai tién té

Khong c6 cong thirc nao dé tinh ty gia cac loai tién té: Cach
day hai tram ndm, cac dong tién c6 cing tén goi nhw ngay
nay thwdng cd gia cao hon by gior nhiéu, nhwng ciing c6 khi
thdp hon. Trong lich stt, dong tién ludn bi lam phat, du day
chi la mot phwong cach quen thudc nham tra cdc mén ne cia
chinh pht qua nhirng dot gidm gia tién té dwoc 1dp di 1ap lai;
nhwng khai niém cho rdng trong qua khi* hang héa ré hon
ngay nay c6 1& xuat phat tir 1ong yéu mén mot thdri xa xwa; vé
mit lao dong bd ra d€ kiém tién mua chiing thi thwong 1a méac
hon. Né6i chung, v&i nhiéu ngoai 1é va sai biét gitra cac qudc
gia, chting ta c6 thé tinh ty gi4 ctia mot 6 tién té Au chau vao
thoi bdy gidr so véi dong d6 la My vao ndm 1965 nhw sau:

xii

carolin, 22,5% lira, 1,25%
cigliato, 6,25% livre, 1,25%
crown, 6,25% louis d’or, 25,00%
dopio, 25,00% mark, 1,25%
ducat, 12,50% penny, 0,10$

écuy, 3,75%
florin, 2,50%
franc, 1,25%

groschen, 14 cent

guilder, 5,25%
guinea, 26,25%
gulden, 5,00$

kreuzer, 1/2 cent

pistole, 12,50%
pound, 25,00%
reale, 0,25%
ruble, 10,00%
rupee, 4,00%
shilling, 1,25%
sol, 1,25%

sou, 5 cent
thaler, 5,25%



Chuong 1
CACH MANG CONG NGHIEP

I. Nguyén do

Tai sao cudc Cach mang Céng nghiép xay dén & Anh dau tién?
B&i 1é Anh tredérc d6 da thang cac cudc chién 16m & Luc dia
dong thoi van gitr dwgc mién dit ctia minh tranh khoi con
tan phd ctia chién tranh; b&1i I€ Anh gianh dwoc thé kiém soat
ving bién va tir d6 thau tém dwec nhiéu thudc dia, nhirng
x(r cung &ng nguyén liéu thd va cdc mit hang thanh phadm
can thiét; bdi 1€ quan doi, ham doi, va dan s6 ngay cang tang
cta ho mang dén mét thi tredng mé rong thém cho cac san
phdm cong nghiép; bdi 1& cic phwdng hoi nghé khong thé
dap rng dwoc nhirng nhu cAu ngay cang tang nay; boi 1é 1gi
nhuan tir hoat dong buén ban noi vién phwong da tich liy
von tw ban ma gior dang kiém tim nhirng con dwdng dau tw
mé&i; bdi 1€ Anh cho phép hang quy toc x& minh - cing gia
san ctia ho - tham gia vao thwong nghiép va cong nghiép;
béi 1é viec dat trong trot ngay cang dwoc thay thé bang dat
dong c6 chin tha khién cho bao nong phu bd ruong dong dé
dén chdén thi thanh, noi ho dugc sung vao lyc lwong cin lao
san sang lam viéc cho cc cong xwdng; bdi 1€ khoa hoc & Anh
dwoc din dao bdi nhitng ngudi theo khuynh hwéng thyc
tién, mic du & Luc dia, dau dau ngwdi ta ciing lam khoa hoc
theo 16i nghién ctru triru twrgng; va boi 18 Anh c6 mot chinh
thé 1ap hién nhay cdm v&i nhitng loi ich kinh doanh, va 1o
m¢ nhan thiy rang néu ho dat Cach mang Cong nghiép lén



Will va Ariel Durant

hang wu tién, nwéc Anh han sé tr¢ thanh tha linh chinh tri
cta thé gi¢i Tay phwong trong hon mét thé ky.

Viéc nwérc Anh kiém soét cac viing bién da khéi dau bang
chuyén ho danh bai ham d6i Armada ctia TAy Ban Nha;' thé
kiém so4t nay con dwgc kéo dai thém nira nhér nhitng chién
thang tru¢rc Ha Lan trong nhitrng cudc chién tranh Anh - Ha
Lan, va trwéc Phap trong cudc Chién tranh Ké vi Tay Ban
Nha; va cudc Chién tranh Bady Nam da bién cong cudc giao
thwong hang hai gan nhw tré thanh chd doc quyén ctia nguwoi
Anh. M6t hai quan bat kha bai d4 bién eo bién Anh thanh mot
con hao che chdn danh cho “phdo dai do Ty nhién dwng lén
nay... chong lai sy 1y nhiém va ban tay chién tranh.”* Nén
kinh t&€ Anh khong chi tranh dwgc nhitng con phé hoai cta
binh linh, ma né con dwec nudi dwdng va khudy dong nher
¢ cac nhu cau cta quan doi Anh Qudc va dong minh & Luc
dia; thé nén dan dén viéc khuéch treong dic biét nganh dét
va nganh luyén kim, va nguoi ta cang doi hoi c6 thém nhiéu
mday moc, c6 thém nhiéu cong xwdng hon niva dé thyc hién
san xudt hang hoa.

Viéc ki€ém soat viung bién tao diéu kién cho cudc chinh
phuc thudc dia. Canada va nhirng khu virc phong nhiéu nhat
An Do roi vao tay Anh nhw 1a thanh qué ctia cudc Chién tranh
Bay Nam. Nhirng chuyén hai trinh nhw cta Thuyén tredng
Cook (1768-1776) da thau vé cho D& quéc Anh nhirng hon
dao hiru ich vé mat chién lwec trong chién tranh va mau dich.
Chién thing ctia Rodney trirérc Grasse (1782) da xac 1ap thé
théng tri cia Anh ddi v&i Jamaica, Barbados, va Bahamas.
New Zealand bj thau tém nim 1787, Uc nim 1788. Nhitng
x(¢ thudc dia va nhitng chdén hai ngoai khac da mang dén
cho cong nghiép Anh mdt thi tredng ngoai quoc vo song &
thé ky XVIII. Thwong nghiép v&i nhitng viing dinh cw cla

i Tén day du cda ham déi nay la Grande y Felicisima Armada (Great and
Most Fortunate Navy). [Moi cudc chi, néu khéng néu tén ai khac, déu
thudc vé ngudi dich.]



Céch mang céng nghiép

ngwdi Anh & Bac My da tuyén dung 1.078 con tau va 29.000
ngw dan.> London, Bristol, Liverpool, va Glasgow phat dat
& vai tro cang khau chinh cho hoat dong méiu dich Dai Tay
Dwong nay. Nhitng x& thudc dia nhan méat hang thanh phim
va gl lai thirc an, thudc 14, gia vi, tra, lua, vai bong, nguyén
liéu thd, vang, bac, va da quy. Nghi vién ding thué quan cao
nhdm han ché viéc nhap kh&u hang ngoai, va lam théi chi
sw phét trién clia nén cong nghiép thudc dia va cong nghiép
Ireland vOn canh tranh v&i Anh Quéc. Khong loai phi noi dia
nao (nhw nhirng loai phi gay tré ngai cho mau dich néi dia &
Phép) can tré dong chdy hang héa di qua Anh, Scotland, va
Wales; nhirng ving dit nay lam nén mot khu viec mau dich
tw do 1én nhét & Tay Au. Cac ting 1¢&p thwong lwu va trung
lwu tan hwdng cudc sdng phon thinh bac nhit, va tin huéong
mdt mai lyc von 1a mot yéu t6 kich thich bd sung cho viéc san
xudt cong nghiép.

Cac phuong hoi nghé khong dt nang lywc dap ng nhu
cAu clia c4c thi treomg dang mé rong & trong nwée 1an ngoai
nuwée. Nhitng phwdng hoi nay dwoce kién 1ap chtt yéu nhdam
cung (rng cac vat dung can thiét cho cac khu d6 thj ty trj va
cac viing quanh né; ho deo gdng cum cta nhitng quy dinh
xwa cll vOn géy théi chi cho viéc sang ché, canh tranh, va hoat
dong kinh doanh; ho khong dt lyc dé thu mua nguyén li¢éu
tho tir nhitng ngudn vién phwong, hodc dé kiém dwoc von tw
ban can d€ m& rong san xuit, hodc dé tinh toan, thu dworc,
ho#c @4t hang & nuéc ngoai. Dan dan, cac cht phwdng hoi bi
thay thé bing nhirng tay “dw todn™ (doanh nghiép), nhitng
nguwdi biét cach gy von, dy liéu hay tao nén nhu cau, gianh
dwoc nguyén liéu tho, va biét cach t6 chirc may méc va con
ngwdi phuc vu viéc sdn xut cho cac thi tredong & khdp moi
viing mién trén dia cau.

Tién bac dwoc cung &ng nh¢ s6 1gi nhudn ctia hoat déng
thwong nghiép hay tai chinh, nh¢ chién lgi phdm va tau

i Chir goc: “projector”.
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cuép bién, nh¢ viéc khai thac hay nhip vang bac, nhér lwong
tai san kéch su trong viéc budn ban no 1é hodc & cac thudc
dia. Ngwdi Anh ra di trong cdnh ban han, mot s6 tré vé trong
canh glau sang. Ttr ndm 1744 da c6 mu¢i lam nguwdi dan Ong,
khi tré vé tir mién Ty An, d4 c6 d0 tién dé mua phiéu bau
vao Ngh1 vién;? va t&i nam 1780 nhitng tay “nabob”,’ ngay
truedrc von phat tai & An Do, nay tré thanh mot thé lyc trong
Vién Thi¢ dan. Phéan 1&én mé cha cai ngoai lai nay danh cho
viéc dau tw. Va trong khi & Phép, gi¢i quy tdc bi cAm tham
gia vao thwong nghiép hay cong nghiép, thi & Anh, quy toc lai
dworc phép; va b clia cai ¢ goc ré tir dit dai sé ting tién thém
théng qua dau tw vao sy nghiép kinh doanh; do d6 Céng twére
Bridgewater da danh liéu s6 ctia thira ké ciia minh dé€ dau tw
vao khai thac than. Hang nghin ngwdi Anh gii tién tiét kiém
vao ngan hang, tir d6, cac ngan hang cho vay v&i mirc lai
sudt thap. Gi¢i cho vay & khdp moi noi. Gi¢i chi ngan hang
kh&am ph4 ra rdng cich dé nhit dé kiém tién 1a xoay x& tién
ctia ngwdi khac. C6 hai mwoi ngan hang & London nam 1750,
nam muoei vao nam 1770, bdy mwoi vao nam 1800.4 Burke
suy tinh c6 mwi hai ngan hang & ngoai 6 London nam 1750,
nim 1793 c6 bén tram ngan hang.s Tién gidy lam tang thém
lwong phin hoa di thu phin; ndm 1750 né chiém hai phan
tram s0 tién té; ndm 1800 1a 10 phén tram.°® Tién tich trir thi
van may & viéc dau tw khi thwong nghiép va céng nghiép
thong bao sO cd tirc gia ting cia minh.

Nhiéu ctra hang va cong xwdng cang ngay cang nhan bdi
nén can thém ngwdi. Nguon ty nhién cho viéc cung &ng lao
dong da tdng 1én nh¢ viéc ngady cang c6 nhiéu gia dinh noéng
thon khong con kha ndng kiém song trén dong rudng. Nganh
cong nghiép len dang phat dat thi doi hoi nhiéu len; cang ltc
cang nhiéu khu dat bi bién tir dat trong trot sang dit dong co

i "Nabob” 1a tén goi chi nhitng ngudi lam giau & phuagng Bong, dac biét
3 An Do,



Céch mang céng nghiép

chén tha; ctru thay thé nguwdi; Auburn ctia Goldsmith! khong
chi 13 ngbi lang bi bé hoang duy nhit & Anh Qudc. Ttr ndm
1702 dén 1760, da c6 246 dao luat do Nghi vién ban ra nham uy
quyeén cho viéc loai bé bon tram mau Anh ra khoi s6 dit trong
trot; tir ndm 1760 dén 1810, c6 2.438 dao luat nhw thé, gay tac
dong dén gan ndm triéu miu Anh.” Khi may moéc lam néng
dworc cdi thién, nhitng khu dat nho trd thanh thit chang ai
ham, b&i vi ho khong thé diing hodc chi trd cho nhirng cd may
md&i; hang nghin néng dan ban dat va di lam cong cho nhirng
nong trai quy mo lén hodc trong nhirng nha méay nong thon
ho#c vao thanh phé. Nhirng ndng trai 16m, c6 phwong thirc lam
viéc, 16i t6 chirc va may moc tot hon, c6 legng san xuit trung
binh mdi miu Anh nhiéu hon so v&i nhitng ndng trai thoi quéa
khir, nhwng chiing gan nhw quét sach hét cic tiéu dién cha,
nong dan c6 dat, nhirng ngwdi tirng la xwong song clia nwéde
Anh vé mat kinh t€, quén sy, va dao dtc. Trong khi d6, lubng
di dan tir Ireland va Luyc dia da b6 sung thém dan 6ng, dan ba,
va tré em, von 1a nhitng ngwdi sé canh tranh nhau kiém viéc
lam trong c4c cong xwdng.

Khoa hoc chi thtt mét vai tro khiém nhwong trong cudc
chuyén héa kinh t€ cia nwr¢c Anh thé ky XVIIL. Nhirng nghién
ctru clia Stephen Hales vé khi, clia Joseph Black vé nhiét va
hoi nwére, da gitp Watt cai thién dong co hoi nwére. Hiép hoi
Hoang gia London (Royal Society of London) c6 thanh phan
cht yéu 1a nhitng nguwdi c6 dau 6c thye tién, von chudng
nhirng nghién ctru c6 hira hen mang lai ¢ng dung cho cong
nghiép. Nghi vién Anh Qudc cling d€ tam dén nhirng nghién
ctru vé vat chit; du Nghi vién chiu chi phéi cua giéi dia ch,
nhung nhiéu ngudi trong s6 d6 c6 nhing tay vao thwong
nghiép hay cong nghiép, va hau hét cac nghi si déu dé bi
lung lac b&i 1&i cau xin va qua cap ctia gi¢i kinh doanh nham
tha 16ng nhirng han ché ma céc chinh pht trwedrc d6 da datra

i Chilang Auburn trong bai tho “The Deserted Village” (Ngbi lang bi b
hoang) cta thi sT Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774).
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do6i v&i nén kinh té€. Nhitng ngwdi cd xty kinh doanh tw do va
mau dich ty do - va cd xty viéc dé€ cho lwong bong va gia ca
dwoc ty do tang giam theo luat cung cau - da gianh dwoc sy
hau thuén ctia mét s6 vi lanh dao trong nghi vién, va nhitng
hang rao phap 1i d6i v&i viéc lan tod thwong nghiép va san
xudt nay dan dan dwgc thdo d@. Tat cd nhirng dieu kién tién
quyét cho wu tién ctia nieéc Anh trong cudc Cach mang Cong
nghiép lac nay da dworc thiee hién.

II. Cac thanh to

Nhirng yéu t6 nguyén liéu ctia Cach mang Cong nghiép la
sat, than d4, van tdi, may moc, ning lwong, va cong xwdng.
Ty nhién th vai tro ctia minh & chd cung cip cho nwéc Anh
nhirng th nhw sat, than, va nhitng thty 10. Nhung sit khi
duwgc dwa dén tir cac khu moé van con nhiéu tap chit ma, thi
ngwdi ta can phai loai bd bang cach néu chay - ndu chay hay
dot chady bang ltra. Than da ciing 1an dy tap chat; nhirng tap
chét nay dugc loai bé bdng cach nung néng hay “ndu” than
d4 cho dén khi n6 tré thanh than c6c. Quing sat, dworc nung
néng va lam sach dén nhiéu cip dd khac nhau bang cach dét
than c0c, sé tr¢’ thanh gang hay thép.

Dé ting nhiét, Abraham Darby da dyng (1754 f.) nhirng
céi 10 cao trong dé khong khi can thiét dworc cdp cho ltra tir
cap ong bé dworec van hanh bdi mot banh thiy lyc. Nam 1760,
John Smeaton thay cic dng bé bing mdt may bom ép khi
duoc truyén dong mot phan nhy nwéc, mot phan nhé hoi
nwérc; cai bé ép khi lién tuc nay da nang san lwong sit cong
nghiép tir 12 tdn dén 42 tdn mdi 10 mdi ngay.® Sat tré nén ré
ding mirc d€ dwoc dung theo hang tram cach méi; do vay,
nam 1763, Richard Reynolds xay tuyén dwong st dau tién
dwoc ghi nhan - nhitng thanh ray sit cho phép céc toa tau
thé chd ngya thd trong viéc van chuyén than da va quang
kim loai.
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Lic nay day bat dau mot théi ky ctia cac dng cht do sit ndi
danh, von sé thong tri khung canh cong nghiép va kiém dwoc
nhirng gia san kéch st nh¢ diing sat cho nhiéu muc dich c6 vé
trong la lung doi véi thir kim loai d6. Thé 14 John Wilkinson va
Abram Darby II bic chiéc ciu sit dau tién ngang séng Severn
(1779). Wilkinson lam nwéc Anh thich tht bang viéc dé xuit
¥ twdng lam mot con tau sit; mot s6 ngwdi con bdo d6ng mat
tri roi; nhung, dwa vao nhirng nguyén li do Archimédeés thiét
lap, 6ng da dung cac tAim kim loai rdp thanh con tau sit dau
tién dwoc ghi nhan trong lich st (1787). Gi¢i thwong gia tw
nwéc ngoai dén dé xem va hoc héi nhirng cong trinh 16m
dwoc thiét deng nén bdi Wilkinson, Richard Crawshay, hay
Anthony Bacon. Birmingham, nim gan nhiéu lép tram tich
than d4 va sit, tré thanh trung tim dan dau nén cong nghiép
sat & Anh. Tt nhitng ctra hang nhw thé, cic cong cu va may
mo&c m&i, manh hon, bén hon va dang tin cay hon, dwoc d6
vao cac ctra hang va cong xwdng ciia Anh Quoc.

Than d4 va sit thi ndng, van chuyén t6n kém ngoai trir
bang dwdng thity. Mot ber bién 16m siu cho phép van tai hang
hai dén dwoc nhiéu thanh phé trong diém clia Anh Quéc. bé
dwa nguyén liéu va sdn phdm dén céc thi trin xa bd bién va
xa nhitng thiy 16 di tau dworc, mot cudc cach mang vé van tai
can phai dwgc thye hién. Khau van chuyén hang héa trén dat
lién van con gip khé khin mic du c6 mang lwdi cdng thu phi
dwong bd (turnpike). Nhitng con dwong thu phi nay lam
ting gdp doi t6c do trung chuyén va ddy nhanh hoat dong
mau dich trong nwéc. Nhirng con ngya thod dwoc thay bang
xe ngwa kéo, va viéc di lai trén lwng ngwa nhudng chd cho
nhitng cd xe ngwa ché khach. Tuy vy, nhitng cong thu phi
nay lai dé cho doanh nghiép tw nhan lam cong viéc bao tri, va
chiing nhanh chéng bi hw hai.

i Ho lay tén goi [“turnpike”] ndy ti nhitng loai clra xoay gan day coc
nhon ding dé can dudng di cho dén khi ngudi di tra phi.® [Durant]
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Thé nén giao thong thwong mai van chudng dwdng thiy
hon. Céac thiy 16 dwoc nao vét @€ dung dwore nhirng con tau
hang nang, va cac con sbng va cac thi tran dwoc gén két nhau
bang hé théng kénh dao. James Brindley, von khéng hoc qua
tredng 16p hay chuyén moén, da tir mot anh the c6i xay mu
chir tién than thanh mot ki sw kénh dao néi troi thdi Ay, bing
thién khiéu vé co hoc cia minh da gidi quyét nhitng vin deé
vé viéc dwa kénh dao di qua cAc thiy moén va cic dwdng ham
va dwa lén trén cic c6ng dan nwéc. Quing 1759-1761, 6ng
xay dyng mot kénh dao d€ mang than da tir cic khu mé ctia
Cong twére Bridgewater & Worsley dén Manchester; kénh dao
nay giap gidm mot nra gia than d4 & Manchester, va gop
phén trong yéu cho viéc bién thanh pho d6 thanh mét tha
phtd cong nghiép. Mot trong nhirng cdnh tweng nhw tranh
vé & Anh thé ky XVIII 1a mot con tau di chuyén doc kénh dao
Brindley-Bridgewater dwgc dan di bing mét cong din cao 99
bo' phia trén song Irwell & Barton. Nam 1766, Brindley bt
dau lam Kénh Grand Trunk bang cach néi S6ng Trent véi
song Mersey, va con kénh nay sé mé ra mét dwong thay di
tir Bién Ireland bing ngang mién Trung nwéc Anh dén Bic
Hai. Nhirng kénh dao khéc két noi con séng Trent v&i song
Thames, va két ndi Manchester véi Liverpool. Trong khoang
thoi gian 30 ndm, hang tram kénh dao méi d4 1am gidm rét
nhiéu chi phi giao thong thwong mai & Anh Quéc.

Xét vé nguyén vat liéu, nhién liéu, va van tai, cudc Cach
mang Cong nghiép co viéc ké tiép phai lam 1a nhan boi hang
héa. Nhu ciu vé may moc dé gia ting san xuit trong nganh
dét tré nén vo cung Ién. Ngwdi ta mudn cb cai mac, con binh
linh va thi€u nit cAn phai bi mé hodc vi nhirng b dong phuc.
Vai béng vao nwéc Anh v&i sd lwgong ngay cang tdng - ba
triéu pound ndm 1753, 32 triéu nam 1789; lao dong thu cong
khong thé xtr 1i s6 bong nay thanh nhitng mat hang hoan
thién kip ltic dé dap rng nhu ciu. Sy phén chia lao déng vén

i Khoang han 30m.
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da hinh thanh trong nhirng nganh may mac gi¢r day goi nén
va xtc tién chuyén sang ché may moc.

John Kay da khéi sy qua trinh co gi¢i héa nganh dét
bang “con thoi bay” (flying shuttle) ctia 6ng (1733), va Lewis
Paul d4 co gi¢i hoa cong doan quay tor bang hé théng cac
truc can (1738). Nam 1765, James Hargreaves x(t Blackburn,
Lancashire, thay déi vi tri cia banh xe quay to tir chiéu doc
sang chiéu ngang, dit banh nay lén trén banh kia, xoay tdm
banh bang mot rong roc va mot day dai, va dét tAm sgi cling
ltc; 6ng cho thém nhiéu lyc vao nhiéu con sudt hon nira dén
khi “jenny quay to” cia 6ng (Jenny la vor 6ng) dét dwoc cing
lac 8o s¢i. Nhirng ther quay tor bang tay s¢r rang cai may ki
khoi nay sé khién ho mat viéc va khong kiém &n dwoc; ho phé
v cdc cd may cta Hargreaves; 6ng théo chay thuc mang dén
Nottingham, noi nhitng chiéc may jenny cta o6ng dwgc lap
dit do tinh trang thiéu nhan cong. Téi ndm 1788, c6 20.000
jenny & Anh Qudc, va banh xe quay to dang trén dwong tré
thanh vat trang tri lang man.

N#m 1769, Richard Arkwright, theo dé xuit clia nhiéu thg
may, da phat trién mét “khung thiy lwc” ma nhe d6 thuay lyc
sé 1am di chuyén c4c th¢ vai bong gitra hai truc can lién tiép
vOn sé cing kéo cac thé vai thanh loai s¢i chat hon, cing
hon. Khodng nam 1774, Samuel Crompton két hop jenny cta
Hargreaves va truc can ctia Arkwright thanh mét cd mdy lai
hop ma nhitng ké hom hinh nwéc Anh sé goi 1a “con la cta
Crompton”: chuyén dong lui tién luan phién ctia cac con subt
xoay vong sé lam cing, xodn va cufn soi to, ]am cho né cé
dwoc do manh va do bén t6t hon; quy trinh nay dén thoi
chiing ta' van con 1a nguyén tic clia may dét phirc tap nhat.
Jenny va khung thity lyc nay dwoc lam béng gb; con la, sau
nam 1783, ding céc truc can va banh xe bang kim loai, va tré
nén du chic chdn dé chiu dworc tdc dd va stirc cang cta hoat
dong sinh cong.

i TUc thoi diém xuat ban cudn sach nay, khoang thap nién 1960.
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Méy dét hoat dong bang nhitng thanh quay va tai trong
trwdrc d6 da dugc st dung & DPlrc va Phap, nhwng ndm 1787
Edmund Cartwright xdy dwng & Doncaster mdt cong xwdng
nho trong d6 20 mdy dét dwgc van hanh nho strc vin dong cia
loai vat. Nam 1789, ong thé nha may dién nay bang dong cor
hoi nwére. Hai ndm sau dng gia nhap cing mot s6 ngudi ban
& Manchester dé lap mét cong xwdng lén trong d6 400 may
dét dwoc chay béng hoi nwée. O day givi the thuyén ciing
noi loan; ho dot trui cong xwdng va doa giét nhirng ngwdi t6
chitc. Trong thap nién tiép sau do, nhiéu mday dét dwgc dung
1én, ddm ddy loan dap nat mot s6 méy, mot s6 may van con d6
va dworc nhan boi 1én; may méc da chién thang.

Nwéc Anh duwgce phu tree cho cong nghiép nhd thuy lyc
tr vd van con song vén dwoc chu cip nwéc tir nhirng con
mua dw dat. Do vay, vao thé ky XVIII, nhiéu nha méy dwoc
dyng 1én & thi thanh khong nhiéu bang & mién qué, doc cing
nhirng con sudi vén cé thé dwgec ngan dap nham tao thac c6
lwc da manh dé lam xoay cac banh xe 16n. & thoi diém nay,
mot thi si c6 thé ban khodn chdng phai moi sy sé 6n hon néu
hoi nwéc chwa bao gir thé chd nwédc & vai tro lwc truyén
dong, va cong nghiép, thay vi dwoc ty hop noi thanh phd,
thi lai dworc dwa vao I14n cing néng nghiép & chén thon da.
Nhung phwong thirc sdn xuit hiéu qua hon va sinh lgi nhiéu
thé chd phwong thire it hiéu qua va it sinh lgi, va dong co hoi
nwéce (cho dén gan day cling c6 dwoc anh rye sang 1ang man)
htra hen sdn xuit hodc van tdi nhiéu hang héa va vang hon
nhitrng gi thé gi¢i bdy nay tirng chirng kién.

Péng co hoi nwéc 1a dinh diém, khong hdn 1a mot san
pham, clia Cdch mang Cong nghiép. Khong cin phai quay vé
lai v&i Heron xtr Alexandreia (ndm 200 Cong nguyén), Denis
Papin da miéu ta tit cA nhirng bd phan va nguyén ly ctia mot
dong co hoi nwére thye tién vao ndm 169o. Thomas Savery
lam mot may bom chay noi nwéc vao nam 1698. Thomas
Newcomen phat trién méy nay (1708-1712) thanh mot cb
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may; trong d6é hoi nwéc dwgce tao ra tie nwéc nung néng sé
dworc két ty lai bang mot tia nwére lanh, va sy luan phién ctia
ap suit khong khi sé ddy pit-tdng 1én xudng; “dong co khong
khi” ndy vAn con 1a chuén myc cho dén lic James Watt bién
n6 thanh mot dong co’ hoi nwére dich thye nam 1765.

Khéc véi hau hét nha phat minh thdi bdy gior, Watt 1a mot
nguwdi nghién cru ma cing la mot ngudi cd 6¢ thyc tién.
Nguwoi Ong clia Watt 1a thay gido day todn; cha cia Watt
1a kién tric sw, the dong tau, va 1a thdm phéan & thi trdn
Greenock mién TAy Nam Scotland. James khong theo hoc dai
hoc, nhwng 6ng c6 10ng hiéu ki dam chat sdng tao va cé thién
khiéu vé may moc. Mot nira thé gi¢i biét chuyén mot ngudi
mo' qué trach 6ng: “M¢ chwa tirng thiy thang bé nao nhac
lwdi nhw con:... trong mot gior qua con khdng néi mot 1o, ma
con ctr 14y cai ndp 4m nwére ra roi ddt nd vao lai, va, gio thi lai
dang gitr cai ndp va mot cai mudng bac & phia trén hoi nwérc,
xem hoi nwée béc 1én ra sao tir cai voi kia, va bat 14y roi dém
14y cac giot nwérc”* Cau chuyén nay to4t mui truyén thuyét.
Tuy vay, mot ban thdo hién con trong tay James Watt mo ta
mot thi nghiém trong d6 “cai dau ong thing dwoc cdm vao
voi mot Am Tra”; va mot ban thao khac ghi réing: “T6i 14y mot
cai 6ng tuyp thiy tinh cong va Gp né xudéng cho vao miéng 4m
tra, dau kia cho chim trong nwéc lanh.”*

O tubi 20 (1756), Watt tim cach lap than & Glasgow & vai
trd ngwoi ché tao dung cu khoa hoc. Cac phwong hoi nghé cta
thanh ph6 tir chdi khong cap gidy phép cho 6ng v&i nguyén
do rdng 6ng da khong hoan tit hét ki han hoc nghé, nhung
Trwdng Pai hoc Glasgow cho 6ng mdt phan xwdng bén trong
khudn vién trwong. Ong tham gia cac 16p gidng héa hoc cla
Joseph Black, gdy dworc tinh ban véi 6ng ta va nhan dwgc ca
tror gitip, va dic biét lwu thm dén 1y thuyét cda Black vé dn

i Tiéc Jane Muirhead, vg cia John Muirhead (hay Muirheid, ngugi cau
cla ki su James Watt), va 1a me ctia Marion Campbell, ngudi em ho va
cling 1a ngudi ban ti thud thiéu thdi cia James Watt.
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nhiét.’s Ong hoc tiéng Dirc, Phap va Y dé doc sach ngoai qudc,
bao gbm sich vé siéu hinh hoc va thi ca. Sir James Robison,
ngwdi quen biét dng thoi dy (1758), thiy kinh ngac trwéc
kién van phong pht cia Watt, va bdo, “t6i thidy mot ngwoi
tho va khong mong doi gi hon; toi tim thdy mot triét gia.”+

Ndm 1763, treong dai hoc nh¢ dng stra moét mau dong
co cia Newcomen von dwgc ding trong mot khéa hoc vat
li. Ong ngac nhién khi thdy ba phin tw nhiét cip cho may
bi lang phi: sau mdi khodng chay cta pit-tong, xy-lanh mat
nhiét do ding nwéc lanh dé lam ngung tu ngudn cip hoi
nwéc méi vao xy-lanh; qua nhiéu ning lwgng that théat dén
mirc hdu hét nha san xuét déu danh gi4 méay nay khong sinh
lgi dwore. Watt dé xuit ngung ty hoi nwéc trong mot hop
chira tach biét, von c6 nhiét do thap khéng gy anh hwdng
dén xy-lanh noi pit-téng dang di chuyén. “Binh ngwng” nay
lam téng hiéu sudt méy lén khodng 300% twong quan véi s6
nhién liéu dung dé thwc hién cong viéc. Hon nira, trong ban
tai dwng clia Watt, pit-téng di chuyén nh¢ sy treong néd cla
hoi nwére, chtr khong phai cta khi; 6ng da lam ra dwgc mot
dong co hoi nwére dich thue.

Con dwong tir nhitng sor d6 va md hinh cho dén Gng
dung thwec tién da tiéu tén 12 ndm ddi Watt. D& 1am ra nhiéu
mau thir va cai thién lién tiép cho dong co, 6ng da vay hon
1.000 bang, chu yéu tir Joseph Black, ngudi chwa bao gidr
mait niém tin & ong. John Smeaton, ban than 13 mot nha
sang ché va ki su, tién doan rang dong co cia Watt c6 thé
“khong bao gior dwgc dwa vao st dung rong rai do khé san
xudt tirng bd phan véi da dé chuén xac.”’> Nam 1765, Watt
két hon, va phai kiém thém nhiéu tién; 6ng gat sang bén sang
ché ctia minh va khéi sy di khao sat va thiét ké, vé so d6 cho
bén tau, ciu va kénh dao. Trong khi d6, Black gi¢i thiéu 6ng
v&i John Roebuck, ngwdi dang tim mét dong co’ hru hiéu hon
cai clia Newcomen dé bom nuwéc tir cic mo than da von cdp
nhién liéu cho cac xwdng lam d6 sit ctia 6ng & Carron. Nam
1767, 6ng dong ¥ trd ng gim Watt va cap von dé tao dwng cac
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dong co theo quy cach ctia Watt, d6i lai 6ng sé 1dy hai phan
ba s6 lgi nhuén tir viéc lap dit hay kinh doanh. Nhdm bao vé
moén dau tw cia ho, Watt vao ndm 1769, da yéu cau Nghi vién
cip bang sang ché von sé cho dng quyén han doc nhat déi véi
viéc san xuat dong co’ cia minh; bang sang ché dworc cip cho
6ng dén nam 1783. Ong va Roebuck thiét 14p mot dong cor
gan Edinburgh nhung tht nghé yéu kém ctia canh tho rén da
khién vy nay trér thanh mot vy thét bai; trong mot s trieong
hop, cac xy-lanh dwgc 1am cho Watt la loai c6 mot dau dwong
kinh dai hon dau kia mot phan tam inch.

Bi long dé dit thac ép, Roebuck ban ¢ phan ddi tac cua
minh cho Matthew Boulton (1773). Lic nay bat ddu mot lién
minh dang ch ¥ trong lich st tinh bang hiru cing nhw lich
stv cong nghiép. Boulton khong chi 1a nha 1y tai don thuén;
ong rat doi hirng tht chuyén cai tién phwong thirc va co’ ché
san xuat ma khi dat dwgc diéu nay 6ng da mat ca gia san.
N&m 1760, & tudi 32, 6ng két hon véi mot ngwdi dan ba giau
c6 va Ié ra nén vé hwu nghi ngoi nh¢’ thu nhdp cta ba nay;
thay vi vay, 6ng xay mot trong nhitrng nha may cong nghiép
bé thé nhit nwéc Anh, ndm & Soho, gan Birmingham, chuyén
sdn xudt nhitu loai vat dung kim loai tir ci khoa giay dén
may cai chic dai treo. D€ vin hanh may moc & 5 toa nha cta
cong xwdng, ong da cay vao thiy lirc. Ong ltc nay deé xudt thir
cong sudt hoi nwéc. Ong biét rang Watt da chirng té dwoc
tinh thi€u hiéu qua ctia dong co Newcomen, va biét dong
cor clia Watt da that bai do c6 cac xy-lanh dwoc khoan thiéu
chinh xéc. C)ng thwe hién mot cd liéu linh c6 tinh todn khi cho
rang khuyét diém nay c6 thé khic phyc dwgc. Nam 1774, 6ng
chuyén dong cor cia Watt dén Soho; nam 1775, Watt di theo
dong cor ctia minh. Nghi vién gia han bang sang ché tir ndm
1783 dén 1800.

Nam 1775, cht xwdng do sat Wilkinson sang ché mot thanh
khoan xy-lanh rdng von cho phép Boulton va Watt san xudt cac
dong co’ c6 cong suét va nang lyc trudre nay chwa tirng thay.
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Chang bao lau sau, doanh nghiép m&i nay ban dong co cho cac
nha san xudt va cac cht hAim mo khip Anh Qudc. Boswell ghé
Soho vao nam 1776, va twdong trinh lai:

Ong Hector that t6t bung dén mirc thap ting toi dé xem nhitng
cong trinh tuyét voi clia 6ng Boulton... Toi wére gi Johnson di
cling chung t6i, bdi 1é day 1a khung cdnh ma t6i hén sé ldy lam
murng vui khi chiém niém bén canh 4nh sang ctia 6ng dy. Quy
md bao la ciing d6 khéo 13p noi mot s6 cd méay hén sé “twong
phdi véi tri 6c Ki vi chia 6ng 4y”. T6i sé khong bao gidr quén
ong Boulton da té bay v&i toi rang: “T6i ban & day, thwa
ong, thir ma toan thé thé gi¢i déu ham mudn c6 trong tay
- CONG SUAT? Ong 4y c6 tam 700 ngwdi Jam viée. Toi nghi
dén 6ng 4y nhw mot tha linh nganh sit, va 6ng 4y dwdng nhw
1a mot ngudi cha d6i véi bo tdc ctia minh.*

Nhitng déng co’ ciia Watt hay con diéu chwa thoa ¥, va 6ng
lién tuc cit cong cai thién nd. Nam 1781, 6ng 1y bdng sang ché
cho mot thiét bi ma nh¢ d6 chuyén dong qua lai clia pit-tdng
dwoc chuyén hoa thanh chuyén dong xoay tron, nh¢ vay lam
cho dong co thich ng vé&i loai may moéc truyén dong thong
thwong. Nam 1782, 6ng c6 bang sang ché cho mét dong cor
tac dung kép (double-acting), trong d6 ca hai dau cia xy-lanh
nhan dwgc xung lyc tir ndi hoi va binh ngwng. Nam 1788,
ong c6 bang sang ché cho b diéu tdc li tm vén sé diéu chinh
ludng hoi nwéc dé phéat huy toc do dong bo trong dong co.
Trong sudt nhirng ndm thang thi nghiém nay, nhirng nha phat
minh kh4c tao ra nhiéu dong cor canh tranh nhau, va cho dén
nim 1783, doanh s6 clia Watt méi tra dugc ng nan cho 6ng va
bat dau sinh l&i. Khi bdng sdng ché ctia 6ng hét han, 6ng rit
khoi cong viéc dang lam, va hang Boulton & Watt dwoc nhirng
ngudi con trai ctia ho tiép néi. Watt lam ban than vui vay bang
nhirng ph4t minh nho 1é, va s6ng trong tudi gia vui thd, roi
chét ndm 1819 & tudi 83.
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C6 nhiéu phat minh khéc trong thoi dai dy sinh Iyc nay,
khi ma, nhw Dean Tucker néi, “gdn nhw moi bac thiy sian
xuat déu c6 mot phat minh cho riéng minh, va tirng ngay cai
tién phat minh clia ngwdi khac”” Ban thin Watt phat trién
mot quy trinh sao chép bdng cich ding loai mwc dinh va
dn trang gidy viét hay in xuéng mot tdm gidy moéng dwoc
lam 4m (1780). M6t trong nhitng nhan vién ctia 6ng, William
Murdock, 4p dung ddng co clia Watt vao may kéo, va dung
mot dau may mau chay tAm dim mot gior (1784). Murdock
c6 cung ¥ twdng véi Philippe Lebon cta Phép ¢ dic diém
dung khi than d€ chiéu sdng; 6ng cling thap dén cho phan
bén ngoai clia cong xwdng Soho (1798). Quang canh trong
tam cta nén kinh t€ Anh cudi thé ky XVIII 1a canh vé dong cor
hoi nwée dan dau va ddy nhanh bwéec tién, dung cho cac loai
mday & hang trdm nganh cong nghiép, din du cic co s& dét
ttr chd dung thiy lyc sang dung nang lwong hoi nwéc (1785
f.), thay d6i mién qué, xAm chiém thanh thi, phu t6i trei bang
bui than va khéi, va &n minh trong long tau d€ mang dén strc
manh m&i cho thé kiém soat ciia Anh & cac viing bién.

Hai yéu t0 khac can dé lam cho cudc cach mang dwoc hoan
toan: cong xwdng va tw ban. Nhirng thanh t6 - nhién liéu,
ning lwong, nguyén liéu, may mdc va con ngwdi - c6 thé hop
tac tot nhat khi dwgc mang dén ciing nhau trong mot toa nha
hay nha mady, trong mot t6 chirc va ky lut, dwéi treéng mot
ngudi dirng dau. Trwde day da co nhiéu cong xwdng; gio,
khi thi tredng mé rong kéu goi viéc san xuit déu din va quy
md 16n, ho nhan bdi s6 lwgng va kich c&, va “hé thong cong
xwdng” tré thanh mot tén goi cho trat ty méi trong cong
nghiép. Va khi may moc cong nghiép va nha méy tré nén ton
kém hon, nhirng ngwdi va nhirng t6 chirc nao c6 thé thu gom
hay cung cip tw ban déu sé veeon 1én vi thé quyén lyc, ngan
hang vwot 1én trén cong xwdng, va toan by khéi phirc hop
nay mang tén cha nghia tw ban - mt nén kinh t€ chju chi
phdi clia nhirng nha cung &ng tw ban. Gidr, v&i moi kich thich
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do6i v&i phat minh va canh tranh, véi viéc doanh nghiép ngay
cang thoéat khoi nhirng han ché phwong hoi va nhirng hang
rao phap ly, cugc Cach mang Céng nghiép sdn sang chinh
trang khudén mdt va bau tr¢i va linh hon Anh Quéc.

III. Hoan canh

Ca chu thué 1an ngwoi lam cong déu phai thay d6i théi quen,
ki nang va cac mo6i quan hé ctia minh. Chti thué vén di dang
lo toan cho nhiéu nguwdi hon bao gir hét, va trong vong xoay
hang héa nhanh chéng, ho mét di méi than thudc véi ngwoi
lam cong, va phai nghi dén ngwdi lam cong khong phai nhuw
nhitng ngwoi quen cung tham gia vao mot cong viéc chung,
ma nhw nhirng phan nhé trong mot qua trinh von dwoc danh
gié chi bang lgi nhuan. Hau hét canh the thi cong, treérc ndm
1760, lam viéc trong nhirng phan xwéng clia phwong hoi hodc
tai gia, tai d6, s6 gi¢r lao dong khong ctrng nhic, va ngudi ta
c6 dwoc nhirng quang ngoi nghi xen vao; va vao thu¢ ban dau
con ¢6 nhirng ki nghi 1& ma lac 4y hét thay viéc lao dong c6
tra cong déu bi Gido hoi cim doan. Ching t6i khong can phai
Iy twdng hoa hoan canh cda lép thwdng dan trede thdi Cach
mang Cong nghiép; diu vay, ching t6i c6 thé n6i rang nhirng
ndi gian khd ma moét ngwdi thuwong phai ganh chiu chinh 1a
nhitng thir c6 truyén thdng, tip quan, va trong nhiéu tredng
hop, c6 ca khi trori d€ lam diu chiing lai. Khi cudc cdng nghiép
hoa tién trién, nhitng ndi gian khé ctia ngwdi lam cong dwgc
gidm nhe bang s8 gi¢r it hon, lwong cao hon, va nhiéu 16i tiép
can hon vé&i ludng hang hoa dang gia ting tir cic cd may.
Nhuwng d6i v&i gidi lao dong Anh, nira thé ky chuyén tiép tir
tht cong va lam nghé tai gia sang cong xwdng, sau nam 1760,
chinh 14 quang thdi gian nguwdi ta bi bat tong phuc mot cach
phi nhén, d6i khi con té hon ca ché do no 1é.

Pa s6 cac cong xwdng thoi d6 can 12 dén 14 gior lam viée
mbi ngay va 6 ngay mdi tuan.’® Canh cha thué 14p luan rdng
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ngudi lao dong can phai dworc cho lao dong nhiéu gior boi 1€
ho khéng thé tin twdng chuyén ngwdi lao dong di lam déu
ddn: nhiéu the thuyén udng say khwét vao ngay Chu nhéat
dén mirc khong di lam dwgc vao thtr Hai; mot sé khac, sau
khi 1am viéc 4 ngay, lai & nha 3 ngay tiép theo. Adam Smith
giai thich rang, “viéc dung nhan cong thai qua suét bén ngay
trong tuan thwdong 1a nguyén do thwe sy cho tinh trang nhan
tan & ba ngay con lai”; 6ng canh bdo rang néu thoi gian lam
viéc kéo dai hay téc do lam viéc cao thi ngwdi lam cong co
thé bi suy sup vé thé chit 1an tinh than; va 6ng no6i thém rang
“mot ngwdi von lam viéc chirng myc dé€ c6 thé lam viéc lién
tuc sé khong chi duy tri dwgc strc khde lanh manh trong thoi
gian dai, ma trong mdt nam con x li dworc lwong cong viéc
1m0

Tat nhién, tién lwong thyc sy chi c6 thé wérc doan theo
moi lién hé vé&i gid ca. Nam 1770, mot 6 banh mi nang mot
phén tw can' & Nottingham c6 gia khodng 6 penny, mot cAn
ph6-mat hay thit heo c6 gia 4 penny, mdt can bo’ 7 penny.
Adam Smith, méi dén 1773, m&i tinh toan dwoc lwong trung
binh ctia gi¢i thg' thuyén London vao d§ khodng 10 shilling,
& nhitng trung tdm nho hon 1a 7 shilling, & Edinburgh la
5 shilling.?® Arthur Young, khodng nam 1770, twong thuat
lIwong tuan cla gi¢i the thuyén nha may Anh & nhiéu mirc
khac nhau tuy theo vung dia li, ti 6 shilling 6 penny cho dén
11 shilling. Trong twong quan véi gia ca, lwong thoi bay gior
ro rang thdp hon nhiéu so véi hién nay, nhwng mot s6 cht
thué c6 thém tién khi d6t hay tién thué nha vao tién lwong,
va mot s6 ngudi lam cong con danh mot phan thoi gio cta
ho cho chuyén lam néng. Sau ndm 1793, khi Anh khéi sy cudc
chién trwong ki véi nwére Phap thoi Cach mang, gia ca tdng
vot nhanh hon lrong, va canh nghéo khoé tré thanh diéu cyc
kynghiém trong.

i Tdc can Anh (pound).
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Nhiéu kinh té gia thé ky XVIII khuyén nghj viéc dinh dt
lwong thdp nhw mot tac nhan kich thich ngwdi ta lam viéc
déu din. Ngay ca Arthur Young, ngwdi ban long trieéc canh
nghéo kh6 ma ong chirng kién & mot s6 quan nwéc Phép,
cling tuyén bd: “Moi ngudi, trir ké ngu d6t ra, déu biét réng
nhirng tang 1&p ha lwu cin phai dwoc gitt & cadnh nghéo,
khong thi ho sé& khéng bao gidr can ci.”* Hodc, nhw mot ngudi
tén J. Smith tirng néi:

b6 1a mot thyc t€ ma nhirng ai quen thudc véi van dé ndy
cling biét r6, rdng tinh trang khan hiém, d&én mot mtrc do
nhét dinh, s& phat dwong nén cong nghiép, va ring ngwdi
san xudt [tirc ngwdi lam viéc tay chin], vén c6 thé séng dwoc
nhd 3 ngay lam viéc, sé lai nhan tan va say swa sudt nhirng
ngay con lai trong tuln... Xét vé moi 18, ching ta gan nhw c6
thé khéng quyét rdng viéc gidm lwong trong nganh san xuat
mat hang len sé la mét diéu phic lanh cho ca nwérc, va khong
gy nén t6n thwong thye sy ndo cho nguwdi nghéo. Bing 16i
nay, ta ¢ thé duy tri nganh nghé cia minh, chéng d& tién
thué mwén [lei tlec] clia minh, va ngoai ra con cé thé stra d6i
nguwoi dan niva.*

ban ba va tré em dwoc thué mwén trong cac cong xuwdng,
thwong 13 1am nhivng céng viéc khong can ky ndng chuyén
mon. Mot s6 the dét ni¥ c6 tay nghé lam nhiéu nhw dan 6ng,
nhung thu nhép thudng thiy cta nir the thuyén trung binh
1 3 shilling 6 penny - hiém khi hon ntra s6 tién lwong cia
canh dan 6ng.>* Nam 1788, riéng cic nha mday dét da thué
muén 59.000 dan ba va 48.000 tré em.* Sir Robert Peel c6
hon 1.000 tré em trong nhitng cdng xwdng vung Lancashire
ctia 6ng.» Lao dong tré em khong phai la mot quan 1&¢ méi
mé & chau Au; né da dwoc cong nhién chip nhan & cac
ndng trwong va trong nganh cong nghiép ndi dia. Boi &,
chuyén gido duc pho thong 1a thi bi canh bao thu nhan may
nhiu mat cho 1a sé din dén tinh trang duw thira hoc gid va
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khan hiém ngu¢1i lao dong tay chan, nén rat it nguwrdi Anh & thé
ky XVIII cho d6 la mot toi ac khi d€ tré em di lam thay vi di hoc.
Khi may mdc du gian don d€ tré em c6 thé trong nom dworc,
cac cht xwdng don chao cac cu bé c6 bé tir 5 tudi trd 1én. GiGi
chirc trach gido khu, byc tirc vé chi phi hd tre’ tré mo coi hay
tré doi nghéo, da giao phé ching cho gi¢i chti cong nghiép, déi
khi vé&i s6 lwgng téi 50, 8o hay 100 dira; trong nhiéu triedng
hop, ho con quy dinh rang ngwdi chi thué phai nhin mét dra
ngdc trong s6 20 dira tré.?® Ngay lam viéc thwong tinh d6i véri
lao dong tré em kéo dai tir 10 dén 14 gior. Tré em thudng dwoc
gom lai thanh tirng nhém, va & mot sé cOng xwdng, ching
lam viéc theo ca 12 gidr, sao cho may moéc hiém khi dirng lai va
giwdng it khi bi dé trong. Ky luat dwoc duy tri bang nhirng ca
ddm va c da. Bénh tit tim dén nhirng nan nhan khéng phong
bi trong s6 nhirng tré em hoc viéc & cong xwwdng; nhiéu em bi
bién dang do lao nhoc, hodc bi thwong tat do tai nan; mot s6 ty
sat. It ngwoi da tinh té dé két 4n nan lao dong tré em nhuw vay;
tuy vay, nan nay giam di khong phai do nguwdi ta tré nén nhan
dao hon ma vi méay méc tré nén phirc tap hon.

Trong cong xwdng, tré em, dan ba, va dan 6ng déu phai
phuc ting nhitrng diéu kién va ky luat ma tredc day ho chwa
tirng biét dén. Nhirng tda nha nay thwdong duge xay dung hodc
voi va hodc so sai, bdo ddm xay ra nhiéu tai nan va nhiéu bénh
tat. Quy dinh khat khe, va hanh vi vi pham quy dinh sé bj phat
véri s6 tién c6 thé 1dy di tién lwong mot ngay lam viéc.” Gidi
chti thué 14p luan rdang do mdy moc can dworc cham lo ding
cach, cac khau van hanh khac nhau cin dwoc diéu phéi, va dan
chting quen kiéu phong ting chtr khong quen 16i lam viéc déu
dan va nhanh chéng, nén ky luat nghiém ngit la thi can dén
hong dé€ cho canh 16n x0n va hoang phi khong lam lgi nhuén
tiéu di va khong lam gia ca san phdm ddi 1én cao & thi tredong
trong nwéec va ngoai nwédre. Ky luat dweee tri gitt do ngwdi the
tht cong that nghiép ddi dién cadnh ban han cho chinh minh
va cho gia dinh minh, va ngudi chd thué biét rang ngwoi
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that nghiép mong mai c6 viéc lam. Vi 1é d6, ngudi cht thué
huwdng loi khi c6 mét kho nhirng ngwdi thit nghiép tr dé
ho c6 thé chon d€ thé chd nhirng the thuyén tat nguyén, bat
man hodc bi sa thai. Ngay ca ngwoi lam cong cw xi tot va
c6 ndng lyc cling d6i dién canh bi sa thai khi tinh trang “san
xudt thai quéa” thdm dim thi truedng hién c6 dén mirc vieot
qua strc mua cta thi tredng, hodc khi canh hoa binh dit dau
chdm hét cho viéc quan ddi c6 dwoc cai phtic phan sén sang
ddt mua cang ldc cang nhiéu hang hoéa dé rbi tiéu huy ching
cang nhanh cang tét.

Duéi hé thong phwong hoi nghé, gi¢i the thuyén cé dworc
s bao vé ctua phuwdng hoi nghé hodc clia cac sic l1énh dia
phwong, nhwng trong hé thdng cong nghiép méi, ho hiém
khi, hodc hoan toan khong, dwoc phéap luat bao vé. Tuyén
truyén cua gi¢i trong nong vé viéc dé cho nén kinh té théat
khoi cac diéu 1é da dat dwoc bwére tién nhét dinh & Anh cling
nhw & Phap; gi¢i cht thué thuyét phuc Nghi vién rdng ho
khong thé tiép tuc hoat ddng ctia minh, hodc khong thé dap
rng dwoc thé canh tranh ngoai qudc, trir phi tién lwong
dwoc chi phéi theo lust cung ciu. O’ nhirng nha may lang
qué, cac thdm phan tri an con git chat it quyén kiém soat doi
véi tién lwong; & cac cong xwdng, sau ndm 1757, ho khong c6
quyén gi.?® Tang 1&p thueng lwu va trung lwu thdy khong co
1i do gi d€ quay ray gi¢i cht thwong thuyén mat hang cong
nghiép; con li hang xuét khdu dang 1én dang chinh phuc cac
thi tredng méi d6i véi giao thwong Anh Qudc; va ngwdi Anh
nao c6 thé chi tra sé thdy hai long trwéc lwong hang hoa san
xuat doi dao.

Nhung gi6i the thuyén khong dy phan vao canh phén vinh
nay. Mac cho hang héa dwgc nhan bdi do méy méc ma ho
trong nom, nhing nim 1800 ma ban thin ho van con nghéo
y nhw mot thé ky truedre.? Ho khong con s& hivu cong cu hanh
nghé, ho hiém khi tham gia vao viéc thiét k€ san phdm, ho
khong nhin dwoc lgi nhuén nao tir viéc mé rong thi tredng
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ma ho cdp hang. Ho lam cho canh nghéo cia minh cang té
thém bing cach sinh dé nhiéu, diéu trwérc day 14 1o thé ctia ho
trén dong rudng; ho tim dén rworu va tinh duc @€ 1am niém an
i chinh y&u cia minh, va nhitng nguw¢i vor van con dworc danh
gid bang s6 dtra con ho sinh ra. Canh khén khé lan khap; chi
phi t& ban tang ttr 600.000 bang ndm 1742 1én dén 2.000.000
bang ndm 1784.3° Nha & gia tang cting khong theo kip canh
di ce hodc canh nhén boi s6 the: thuyén; nhitng ngwdi nay
thwdng séng trong nhirng khu nha dé nat chen chic nhau &
nhirng con phé t6i tim va chat hep. Mot s6 nguwdi lao dong
song dwdi ting ham, noi ¢ d6 4m thédp lam sinh ra thém
nhiéu bénh tat. Téi ndm 1800, tit ca cac thi tran 16n déu phat
trién nhiéu khu & chudt von c6 diéu kién song té hon bat ki
noi nao tirng dworc biét trong nhirng giai doan lich st truedc
d6 & Anh.

Giti the thuyén tim cach cai thién van ménh ctia minh
bdng nhiéu cudc ddy loan, dinh céng va 1ap t6 chirc. Ho tdn
cong vao nhitng ph4t minh von de doa dwa ho 1dm vao canh
that nghiép hodc lao nhoc. Nam 1769, Nghi vién ban hanh
4n t&r hinh cho hanh vi pha hlty may moéc.3' Diu thé, ndm
1779 gioi the thuyén & cic cong xwdng vung Lancashire da
tw hinh thanh moét dam dong tr 500 ngwdi phat sinh 1én
dén 8.000 ngudi; ho gom gop hoa lyc va dan dwoc, ndu
chay cac dia bdng hop kim thiéc dé€ 1am dan, va thé tiéu huy
moi ¢6 may & nuwérc Anh. O Bolton ho da pha hoan toan mot
cdng xwdng cling cac thiét bi & d6; & Altham, ho 4o at chiém
ldy cong xwong dét cua Robert Peel (cha cua Thu twéng
Sir Robert), va dap nat céc thiét bi dit tién & d6. Ho dang
trén dwong tin cong nha may Arkwright & Cromfort thi tir
Liverpool, cac ddi quan dwoc glri dén da bat kip toan ngwdi
tin cong no, va thé 1a nhirng nguwdi ndy thao chay tan loan.
Mot s6 bi bat va bi két 4n treo c6. Cac thdm phén tri an giai
thich ring, “viéc pha huy may méc & nwée nay chi la phwong
cach chuyén méy méc dén nuwére khac... dan téi tai hai cho
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cong viéc thwong mai & Anh Qudc.”3 Mot hoi 4n danh mang
tén “Ban hiru cla nguwdi nghéo” dan gi¢i the thuyén hay kién
nhén thém: “T4t cA nhitng ci thién do may méc mang lai ban
dau déu gy nén mét s6 khé khin cho mot s6 ngwdi dic biét...
Chang phai hé qua dau tién cta nganh in 4n 1a twdc di nghe
clia nhiu ké sao chép ban thdo d6 sao?”3

Luét cAm 1ap cic cong doan @€ thyc hién nhitng cudc hiép
thwong tap thé; tuy vay, “cac hiép hoi the lanh nghé” ton tai,
mot s6 c6 tir thé ky XVIIL. Vao thé ky XVIII, s6 hiép hoi nay
rdt nhiéu, dic biét trong gi¢i the' dét. D6 1 nhitng cu lac by
giao Iru chinh yéu hodc nhitng nhém hdi san sé cting o1 ich,
nhwng khi thé ky nay dan tréi, nhitng héi nhém 6 trd nén
hung han hon; va thi thodng, khi Nghi vién tir khwée kién nghi
ctia ho, ho t6 chtrc dinhycong. Ching han quing thoi gian tir
ndm 1767-1768, c6 nhiéu cudc dinh cong ctia gi¢i thiy tha, the
dét, the lam nén, the' may, the: mai kinh; va nhiéu cudc bai
cong thé nay con kéo theo bao ddng vii trang & ca hai phia.3
Adam Smith tém tét lai két qua cho dén nam 1776:

That khong khé @€ tién doan, dya trén tit cd nhirng vu viéc
thwong tinh, rdng ai trong s6 hai dang phai hin sé c¢6 dwoc
lgi thé trong cudc tranh cai nay, va budc bén kia tuan theo
nhitng diéu khodn ctia ho. Nhitng ngwdi chd, it hon vé s6
lwong, c6 thé lién hop dé dang hon nhiéuy, va luat... khong
cdm chuyén ho lién hep, mic du luat cAm giGi the thuyén
lam thé. Ching ta khong c6 dao luat nao ciia Nghi vién chdng
lai viéc lién hop nham ha gi4 ca [tién lwong] clia nhén cong,
nhwng c6 nhiéu dao luat chéng lai viéc lién hgp hong tang
gia. Trong tit cA nhitng tranh cai nhw vay, nhirng nguwdi cha
c6 thé géng try lau hon nhiéu... Nhiéu thg thuyén khong thé
song dwoc mot tuan, rat it song dwgre mot thang, va hiém ai
dwoc mot ndm, néu khong c6 viéc 1am.»

Gi&i cht thué 1am theo ¥ ho, cd & cong xwdng lan trong
Nghi vién; ndm 1799, Vién Thit dan tuyén bo hanh vi pham
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phép cho bat ki hiép hdi nao nhdm dén chuyén dat dwoc mire
lwong cao hon, dén chuyén thay déi s6 gior 1am, hoic dén
chuyén gidm lwgng cong viéc bat budc cho the thuyén. Nhirng
nguoi lam cong nao gia nhap nhirng lién hop nhw vay sé cd
thé bi phat ti, va nhitng ké t6 gidc nhirng ngwdi nhw vay sé
dwoc thwdng tién.3® Thang lgi ctia gi¢i chu thué béy gior da
tron ven.

IV. Hé qua

Két qua ctia cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép gan nhw 1a moi thir
dién tién sau d6 & Anh, ngoai trir vidn chwong va nghé thuat;
nhirng két qua nay khong thé dwgc miéu tad thich dang dworc
néu khong viét vé lich st hai thé ky qua. Chiing ta can phai lvu
¥ chi nhitng dinh diém cta tién trinh thay d6i dang tiép dién
va con dé& dang.

1. Sy chuyén hda cta chinh nganh cong nghiép nho lwong
phét minh va mdy méc ting manh - mdt tién trinh da dang
dén mtrc nhirng cach thirc ctia chiing ta ngay nay trong
viéc sdn xudt va phan phéi hang héa khac biét so v&i hoi
ndm 1800 nhiéu hon 1a khac biét so véi nhirng cach thirc
thong dung c6 tir hai nghin nam trwéec.

2. Con dwdng ctia kinh t€ di tir cac phwdng hoi nghé cé kiém
soat va cong nghiép tai gia cho dén ché do dau tw vén tw
ban va kinh doanh ty do. Adam Smith 1a tiéng néi Anh
Qudc cta hé thong méi nay; Pitt I ban phé chuén chinh
phti cho hé théng nay vao nam 1796.

3. Trong néng nghiép nguwdi ta van tiép tuc thye hién cong
nghiép hoa cho dén ngay nay - thay thé nhirng nong trai
nhé bing nhirng ving dat rong lom dwgc quan li theo tw
ban cht nghia, ding may mdc, hda hoc, va nang lwong co
hoc & dién rong dé trong ciy &n tréi va cay lay bong cho thi
treong trong nwérc hodc qudc té. Nong trai gia dinh canh
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tac gia nhap phwdng hoi nghé trong s6 nhirng nan nhan
ctia cugc Cach mang Cong nghiép.

Viéc kich thich, &ng dung, va truyén ba khoa hoc. Ngudn
khich 1é chinh yéu la déi v&i nghién ctru thyec tién, nhung
nhitng diéu nghién vé khoa hoc thuin tuy din dén vo s§
két qua thyec tién; do vay, cong viéc nghién cru linh virc
triru twong cling dworc tai tror, va khoa hoc tré thanh nét
ddc trung ctia doi sng hién dai, nhw ton gi4o 1a nét dic
trung ctia doi séng trung dai.

Cugc Cach mang Cong nghiép (chir khong phai Napoléon,
nhw Pitt IT ky vong) dinh hinh lai ban d6 thé gi¢i bang cach
bdo ddm cho Anh Quéc c6 dwoc 150 ndm ki€m soat cac
ving bién va nhirng thudc dia sinh lgi nhat. N6 thac ddy
chti nghia d€ quéc bang cach xui khién Anh - va sau d6 1a
nhiéu quéc gia cong nghiép khéc - di chinh phuc cac khu
vire ngoai bang von ¢6 thé cung ng nguyén liéu tho, thi
triedrng, hodc nhirng tién nghi cho thwwong mai hay chién
tranh. N6 budc nhitng qudc gia ndéng nghiép phai cong
nghiép hoa va quan sy hba ban than nhidm dat dwoc hodc
duy tri dwoc quyén ty do cia minh; va né tao nén nhirng
mdi teong lién vé kinh t€, chinh tri hay quin sy vén 1am
cho chuyén doc 1ap tr¢ thanh th twéng twong va chuyén
twong thudc tré thanh diéu hién thue.

N6 thay d6i nwéc Anh & ca khi cach 14n vin héa bang cach
nhan boi s§ dan, cong nghiép héa phan ntra s6 4y, di doi
dan cw 1én phia bic va dén phia tiy - chd nhirng thi tran
gan nhitng 16p tram tich than d4 hay sit, hodc gan nhirng
thity 10 hay vung bién, do d6 lam phét trién nhirng noi
nhuw Leeds, Sheffield, Newcastle, Manchester, Birmingham,
Liverpool, Bristol, v.v... Cugc Cach mang Coéng nghiép lam
chuyén héa nhiéu viing rong lén & nwéc Anh, va & nhitng
nwée cong nghiép hoa khac, thanh nhirng khu dét day khoi
cong xudng, nghet thé do khi d6t va byi; va né dat chit thai
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con ngudi vao trong may khu 6 chudt diy mui nong nic va
tuyét vong.

N6 khién chién tranh tré nén co’ gi¢i héa, mé rong, va bi
khtr di phan nhén tinh, va ci thién rat nhiéu kha ning tiéu
diét hay giét choc ctia con nguoi.

N thiic ép truyén thong va van tai phai tré nén tot hon va
nhanh hon. Vi 1& d6, n6 c6 thé tao nén nhirng méi két hop
cong nghiép 1&n hon, va quan dwgrc nhirng khu vyc rong
16'n hon tir mot tha pha.

N6 san ra nén dan cht bang cich ning tang 16p thwong
nhén 1én hang giau c6 troi bat, va hé qua dan dan 1a lén
hang t6i cao vé chinh tri. D& gy tac dong va bao vé sy
chuyén doi quyén lyc dic treng thoi nay, tang 16p méi dé
tranh tht sy Gng hd ciia mét mang dan chiing ngay cang
ting, tir tin rdng dan chung c6 thé dwoc kém gitr ngay
hang thing 16i bang cach kiém soat phwong tién thong tin
va truyén ba. Mic cho sy kiém soat nay, ngwdi dan cua
nhitng nuwéc cong nghiép tré thanh khéi cong ching am
twong tinh thé nhat trong lich str hién dai.

B&i sy phét trién ctia cugc Cach mang Codng nghiép doi
hoi gi4o duc nhiéu hon nita trong gi¢i the thuyén va quan
Iy, ting 16p méi da tai tre cho tredng hoc, thw vién, va
treong dai hoc theo quy mé ma trwée day khé long mo
twdng dén dwoc. Muc tiéu 13 nhdm rén luyén tri lyc vé ky
thuat; va tac dung phu 14 tri lyc thé tuc dwgc khai trién
theo cich chwa tirng thay truéec day.

Nén kinh t€ méi lan toéa hang héa va nhirng tién nghi dén
v&i s6 dan chiing dong hon moi hé thong treeédc day, bdi nd
c6 thé duy tri nang sudt ngay cang ting chi bang cach mé
rong hon ntra sttc mua & nguwdi dan.

N6 lam tAm thic thanh thi tré nén bén nhay, nhwng lam
cam thirc thdm my tré& nén m¢ duc; nhiéu thanh phd ngay
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cang x4u di, va sau cung, chinh nghé thuét ciing tir bd
chuyén muu ciu cai dep. Khi phé truit gi¢i quy toc thi
ngudi ta cling loai bo di mot chén nha dién va noi phan xt
déi v&i cac chufin myc va phong vi, va ha thap tim mirc
van chwong va nghé thuét.

Cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép ning tim quan trong va dia
vi clia kinh t€ hoc, va din dén viéc dién giai lich st theo
kinh té. N6 lam cho ngwoi ta quen chuyén tw duy theo
nhan qua vé mat vat li, va khién ngui ta tin vao nhitng i
thuyét mang tinh co gi¢i trong sinh hoc - nd lyc gidi thich
moi tién trinh cia doi s6ng nhw 1 nhivng van hanh co hoc.

Nhitng phét trién trong khoa hoc thé nay, cling nhing
khuynh hwéng twong ty trong triét hoc, két hop voi
nhirng hoan cdnh thanh thi va cta cai phinh ra nhdm lam
suy yéu niém tin ton gi4o.

Cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép da lam bién déi dao dtrc. N6
khong thay d6i ban tinh con ngwdi, nhwng lai trao quyén
lwc va cor hoi méi cho nhirng ban nidng xwa cii, vén hiru
dung thu® nguyén thuy va gy phién ha & xa hoi bay gic.
N6 nhan manh dong co loi nhuén dén mirc dwdng nhw ¢6
vii va dé cao tinh ich ki ty nhién ctia con ngwdi. Nhitng ban
ndng phi xa hoi tredre day bi kém tod trong vong uy quyén
phu huynh, trong nhitng huén du luan li & nha trwdng, va
trong nhirng bai thuyét gido. Cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép
1am suy yéu hét thdy nhirng vong kém toa nay. Trong ché d6
nong nghiép, gia dinh 1a don vi sdn xuét kinh t€ ciing nhw 14
don vi tiép néi gidng loai va thé hién trat ty x4 hdi; gia dinh
lam viéc ciing nhau trén manh dt nha va tuan theo ky luat
ctia phu huynh va mua mang; gia dinh day vé sy hop tac
va khuén dinh nén tinh cach. Hé théng cong nghiép khién
c4 nhan va cong ty tr¢ thanh nhitng don vi sdn xut; phy
huynh va gia dinh mét di co sé quyén uy ctia minh vé mat
kinh té va ca chirc nang luin li. Khi lao dong tré em khong
con sinh loi dwoc nita & cac thanh pho, tré em khong con
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13 tai san kinh t€; viéc ki€ém soat sinh san lan rong, manh
nhdt trong gi¢i nhiéu hoc thirc, yéu nhét trong giéi kém hoc
thirc, v&i nhieu két qua khong ngdr d6i voi cac quan hé séc
toc va than quyén. Khi nhitrng han ché gia dinh, cting cac
thiét bi cor gi¢i, lam cho dan ba ranh tay trwérc nhirng viéc
san soc clia ngwdi me va nhirng viéc nha ctra, nén nit gi¢i
bi kéo vao cac cong xwdng va van phong; sy gidi phong la
sw cong nghiép hoéa. Khi nhirng dira con trai mét nhiéu thoi
gian hon méi dat mic ty lwe vé mit kinh t€, quing dém
gitra kéo dai tir Itc chin mudi vé mit sinh hoc dén lic chin
muoi vé mit kinh t€ ¢4 khién cho ngwdi ta cang kho tiét duc
giai doan tién hon nhan, va da pha vor quy tic dao dirc réng
& nong trai sy chin mudi sé'm vé kinh t€, hon nhan sém va
cac phé chudn ton gido da tirng kha di. Nhirng x4 hoi cong
nghiép thdy ban thin minh troi giat & quang chuyén giao
gitra mt quy tic dao dtrc von dang dan chét va mot quy tic
md&i van con chwa hinh thanh.

Cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép vin dang tién trién, va no
virot ra ngoai kha ning ctia mot tAm tri mu6n thiu hiéu n6
& moi khia canh, hodc dé chip thuan phan doan dao dtrc dya
vao nhirng két qua ctia né. N6 da san sinh ra nhiéu loai tdi
ac khac nhau, va n6é giy niém hirng khédi cho gi¢i khoa hoc
bang moi céng hién anh hung cla gi¢i truyén gido va nir tu.
N6 da san sinh ra nhitng toa nha x4u xi, nhirng con phd am
dam, va nhitng khu 6 chudt ban thiu, nhwng nhirng thit nay
khong bit ngudn tir cai cot 16i clia cudc Cach mang, von la
chuyén thay thé strc ngudi bang stec mdy. N6 da cong kich
nhitng té nan cta chinh minh, bdi n6 thiy rang khu 6 chudt
ton kém hon gido duc, va khi nan ngheo déi giam di thi nguwoi
giau sé giau thém. Kién trac chic ndng va tinh wu ta cla
mday moc - nhw trong mot cay cau - c6 thé sdn sinh ra céi dep
vén giao phoi khoa hoc véi nghé thuit. Cai dep tré thanh thi
sinh lori, va thiét ké cong nghiép c6 dwore vi thé gitra cdc bd mon
nghé thuét va t6 diém cho doi.
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Chuong 2

VG TUONG CHINH TRI
1756-1792

I. Co cau chinh tri

Cach mang Cong nghiép la tién trinh cdn ban nhét, nd lwc
chinh trj la v& tubng li thd nhit, ctia nira sau thé ky XVIII &
Anh. Gi¢r day, nhirng 6ng 1én cta linh vie hung bién nwérc
Anh - Chatham, Burke, Fox, va Sheridan - lam cho Vién Thir
dan tré thanh sau khiu ctia nhitng méi xung dot gay gat va
hé trong gitra Nghi vién va ngwoi dan, gitta Anh va My, gitra
lrong tam nwéc Anh va gidi cai tri Anh & An b9, va gitta Anh
va cudc Cach mang Phép. Co cdu chinh trj 1a b khung va dan
may cho cudc choi nay.

Chinh phtt Anh Qudc 1a ché dd quéan chu lap hién theo nghia
rang nha vua ngam dong ¥ cai tri theo ludt hién c6 va tip quan
truyén théng, va khong 1ap ra luat méi ma khong c6 sy dong
thuan cia Nghi vién. Hién phép la ban thu thip nhitng tién 1&,
chtr khéng phai mot ban van, véi hai ngoai 16. Mot 1a, Magna
Carta (DPai Hién chwong) do Vua John ky vao nam 1215. Ngoai
1¢ kia trdi 1én khi Hiép dinh Westminster ndm 1689, lic trao
vwong vi nwéc Anh cho William x& Orange cung Mary v¢
ong ta, kem theo d6 1a mét “Tuyén ngdn Quyén va Ty do clia
Quéc dan, va An bai viéc K€ thira Virong vi”! “Pién chwong vé
Quyén” (Bill of Rights) nay, nhw cach goi van tat, khang quyét

i Anh ngii: Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and
Settling the Succession of the Crown.
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rang “quyén dinh chi ludt ho3c thuec thi lust clia virong quyén
ma dwgc Nghi vién dong thuén chinh 1 quyén phi phap”; rdng
“viéc thu thué phuc vu cho hodc danh cho chi tiéu ctia Quan
vwong, bdng cach nai dén dic quyén, ma khong dwoc Nghi
vién wng thuan... chinh la hanh dong phi phap”; va luat nay
con thém vao: “Do vay hoan toan doan chic rdng... vi Vwong
cong xtr Orange sé... gitt cho ho [Nghi vién] tranh khoi viéc
vi pham céc quyén clia ho ma ho da khing quyét & day, va
tranh khoi moi muwu toan khac nhdm vao tén gido, quyén va
tw do cua ho,... gi¢i Quy tdc Thanh chirc (Spiritual) va Thé
tuc (Temporal) cing Th* dan (Common)... nhit quyét rang
William va Mary, Quan vwong va Quan virong Phu nhan xi
Orange, sé 1a va dwgc tuyén bo 1a Vua va N vieong ctia Anh,
Phép va Ireland” Khi chip nhan veeong vi, William 111 va Mary
Il ngdm chap nhin nhitng han ché ma gi¢i quy toc kiéu hanh
va day quyén lwc nwéc Anh, qua tuyén bd nay, da dit 1én quyén
han ctia nha vua. Biang “Pao luit Thira k€ Vwong vi” (Act of
Settlement, 1701), va chiéu theo mot s6 diéu kién nhét dinh,
khi Nghi vién m&i chao ng6i vua cho “Nt Quén veong Sophia”
xtr Hannover “va nhitng ngwdi ké vi tryc hé, von la tin do
Tin Lanh”, ho thira nhin ring ba va nhirng ngwdi ké vi ba,
bang viéc chap thuin virong vi, da dong ¥ véi Dién chwong vé
Quyén von 1a thtr twére khoi ho toan bo quyén lwc dé 1ap nén
phép ludt triv phi dwee Nghi vién dong thuan. Pén ndm 1789,
mic di hau hét cac quc gia Au chau khéac du chiu sv cai tri
cta nhitng quan virong quyén hanh tuyét d6i, nguwoi lap va
hty phap luat, nhung Anh c6 mét chinh phti 1ap hién von dwgc
nhiéu triét gia ca ngei va dwoc ca nira thé gi¢i ganh ti.

Cudc diéu tra dan s6 ndm 1801' wérc tinh dan s6 cia Anh
Qudc & khodng 9 triéu ngwdi, chia lam cac ting 16p sau:

1. O trén ciing, 287 nam va nit quy toc thé tuc, & vai trd
gia tredng téng cdng 7.175 ngwdi. Trong tang 16p nay cd
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nhitrng thir bac theo trat ty gidm dan: thin vrong mang
dong méu hoang gia, cong twdc, hau twdc, ba twérc, t
twdrc, va nam twée. Nhivng twée vi nay truyén thira cho
con trai tredng qua nhiéu thé hé.

Hai mwoi sau giam muc - gi¢i “quy toc thanh chtc”
Nhirng ngwdi nay, cling véi 287 quy toc thé tuc, dworc
quyén ngy trong Vién Quy toc (House of Lords). Tat ca
313 nha nay hop ciing nhau ciu thanh gi¢i quy tdc riéng
biét; danh xwng “huan twéc” (lord) cb thé 4p dung hop
cach cho tit cd ho ngoai trir cong twdc va than vrong.
Mot dang quy tdc it hinh thirc hon va khong thé truyén
thira c6 thé dat dwoc nho sy b6 nhiém chirc vu cao hon
trong chinh quyén, luc quan hodc trong hai quan; nhwng
thwong thi nhirng sy b6 nhiém nay dwoc trao cho nhirng
ngudi da c6 dia vi quy toc.

Khoang 540 tong nam twéc (baronet), cing vor cda ho,
dworc phép 6 tién t6 “Sir” va “Lady” trwedrc tén thanh cta
minh, va dwgc phép truyén thira twéee vi.

Khoang 540 hiép si (knight), cing v¢ cta ho, dwoc phép
c6 tién t6 giong nhw trén, nhwng khong dwoc phép truyén
thira twérc vi.

Khoang 6.000 than si (esquire) - gi¢i “than hao” (gentry),
hay phén 16 tang 16p dia cht. Tong nam twére, hiép si, va
than si, cling vor ctia ho, ciu thanh gi¢i “quy toc cap thap”,
va hau hét dwoc gobm vao cung véi tang 16p cip cao hon ho
trong hang ngt gi¢i “quy toc”.

Khoang 20.000 “quy nhan” (gentleman) hay “quy phu
nhan” (lady) s6ng nh¢ thu nhip ma khong can lao dong
tay chan, c6 huy hiéu (coat of arms), va dworc cho la thugc
dong doi “quyén quy” - ttrc 1a sinh ra trong gens, hay nhém
nhirng gia toc c6 xwa va dwgc thira nhan lau doi.
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7. Bén dwéi hét thay nhirng twére vi nay 1a phan con lai clia
dan ching: gidi tu si cp thip, cong chirc, thwong nhan,
nong dan, cht tiém, the’ th cdng, dan lao déng, binh si, va
thiy thd; ngoai ra c6 khodng 1.040.000 “nguwdi cling khé”
nhan ctru t€ cdng cdng, va khodng 222.000 “ngudri vo gia
cw, dan du muc, du dang, trom cwdp, ltva bip, 1am tién gia,
bon vao tt ra kham, va gai dirng dwdng”>

Gidi quy tdc, chi doi khi méi gap khang cw, chi phéi chinh
pht bang clia cai cia minh (287 quy toc thu dwoc 97% loi tirc
qudc gia ndm 18013), bang vi thé wu troi trong ngach cong chirc
hay quén sy, bang uy thé ctia phdm trat c6 xwa, va bing quyén
kiém soat bau ctr nghi vién va nganh 1ap phap. V& mit bau ctt,
Anh dworc chia thanh 40 hat (cac quan ndng thon) va 203 thi
trén (borough, hay con goi 1a township). Bi loai trir khoi quyén
bau ctr 1a cadnh dan ba, nguwdi cing khé, t0i pham bi két 4n, tin
d6 Cong gido La M4, tin do phai Quaker, dan Do Thai, tin d6
phéi bat kha tri (agnostic), va nhitng ké nao khong thé nguyén
trung thanh véi uy quyén va gi4o Iy ctia Gido hoi Anh. O cac
hat chi nhirng dia chti theo Tin Lanh ma c6 tra thué hang nam
40 shilling m&i dwoc quyén bau clr Nghi vién; ho bao gom
tong cong khodng 160.000 ngwdi. Do bd phiéu cong khai, rét
hi€ém ct¢ tri ndo ddm Gng ho bét ki &ng vién nao khac ngoai
ngwdi dugc nhivng dai dia cht trong hat dé ct; do vay, twong
d6i it ctt tri ban tdm dén chuyén di bau, va nhiéu cudc bau ct
dwoc quyét dinh bdi sy dan x€p gitra cac dau linh ma khong
can bo phiéu. Nhitng dia cht 16m nhét chi nghi 13, khi ¢6 qua
nhiéu tht rii ro trong 16i cw x ctia chinh pht va van ménh
cia dat nwdre, sy dai dién cta ho trong Nghi vién cin phai ty
1é thuan véi tai sdn ctia ho; va phan 1én gioi dia cht cip thap
déu dong y.

Nhitng thi trdn treng ra nhiéu kiéu hinh bau ctr khac
nhau dén khé hiéu. & thanh phé Westminster (hién ndm
& trung tam London), c6 khodng 9.000 ct tri; & thanh phd
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London ltac d6 c6 khodng 6.000 ct tri; & Bristol, 5.000; chi
22 thi tran c6 hon 1.000 ct tri.4 O 12 thi trén, tit cA nam gioi
tredng thanh déu c6 thé di bau; & hau hét thi trdn khac chi
nhirng ké nam gitr tai sdn mo&i di bau dwoc; & mot sd noi,
rng vién dwgc chon ra bdi “hdi doan” thanh phé - von dwoc
dinh nghia 13 “m6t nhém qua dau tri ndi 6 gbm cac luat sw,
thwong nhan, méi gi¢i, va dan lam rworu bia von han siu trong
mot hoi doan tw bau ctr von dworc hién chiwong hoang gia trao
cho quyén kiém soét riéng biét d6i véi tai san cta thi thanhs
Mot s6 hoi doan nay bau cho ¢ng vién nao c6 ngudi bdo tre
trd gid cao nhit. Ndm 1761, thi trdn Sudbury cong khai quang
cao ban phiéu bau; va & ki bau ctr tiép theo hoi doan Oxford
chinh thirc dé nghi bau lai cAc Nghi si cia ho néu nhirng ngwdri
d6 tra no cho hoi doan.® & mot s8 thi tréin, dic quyén chon
(rng vién theo phong tuc thudc vé nhirng ca nhan hay gia dinh
dac biét ma khong nhéat dinh cw ngy tai noi d6; do vay Huan
twérc Camelford huénh hoang rang néu mudn ong c6 thé bau
gd quan gia da den cia minh vao Nghi vién.” Nhirng “thi tran
trong tGi” (pocket borough) nhw vay doi khi dwoc ban nhw
hang héa; Huan twérc Egremont da mua Midhurst gia 40.000
bang.® & mot s6 “thi trdn muc rira” (rottten borough), mot
nhtim cac ct tri c¢6 thé cir mot hay nhiéu dan biéu dén Nghi
vién, trong khi thanh phé London trd vé chi bon. Cho du quyén
bo phiéu tré nén gan nhw phd thong thi cudc bau ctr thwdng
dwoc dinh doat bang héi 16, bang bao lwc, hodc bang cach git
cho tay ctt tri bét tri udn say swa dén do khé ma di bd phiéu.®
Bédng nhiéu phwong cach khac nhau, gi¢i “bdo tro” kiém soat
cudc bau ctr & 205 thi tran.*° C6 khoang 85.000 ct tri & cac thi
tran, 160.000 & cac hat - tbng cdng 245.000.

Tt nhiéu cudc bau ctr nhw vay chon ra 558 thanh vién
ctia Vién Thtr dan ndm 1761. Scotland ctr 45, cic hat & Anh
va Wales 94, cac thi tran 415, hai treong dai hoc mdi tredong
dwoc hai. Vién Quy tdc, khi dy c6 224 quy tdc, thé tuc 1an
thanh chirc. “Pac quyén nghi vién” bao gobm quyén Nghi vién
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dwoc thong qua cac dién chwong dwoc dé xuét d€ 1ap phap;
dwoc thu thu€ va do d6, ndm gitr “quyén lwc noi vi tién”;
dwgc quyén danh gia tw cich ctia nhitng ngwdi yéu cau dugc
nhan vao Nghi vién; quyén trirng phat - kém &n ti giam néu
mudn - bat ki thwong t6n nao gay ra cho cac nghi si hay bat ki
hanh vi bat tuén nao d6i véi lut 16 ciia Nghi vién; va quyén tn
huwdng tw do ngébn luan tuyét déi, bao gom quyén mién nhiém
khéi hinh phat vi nhitng phéat ngén trong Nghi vién.

Sy phan chia cac nghi si thanh phéi Tory hodc Whig t&i
nam 1761 da mat gan nhw toan bd y nghia; s phan chia thuyc
s 1a gitra phe ting ho va phe ddi 1ap doi véi “chinh pht” hién
thdi, d6i véi doan muyc sw, hay d6i véi nha vua. Nhin chung,
phéi Tory bao vé gi¢i dia chti; phai Whig d6i ltc sdn long ctru
xét nhirng ham mudn cta ting lop thwong gia; ngoai ra cd
Tory 1an Whig déu mang tinh bao thtt nhw nhau. Khong dang
phéi nao 1ap phép vi l¢i ich cia dan ching.

Khong dién chwong nao c6 thé tré thanh luét trir khi dwoc
phé chuén b&i ca hai vién trong Nghi vién va dwoc nha vua
ky. Nha vua s& hitu “ddc quyén hoang gia” - tirc 1a nhirng uy
quyén, dic an, va nhitrng mién trir dwec phong tuc va phap
luat Anh ban cho 6ng. Ong c6 nhitng uy quyén quan su: ong
14 chi huy t6i cao cta luc quéin va hai quan; 6ng c6 thé tuyén
b6 chién tranh, nhung cin ngan sach cta nghj vién dé day
khéi chién tranh; dng cé thé thwong nghi cac hiép wéc va
cau hoa. Ong c6 mot s§ quyén 1ap phép: 6ng c6 thé rit lai
sw chap thuin tir mot dién chwong do Nghi vién thong qua
- nhwng Nghi vién c6 thé dung uy quyén cta vi tién d€ budc
ong dong y thuin theo, va do vy, 6ng khong bao gior thyc
thi quyén do6 sau nam 1714; 6ng c6 thé bd sung vao phap luat
béng tuyén bd hodc bing cac ménh 1énh dwa ra & hoi dong,
nhung ong khong thé thay déi thong ludt, ciing khong thé tao
ra hanh vi phi phdp méi; d6i véi cac x thude dia 6ng cb thé
1ap phép theo ¥ minh. Ong c6 quyén hanh phép: chi minh 6ng
cing c6 thé triéu tap, tam ngirng, hodc gidi tdn Nghi vién; ong
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b6 nhiém céic bd tredng, nhirng ngudi chi dao chinh sach va
hanh chinh. Mt phan con chin nd & nhitng thap nién dau
(1760-1782) trong 60 nam tri vi cia George III can dy dén
mirc do ddc quyén hoang gia trong viéc chon cac b tredng va
quyét dinh chinh sach.

Quyeén 1ap phép ctia nha vua ndm trong khoan gi¢i han
nghiém ngat, va nhirng phwong sach dwoc cac bd tredng
clia nha vua dé xuét cho Nghi vién c6 thé dwoc bién thanh
luat chi khi nao nha vua thuyét phuc dwec ca lwéng vién
trong Nghi vién chdp thuin ching. Chuyén ndy dwoc thyc
hién nh¢ vao nhirng cudc mac ca chinh tri, nh¢ vao sy hira
hen hay thu hoéi chitc vu hay tr¢’ cip, hodc nh¢ hanh vi héi 19.
(Nam 1770, hon 190 thanh vién Vién Quy toc gitt nhitng vi tri
dwoc b6 nhiém trong chinh quyén). S6 tién can cho nhirng
hoat dong nay hau hét dwoc cdp bdi “danh sach dan sg” clia
nha vua - mét ban ké khai nhirng chi phi clia 6ng cing gia
dinh (“quy den”), cho nha clra va nguwdi hau, cho nhitng
mitrc rong ma dng chi trd, va cho nhitng khoan tr¢ cip. Nghi
vién cip cho George III 800.000 bang hang ndm cho danh
sach dan sy nay; 6ng thwdng c6 nhirng phi tén vweot mirc;
nam 1769, Nghi vién cho thém 513.511 bang, va nam 1777 cho
thém 618.340 bang, dé trd cdc mén n¢ ctia hoang gia. Mot
phén s6 tién ctia nha vua dwec dung d€ mua phiéu bau trong
nhitng cudc bau ct vao Nghi vién.;* mft phan dwoc ding
dé mua phiéu bau trong chinh Nghi vién. Ngan quy do Nghi
vién biéu quyét diing cho s& mat tham (secret service) trong
nhiéu tredng hop lai dwoc chuyén téi Nghi vién dwéi dang
nhirng khoan hdi 1. Khi ta thém vao thwong vy hoang gia
ndy s8 tién chi tiéu cho nhirng ki bau ct hay 1ap phap dworc
thwe hién bdi ddm “nabob” sau khi ho vé Anh cling s6 cua cai
thu gép dwoc & An Do, hodc bdi nhirng tay thwong gia dang
kiém tim nhitng bdn hgp dong v&i chinh pht hodc muén
théat khéi tinh trang bi chinh pht nhing tay can dy, thi ta sé
c6 dwoc btre tranh vé nan tham nhiing chinh trj khé long c6
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ai sénh néi & phia tay song Odra, va cho thiy nhitng bai hoc
chan chwéng vé ban tinh con ngwdi.

Mot s chi tiét khong quan trong trong hé thdng chinh
quyén Anh Qudc can phai dwoc Iwu y. Thué dwoc thu déi voi
tat ca cac dia chy, du it du nhiéu; c6 1é dieu nay dy phan vao
long ton trong ma gi¢i binh dan thé hién doi véi gidi quy tdc.
Nghi vién khong cho phép lap quan ddi thwdng tryc - ma chi
cho 1ap d6i dan vé; day la mot nhan t6 thé yéu trong canh
phon thinh wu trdi clia nwéc Anh vao thoi diém ma Phap dang
hau thudn mét d6i quan thwong trirc gdbm 180.000 linh, Phé
190.000, Nga 224.000. Tuy vay, vao th&i chién chinh pht Anh
lai c6 1énh goi nhip ngt va cwdng bach tong quin nham tuyén
mo linh cho cac lyc lwong vii trang; ty do cd nhan bi xAm
pham, cung nhitng canh ac nghiét gay bao con bao tan trong
doi séng quan ngf, chinh la nhirng béng t6i trong quang canh
nudc Anh.

Blackstone cam théy (khoang ndm 1765) rang co’ ciu chinh
tri clia Anh 13 thtr t6t nhit ma ban tinh va hoc van clia con
ngwdi cb thé nghi téi vao thoi d6. Ong trich quan diém c6 dién
cho rdng hinh thirc t6t nhit ctia chinh pht la cai két hop cac
ché dd quan chd, quy tdc, va dan chd, va 6ng thiy tat c nhirng
yéu t0 nay da dwoc “hop nhat mét cach 6n thod va tai tinh”
trong hién phap Anh Qudc.

B&i 1€, voi chung t6i, quyén hanh phap ngy trong tay mot
ngudi duy nhét, ching c6 moi lgi thé vé stec manh va sy diéu
phoi von dwge tim thiy & vi quan virong chuyén ché nhat; va
do ban lap phap clia veong quéc dwgre pho thac cho ba quyén
thé riéng ré von hoan toan doc 1ap nhau; dau tién 1a nha vua;
thtr nhi, cAc vi huan twéc thanh chirc va thé tuc, vén la mot
hoi thudce gi¢i quy tdc bao gom nhirng ngudi dwge chon theo
long sung dao, theo dong ddi, theo tri tué, theo long ding
cam, ho3c theo tai san; va tht ba, Vién Th dan, duwgc ngudi
dan tir do chon 14y trong s6 chiing dan, von 1am cho Vién nay
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nhw mot nén dan chti; do khoi két hep nay nay, khéi hoat bdi
nhiéu ngudn khac nhau va cht tAm dén nhiéu lgi ich khac
nhau... c6 quyén hanh t6i cao d6i véi moi thir, nén khong thé
c6 diéu chi bt tién ma mot trong ba nhanh kia toan tinh dwoc
ma khong bi hai nhanh kia chéng d6i; mbi nhanh dwgc trang
bi mot quyén pht dinh du dé bac di bat ki d6i méi ndo ma ho
nghi 13 khdng hop 1€ hodc gay nguy hiém. Do vay, day 1a chd
ngy cua quyén tdi thwong cia hién phap Anh Qudc, va ngy
theo cach cang loi cho x4 hoi cang tot.

Chiing ta c6 thé cudi trwde tw duy bdo thi nidng long véi
dat nwére cia mot cao nhan luét hoc khi nhin van dé tir mot cao
vie thw théi; nhung rat c6 thé phan doan ctia 6ng hin sé dugc
ung chudn bdi 90% dan Anh dwéi triéu George 111

II. Nhirng nhéan vat cha chét

Nhitng ngwdi trong vér tudng nay thudc hang danh tiéng nhat
lich s& nwérc Anh. Trén cling 1a George III, ngwoi gitr ng6i vua
trong nhitng ndm thang hiém nghéo (1760-1820) chirng kién
nwéc Anh trai qua cudc Cach mang My va Cach mang Phéap
cing nhitng cudc Chién tranh Napoléon. Ong 1 ngudi dau
tién trong s6 nhirng quan vwrong x& Hannover dwgc sinh ra
& Anh, d€ ma nghi dén ban than nhw mt ngwdi Anh, va dé
dem 16ng mé say nhirng sw vu ctia nirérc Anh. Ong 14 chéu ctia
George II, va 1a con trai ctia con ngw¢i wong nganh Frederick
Louis, Than virong xtr Wales, ngudi da chét vao ndm 1751. Vi
George III twong lai khi &y méi 12 tudi. Me 6ng, Vrong phi
Augusta x(r Saxe-Gotha, hodng s¢’ trwérc “nhirng thanh nién
it hoc va hung ac thudc lép thwong Iwu™ ma ba gdp duorc,
nén da gitr cach li 6ng khéi ddm ngwdi d6, va nudi day ong -
mot trong chin ngwdi con - trong tinh canh ¢6 1ap khé hanh
tranh khoéi nhirng cudc vui dua, nhitng canh 16n xon, va tranh
khéi ca nhitng ¥ nghi vé ban dong ltra va vé thoi dai cia 6ng.
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Ong 16 1én mang 1ong nhat nhat, bo the, siing dao, hoc vin
yéu va bat hanh. “Néu con ¢ con trai,” 6ng néi v&ri ngudi me
ha khac ctia minh, “con sé khong 1am cho né bat hanh nhw
me da lam v&i con.” Ba truyén cho 6ng l&i trach ming cua
ngudi Ong cla éng vé viéc bao dung cho quyén t6i thwong
ctia Nghi vién; hét lan nay dén lan khac ba bdo 6ng, “George,
hay 1a mét vi vua!” - nam lai thé lanh dao cha dong trong
chinh pht. Mt truyén thdng, ma ngwdi ta thwdng ho nghi,
tin rang thanh nién bi dnh hwéng bdi cudn Idea of a Patriot
King (1749; Y niém v& mdt vi vua &i quoc) cta Bolingbroke,
von thic giuc gi¢i cai tri hdy “vira cim quyén vira tri vi’,
va (trong khi “d€ Nghi vién bdo lru nhirng uy quyén ma ho
s¢ htru”) hay khéi xwéng nhirng phwong cach cai thién doi
séng ngwdi Anh.'s Mot trong nhirng gido thu cha George,
Huan twéc Waldegrave, miéu td nha vua vao nam 1758 la
ngudi “rat doi that tha, nhwng thiéu di hanh vi thang thin va
c&i mé von sé lam cho tinh that tha trd nén nha nhin... Ong
khéng thiéu tinh ceong quyét, nhwng tinh nay hoa 1an véi
tinh ngang bwéng qua dbi... Tinh khi 6ng nhw chira mot nbi
khé sé, von... sé 1a ngudn con cho sy au lo thwdng xuyén.”*
Nhitng phdm chét nay van con theo 6ng cho dén nhing gi’
pht tinh tdo cudi cung.

Sau céi chét clia ngwdi cha clia George, ba qua phy hinh
thanh mot tinh ban than thiét v&i John Stuart, B4 twdc xt
Bute, ké don phén trong hoang thit. Nam 1751 Bute 38 tudi,
va da két hon duoc 15 ndm véi Mary Wortley Montagu, con
gai cia Phu nhan Mary Itrng danh véi cing ho nhw thé. Trong
nhirng ndm cudi trwede khi tré thanh vua, George nhan Bute
lam thiy hoc chinh yé&u va lam tri ki ciia minh. Ong mén mo
hoc van va tinh chinh tryc clia ong thiy nguwdi Scotland nay,
ti€p nhan 11 khuyén cta thiy bang tdm long biét on, va dworc
thay khich 1é cho viéc stra soan cho cwong vi lanh dao hing
h6 trong chinh quyén. Khi chang thai t&r nghi dén viéc cau hén
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nguwdi dep 15 tudi la Cong nwong Sarah Lennox, dng nhwong
b0, 1ong budn ba nhwng triu mén, trweédc 101 khién trach cha
Bute rang 6ng phai két hon mot vi hoang nit hay virong nir
ngoai qudc nao dé, ngwdi sé gitp cung c6 thé lién minh chinh
tri htru ich cho hoang gia. “Ta pho thac twong lai minh vao tay
ong,” 6ng viét, “va sé kém gitr ¥ nghi ctia minh tham chi trdnh
khdi d6i tweng yéu thiong cia minh, ndo siu trong tinh ling,
va khong bao gior phién 6ng thém nita voi cudc doi kho s
ndy; bdi 1& néu ta phai mit di ngwdi ban clia minh hay tinh
yéu clia minh, ta sé tir bd cai sau, b&i ta trong tinh bang hiru
clia dng hon moi niém héan hoan trén ddi nay.”” George git
Bute la ngwdi than cén khi 6ng 1én ngoi vua.

Triéu dai cta 6ng 12 mdt trong nhirng triéu tai wong nhat
lich s nwérc Anh, va dng c6 phan phai chiu trach nhiém. Tuy
vay, ban than 6ng qua thyc 1a mét Kit6 hitu va thwong 1a mot
quy 6ng. Ong chip nhén than hoc ctia Gido héi Anh, ctr hanh
cac nghi thtrc bang long tan tuy nhin nhwong, va mang ngwoi
giang dao trong cung, ngwoi ngoi khen ong trong mot bai
thuyét gido. Ong noi theo nhitng ké thu chinh tri cia minh
& viéc dung hoi 19, va con lam t6t hon thé, nhung ong la mot
mAau murc clia dirc hanh trong doi séng ca nhan. Trong mot thé
hé néi danh vi sy ddm dat thi 6ng da cho nwérc Anh thdy mot
tdm gwong vé long thiy chung clia nguwedi chong von Am tham
twong phan v&i nhirng nan ngoai tinh cla cac tién virong va
nhitng nan lam trai 1€ gido cta cc anh em va céc con trai clia
ong. Ong 1a ngwoi c6 1ong tir tAm & moi thir trir ton gido va
chinh tri. Ddu xa hoa trong nhitng mén qua t3ng, ong lai la
ngwdi c6 nhitng théi quen va thi hiéu gian don. Ong c&m c&r
bac trong trieu. Ong hét minh lao nhoc & chinh quyén, cht tim
dén nhirng chi tiét t€ vi, va gt di 12 1an mbi ngay cac thw tin
huén du cho cic quan hiu cin va cac bd tredng. Ong khong
phéi 14 tin d6 Thanh gido am dam: éng thich rap hét, &m nhac,
va khiéu vii. Ong khong thiéu can dam: dng chién ddu miét mai
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v&i cac ké dich chinh trj trong suét nira thé ky; 6ng diing cdm
ddi dién véi ddm dong bao loan vao ndm 1780, va gitt vé diém
tinh trong hai vu mwu toan 4&m sat minh. Ong khing khai
cdng nhin khiém khuyét trong chuyén hoc hanh ctia minh; dén
cudi doi 6ng van con kha ngiy tho vé vin chwong, khoa hoc,
va triét hoc. Néu 6ng hoi yéu dudi trong tAm tri, c6 16 d6 1a vi
c6 chut bién di trong gen hay c6 chit ther o noi nhitng ngudi
thay hoc clia 6ng, cling nhw mu6n nghin 4p lyc vy quanh mot
vi vua.

Mot trong nhirng khuyét diém ctia George la long ganh ti
day ho nghi d6i véi nang hwe va sy doc lap. Ong c6 thé khong
bao gior tha thr William Pitt I cho viéc ¢ ¥ té ra wu trdi trong
thm nhin va sy am hiéu chinh tri, cho sy thiu sudt & phéan
doén, cho uy lyc va tinh hiing hon & dién van. & chd khac,
ta da thiy*® sy nghiép clia con ngwdi phi thwdng nay, tir chd
ong bwdéc vao Nghi vién (1735) cho dén khtc khai hoan cta
ong trong cudc Chién tranh Bay Nam. C)ng c6 thé ngao man
va ngang buéng - hon nhiéu so voi George III; 6ng thdy minh
14 ngwdi giam ho xac dang cta @€ quoc von da dworc tao nén
dwéi sy lanh dao cia 6ng, va khi nha vua trén danh nghia
d6 gdp nha vua thyec t€ thi xdy ra cudc song ddu gianh ngoi
vi. Pitt 1 con ngwdi thanh that, khong tiép xtc véi nan hoi
16 vén dang ndy n& khip noi quanh 6ng, nhung 6ng nghi
dén chinh trj thuén tdy theo nghia quyén lyc quéc gia, va
khong cho phép cam tinh thudc con ngwdi lam chuyén hwéng
1ong cwong quyét clia 6ng trong viéc bién nwéc Anh thanh
thé lwc t6i thwong. Ong dwoc goi 14 “Pai Thir dan” (Great
Commoner) b&i 6ng 1a ngwdi vi dai nhat trong Vién Thix dan,
chir khong phai vi dng nghi dén viéc cai thién s6 phan cta gi¢i
binh dan; tuy vay, 6ng da dirng lén bao vé ngwdi My va dan
toc An DO chdng lai nan ap ché ctia ngwdi Anh. Twa nhw Nha
vua, 6ng tirc gian trudc 1ol phé phan, va “khong quen chuyén
quén di hay tha tht”* Ong hé&n s& khong phuc vy Nha vua trir
phi 6ng c6 thé chi phéi Nha vua; 6ng rat khéi Bo Chinh pht
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(1761) khi George III nhit quyét vi pham théa thuan gitta Anh
v&i Friedrich va di cAu mot thé hoa riéng ré véi Phap. Néu
cudi cing 6ng bi danh bai, thi d6 12 do cdn bénh git chx khong
phai do bat ki ké thu nao khéc.

Anh hwdng cta Pitt 1én chinh tri Anh khép véi anh hwéng
ctia Edmund Burke 1én tw twdng Anh. Pitt bién mét khoi quang
canh ndm 1778; Burke xuat hién & d6 nam 1761, va thu hit sy
chi y cia tang 16p tri thirc Anh, mot thoi gian khong lién tuc,
dén ndm 1794. Sy viéc dng sinh ra & Dublin (1729), con trai
clia mot ludt sw, ¢6 1é da can tré 6ng trong nd lyc gianh dia
vi va quyén lyc chinh tri; 6ng khong phai ngwdi Anh ngoai
trir & vai tro con nudi, va khong mét ngwdi quy téc nao loai
trir diéu d6 khoi tam tri minh. Sy viéc me va chi 6ng 1 tin d6
Cong gido hin da dy phan vao long cAm thong sudt doi doi
v&i Cong gido Ireland va Anh, va dw phin vao chuyén ong lién
tuc nhin manh to6n gido nhw mot twdng thanh thiét yéu déi
v&i dao dirc va nha nwére. Ong tiép nhan gido duc chinh quy
& mot ngbi tredng clia phéi Quaker tai Ballitore, va & tredng
Trinity College, Dublin. Ong hoc chit Latinh dt gioi d&€ mén
mo nhirng dién vin ctia Cicero va bién ching thanh nén tang
cho van phong phap li ctia riéng 6ng.

Nam 1750, 6ng chuyén dén Anh theo hoc luat & Middle
Temple. Sau d6 6ng tan dwong phap luat 1a “mdt modn khoa
hoc thic hién viéc ddy nhanh va tiép lwc cho nhén thirc nhiéu
hon tat ca cac loai hoc van khac gop lai”, nhwng 6ng nghi né
“khong thé, ngoai trir & nhitng ngwdi sinh ra trong canh dm
ém, mé ra va ty do héa tri 6c theo dting mizc ty 1& nhw thé”*
Kho&ng nam 1775, cha 6ng rit lai trer cdp cho Edmund vién
c& rang 6ng lor 1a chuyén nghién ciu phéap luat dé theo dudi
nhitng thtr khac. C6 vé Edmund d3 hinh thanh thi hiéu vé vin
chwong, va thwong lui téi rap hat va cac cau lac bo tranh bién
& London. Thoi 4y néi 1én twong truyén rang 6ng dem long
yéu ni dién vién trir danh Peg Woffington. Ong bién thw cho
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mot ngwdi ban nam 1757: “Téi da pha vér moi luat 1€; toi da
lam lo moi diéu déng d4n”; va 6ng miéu ta “cach xt thé” cda
ong 1a thr “diém t6 bang nhiéu hoach @5 khac nhau; d6i lic
& London; d6i lac & nhirng ving héo 1anh cta dat nwéc, doi
lac & Phap, va khéng bao 1au, cau Chua, sé & M§.” Ngoai ra
ching t6i khong biét gi vé Burke trong nhirng ndm thang thtr
nghiém d6, ngoai trir vao ndm 1756, trong mot chudi sy kién
bét dinh, 6ng xuft ban hai cudn sach dang cht ¥, va két hon.

M6t cubn c6 nhan dé A Vindication of Natural Society, or a
View of the Miseries and Evils Arising to Mankind from Every
Species of Artificial Society. A Letter to Lord __. By a late
Noble Writer. Ban ludn vin nay, dai khodng 45 trang, & bé mat
12 mot 1o két 4n nghiém ngit d6i véi toan bo chinh quyén,
mang tinh v6 chinh pht hon han so vé&i Discours sur Uorigine
[et les fondements] de linégalité [parmi les hommes]" cla
Rousseau, von mdi xuat hién chi mot nim trudc do. Burke
dinh nghia “x3 hoi ty nhién” 1a “xa hoi c6 nén tang & duc
vong va ban ning ty nhién, va khong phai & bat ki dinh ché
tich cyc nao.”* “Sy phét trién cha phap luit 1a mot sy théai
hoéa.”>* Lich st 1a ban ghi cic cudc do sat, phan loan, va chién
tranh;> va “hop 1€ thay xa hoi chinh tri diy dp phan nhiéu
clia sy huy hoai nay.” Tat ¢ chinh phti déu theo cac nguyén
1y cia Machiavelli, tir khwérc moi rang budc luan 1y, va cho cac
cong dan mot minh hoa that v6 luin vé 1ong tham, long gid
tra, nan trdm cwdp va nan sat nhan.> Dan cht & Athénai va
Roma khong mang lai phwong thudc nao chiva lanh nhing
diéu ta 4c ndy cda chinh phd, bdi 18 né sém tre thanh ché

i Tam dich: M6t bién ho cho xa héi ty nhién, hay mét quan diém vé
théng khé va ta 4c xdy dén vaSi nhan loai tif moi loai thudc xa hdi nhan
tao. M4t bt thu gli Huan tuéc___. Clia mét Cay but Quy téc qué cd.

i Anh ngil: Discourse on the Origin and Basis of Inequality among
Men; tam dich: Luan vé kh&i nguyén va cd s& cua bat binh dang
gitra loai ngudi.
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do doc tai théng qua kha nang mi dan hong thu doat sy mén
phuc tir da s6 dan ching ca tin. Phap luat 1a thr bat cong
chinh dwgc dwa vao dién 1¢; n6 bdo vé gi¢i phi hao nhan cw
chong lai tAng 1ép nghéo kho bi truc 1¢i,? va thém vao mot
hang ac 6n khéc - gi¢i luat sw.?” “Xa hoi chinh tri da lam cho s
déng trér thanh tai sdn cta s6 it.”* Hay nhin hoan canh ctia gi¢i
thg’ mé & Anh, va suy xét xem liéu ndi théng khé dwdng dy co
ton tai dworc chdng & mot x4 hoi ty nhién - tirc 1a trwdre khi 1ap
ra phap luat. Dau vay liéu ta c6 nén chap nhan nha nwérc, gidong
nhw céi tén gido chong d& n6, nhw mot thi dwere lam cho tré
nén can yéu b&i ban tinh con ngwdi? Khéng nén chut nao.

Néu ta kién quyét dé li tri cia minh va ty do clia minh tong
phuc hanh dong tiém quyén dan sy, ta khong con gi phai
lam ngoai trir thuan theo &m tham hét mtrc treéc nhirng
khai niém [phd bién] bi 1au von c6 ndi két véi hanh dong
ndy, va tiép linh th than hoc cta hang bi lau ciing nhw
chinh kién cta ching. Nhung néu ta nghi th tit yéu nay
1a diéu twdng twong ch khong phai thyc té, ta sé tir bd
nhitng gidc mdng ctia chting doi vé&i xa hoi, cing véi nhirng
vién kién clia chiing vé ton gi4o, va ty bién h6 ban than ta dé
dat dén ty do tron ven.®

Nhirng 1¢i nay phat ra &m vang bao dan va long chan
thanh gian di¥ cia mot chang thanh nién cap tién, mot thanh
nién mo dao trong tinh than nhwng lai ttr khwéc nén than
hoc dwong tri, va mang long nhay cdm v&i canh nghéo khé va
s suy thoai ma dng chirng kién bay nay & Anh; mot tai nang
y thitc dwore chinh minh nhwng van chwa c6 chd ding trong
dong chdy nhan gian. Moi thanh nién tinh tdo déu trai qua giai
doan nay trén con dwdng dat dwoc dia vi, ca cai, va tinh bao
tht day so hdi nhw thé nhw ta sé thy trong cudn Reflections
on the Revolution in France (Nhirng suy tw vé Cach mang
Phap) clia Burke. Ta cht § rdng tac gia ctia Vindication da che
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pht moi d4u vét ciia minh bing cich 4n danh, tham chi con
gia chét. Gan nhuw tat cd doc gia, ké cd William Warburton
va B4 twérc xt¢ Chesterfield, déu hiéu ban luan 4y 1a mot don
cong kich chan that d6i véi nhitng thir ta 4c hién thoi, va
nhiéu ngwdi gan né cho Tl twéc Bolingbroke, ngwdi, sau
khi chét ndm 1751, d4 1a “mot Cay bat Quy tdc qua ¢6”. Chin
nam sau ngay cdng bd ban luan van 4y, Burke ra ttng clr
vao Nghi vién. S¢’ rang con suc sbi thri hoa nién sé bi dem
ra lam chd ché cwoi, 6ng cho in lai né vao nim 1765 véi
mot bai tya ghi mot phan nhw thé nay: “Hoach dinh cla
ban van bé nho sau 1a nhdm ching td rdng... cing nhitng
dong co [vin chwong] von dwoc dung @€ huy hoai ton gido
c6 thé dwoc dung véi mirc thanh cong twong dwong dé lat
d6 chinh pht.”s* Hau hét giti ti€u st gia vé Burke déu chip
nhan 1o1 giai thich nay 1a chan thanh; ching t6i khong gia
nhép cung ho, nhung ching tbi c6 thé hifu nd hyc clia mot
rng vién chinh tri nhdm bdo vé ban than trwéc dinh kién
noi ching dan. Ai trong s6 chiing ta sé c6 twong lai néu qua
khir cia minh dwoc biét dén?

Cling hung hon nhw Vindication, va tinh t€ hon nhiéu,
la ban sach khac ctia Burke vao nam 1756: A Philosophical
Enquiry into the Origin of the Sublime and Beautiful (Mot thAm
tra triét hoc vé nguodn gbc clia cai tric viét va cai dep); va & 4n
ban tht hai 6ng thém vao cum A Discourse on Taste (Lugn vé
s& thich). Ta phai né phuyc tinh can dam ctia mét thanh nién
27 tudi, nguwdi theo dudi nhivng cht dé kho hifu sudt tron mot
thap nién trwére khi cudn Laokoon ctia Lessing ra di. Ong hin
da noi theo phan mé& dau Thién II cta De rerum natura (Vé
ban tinh sy vat) ctia Lucretius: “That diu ngot, ldc ma nhirng
ngon gi6 quiy ray mat nwéc clia bién ca hung vi, chirng kién
dwoc tir dat lién con lao nhoc dir doi ctia mot ké khac; khong
phai vi d6 1a niém vui tha khi thdy ai d6 1am nan, ma vi d6 la
cam giac diu ngot khi thdy dwoc nhirng tai wong nao ma ta
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dworc tha cho.” Do d6, Burke viét: “Nhirng thu cdm von thudc
vé sy bdo toan ban than (self-preservation) sé 1am nén sy dau
dén va nguy hiém; ching don gian 1a gy dau dén khi nhitng
nguyén nhan cla chiing ngay 1ap tirc anh hwéng ching ta;
chiing gy niém vui thich khi ta ¢6 ¥ niém vé sy dau dén va
nguy hiém ma khéng thwc sy & trong nhirng trang huéng nhw
thé... Bat ké tht gi kich khéi niém vui thich ndy tdi goi 1a cai
trac viét” Thir dén, “tit ca nhirng cong trinh doi hoi strc lao
dong to 16, chi phi to 16m va trang 1€ déu 1a thir trac viét... va
tat ca vat kién trtc c6 do phong pht va 1ong 1ay v6 ngan... dé
khi chiém nghiém chung tdm tri sé bat ra nhitng ¥ niém vé
sw vi dai trong nd lyc cin thiét nhdm san sinh ra nhirng cong
trinh nhw thé, va &ng véi chinh nhitng céng trinh nay”s* Am
dam, sy t0i tim, vé huyén bi gitip néi 1én cdm thirc vé tinh trac
viét; vi Ié d6 ma cac tho xay thoi trung dai cht ¥ dén viée chi
dé anh sang m¢ va da dworc loc lot vao céc toa thanh dwong.
Huw ciu theo 16i lang man, nhw trong Castle of Otranto (1764;
Lau dai Otranto) ctia Walpole hodc Mysteries of Udolpho (1794;
Nhitng bi 4n ctia Udolpho) clia Ann Radcliffe, déu dworc loi tir
nhirng ¥ niém nay.

i Ban dich Anh ngit do tac gia Will & Ariel Durant cung cdp: “Pleasant it
is, when the winds are troubling the waters in a mighty sea, to witness
from the land another’s great toil; not because it is a delight to behold
anyone’s tribulation, but because it is sweet to see from what evils
you yourself are free.

Ban dich Anh ngit khac, ciia Martin Ferguson Smith: "It is comforting,
when winds are whipping up the waters of the vast sea, to watch from
land the severe trials of another person: not that anyone’s distress is
a cause of agreeable pleasure; but it is comforting to see from what
troubles you yourself are exempt.”

Ban gdc chit Latin: “Suave, mari magno turbantibus aequora ventis /
e terra magnum alterius spectare laborem; / non quia vexari quem-
quamst iucunda voluptas, / sed quibus ipse malis careas quia cernere
suavest.”
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“Céai dep”, Burke viét, “la mot céi tén ma t6i sé 4p dung cho
tat cd cac phim tinh trong nhirng sy vat vén giy nén trong
ta mot cam giac yéu mén va diu dang, hodc mot thu cdm nao
khac ma gan twong tw nhit véi hai cdm giac nay”® Ong tir
khwére 161 quy gian 6 dién clia tat cd cAc phdm tinh thanh si
hoa hop, théng nhdt, ty 1€ va sy can x{rng; tit ca ching ta déu
dbng y rang thién nga 1a loai vat dep dé, di cai c6 dai va cai
dudi ngédn cia n6 that thiéu can d6i v&i co thé n6. Thudng thi
cai dep la thir nhd bé (va do vay twong phadn véi cai trac viét).
“Toi gior khong nh¢ th gi dep ma khong mwot ma”;3* mot
bé mit gay v hay gai goc, mot goc sac canh hodc chd nho ra
bét than, thay déu lam ta bat an va gi¢i han niém khéai cdm
clia ta tham chi trong nhtrng vat thé ma néu khac di sé 1 thi
dep dé. “Céi vé trang kién va strc manh 1a thr dé lam cai dep
bi ton hai. MOt sy xuét hién ctia nét nhu hoa (delicacy), hodc
tham chi cta tinh méng manh (fragility), gan nhw 1a diéu cin
cOt cho cai dep.”3s Mau sic tdng thém céi dep, dic biét néu
n6 da dang va ryc r&, nhwng khong sang chéi hay git manh.
La lung thay, Burke khong héi liéu mét nguwdi dan ba c6 dep
b&i vi c6 nhé nhdn, mwot ma, nhu hoa, va nhiéu sic mau,
va cling khong hdi liéu nhirng phdm tinh nay tréng c6 dep
khong b&i vi ching goi ta nhé ngwdi dan ba, von dep bi 1&
c6 dwoc ngwdi ta ham mudn.

Du gi thi June Nugent ciing la ngudi dang dwoc ham
muon, va Burke cwéi cd trong cai ndm 1756 phong nhiéu nay.
Co 1a con gai ciia mét y si Ireland, 1a tin d6 Cong gido, nhung
sém thuén theo 16i ther phung Anh gido. Tinh tinh diu lanh
clia ¢ 1am ém di tinh khi dé chin n6 ctia ngwdi chong.

An twong tao nén do van phong, néu khong mudn ndi 1a
do cac luan ctr, cta Vindication va Enquiry da m& ra nhiéu
canh ctra cho Burke. Hau twéc x Rockingham b6 6ng lam
vién ki luc, méic cho 1¢i cdnh bao cia Cong twédrc x Newcastle
rang Burke la mot ga Ireland hoang dai, mot tay Jacobite, mot
ké ngdm ngam theo Cong gido La M4 va theo dong Tén.*
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Cubi ndm 1765, Burke dwgc bau vao Nghi vién tir thi trAn
Wendover thong qua sttc anh hwdng clia Huan twéc Verney,
“ngudi s& hitu n6”¥ O Vién Thtr dan, nghi vién méi nay dat
dwoc tiéng tim ctia mot dién gid hting bién, tuy hay con chwa
thuyét phuc. Giong néi dng ha khic, ngtr diéu ctia 6ng mang
chat Hibernia,' cr chi cia 6ng vung vé, nhirng cu ti€u thoai
ctia ong d6i ltc tho 1au, nhixng 1o chi trich cta 6ng quéa strc
nhiét ndng. Chi khi doc 6ng thi ngwdi ta m&i nhan ra rang 6ng
tao ra van chwong nhw lac dng noi - bang sy tinh thao Anh
ngt, bang nhirng miéu ta sang rd, bang pham vi kién thirc va
minh hoa, bang kha ning dwa giac do triét li dén vé&i nhirng
van dé thwdng nhat. C6 1& nhirng phdm tinh nay la nhirng tré
ngai trong Vién Thir dan. Mot s6 ngwdi nghe, Goldsmith cho
chung ta biét, “yéu thich viéc thiy 6ng cudén minh di vao chu
dé cia minh nhw mot con ran,”s® nhung nhiéu ngwdi khac lai
thiéu kién nhin v&i s6 chi tiét thira mira clia 6ng, véi nhirng 16
hanh van bay bong kiéu van chwong; ho mu6n nhirng suy tinh
thyee tién va nhirng chi tiét thich hop tirc théri; ho ngei ca 16i
dung ttr cta 6ng, nhwng lo’ di 1o khuyén cta 6ng. Do vay, khi
Boswell bdo ring Burke ta ho con diéu hau, thi Johnson phan
béc, “Vang, thwa anh, nhwng 6ng ta chdng tom dwoc th gi
ca.”3° Gan dén cudi sw nghiép 6ng bao vé cac chinh sach khéng
thé tiép thu dwoc d6i voi ngudi dan, BO Chinh pht, va Quéc
vrong. “Toi biét,” 6ng ndi, “rdng con dwong toi di khong phai
la con dwong dwoc wa chudng.”+°

Xem ra, trong sudt nhirng thang ndm vwon minh, 6ng
doc nhiéu va bang con mat thin trong. Mot ngwdi dwong
thoi miéu ta 6ng nhw 1a cudn bach khoa thw, véi nhiéu kho
tri thirc ma tir d6 moi ngwdi nhan dwgc cac chi dan. Fox cho
ong mot 101 khen nong hau: “Néu mot ngwdi phai ddt toan
b6 thong tin chinh tri ma y da hoc dworc tir sach vé, toan b
nhirng thi y thu dwoc tir khoa hoc, va toan by nhirng thir ma

i Hibernia |3 t&n goi theo ch{¥ Latin ¢8 dién danh cho dao Ireland.

47



Will va Ariel Durant

bat ki tri thirc nao vé thé gi¢i cling nhw cAc sy vu clia thé gidi
da day cho y, & mét dia can, va sy trau do6i ma y nhan dwgc
tir cac chi dan va cudc chuyén tro véi ngwdi ban danh gia ngay
chinh ctia y dwoc dat sang dia can kia, thiy c6 thé thiy ling
ting trwdc quyét dinh nén chudng phia bén nio.”# Johnson,
ngudi thwong phan phat 1 khen theo tirng litu nho, dong ¥
véi Fox: “Cac vi khong thé nao chiu ndi nam phut véi ga d6 &
bén dwéi tim mai nha kho trong lac tréri dang mwra, nhwng cac
vi phai tin rdng cc vi dang dtrng v&i con ngwdi vi dai nhat ma
cac vi tirng thay+

Burke gia nhap nhém Johnson-Reynolds vao khoang nam
1758. Ong hiém khi tham gia tranh bién vé&i ngwdi tranh bién
bat kha bai trong nhém, c6 1& s¢ tinh khi ctia ban thAn minh
cling nhw cta Johnson; nhwng khi 6ng tham gia vao, thi vi Dai
Han' nay sé dé chirng. Khi Johnson 1am bénh, va ai d6 dé cap
Burke, vi Tién si nay gao 1én, “Anh chang d6 giy nén toan bd
néng lyc cua toi; néu toi phai gdp Burke bay gid thi, diéu do6 sé
giét toi chét mat.”43 Tuy vay, hai nguwdi van dong thuan vé hau
hét tit ca cac van dé cén ban vé chinh tri, ludn 1y va tén gido.
Ho chép thuan sy cai tri cia gi¢i quy toc & Anh Quoc, du ca hai
déu la thwong dan; ho khinh miét ché do dan cht va xem nhw
14 sy 1én ngdi clia tinh tAm thwdng; ho bdo vé Kitod gido chinh
thong va Gido hdi dwong quyén nhw nhirng thanh tri khong
thay thé dwoc ctia nén dao dtrc va trat ty. Chi méi cudc ndi
day ctia cac viing thudc dia x(r My méi chia cat ho. Johnson goi
minh la ngwoi theo phéi Tory, va 1én an nguwdi phai Whig nhw
nhirng tén tdi pham va nhitng ké ngdc; Burke tw goi minh la
ngudi theo phai Whig, va dwa ra 1o bién ho manh mé, day li
1& cho cic nguyén tic ctia phai Tory & mirc d6 nhiéu hon bat ki
nguwdi nao khéc trong lich st Anh.

P6i lac 6ng c6 vé nhw ting hd nhirng yéu t6 dang ngdr nhat
trong trat tw hién co. C)ng chong nhirng d6i thay trong luat 1&

i Nguyén g6c: the Great Cham.

48



V@ tudng chinh tri: 1756-1792

ddi véri bau ot cac nghi vién hodc déi véi viéc ban hanh phép
luat. Ong cho nhitng thi trdn “muc rira” hoic nhitng thi trin
“trong tGi” 1a nhirng ké c6 thé thtr tha, bdi ho glvi dén Nghi
vién nhirng ngwdi tot nhw chinh 6ng. Thay vi m& rong quyén
bo phiéu, 6ng sé “bang cach gidm bét s6 lwong, thém vao
trong trach va tinh doc lap, ctia cic ct tri.”# DAu vay 6ng
tan thanh ca tram chinh nghiép theo ti do. Ong c6 xty ty do
mau dich trwé'c Adam Smith, va cong kich chuyén mua ban
nd 18 trieére Wilberforce. Ong khuyén nén loai bd nhitng han
ché chinh tri clia Cong gio, va ting ho kién nghi ca phai Bat
thuan (Dissenter) dé c6 dwoc quyén dan sy day da. C)ng tim
cach 1am mém tinh khit khe dén da man ctia bo luat hinh
sit, va nhitng trd ngai trong doi ngudi linh. Ong xac minh
cho quyén ty do bao chi dut ban than 6ng da tirng cdm nhin
nhitng mii dam cta bao chi. Ong ding 1én bao vé Ireland,
My, An Do khi d6i dién v&i s6 dong s6-vanh. Ong bénh vire
Nghi vién chéng lai Quéc virong bang tinh boc tric va bao
dan von twére di moi cor hdi thang tién trong chinh tri. Ta c6
thé tranh luin vé quan di€ém va dong co cia 6ng, nhwng ta
khong bao gir c6 thé ngd vire diing khi cta 6ng.

Cudc vién chinh cudi cling trong sy nghiép Burke - chéng
lai Cach mang Phép - khién 6ng trd gia bang tinh ban véi mot
ngwdi ma 6ng da né phuc va yéu mén tir 1au. Charles James Fox
dap lai tdm Iong clia Burke va san sé cing Burke bao ndi hiém
nguy ltc chién d4u trong hang ta cudc chinh nghiép nhwng lai
bat dong vé&i Burke & gan nhw moi phdm tinh noi trf 6c va khi
cach ngoai trir tinh nhan ban va long can dam. Burke la dan
Ireland, nghéo, bdo thl, sing dao, biét chuyén phai trai; Fox
12 ngwdi Anh, giau, dau 6c cip tién, long theo dao & chirng
murc nhét dinh dé con chay theo c& bac, rwou ché, trai gai, va
Cach mang Phap. Ong la ngudi con trai thtr ba nhung lai la
ngwdi con cung clia Henry Fox, ngwoi ké thira mét gia san,
xai hoang phi, cwéi mot ba khac, tich liy dwoc mot phan ba
& vai trd triedng ngin quy quan doi (paymaster of the forces),
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gitip Bute mua mdy vi tri nghi vién, dwoc twdng thudng
bdng viéc dwge phong 1am Nam twére Holland, va bi t6 giac 1a
“ké gian 1an c6ng quy hang triéu dong khéng nhap s6 sach”
(public defaulter of unaccounted millions).# Vi 6ng, Caroline
Lennox, 1a chu c6 cta vua Charles IT qua m6i huyét thong véi
ngwdi ba ¢ Louise de Kéroualle,' thé 1a Charles James c6 trong
huyét quan minh dong mau lodng di ctia mot vi vua phéng
dang nha Stuart va mot ngwdi dan ba Phéap dé dai. Nhirng ci
tén cta 6ng la nhirng ki (rc cGia nha Stuart, va hin lam ngtra
tai nha Hannover.

Phu nhéan Holland tim c4ch nuéi day miy ngwdi con trai
clia minh thanh ngwdi chinh trye va c6 trach nhiém, nhwng
Huén twéc Holland lai nudng chiéu Charles bang du tro téu
t4o, va ddo lai nhirng cau cham ngdn xwa cli danh cho Charles:
“Pirng bao gi¢’ lam gi hdm nay nhtrng gi con c6 thé tri hoan
cho dén ngay mai, cing nhw khong bao gi¢ ty minh lam
nhirng gi ma con cé thé bit ngwdi khac lam cho minh.”#¢ Khi
cAu bé vira 1én 14 thi cha cdu din ciu ra khdi tredng Eton
College d€ lam mét vong cac song bac va cac khu nwéc khéang
& Luc dia, va cho phép cdu mdi dém dwoc choi ndm dong
guinea. Chang thanh nién tré vé trieorng Eton tré thanh mot
tay danh bac kinh nién, va tiép tuc nhw thé khi vao hoc triedng
Oxford. Ong c6 thoi gior doc nhitu séch, cd vé sach c6 dién 14n
van chwong Anh, nhwng éng r&i Oxford sau hai ndm hoc dé
danh hai nam di chu du day d6. Ong hoc tiéng Phép va tiéng
Y, thua mét 16.000 bang Anh & Napoli, ghé tham Voltaire &
Ferney, va dwoc dng ndy cho mot danh sach nhirng cudn can
doc dé khai hoa dau 6c & linh vire than hoc Kitd gido.#” Nam
1768, ngudi cha mua mot thj trdn cho 6ng, va Charles ddm
nhan mét vi tri trong Nghi vién & tubi 19. Day la viéc lam phi
phap hoan toan, nhwng rit nhiéu nghi vién lay lam 4n twong
trueérc stec mé hodc 1ong nguwdi ndy ciing s6 cla cai ty nhan

i Louise de Kéroualle la tinh nhan clia Quéc vuang Charles 11
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clia chang thanh nién nay ma khéng mot ai 1én tiéng phan déi.
Hai nam sau, nh¢ anh hwéng clia nguwdi cha, 6ng dwoc phong
chtrc dai than bd hai quan (lord of the admiralty) trong bd nay
cta Huén twéc North. Nam 1774, nguedi cha, ngwdi me, va
nguwdi con trai ca déu qua doi, va Charles tré thanh ngwdi cht
ctia mot gia san kéch xu.

V& ngoai hinh thé ctia 6ng vao nhitng ndm thang truedng
thanh cling 16i théi nhw cai nét ctia 6ng vay. Doi bit tit clia
ong dwoc budc o hd, 4o choang va 4o ghi lé cia 6ng thi nhau
rim, 40 so mi ciia 6ng mé toang & chd cd, gwong mét 6ng clr
phong 1én va hong ra cing m¢ thirc an va rworu, va cai bung
phé phinh ra, lic éng ngbi, thi chwc d6 nhao 1én hai dau goi
ong. Khi 6ng déu tay d6i véi William Adam, dng tir kKhwére loi
khuyén ctia nguwdi pho trer dé thua 14y thé dirng nghiéng bén
theo phong tuc, va éng noi, “O’ kifu nay ta ciing day ngwdi nhw
& kiéu kia thdi”#® Ong khong 14y 1am khé nhoc khi che gifu
khuyét diém ctia minh. Nguwoi doi thwdng khéo nhau rang 6ng
t6 ra 1a mot nan nhin nha nhén cta nhitng ké gian gido. C6
lan (Gibbon cho chting ta biét) dng choi bac sudt 22 gi ngoi
danh lién tuc, va lan dé thua 200.000 bang. Fox nhin xét rang
niém lac th Ién nhat doi, ké bén chuyén thang bac, chinh 1a
thua bac.# Ong nu6i mot chudng ngwa dua, dit manh tién vao
nhitng con ngra do, va (ching ta dwgc yéu cau phai tin) thang
nh¢’ ching nhiéu hon 14 thua.>®

Doi khi dng c6 nhirng nguyén tic chinh tri v6 wu v ly
nhw chinh céi nét va 16i an van cia minh; hon mot 1an dng dé
nhitng md&i lru tAm hay tha hdn cd nhan quyét dinh hwéng
di cia minh. Ong c6 xu hwéng biéng nhéc, va khong chuén bi
nhitng bai dién vin treeé'c Nghi vién hodc nhitng ban dy luat
bang sw ki lwéng va nghién ctru vOn lam nén con ngwoi 16i
lac Burke. O vai tro dién gia, 6ng gan nhw khong c6 nét duyén
nao, va ciing khong tim kiém chuyén d6; bai néi chuyén cta
ong thwong khong theo hinh thirc nao va hay ldp di ldp lai,
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ddi lac lam chéang vang nhirng nha vin pham; 6ng “ném
minh vao gitra mé cau van”, hoc gia Richard Porson cho biét
thé, “va d€ mic n6 cho Chda Toan ning dwa 6ng ra trd lai”s
Nhwng 6ng c6 tai nhanh tri va c6 kha ndang ghi nhé dé€n mtrc
ai ai ciing dong y rang 6ng la ngwdi tranh bién tai lwc nhat
trong Vién Thit dan. “Charles Fox”, Horace Walpole tirng viét,
“da lat d6 lao Saturn [Chatham]i khoi ng6i vi hiing bién.”s

Nhitng ngwoi deong thoi véi Fox to ra khoan dung véri
16i Iam ctia 6ng b&i nhitng 16i IAm nay nhiéu ngudi ciing c6,
va ho gan nhw nhét tri chirng thye cho nhitng dtrc hanh ctia
6ng. Gan nhuw xuyén sudt doi minh sau ndm 1774, 6ng theo
du6i nhirng nghia ctr hao phdng, liéu hi sinh chuyén thing
tién va long yéu mén cta cong ching. Burke, ngudi khinh
miét tho6i bat lwong, dau vay lai yéu mén Fox béi 1€ 6ng nhin
thiy Fox da cong hién quén minh cho cong chinh x& hoi va
ti do nhan loai. “Ong 4y la nguwdi dwoce tao nén dé ngudi ta
yéu mén,” Burke cho biét, “ngwdi c6 tAm tinh chét phéac, cdi
md, thit tha va d6n hiu, khong mang dé tim dén thir cye do,
ngudi c6 tinh khi 6n hoa va dé ngu6i diu trwedre 161 Iam, khong
mot chat 0dn hiém trong toan b thé cach cia 6ng.”s* Gibbon
dong ¥: “C6 18 khong con ngwdi nao lai mién trir dwec mot
cach hoan hdo dé khong bi vdy bin bdi ta thm, bdi hw vinh,
hodc béi 161 nghi 1am lac”s¢ Chi George III m&i mién nhiém
triedrc vé mé hoic tw nhién 4y.

Gén két voi Burke va Fox trong cong cudc dan ddt nhan to
tw do ctia phii Whig la mét ngwdi Ireland th hai, Richard
Brinsley Sheridan. Ngwdi 0ng ctia 6ng, Thomas Sheridan I,
tirng xuit ban nhitng tic phdm dich tir chr Hy Lap va Latinh,
va xuit ban cuén Art of Punning (Thuét choi chir) ma c6 1é da
lam cho ngwdi chdu 6ng bi tiém nhiém. Ngwoi cha, Thomas
Sheridan II, theo mot s6 ngwdi thi chi xép tht hai sau Garrick

i Tdc William Pitt Tré.
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& vai tro dién vién va nha quan li san khiu. Ong cwéi Frances
Chamberlaine, mét nha viét kich va tiéu thuyét gia thanh cong.
Ong nhén nhiéu t&m bing tir Dublin, Oxford va Cambridge;
gidng day tai Cambridge vé gido duc, 14 nhin t6 c6t can giup
Johnson ¢ dworc tre cdp tir hoang gia, va cling ty gitp ban
than c6 dwoe mét tro cAp nhw thé. Ong viét cudn Life of Swift
day thu vi, va manh dan xuét ban cudn General Dictionary of
the English Language (1780) chi 25 ndm sau cudn tir dién ctia
Johnson. Ong gitip con trai minh quan li Nha hat Drury Lane,
va thiy dwgc con minh vieon 1én trong chuyén tinh cdm, vin
chwong va Nghi vién.

Do d6, Richard c6 dwgrc co tri va sy kich tinh noi moi treong
sdng ctia minh, néu khéng mu6n noi 1a trong mau 6ng. Sinh
ra & Dublin (1751), ong dwgc gvi dén Harrow & tudi 11, & d6 6
nam, va thau dat dwoc nén gido duc cd dién dang hoang; & tuti
22, 6ng ldp lai ngwdi 6ng ctia minh bang viéc xuit ban nhirng
ban dich tir chir Hy Lap. Nam 1771, trong ltc song & Bath cing
cha me, 6ng thiy long minh hoan hi nhiét cuéng trwéc khudén
mit va giong no6i kha ai ctia Flizabeth Ann Linley, 17 tudi, ngwoi
hat & nhitng budi hoa nhac do cha ¢ trinh dién, nha soan nhac
Thomas Linley. Nhitng ai da xem bt ki birc chan dung nao ctia
Gainsborough vé c6% déu sé hiéu rang Richard khong con cach
nao khac ngoai viéc phat cuong nhw thé. C6 nang ciing vy, néu
ta c6 thé tin ngwdi em gai cd, ngwdi nghi rdng dng cd vé khoi
ngd va dang yéu khon cudong. “Doi mé anh 4y tda sdc hong hao,
ddi mat anh 4y tinh nhd nhat thé gian... Mot niém diu dang va
triu mén trong tim... Cing strc twdng twong vui dia dy, cing
cai co tri kiét xuat va vo hai 4y, von dwoc thé hién sau d6 trong
nhirng ban van ctia 6ng, da lam nhirng nguwdi trong gia dinh
tré nén phan khéi va vui thich. T6i mén phuc - t6i gan nhw &
md - anh ta. Toi rat d6i s&n long hy sinh d&i minh cho anh ta.”s®

Elizabeth Ann c6 nhiéu ké theo dudi, bao gom anh ca
cia Richard 1a Charles. Mot trong s6 ho, Thiéu t4 Mathews,
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giau nhwng da c6 v, 1am cb tic gidn dén mirc c6 udng con
thudc phién dé ty sat. C6 hoi phuc, nhirng da mat hét moi
thiét tha & doi cho dén khi long tan tuy ctia Richard khéi phuc
tinh than clia c6. Mathews doa cwdng birc c6; nira phan vi s¢
hai, ntra phan vi tinh yéu, c6 cao chay xa bay ciing Sheridan
téi Phap, cudi dng (1772), va sau do tra lanh & mot tu vién
gan Lille trong lac Richard quay vé Anh dé hoa giai v&i cha
minh va cha c6. Ong d4u hai tran tay d6i véi Mathews; thing
tran dau, 6ng tha mang cho Mathews; say xin & tran thit hai,
ong twéc v khi déi thu, dé tran ddu kiém tay d6i ha cip
xudng thanh tran d4u vat, va tré vé Bath nguwdi 1dm lem mau,
rwou, va bun. Cha 6ng tir 6ng, nhwng Thomas Linley dwa
Elizabeth Ann tir Phép vé lai nha, va wng thuan cho cudc hon
nhan ctia c6 nang (1773).

Qua strc kiéu hanh dén mtrc khé dé vo minh nudi minh
bang ngheé ca hat trwérc cong chiing, Richard, 22 tudi, nguyén
l1am nén gia san bang cach viét kich. Ngay 17 thang Mot 1775,
v hai kich dau tién ctia 6ng, The Rivals (Nhirng ké kinh
dich), dwoec trinh dién & Covent Garden. V& kich dién té hai
va dwoc tiép nhan rit kém; Sheridan kiém dwoc mot nam
dién vién gi6i hon cho vai chinh, va man trinh dién tht hai
(28 thang Mot) bat dau mot chudi thanh cong day kich tinh
von mang lai danh tiéng va tién bac cho Sheridan. Ching méy
chéc, toan London déu néi vé Sir Anthony Absolute, Sir Lucius
O’Trigger, va Miss Lydia Languish, va bat chu¢c 16i loan dung
tir nglr clia ba Malaprop (“Forget this fellow, illiterate him
quite from your memory”;> “as headstrong as an allegory on
the banks of the Nile”").5® Sheridan c6 nhiéu cau hém hinh
trong dau minh, rai miy 11 d6 & moi trang viét, pha cho bon
ngudi hau c6 dugce co tri, va khién bon ngbc néi ning nhw
triét gia. Gi¢i phé binh than phién rdang nhitng nhan vat dé
khong phai ltc ndo cing n6i nang nhit quan, va than phién

i Tuc la thay vi dung tU "obliterate” (tiét tri) va "alligator” (ca sdu) thi
nhan vat nay lai dung tu “illiterate” (mu chi¥) va "allegory” (phing du).
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chuyén dau 6c co tri d6, phat tanh tach & moi canh, bum byp
ttr gdn nhw moi cai miéng, d4 lam chuyén cin néi tré nén
nhat nhoa hon do dwgc ding thai qué4; dau thé mic long;
khén gid ct han thwdng niém lac tha &y, va han thedng nd
dén ngay nay.

Tham chi con thanh cdng 16n hon nira la tredng hop vé
The Duenna, dwgc trinh lang & Covent Garden vao ngay 2
thang Mwdi Mot 1775; vo kich dwore dién 75 dém & mua dau
tién, phé ki luc 63 dém do v& The Beggar’s Opera (Nhac kich
ctia ké hanh khat) vao ndm 1728. David Garrick, & Nha hat
Drury Lane, ddm hoang trwéc cudc canh tranh séng dong
nay, nhwng khong thé c¢6 dworc ctt phan don nao tot hon viée
héi sinh v& The Discovery (Sw phat hién), mét v& kich clia
ngwoi me m&i qua doi cia Sheridan. Han hoan trwéc thanh
cong, Sheridan dé nghi mua ntra c6 phan cua Garrick & Drury
Lane; Garrick, cam thay dworc tudi gia, dong y véi gia 35.000
bang; Sheridan thuyét phuc cha vor minh cling m{t ngudi
ban dé€ gbp vao 10.000 bang mdi ngwdi; ban than dng dau tw
1.300 bang tién mit; phan con lai 6ng quyén dwoc bang cach
di vay (1776). Hai ndm sau, 6ng thu dworc thém 35.000 bang
nira, lanh quyén s& htru nha hat cling cac cfng sw cia minh,
va gitr vai trd quan li & dé.

Nhiéu nguwdi nghi rang sy ty tin cia 6ng da veot qué
chinh né, nhwng Sheridan tiép tuc ¢6 khtc khai hoan khac
bang viéc san xuét (ngdy 8 thang Nam 1777) v& The School
for Scandal (Trwdng hoc xt van), thanh cong va 1a kich nghé
16'n nhét thé ky d6. Ngwoi cha cta tac gia, ngudi ¢t ludn tré
moi ké tir vu cao chay xa bay ctia Richard nam nam trwéec
dé, gior day da hoa gidi v&i con minh. Sau nhirng thang lgi
nay, con dwong thang dat ctia Sheridan tam dirng lai. Nhitng
man trinh dién ting thém & Drury Lane t6 ra khéng hop véri
ngwdi xem, va béng ma cla nan pha san da de doa nhitng
d6i tac ctia nha hat. Sheridan ctru van tinh hinh bang mot
vé hoat k&, The Critic (Tay phé binh), mot sy cham biém déi
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v&i cac vé kich bi thwong va nhitng chuyén gia kich nghé.
Tuy vay, tinh tri hodn theo théi quen ctia éng ¢ can dw vao,
va hai ngay trwérc ngay mé man theo lich dién 6ng van chwa
viét xong canh cuéi. Nguwoi cha v va nhitng ngwoi khac da
diing meo dy 6ng vao mot can phong & nha hét, dwa ong gidy,
but, muyc, va rwgu, bdo 6ng hay hoan tat v& kich, roi khéa
tréi ctra. Ong xudt hién véi doan két dwoc mong doi; vé kich
dwoc dién tip va nguedi ta thiy né thda dang; buédi trinh lang
(29 thang Muoi 1779) la mét dip nira ma van may mim cwdi
vOingwoi dan Ong Ireland tinh lyc sung man nay.

Ong nhin quanh d€ tim nhirng thé gi¢i méi cho cude
chinh phuc, va quyét dinh vao Nghi vién. Ong tra cho cac thi
dan (burgess) Stafford nim guinea dé mua phiéu bau cta ho,
va ndm 1780 6ng gianh mdt ghé trong Vién Thir dan & vai trd
nguwdi nhiét thanh theo ty do cht nghia. Ong ddng tinh v&i
Fox va Burke trong viéc kh&i t6 Warren Hastings, va trong
mot ngay ryc rér da sang té hon ca hai ngwdi ho. Pong thoi
ong con séng v&i mot ngwdi vor toan mi trong canh hanh
phic va xa hoa, Itrng danh vi 18i chuyén tro, vi co tri, vi tinh
ho hi, vi long tét, va vi nhitng mén n¢ ctia 6ng. Lord Byron
tom két con ngwdi ki la nay: “Dau Sheridan da lam gi di niva,
hay chon céch lam gi di nira, ciing déu xuét loai bat tuy, luén
1a tuyét nhét trong hang. Ong da viét v& hai kich hay nhat,
v& chinh kich hay nhét,... v& kich hoat ké hay nhét,... bai
dién vin hay nhat [bai Monologue on Garrick (Poc thoai vé
Garrick)], va, ngy & trén cung, 1a ngwdi truyén dat bai dién
giang hay tuyét dich... ma ngwdi ta trng hinh dung hay tirng
nghe dwoc & dat nwde nay.” Va 6ng da chiém dwoc va gite
dwoc tinh yéu ctia ngwdi dan ba kha i nhit nwéc Anh.

Sheridan c6 tinh lang man hét myec; that khé long hinh
dung 0ng trong ciing thé gi¢i va thé hé nhw William Pitt I,
nguwdi chi nhin nhan thyc t€, dirng trén tinh cdm, va cai tri
ma khong c6 1ay mot 1o hing bién. Ong sinh ra (1759) vao lic
dinh cao sy nghiép cha minh; me 6ng la em gai clia George
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Grenville, Tht twéng giai doan 1763-1765; 6ng dwoc nudi
dwdng bang chinh tri, va 1én 1én thAm dAm mui cia Nghi
vién. Manh khanh va yéu 6t & tudi du tho, 6ng dwoc git
tranh xa nhitng ndi nhoc nhdn va nhirng moi tiép xtc giao
lru noi tredrng “cong 1ap”; ong dworc day hoc tai tw gia dwdi
si giam sat ki lwdng cla nguwoi cha, nguoi day 6ng thuat
dién thuyét bang cich bit 6ng dién doc Shakespeare hay
Milton hang ngay. & tudi 1én 10, 6ng da thanh mot hoc gia
c6 dién va da viét dwoc mot v bi kich. O tudi 14, 6ng dwoc
glri vao tredong Cambridge, chdng miy chdc lam bénh, tré vé
nha; mot ndm sau 6ng di hoc lai, va, 1a con trai cia mét quy
toc, Ong tot nghiép tAm bang Thac si Nghé thuit nim 1776
ma khéng cin thi ct. Ong hoc luat & Lincoln’s Inn, thwe hanh
luat trong thi gian ngan, va dwoc dwa vao Nghi vién & tudi
21 tir mot thi trAn nho do Sir James Lowther kiém soat. Bai
dién van ra mit clia 6ng tng ho hét minh dé xuét cia Burke
cho viéc cai cach kinh té€ dén mrc Burke goi 6ng “khéng phai
12 mot manh tir khéi nha ctt ma chinh 1a khéi nha ca d6.”%

La ngwdi con trai th hai, 6ng dwec cho chi ¢6 300 bang
mdi nam, v&i sy gitp d& lac nay ldac kia cda ngwdi me va
nhirng ngwdi chd; nhirng hoan canh nhw vay khich 1€ tinh
gian don khic ki trong 16i cw xt va tinh cach ctia 6ng. Ong
tranh chuyén hon nhan, nguyén thé v&i chinh minh theo dudi
quyén lyc khong lac ndo ngoi. Ong khong 14y 1am vui tha
tridre ¢ bac hay san khiu. Du sau nay dng c¢6 dung requ thai
qué dé€ lam dau 6¢c 6ng md mit di sau bao cdnh tao loan chinh
tredng, nhing 6ng da gy dwoc tiéng tim 1a ngudi sOng
cudc doi thanh bach cing tinh kién quyét khéng d€ minh
tham 6; dng c6 thé mua thién ha; nhung thién ha khong thé
nao mua 6ng. Ong chwa bao gi¢r kiém tim pha quy, va hiém
khi nhan nhwong triwére tinh bang hiru; chi d6i ba nguwdi than
tinh méi phat hién dwoc, dang sau vé li cach va tinh tw cha
lanh ling ctia minh, 6ng con 1a ngwoi twoi vui than thién, co
khi con diu dang triu mén nira.
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bau ndm 1782, khi BO Chinh pha ctia Huan twéc North
sdp stra tir nhiém, “cdu trai”, nhw mot s6 nghi vién goi Pitt
mot cach ha c6, da gop mot thong bao kha bat thwong vao
mot trong nhirng dién van cia minh: “Vé&i ban than toi, toi
khong thé ky vong hinh thanh mét phan ctia mot chinh quyén
mé&i; nhung néu viéc lam nhw thé cta téi ndm trong tAm véi
clia toi hon, thi t6i ty thdy ban than budc phai tuyén bd rang
t0i khong bao gio chp nhin mot vi tri thudc cap”;® tic 14,
ong sé khong chdp nhén vi thé nao thdp hon sau hay bay ghé
von 1am nén cai ma lac 4y bat dau dwoc goi 1a noi cac. Khi Bo
Chinh pht m&i dé nghi bd 6ng lam Phé Ngan khé dai than
(vice-treasurer) cta Ireland v&i mtrc lwong 5.000 bang mot
ndm, ong tir chéi, va ti€p tyc séng nhdr 300 bang [cta ngudi
cha]. Ong tw tin vé chuyén thing tién, va hy vong dat dwoc
diéu d6 nh¢ cong lao cta chinh minh; dng lam viéc chdm chi,
va tré thanh ngwdi ndm thong tin tot nhét trong Vién Thi
dan vé chinh tri trong nwéc, cong nghiép, va tai chinh. Mot
ndm sau tuyén bé kiéu hanh ctia 6ng, Quéc veong dwa vao
ong khong chi d€ két giao ma con dé lanh dao chinh pht.
Khong nguwdi nao treedre 6ng tirng lam tha twéng & tubi 24;
va rat hiém vi tha twéng nao dé lai ddu 4n sdu dam hon 6ng
d6i véi lich st nwére Anh.

III. Nha vua d6i dau Nghi vién

George II hoan thanh 33 ndm tri vi ciia minh bang ndi chan
ghét ro rét danh cho chinh tri Anh: “Ta phat bénh mu6n chét
trieére thdy moi thir ngu xuin nay, va bang ca con tim minh
ta wéc gi Quy dir c6 thé tom tat ca gidm muc cic ngwoi, va
Quy di tom céc bd tredng, va Quy dir tom Nghi vién, va Quy
dtr tom c& hon dao nay, mién la ta c6 thé ra khdi d6 va téi
Hannover.”s> Ong dwoc yén nghi vao ngdy 25 thang Muwoi
1760, va dwgrc chon cit & Tu vién Westminster.

L& dang quang ctia George Il vao ngay mat cia ngudi 6ng
minh dwgc hau hét moi ngwdi Anh chao dén nhiét thanh,
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ngoai trir mot s6 it nhirng ké hay con quyén luyén nha Stuart.
Ong 22 tudi, khéi ngd, can cil, va khiém cung. (Ong 1 vi vua
Anh dau tién k€ tir Henry VI chju tir bo trong twée vi cia
minh veeong quyén doi voi nwére Phap.) Trong bai dién van
dau tién treérc Nghi vién 6ng da bd sung, vao vin ban von
dwore cac bd tredng stra soan cho, nhirng tir ngir ma khoéng
vi tién veong ngwdi Hannover nao tirng ndi ra: “Pwgc sinh
ra va gido duc & nwéc nay, ta vinh hién & danh xwng nguoi
Anh.” “Vi Qudc verong tré nay,” Horace Walpole viét, “c6 moi
déng vé cia mot ngwdi nha nhin. & d6 c6 vé phong nhi
dwom ciing phdm céch, va cé thién tinh tot bwe, von lan thoat
ra & moi dip.”®3 Ong con gianh thém thién cdm ctia dan ching
bing tuyén bd vOn ban ra vao ngay 31 thing Mwdi “nhdm
khich 1é 1ong sung dao va dc hanh, va nhdm ngin chin va
trirng phat théi tryy lac, tuc tiu va v luan.” Nam 1761, 6ng
két hon véi Quan chtia Charlotte Sophia xr Mecklenburg-
Strelitz; ty diéu chinh ban than éng truéc vé thiéu duyén ctia
virong hau, 6ng dwec ba ha sinh 15 ngwdi con, va khéng c6
thoi gior cho viéc ngoai tinh. Pay 1a diéu chwa tirng co tién 1é
d6i voi mot vi vua gbc Hannover.

Ong khéng thich cudc Chién tranh Bay Nam, khi 6ng mé&i
bon tudi, va cdm thy c6 thé thyc hién diéu chinh nao d6 véi
nwéc Phap. William Pitt I, qudc vy khanh (secretary of state)
cho BO Sw vu Nam phéan (Southern Department), va 1a nhan
vat théng tri trong B6 Chinh phti cia Céng twére xr Newcastle,
khang khing tiép tuc chién tranh dén khi Phap bi lam cho suy
yéu dén mtrc khong thé nao dwa ra thach thirc d6i véi dé€ quic
vén dwoc tao nén bang nhitng chién thing clia Anh Quéc &
Canada va An Do; hon nira, 6ng thic bach, khong hoa binh nao
can tao lap ngoai trir di cing vé&i lién minh ctia Anh, Friedrich
Pai d€. Vao thang Ba 1761, B4 twérc Bute dwge phong lam quéc
vu khanh cho B6 Sy vu Bic phin (Northern Department), va
tiép tuc thirc hién ké hoach nhdm dén mdt hoa wéc riéng biét.
Pitt khang cir mot cach vo ich, va vao ngay 5 thang Mwdi Ong
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tir chirc.’ George xoa diu Pitt bang khoan lwong hwu 3.000
bang cho 6ng va cho ngwdi thiva ké clia 6ng, va mot twdre quy
toc cho vor 6ng, nguwdi tré thanh Ni¥ Nam twéc x¢ Chatham.
Pitt (dén ndm 1766) tir chéi twée vi quy toc cho chinh minh,
bdi 1€ diéu nay sé loai trir 6ng ra khdi chién tran wa thich cta
ong, Vién Thtr dan. Khi 6ng ndi dén nhirng khoan lwong huwu
bdng giong khinh ré, dng bi chi trich kich liét do d4 chdp nhan
nhirng khoan tién nay, nhwng chng it hon s6 6ng da kiém
dwgrc, va nhitng nguwoi khac von kiém it hon thé nhiéu thi lai
nhan dwoc s6 tién nhiéu hon han.

Vao ngay 26 thang Nam 1762, Cong twéc xr Newcastle tir
nhiém sau 45 nam vang danh trong chinh treong. Ba ngay
sau, Bute k& nhiém 6ng lam Thu twéng. Gidr day, nhirng muc
dich cta vi Qudc virong tré tudi da nén hinh va nén chuyén.
Ong va Bute xem ddy 1a mét phin cta dic quyén hoang gia dé
quyét dinh nhitng dwong 16i chinh sach trong yéu, dic biét
trong chuyén ngoai giao. Hon nira, 6ng h4o hirc mudn phé vy
thé anh hwéng ma mot vai gia tdc giau c6 da gitr bay lau déi
v&i chinh phd. Nam 1761, mot vi Whig gia, William Pulteney,

i Thd&i diém nay la vao giai doan cudi clia cuéc Chién tranh Bay Nam.
TU cudi nam 1759, tinh hinh quéan sy & dat lién chau Au dang trd
nén nghiém trong dén mdc Pitt va nudc PhE déng minh déu mudn
c6 nhitng cudc hoa dam vdi ké thu chinh ctia ho: Phap, Nga va Ao.
Nhiing cudc hda dam nhu thé da dién ra tir thang Mudi Hai 1759 tai
Den Haag dén thang Tu ndm 1760 nhung khéng thu dugc két qua gi.
Li do ctia viéc hoa dam bat thanh mét phan la do e bédy gis Cong
tudc Choiseul ctia Phap da tuyén bé can dén sy gilp stic cta bén Tay
Ban Nha, nhung bi Pitt cuc luc phan bac. Téi dau nam 1761, Phap va
Tay Ban Nha rét cudc cling di dén mot cudc thuang thao nham lién
minh hai nudc nay lai, vi 18 hai hoang toc déu thudc nha Bourbon.
Trong quéng thang Ba dén thang Sau 1761, mot cudc hoa dam khac
gilta Phap va Anh ciing dang tién trién ém dep. Thé nhung tdi thang
Tam 1761, Hiép udc Gia téc (Pacte de famille) dugc bi mat ky két gitra
Phap va T4y Ban Nha. Theo dé, Tay Ban Nha déng y rang néu tdi ngay
1 thang Nam 1762, Phap va Anh khong ky két mét hoa udc nao thi
Tay Ban Nha sé tuyén bé chién tranh véi Anh.
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Ba twére x Bath, trong mdt ban sdch mdéng ndc danh, da thic
giuc Qudc vieong khong dwgrc man ¥ véri “cai bong ctia hoang
t0c”, ma nén dung “nhirng dic quyén phap li” dé cwong toa
“nhirng quyén phi phéap ctia gi¢i qua dau tri hw hdo”.%

Phe da s6 trong Vién Thir dan cho rdng, Quéc virong phai
chon nhirng vi b trwdng tir gi¢i lanh dao tiéng tim cta dang
phéi gianh thang lgi trong cac cudc bau clr; George doi co
quyén phép li € chon bd tredng bat luan thudc dang phai
nao, ma khéng chiu han ché nao ngoai trir trach nhiém ddi
v&i quoc gia.® Phai Whig da sdp dit cho Tuyén dé hau xw
Hannover ddng quang ngdi vua nw¢'c Anh; mot s6 ngwdi phai
Tory da thwong thao v&i gia toc Stuart dang lwu vong; hau
hét gi¢ri Tory déu lui vé dién trang ctia minh. Nhwng vao nam
1760 ho chap thuén triéu dai méi, va mot s6 dang ké da bat
dau t6 1ong ton kinh d6i vé&i vi Qudc veong sinh ra & Anh.
George chao dén ho, va thay khong 1i do gi ma 6ng khong

Vé&i mang Iugi gian diép cta minh, Pitt d& doan dugc su vu thuang
thao gilta Phap va Tay Ban Nha. Déng thdi, Pitt ludn kién dinh ring
mot cudc chién tranh 1a digu cé Igi cho nuéc Anh bay gid, han 13 Pitt
cho rang “cudc khung hoang hién tai chinh 13 thi ca vang dé nghién
nat ca hai nhanh cuta gia téc Bourbon” (Middleton, tr. 193). Tuy vay,
ndi cac Anh mét muc tir khudc yéu cau clia Pitt vé viéc tuyén bg chién
tranh ngay lap tdc véi Tay Ban Nha. Bay mdi la li do chinh xac cho viéc
Pitt tf chifc. Sau d6 khéng lau, thaing M6t 1762, Anh tuyén bé chién
tranh véi Tay Ban Nha.
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dwgc bd nhiém nhitng ngwdi Tory cd nidng luc, cling nhw
nhirng ngwdi Whig c6 nang lwc. Phai Whig phan d6i néu Quéc
vuong duoc ty do chon bd tredng va quyét dinh chinh sach
ma khong c6 trach nhiém gi v&i Nghi vién, thi “Dién chwong
vé Quyén loi” ndm 1689 sé bi vi pham, quyén hanh ctia Quéc
viong sé lai 1én téi mirc @ ma Charles I tirng khéng dinh, va
hai cudc cich mang nam 1642 va 1688 sé tré nén vo hiéu. Hé
thong dang c6 nhirng 16i [am, nhwng (theo 1ap luan cta gi¢i
lanh dao) ho la yéu t6 khong thé thiéu d6i vé&i chinh pht day
trong trach; ho mang dén cho tirng bo mot thé doi lap von sé
quan sat, phé phan, va (khi c tri mu6n) cé thé thay thé bo
bdng nhitng ngudi dwgc trang bi dé thay d6i dwong hwéng
chinh sach ma khéng lam x40 dong tinh cin bang cia nha
nwée. Nhwe vay, nhivng tuyén ranh gi¢i hinh thanh cho cudc
xung dot Ién dau tién vé quyén lyc trong triéu dai méi.

Bute chju mii tdn cOng cta tran danh nay. Sy chi trich
gan nhw tha cho Quéc virong, nhung khong tha cho me dng;
nhitng 161 da kich cdo budc ba la tinh nhan cta Bute; loi
vu khéng nay lam Quéc veong ddy con phin nd bt khoan
nhweng. Bute thiét dinh mot hoa wéc riéng biét voi Phép,i va
dé budc Friedrich wng thuan 6ng d3 chim dat tién bd tre chia
Anh cho Pho;' Friedrich goi 6ng 1a ga lwu manh, va tiép tuc

i Han |3 tac gid d3 nham lan, khi ma cudéc hda dam nadm 1761 giita Anh
va Phap thyc t&€ da that bai.

i Ngay 11 thang Tu 1758, Anh da ky két mét hiép dinh véi Phé, tiép
theo sau ban Hiép dinh Westminster nam 1756, trong d6 Anh hita
chu ¢&p cho Phé s& tién bé trg t8ng cdng 4 tridu Krone, tuong duang
670.000 bang Anh. Thang Hai Nam 1762, Huan tudc Bute tinh dung
8 tien b trg lam diéu kién bat budc Friedrich phai trinh bay rd rang
cac ké hoach quan sy va ngoai giao cta Phé. Tuy nhién, lic bdy gid,
sau khi Hoang dé Pyotr Il ciia Nga 1én ngdi, m8i bang giao gilta Phé
va Nga da céi thién, khién Phé bét phu thudc Anh vé tai chinh. Vi
|& do, Friedrich khéng lam theo y cla Bute. Lic nay, Bute nhu diing
trude mot thé ludng nan: chdm dut s6 tién bd trg va cd thé sé khién
Anh 1am vao canh bj c6 1ap, ho#c tiép tuc d6 tién cho Phé va theo dé
gitip nudc nay trong viéc gay chién su véi Ao va co thé ca Pan Mach.
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chién diu. Ngwoi dan Anh, ddu mirng vui vi da khién cudc
chién két thuc, lai chi trich hoa wéc nhw 1a mot dong thai qua
khoan dung ddi véi nwére Phép chién bai; Pitt trach ¢t ning
né vy nay, va tién doan rang Phép, véi lwc lwong hai quan
cOn ven toan, sé s¢'m bat dau lai chién tranh v&i Anh - didu
ma ho lam vao nam 1778. Vién Thit dan phé duyét hiép dinh,
319 thuén so v&i 65 chong. Me ctia George ho héi trudre viée
¥ nguyén hoang gia da thing thé; “Gi¢”, ba noi, “con trai ta da
thwe sw 1a Qudc virong nwérc Anh.”%

Cho dén luc dé, vi quan virong méi nay da tan hwdng céi
tiéng chinh tryc ciia minh. Nhwng khi 6ng thiy phai Whig dang
mua phiéu bau nghi vién va 16i cdnh ky gia vao viéc cong kich
cac chinh sach, 6ng bén cai thién cac chi du. Ong diing tién clia
minh va quyén Iyc bao tre clia minh dé€ khuyén du cac tac gid
nhw Smollett nhdm bao vé cAc muc tiéu va hanh dong cua Bo
Chinh pht. C6 1& Bute thiy dwoc nhitng chuyén lam nhw vay
khi ma, vao thang Bay 1762, 6ng thuyét phuc Qudc virong ban
lwong hwu cho Samuel Johnson, va 6ng khong phai thit vong.
Nhuwng khong ngwdi ting hd nao d6i véi vi Tha twdng nay
c6 thé bu lai nhitng 1 chi trich khon khéo cta John Wilkes,
nhitng 1&i chAm biém ac y cia Charles Churchill, hay nhitng
i nhyc ma ndc danh ctia “Junius”. “Nhirng 1&i khai khong
trwedre triéu dinh, bao gan va cay nghiét cling cyc so véi bat ki

Cudi cling, vao cudi thang Tu 1762, ndi cac Anh ciing da di dén quyét
dinh cudi theo nhu y muén cla Bute: chdm dut sé tién bé trg cho
Ph8. Theo Karl W. Schweizer - hoc gia chuyén vé bang giao cGa Anh
Quéc thdi ki nay - quyét dinh cham d(t nay khéng han thudc vé mat
tai chinh hay chinh tri, ma la mét quyét dinh vé mat tam Ii: nhu cau
doan tuyét v8i bédng ma ctia George II - cling vdi truyén thong Han-
nover - trong chinh sach ngoai giao ctia Anh Qudc (Schweizer, tr. 236).

Nguén tham khao:
Schweizer, Karl W. (1989). The Termination of the Prussian Subsidy.

Trong England, Prussia, and the Seven Years War: Studies in Alliance
Policies and Diplomacy (tr.226-245). New York: E. Mellen Press
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thir gl dwoe cong bd trong nhiéu ndm qua, gir diy ngdy nao
cling xuét hién, ca trong vdn xu6i 1an van van.”®

Nghi vién ldy tién ctia Qudc virong va cho dng phiéu bau,
nhung ho ghét vi tht twéng ngwdi Scotland clia 6ng, nguwdi da
vuron 1én ndm quyén lyc thong qua viéc phung sy lau dai d6i
véi mot dang phéi nao dé trong Vién Thir dan. Xac cadm chéng
Scotland dang cao & mot nwérc Anh von hay con nhé cudec xam
ldng clia ngwdi Scotland hoi ndm 1745. Hon nita, Bute da trao
moén béo bé chinh tri cho ddng hwong ctia 6ng: 6ng da phong
Robert Adam lam kién tric sw triéu dinh va Allan Ramsay lam
hoa si triéu dinh (b6 lor Reynolds); 6ng da chu cip lwong hwu
cho John Home, kich tac gia ngwdi Scotland, dong thoi chéi
ttr chirc gido sw cho Thomas Gray. Quéan chtng London bay to
cdm xuc bang cach treo hodc dét mot chiéc ing (nhw 1a cach
choi chir d6i véi Bute)' va bang cach tdn cong cd xe clia vi thi
twéng nay; 6ng phai gidu mit minh khi vao nha hat. Thué
déanh vao rwou tdo da lam mat 10ng dan ching néng thon, va
khién Bute thanh vi th twéng bi ching dan ghét nhét trong
lich stt Anh. Khong thé tién virot qua mwa gio, rd roi vé strc
khoé 14n tinh than, va nhin ra minh khoéng hop véi con xao
ddéng va muwru toan cda chinh trrorng, Bute tir chirc (8 thang Tw
1763), chwa day ba ndm & vai tro tht twéng cho Quéc virong.

Nguoi ké nhiém 6ng, George Grenville, lanh chiu ba diéu
xui rai: ong bi tdn cOng trén mit bao bdi John Wilkes bat kha
chién bai (khodng nam 1763); 6ng khién dwoc Nghi vién thong
qua (thang Ba 1765) Pao luat Tem von kh&i sy chuyén gy mét
long nhirng viung thudc dia x& My, va George III c6 con loan
tri dau tién. Sw thét bai va tir chirc ctia Bute 1am tri 6c va long
crong quyét cia Qudc virong tan nat; cudc hon nhan ctia 6ng
khoéng mang lai hanh phic nao cho 6ng; va Grenville dang &
thé doc 1ap dén khé sd, gan nhw chi phdi moi sy. George sém
hoi phuc, nhung dng con khéng di manh khoe dé khang lai
thé qua dau tri clia phai Whig von ki€ém soat hau hét Nghi vién

i Ung trong tiéng Anh la "jackboot", hiép van véi céi tén Bute.
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va bao giéi. Ong nhan nhwong béng cach myi mot ngudi phai
Whig, Hau twdc xi¢ Rockingham, thanh 14p mot bd méi cho
chinh phd.

C6 1& 1am theo dé nghi cta vién ki luc Edmund Burke, vi
Hau twédc nay trong mot nam da khién Nghi vién théng qua
mot s6 phwong sach xoa diu dan chiing. Thué rioru tdo bi bai
bo hodc stra déi lai; thué tem bi hily; mot hiép dinh v&i Nga
thac ddy mau dich; con xao dong vé sw vu ctia Wilkes bi de
nén; va han nhién khong vy héi 16 nao dwgc dung dé xic tién
phép ché. Qubc virong tirc gidn chuyén huy thué, va sy nhin
nhwong cta Wilkes. Ngay 12 thang Bay 1766, 6ng giai tan bd
cta Rockingham, dé nghi chtrc quy tdc cho Pitt, va yéu cau
ong cang dang chinh pht. Pitt déng y.

Nhwng vi “Dai Thir dan” nay da sa stt vé mat stirc khoe,
va tAm tri cing gan nhw vay. Gio» 6ng hi sinh 1ong mén mo
coOn s6t lai clia nguwdi doi bang cach chép thudn twéc quy toc
lam B4 twdrc x Chatham, theo d6, ttr bd vi tri cia minh trong
Vién Thir dan. Ong c6 bién ho cho minh: dng cadm thiy minh
qué strc yéu khong thé chju néi nhirng cang thang va xung
doét cta Vién Thr dan; & Vién Quy toc 6ng sé dwoc thu tha
hon va bét cing thing hon. Ong ddm mot vi tri twong d6i
tham ldng & vai tro dai than gitr vieong ti (privy seal), va cho
phép ban 6ng, Cong twérc x& Grafton, tram vao vi tri ndi troi
trén danh nghia la dé nhat huan twéc ngan kho (first lord of
the treasury). Tuy nhién, ddng nghiép cta ong dé y thiy ring
ong da quyét dinh chinh sdch ma khong tham van ho, hodc
maéc cho sy phan d6i cta ho, va nhiéu ngwdi nhe nhom khi
ong dén Bath dé€ tim cach lam thuyén giam chirng bénh gut
ctia minh. Ong lam dwoc chuyén 4y, nhing bang thudc khién
tAm tri dng xdo trén. Khi 6ng vé London, dng qua mét moi,
khong thé lam chuyén chinh tri dwgc nira. Vao thang Mwoi
1768, dng tir chirc, va Grafton tréd thanh tht twéng.
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Chinh thdi ki v6 chinh phti vé mit chinh tri thé nay (1766-1768)
ma mot nhém ngwdi mang tén “Quoc vieong chi hitu” (the
King’s Friends) da ty minh gan lién v&i cong cudc xtc tién
cac muc tiéu cta Quéc veong. Ho dian huéng George trong
chuyén phan bé long sung ai dé thu dworc sy ing ho chinh
tri, va dung moi phwong tién dé bau cac ¢ng vién, va dé bat
cac bd trwdng, von nguyén thé theo quan diém ctia hoang
gia. Khi Grafton ty than mdc vao nhitng kh6 khan va sai lam,
nhém d6 lam cho éng cang thém rdi boi cho dén khi dng ti
chtrc (27 thang Mot 1770). Ngay 10 thang Hai, ho dat dworc
thang lo1i to 1on nhit khi Frederick North (dwoc biét véi tén
goi Huén twére North, du mai dén nam 1790 6ng mdi thira
hwdng twéde hiéu nay) bat dau 12 ndm phuyng sy & vai tro dé
nhét huan twéc ngan khé.

North 1 mot ngwdi dan ong yéu &t, nhwng khong toi.
Chinh cdm gi4c vé 10ng trung va long thwong cdm da git ong
tai vi va gitp ong c6 dwec mot vi tri rat w kho chiu trong lich
str. Sinh ra trong gia dinh quyén quy, con trai ciia B4 twéc x
Guilford, 6ng tiép nhan du moi lgi thé vé gido duc va quan
hé, gia nhap Vién Thir dan & tudi 22, va gitr ghé ctia minh &
d6 trong gan 40 nam. Ong két giao nhiéu ban hitu nh¢ tinh
khiém nhwong, ti t€, hoa nha ciing khiéu hai hwéc.! Nhwng
ong theo phe bao thit mét cich nhit quan dén mirc kho lam
hai 1ong ai ngoai trir Quéc virong. Ong Ging ho Pao luat Tem,
viéc khai trir Wilkes, va (trwéec khi dén nhirng giai doan sau
cudi) ing ho cudc chién véri xtir My. Ong bao vé cac chinh séch
ctia George I ngay khi dng ng¢ virc tinh khon ngoan ctia chiing;
ong tw xem minh la dai dién cta Qudc virong, chir khong phai

i Khi mét dién gia than phién rdng North ngt sudt phan dién thuyét,
North dap lai rang that bat cdng khi than phién chuyén éng dang
dung dén phuong thudc ma chinh quy 6ng kha kinh day da cép cho.
Khi mét nghj vién gian dir doi [y dau éng thi éng tra I6i 6ng rat vui
ldng giao ndp nd néu dng khdng phai nhan tré lai dau cua nghi vién
nay.®® [Durant]
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ctia Nghi vién, cang khong phai cia ngwdi dan, va 6ng dudng
nhw lu6n chin thanh trong niém tin rang vi quin veong nay
c6 quyén phép li trong viéc chon b6 tredng va chi dao chinh
sach. Nho North, va tai xt tri ctia 6ng trong viéc quan li Vién
Thir dan - va nh¢ viée st dung tién quy dwgc Nghi vién cip
cho - George III cai tri dwgc nwéc Anh trong mot thap nién.
Nh¢ mét vy ma 6ng mua dwoc ghé va phiéu bau, ban cac
khoan lwong hwu va chirc vy, cip tién bé trg cho cac ky gia,
va tim cach gong cum béo chi. Chinh mirc d6 can ddm va c6
chép clia 6ng ma ngudi ta cin dén sy két horp ctia John Wilkes,
“Junius”, Burke, Fox, Sheridan, Franklin, va Washington mé&i
c6 thé ha bé 6ng.

IV. Nghi vién déi dau dan chiing

Chung ta doc dwgc trong cudn Journal (Nhat ky) ctia Gibbon
viét cho ngay 23 thang Chin 1762:

Pai t4 Wilkes &n t6i cling chting t6i... LAu nay t6i hiém khi
héi cling mot ngwdi bau ban hay hon vay. Ong c6 tinh than
bat diét, 6c di ddm va hai hwére vo tan, va chira nhiéu kién
thirc, nhung lai 1a vd cing hoang phi trong nguyén tic 1an
trong thwc hanh. Tinh cach 6ng thi khét tiéng, doi 6ng cang
thé&ng vé&i moi thtr ta 4c, va cudc dam thoai ctia 6ng day 1o
bang bd va tho tuc. Nhirng luan li nay 6ng ldy ty dic - béi hd
then 1a diém nhwoc dng c6 tir [au ké tir Itc dwgce thing tién.
Ong dich than bao chiing tdi réng trong thdri dai bt dong
¥ kién noi cong ching thé nay 6ng kién quyét gay dung gia
san cho minh.®

biy 1a quan diém clia mt ngwoi theo phe bao thd, ngwdi
c6 phiéu bau trong chinh pht trong suét tim nam lam nghi
vién ctia Vién Thir dan, va ngwdi khong sin long dong cam véri
ké thu ty tht va day sdc mau cta Nghi vién va Quic veong.
Tuy vay, Wilkes hén sé thira nhan da s6 ban c4o trang. Ong da
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rii bd dao dirc cling nhw than hoc Kitd gido, va thn hwdng viéc
pho trrwong 16 séng khoai lac trwéc mét cdc nghi vién, nhirng
nguwoi c¢6 chung nhitng ludn li nhw 6ng nhuwng lo so trwdc
tinh bc tryc cta ong.

John Wilkes 1a con trai cia mot ngwdi chwng cit mach nha
& Clerkenwell, phia bic London. Ong tiép nhan nén gi4o duc
tot & Oxford va Leiden, du d€ 1am Johnson kinh ngac véi kién
thirc vé ¢ dién cling “nhirng cung céch ciia mot vi quy 6ng”.”
O tudi 20, 6ng két hon véi “mot quy cd gia gdp rudi toi day’,
nhwng “cé mot gia san 1&6n”7” C6 1a ngwdi cha phai Bat thuan
dwgc truyén cho 1ong siing tin nghiém trang; 6ng bat dau sa
Vao ruegu va cac c6 tinh nhan. Khoang ndm 1757, dng két giao
v(&i Sir Francis Dashwood, Bubb Dodington, George Selwyn,
thi si Charles Churchill, va dé t& B4 twéc x Sandwich trong
“Cau lac bd Héa-Nguc” gdp nhau & Tu vién Medmenham xwa
ctt thudc dong Xito6 (Cistercian) ndm bén b¢r sébng Thames gan
Marlow. O do, trong vai trd “Tu si dién cia Medmenham”, ho
chidm biém nhirng nghi 1€ ctia Cong gido La-ma bang cach dn
mirng mot “Lé Missa Pen” danh cho Satan, va dung ting xu
hwéng tuc tiu va sung bai dwong vat.”?

Qua anh hwédng clia nhitng méi giao hdo, va nh¢ chi phi
7.000 bang, Wilkes dwoc bau lam nghi vién cho Aylesbury
(1757). Ong ban dau ti gén két minh véi Pitt gia, va, sau ndm
1760, gan v&i nhirng ké thu cda Bute. Do Bute cip tién cho tor
tap san The Briton ctia Smollett, Wilkes, dwoc Churchill phu
tror, vao thang Sau 1762 da khdi sy t¢ tuin bao doi lap, The
North Briton, von c6 dwoc lwgng doc gia rong khap nhé vin
phong day sinh lic va di ddm, va nh¢ tinh doc dia noi nhitng
bai cong kich d6i véi bd chinh pht. Trong mot sé bdo, ong
viét mot bai dai pht nhén - tc 1a 6ng lan truyén - tin dén
rang Bute da bién me clia Quoc veeong thanh tinh nhén cta
minh. & s6 b4o 45 (23 thang Tw 1763), dng chi trich Bute vi
da vi pham thoa thuin ctia Anh vé&i Phé bang cach ky két mot
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hoa wéc riéng biét véi Phap, va vi, trong mot “bai dién vén tir
ngai vang” do tha twéng doc nhan danh Quéc vwong, da gia
vor rang hiép dinh nay la sw ché tai doi véi Friedrich Dai dé.

Tuén ndy da cho cong ching thdy mot vi dy phong ting
nhét ctia sy v liém si trong bd chinh phtt ma ngwdi ta tirng
toan tinh... d6i v&i nhan loai. Bai dién vén ctia thi twéng hoi
th Ba roi la thir khong c6 gi sdnh d6i dwoc trong bién nién
st nwdre nay. Toi nghi ngdr liéu sy 4p dat d6 1én quan veong
16n hon hay 1én qudc gia nay lén hon. Moi ban hivu cta dat
nwée ndy han phdi ta than rang mot 6ng hoang véi vo s8
nhirng phdm tinh vi dai va nha nhin thé... lai c6 thé bi mang
ra dé trao ban ché tai d6i véi cai tén thiéng liéng ctia 6ng dén
mirc ghé t&'m nhat hang, va d€ dwa nhirng loi tuyén bo cong
khai von khong tai nao bién minh dworc... Toi doan chic moi
nguwdi ngoai quic, dic biét Quoc vwong nwéc Pho, sé 1dy
lam kinh t&'m va gém ghiéc trweée vi thi twéng nay. Ong
ta da khién vi quan virong clia chiing ta tuyén bé: “Ky vong
clia ta da dwoc thoa d4p du day bang nhirng két qua tot lanh
ma mot s6 dong minh v&i ngdi vua cla ta da c6 dwoc tl
Hiép dinh Chung quyét (Definitive Treaty). Nhirng thé lyc
dang 1am chién v&i ngwdi anh em thién hdo Qudc vwong
nwéc Pho clia ta da chiu xui khién d€ dong ¥ nhirng khoan
dieu chinh nhw vi quan vwong vi dai dy da wng thuan.” Loi
nguy bién khét tiéng ctia toan bd ciu nay la th ranh ranh
cho ca nhén loai, b&i I€ ai cling biét rang Qudc virong nuéc
Phé... bi rudng bé mot cach hén ha béi vi thi twéng ngwdi
Scotland ctia nwéc Anh... Vé “si chdp thuan hoan toan” ctia
Nghi vién vén dwoc khoa treong mot cach vo ich, thi thé
gi¢i biét 1a thr d6 dat dwgc bang cach gi. Mén no 1én trén
Civil List (Danh sich Dan sw)... da chirng té kha rd nhirng
cudc giao dich & mua dong nay.”

Du Wilkes da dién giai “bai dién vin ctia Quéc veong”

nhw 14 ctia Bute thyc sy, nhwng George III xem bai bao dy
nhw 1&i chi trich c4 nhan, va 1énh cho Huan twéc Halifax
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va Huan twérc Egremont, lac d6 dang 1a hai quéc vy khanh,
di bat tdt ca nhirng ké lién can dén viéc xudt ban s6 45 cta
to The North Briton. Ho ban hanh trat tdng quét - ttrc 1a cai
khong néu tén nhirng ngwdi bi tom; va dwa vao nhirng tir
ng® mo ho cla to trat thi 49 nguwdi bi bé ti1, bao gom Wilkes
(30 thang Tw 1763), mic cho quyén x4 mién cta Ong voi tw
cach mot nghi vién. Williams, ngwoi phuy trach in to tip san,
bi géng c6 lai, nhwng ddm dong reo mirng 6ng nhwr mot ké
t dao va quyén 200 bang dé€ chudc 6ng ra. Wilkes dé don lén
Thwong vu Phép vién (Court of Common Pleas) d€ yéu ciu
1énh trang vé bado hd nhan than (writ of habeas corpus), c6
dwoc t¢ 1énh trang d6, bién cai vu ciia minh, va dwoc Chanh
an Charles Pratt (ban cta Pitt) ban 1énh tha 6ng véi Iy do rang
viéc bat 6ng da vi pham dic quyén thudc Nghi vién. Wilkes
kién Halifax va nhirng ké khéc vé t4i bat ngwdi phi phap va
gay ton hai tai san, va c6 dwoc 5.000 bang tién dén bu thiét
hai. Sy chi trich cta Pratt vé nhirng trat 1énh chung d4 chdm
dt hanh vi lam dung gin nhw lam din Anh thiy birc béi
cting ngang nhw may birc lettre de cachet d6i véri dan Phéap.
Khinh nhon s6 ménh, Wilkes c¢dng tac véi Thomas Potter
(con trai cta Tong giam muc) dé soan ban Essay on Woman
(Lu&n v& ntr gi¢i) nhw mot ban giéu nhai nén tho ddi véi tac
pham Essay on Man (Luin vé con ngwdi) cia Pope. Ban vin
d6 1a mot hén hop nhitng 1o thd tuc va bang bd, trang bi
bing nhirng cht thich uyén bac theo cing mot cht kién, dwoc
quy cho Giam muc William Warburton, ngwdi dd thém cha
thich vao bai tho ca Pope. Ban van nho nay dwgc t& bdo cua
Wilkes in & ngay qué nha clia dng; né khong dwec xuat ban,
nhwng 13 ban in dwec 4n loat cho mdt vai ngwdi ban. Nhitng
vi bd tredng ctia Quic virong ldy dwoc nhirng to in thi, va
thuyét phuc B4 twére xtr Sandwich doc ching trwéde Vién Quy
toc. Vi B4 twdére nay da doc (15 thang Mwdi MOt) triede niém
thich thd clia gi¢i quy toc, nhivng ngwdi biét cai tiéng ngdng
cudng cta 6ng. Walpole cho ta biét rang ho “khong thé git
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nghiém mgt”” khi Sandwich doc, nhwng ho déng ¥ rang bai
tho 14 “mét 1o phi bang khiém nhd, tho tuc va nghich dao,”
va yéu cau Quoc veong truy t6 Wilkes vi tdi bang bd. Khi
Sandwich bao Wilkes rang 6ng ta sé chét trén gia treo c6 hodc
do bénh qua dwdng sinh duc, Wilkes dap, “Chuyén do6 con tuy,
thwa Huén twére, vao viée liéu toi c6 6m 14y nhirng nguyén tac
cta 6ng hay nguwdi tinh caa 6ng khong.”7s

Vao cling ngay 25 thang Mwdi Mot, Wilkes xuét hién trong
Vién Thtr dan d€ trinh don kién vé viéc xAm pham dic quyén
khi cho bat 6ng. Ong bi bd phiéu chéng, va Nghi vién ra 1énh
cho nguwdi treo c6 cong khai dot s6 45 cua Tor The North
Briton. Vao ngay 17, Samuel Martin, ngudi treéc day bi s6
bao d6 ngworc dai, da thach thirc Wilkes ddu kiém tay déi. Ho
gap nhau & Hyde Park; Wilkes bi thwong ning, va nam liét
givdng ca thang troi. Ngwdi dan London chi trich Martin
va cho hén 1a sat tha giét mwédn; ho ndi day khi ngwdi treo
c6 tim cach dét tor béo so 45; “Wilkes va tw do!” va “S6 Bén
muoi ldm” tré thanh nhitng khéu 1énh ctia ddm dan ching
noi loan dang lén chdng lai c& Qubc virong l1an Nghi vién.”
Sau khi mot ga Scotland cudng loan tim céch giét 6ng, Wilkes
1én duwong téi Phap (26 thang Mwoi Hai). Ngay 19 thang
Mot 1764, 6ng chinh thirc bi khai trir khoi Nghi vién. Ngay
21 thang Hai 6ng bi phan xt c6 tdi, & Vwong toa Phap vién
(Court of Kings Bench) vi t0i in t& bdo s6 45 va in ban vin
Essay on Woman; 6ng bi triéu tap ra toa lanh &n; 6ng khong
t&1i, va vao ngay 1 thdng Mwdi Mot 6ng bi tuyén bé 12 ké ngoai
vong phap luat.

Trong bén nim, Wilkes lang thang & Phap va Y, s¢’ bi cam
th ca doi néu quay vé Anh. O Roma 6ng doc nhiéu bai ctia
Winckelmann; & Napoli dng gip Boswell, ngwdi thiy bau ban
cung 6ng that li tha. “Nhing cAu hom hinh sinh dong va day
nhiét khi clia 6ng 4y vé nhirng vin dé luin li da cho tinh
than tdi mot niém xao dong dé chiu”” Trén dwdng vé Paris,
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Wilkes ghé tham Voltaire & Ferney, va quyén ra nguoi dan
ong di dém nhét chau Au béng chinh nét di dém ctia minh.

Viéc nhitng ngwdi ty do chd nghia tr¢ lai ndm quyén
dwéi trwdng Rockingham va Grafton da dan Wilkes téi chd
hy vong dwoc 4n x4. Ong nhan dwoc nhitng 101 trdn an ca
nhan rang éng sé khong bi quiy nhiéu néu éng gitr im ling.
Ong tr& vé Anh (1768) va théng bao tng cr vao Nghi vién
ttr London. Thua cudc tranh dua d6, 6ng kiém tim phiéu bau
tr Middlesex, va nhan dwgc da s6 phiéu quan trong sau mot
chién dich huyén néo; hat d6, phan 16m theo 16i d6 thi (gior
day n6 bao gbm khu Tay Bic London), c6 tiéng vi xu hwéng
thién cdp tién va hanh vi thu dich d6i v&i nén tw ban chi
nghia dang lén. Ngay 20 thang Tw, Wilkes dé trinh 1én toa,
mong doi nguwdi ta hly ban &an dat 6ng ngoai vong phap luat;
ban an dwgc hity, nhwng 6ng bi phat s6 tién 1.000 bang va bj
cam t 22 thang. Mot dam dong gian di giai thoat ong khoi
céc vién si quan va cong kénh Ong trong khic khai hoan qua
cac con phd London. Khi thoat khéi nhirng ngwdi hdm mo,
ong tw ndp minh cho nha tu & St. George’s Fields. Mot dam
dong tu tap & do6 vao ngay 10 thang Nam va dé nghi phong
thich 6ng lan ntra. Binh linh ban vao nhirng ké ddy loan; ndm
ngudi bi giét, muwdi ldm ngwdi bi thwong.

Ngay 4 thang Hai 1769, Vién Th dan mot [an ntra khai
trir ong. Middlesex lai bau 6ng (16 thang Hai); dng lai bi khai
trir; Middlesex lai bau dng (13 thang Tw); lan nay bang 1.143
phiéu so v&i 296 phiéu cho Henry Luttrell; Nghi vién trao ghé
cho Luttrell v&i ly do rang Wilkes, von da bi khai trir khoi
Nghi vién, vé mit phap li khong dt tw cach trong sudt nhiém
ki & Nghi vién. Luttrell bi cong kich khi 6ng roi Nghi vién;
ong khong dam ra dwdng.”® Mudi by hat va nhiéu thi tran
glti cong vin dén nha vua, than phién rdng cac quyén ctia cht
dat dwoc chon dai dién cho ho trong Vién Thir dan da bi vi
pham tréng tromn. Qudc veong, ngwdi da hing hon ung ho
chuyén truc xuét, dd 1am lo nhitng ban kién nghi d6, va thé 1a
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mot nghi vién, Dai t4 Isaac Barré, ndi & Nghi vién rang viéc bo
qua céc kién nghi “c6 thé day cho ngwi dan nghi dén chuyén
am sat.””*1John Horne Tooke, mdt cha xt tré von trwdrc d6 da
ttr b6 niém tin ctia minh trwérc vé quyén ri clia Voltaire, da ty
16t 4o théay tu minh ra va tuyén b6, sau nhiéu vu khai trir lién
tuc d6i véri Wilkes, rdng dng sé nhudm céi 4o choang den cta
muc s thanh mau dé.

Tooke chi dao viéc t6 chirc Hoi Nguwdri ung ho Pién chwong
vé Quyeén lg1i (1769), vén c6 muc dich tirc thi la nhdm phéng
thich Wilkes khéi nha tt, trd cac mén ng’ cia 6ng, va dwa 6ng
vao lai Nghi vién. Trong nhirng cudc hop cong khai ho khich
dong doi giai tdn Nghi vién hién th¢i do tinh trang nhiing
lam bat kha cai tao, va do khong hoi dap ¥ nguyén ctia ching
dan; ho kéu doi hdng ndm, Nghi vién phai dwoc bau bang
phd théng dau phiéu cho nam gi¢i tredng thanh, va kéu doi
trach nhiém cta cic bd d6i véi Nghi vién trong chinh sach
va chi tiéu.® Moi (rng vién vao Nghi vién déu phai tuyén thé
khong bao gi¢r nhan bét ki hinh thirc héi 1o nao, khong nhin
bat ki vi tri hay khoan tr¢' cip hay khodn tién thu lao nao
khéc ttir Quan virong; va moi nghi vién déu phai bao vé quan
diém ctia gi¢i ¢t tri dau cho c6 d6i nghich véi quan diém cha
chinh 6ng ta. Nhitng mdi bat binh ctia Ireland can phai dworc
bu dap, va nhirng thudc dia xtr My tw minh ho phai c6 quyén
thu thué nguwoi dan.®

Théang Bay 1769, William Beckford, & tw cach thi tredng
London, “ché phuc” (livery) cta thanh pho, hay vién chirc
khong dong phuc, da trinh 1én Quéc vieong bai dién van khién
trach hanh vi ctia cac bo tredng nhw 1a hanh dong 1at d6 dinh
ché ma dwa vao d6, nha Hannover da dwoc trao cho ngdi
vua nwéc Anh. Ngdy 14 thang Ba 1770, ho dé trinh 1én Quéc
veong mot ban khang nghi dung ngén ngt ctia cach mang;:

i Thanh ph& Wilkes-Barre, & Pennsylvania, dugc dat tén theo Wilkes
va Barré, nhitng ngudi & trong Nghi vién vén tung hé manh mé chinh
nghiép cta nhing thudc dia xit My. [Durant]
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“Bén dwdi strc anh hwdng kin d4o va thAm hiém vén, thong
qua trng chinh quyén lan lwot, @& danh bai moi ¥ dinh t6t va
moi ¥ dinh x4u dwgc dé nghi, phan dong & Vién Thir dan da
ngan tré ngwdi dan ctia ngai cé dwere nhirng quyén thiét than
nhdt. Ho da lam mot viéc gy hau qua tai hai hon chuyén
Charles I thu thué d6i véi phi dong tau, hay quyén han cip
tién ma James II ddm 14y.”®> Ban khang nghi yéu cau Quéc
vieong khoi phuc “chinh pht 14p hién... loai bd nhirng tay bd
tredng ta ac kia mai mai khoi hoi dong ctia ngai,”®3 va giai
tan Nghi vién hién thoi. Vi quan veong phan no, dit tay lén
gwom, kéu lén, “Trudc khi nhwong bd tredre mot cudc giai
tan, ta sé cay dén cai nay.”® London, thay vi Paris, dwong
nhw dang can ké cudc cach mang vao ndm 1770.

Dan vao con xo0dy bao liét noi chinh tredng, “Junius” giri
nhirng birc thw gy phién dong nhét trong lich str nwérc Anh.
Ong git bi mat danh tinh cia minh, thAm chi déi v&i cadc nha
xudt ban, d&n mirc dén ngay nay khong ai biét 6ng la ai, du
hau hét dy doan déu cho la Sir Philip Francis, ngw¢i ma ta sé
gdp & vai tro ké thu khdng ngirng nghi cia Warren Hastings.
Tac gia da ki tén & mot s birc thw 1a “Lucius”, mot sd ki 1a
“Brutus”; gi¢ day 6ng lay tén gitra cia Lucius Junius Brutus,
nguwdi ma theo Livius da 1at 6 mot vi vua (khodng 510 trwédre
Cong nguyén) va khai sang Cong hoa La Ma. L6t dung Anh
ngtr tinh thong dam chit nam tinh trong nhirng birc thw nay
da cho thdy “Junius” c6 hoc thirc, néu khéng mudn néi la
c6 cung cach, ctia mot quy nhan. Ong c6 1& 1a ngudi c6 tién
clia, b&i 6ng khong nhén tién cho nhirng btrc thw d6, ma véi
manh lyc va sy sdc sdo ching cé thé sinh lgi khi gia ting
lwgng phat hanh cta t& The Public Advertiser, t& bao ma
ching xudt hién tir ngay 21 thang Mwdi Mot 1768 dén ngay
21 thang Mot 1772.

Trong “Dedication to the English Nation” (L&i dé tang
qudc gia ctia ngwdi Anh), ma ong gin ding truwdc tap
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Letters of Junius (1772; Thw tr clia Junius), tac gia tuyén bd
muc dich “khdng quyét quyén ty do bau ct, va bién minh cho
ddc quyén chon dai biéu ctia ban”. Diém khéi d¢au cta 6ng 1a sy
khai trir 1ap di 13p lai d6i voi Wilkes, va vu bat bé, bang mot
tor trat chung chung, d6i véi nhivng ai c6 lién quan dén s6 45
cla tor The North Briton. “Ty do b4o chi 1a vi than bdo hd ctia
moi quyén dan sy, chinh tri va ton gido ciia mot ngwdi Anh, va
quyén ctia cac boi thdm doan... 1a mot phéan thiét yéu cta hién
phép nwéc ta” Tir 1ap tredng nay tac gid xét lai nhirng nén
tang cua chinh pht Anh Quéc. “Quyén lwc cia Qudc veong,
Vién Quy tdc va Vién Thr dan khong phai la th& quyén lyc
ddc doan. Ho la nhirng ngwoi dwoc ky thac, chir khong phai
cht s& hiry, cua trang vién nay. Quyén s¢ hiru hoan toan la &
CHUNG TA... T6i c6 long tin réng cac ban sé khong ph6 mic né
cho bay trdm ngwdi, von khét tiéng 1a bi Quan virong lam cho
doi bai, dtrng ra quyét dinh liéu bay triéu ngwdi dong dédng voi
ho sé€ la ngwoi tw do hay ké no 16778

Junius tiép tuc 1én 4n chinh quyén ctia Grafton (1768-1770)
& chuyén ban chtrc vi va gy nhiing lam noi Nghi vién bdng
nhitng 4n hué va héi 16. O day, don cong kich tré nén tryc
tiép, va dat do néng t&i mirc ngwdi ta nghi c6 mot sy kién
quyét béo thu cho sy ton thwong hay lding ma ca nhan.

Hay tién [én trude, h&i 6ng tht twéng dire hanh, va néi cho
cd thé gi¢i hay bang moén lgi ndo ma 6ng Hine da dworc tién
ctr trieére d4u chi 4n hué phi pham ctia Bé ha; éng ta da bd bao
tién dé mua céi béing sang ché dy?... Ong bing cach dé tién
dang dan x&p vu bao trer hoang gia cho budi déu gia... Ong
nghi ring nhitng trong toi nhw thé c6 thé théat dwgc ma
khong bi két t6i w? Qué thie dng cwe ki lvu tAm dén chuyén
duy tri cai Vién Thir dan hién thoi. Khi ban nguyén cai quéc
gia ndy, ho chic chin sé bao vé dng vé mat chi tiét, bdi trong
Itc ho bdo trg’ nhirng tdi c clia 6ng, ho cling lan im nhirng
tdi 4c ctia chinh ho.%
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Pon cong kich tiép tuc sau khi Grafton tir nhiém da lau, nhw
trong birc thw dé ngay 22 thang Sau 1771:

Téi khong thé, bang bat ki vé dirng ddn nao sao cho phai
dao, goi 6ng la ga hén ha va dé tién nhit hang & Vwong
quéc. Toi phan doi, thwa Huén twdrc, t6i khong nghi 6ng 1a
thé. Ong sé c6 mot d6i tht nguy hiém & dang danh tiéng
dy... chirng nao c6 mot ngwdri dang séng ma nghi dng xtng
dang v&i long tin clia Ong ta, va pht hgp d€ dwoc giao pho
bat ki vai trd gi trong chinh phti dng ta.

bay duwong nhw chi dich danh George 111 la “ga dé tién
nhit hang & Vwong quic”. Ngay tir Thw XXXV, Junius da du
dinh tan céng Qudc veong “bang long ty trong va clrng ran,
nhwng khong bang 1ong ton trong”: “Thwa ngai, that 1a mot
ndi bat hanh cho doi ngai... khi ngai khong bao gi¢r c6 thé
quen v&i ngdn ngtr clia sy that cho dén khi ngai nghe thiy
n6 & trong nhitng 1&i than phién ctia chiing dan. Tuy vay,
gior khong phai qua tré dé stra d6i 16i 1am trong nén hoc vin
cta ngai.” Junius khuyén George gidi nhiém céc vi by truedng
phéi Tory, va cho phép Wilkes gitr ghé ma 6ng ay da dwoc
bau vao. “Vi Quan vwong, trong ldc pho treong ban thin
trén sy tri an ca ngdi vi, nén nhé rang, do ngdi vi nay dat
dwoe tir mot cudc cach mang, n6d c6 thé€ mit di bang mot
cudc cach mang khéac.”®”

Henry Woodfall, ngwdi cong b6 birc thw nay trén t& The
Public Advertiser, bi bat vi tdi phi bang kich loan. Boi thAm
doan, ngAm nghi vé nhitng xtc cam clia giai cip trung lwu, tir
choi két 4n 6ng, va dng dwoc tha sau khi tra cac chi phi. Junius
gitr day da dat téi dinh diém cta sy 16 mang va quyén ning.
Nhung Quéc vieong van dirng virng, va gia cd vi thé ctia minh
bang cach trao chtrc thi twéng cho Huin twéc North, méot
ngwdi nhd nhin va khong ai lay ddng dworc. Junius tiép tuc viét
thw cho dén nam 1772, va sau d6 roi khoéi tran dia. Ching ta
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lwu y rang ndm 1772 Sir Philip Francis ri khéi B Chién tranh
(von la b c6 nhirng sy vy ma Junius by lau chirng té minh rét
am twdng), va chuyén dén An Db.

Nhitng birc thw nay thudc vé lich st van chuong 1an lich
st chinh tri cia Anh, b&i 1& chiing 1a minh hoa séng dong cho
van phong ma nhiéu chinh khach Anh Quéc c6 thé viron 1én,
hoéc ha thdp minh, khi con chdn nd kich dong - va tinh nic
danh bao vé - ho. Y day la thir tiéng Anh tuyét hdo tron voi sy
si nhuc, nhwng chinh sy si nhuc nay thwong la mét kiét tac
clia don cdng kich tinh té€ hodc cta birc thw trao phing nhixc
nhéi. O day khong c6 1ong nhan tir, khong c6 1ong phéng
khoéang, khong c6 ¥ nghi nao ma phe phai ctia ké di budc t6i
san sé cung toi 16i véri ké bi budc tdi. Chung t6i dong cAm véri
Sir William Draper, nguwdi, khi tra 1o biee thw cta Junius dé
ngay 21 thang Mot 1769, dd viét rdng: “Vwong qudc nay ngap
tran vo s0 nhirng ké hiém doc di trom cwép tinh cach va dec
hanh ca nhan, nhiéu dén mtrc khong ngwdi chan that nao an
toan; dic biét khi nhitng ké sat nhan dé tién dén hén nhat
nay tung nhat dam trong béng t6i, ma khoéng c6 gan dé ky tén
that cia chiing khi thwc hién nhirng thanh phidm 4c ¥ va toi
té ctia ching.”®®

Con dwong clia bdo chi Anh Qudc di dén sy tw do va strc
anh hwdéng 16m hon nita dwoc danh ddu badng mot xung dot
khac trong nhitng ndm nay. Pén khoang ndm 1768, mot s6 tor
bao bat dau in nhitng ban twdng thuat vé nhirng bai dién van
quan trong phat biéu & Nghi vién. Hau hét nhirng ban twdng
thuat nay déu theo phe phai va thiéu chinh xac, mét s6 con
do twdng twong ma ra, mot s6 thi tho 16. Thang Hai 1771, Pai
t4 George Onslow than phién v&i Vién Thir dan rdng mot tor
tap san da néu tén 6ng nhw “tén lwu manh nhé bé” va “do
cOn trung thm thwdng hén mon”. Ngay 12 thang Ba, Vién Thtr
dan ra lénh bt gitt nhitng nha in 4n. Ho khang cy, bat git
nhitng ké sap di bit ho, va mang ho dén tru¢ec hai Gy vién cao
cap (mot trong s6 d6 1a Wilkes) va Thi trudng, Brass Crosby.
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Ong Thi trirdng vo hiéu héa 1énh bit giam bat thanh d6i véi
cac nha in vién & rdng cac hién chwong cia thanh phd cdm
viéc bdt gitr mot ngudri London trir phi c6 trat do thim phan
thanh phé cdp. Thi tredng bi dwa vao Thap [London] theo
lénh ctia Nghi vién, nhwng dan ching néi 1én ung ho 6ng, tin
cdng cac cd xe ngwa clia cac nghi vién, de doa cac b trudng,
huyt sdo phan d6i Quéc virong, va xam chiém Vién Thr dan.
Thi trwdng dworc tha ra, va dwge dam dong khéng 16 hoan
nghénh. Cac t& béo tiép tuc in cac ban twdong trinh vé nhitng
vy tranh bién & Nghi vién; Nghi vién dirng viéc truy t6 gi&i in
4n. Nam 1774, Luke Hansard, dwoc Nghi vién dong thuan, da
bang nhitrng thao tac that nhanh chéng va chinh xac dé xuat
ban loat Journals of the House of Commons (Nhat ky Vién
Thi¢ dan), va ong tiép tuc loat nhét chi nay cho dén khi qua
doi ndm 1828.

Thang lgi lich st nay cta gi¢i bao chi Anh Qudc da tac dong
dén dic tinh clia cac cudc tranh bién & Nghi vién, va gop phan
bién ntra sau thé ky XVIII thanh th¢i hoang kim ctia thuét hing
bién Anh. C4c dién gia tr& nén ngay cang cin trong, c6 1é thém
chét kich tinh hon, khi ho cam thiy rdng ho dang dwoc nghe
thay & khap noi trén nhirng hon ddo Anh Qudc. Bwdc tién dén
nén dan cht la diéu khong tranh dwoc lac nay khi thong tin va
kha ning hiéu biét chinh tri dworc truyén b4 rong rai hon. Tang
16p thwong nhan, va cong dong tri thirc, cing nhitng ké cap
tién dang n6i déu tim thdy & bdo chi mét tiéng noi von dang
ngay cang tré nén bao dan va hiéu qua, cho dén khi n6 khuat
phuc chinh nén quan chd. Cac ct tri gi¢r ¢6 thé biét dai biéu
cta ho da bao vé ho va lgi ich cta ho dang hoang t&i chirng
nao trong viéc lam luat va d& bé lust. Nan nhiing lam tiép dién,
nhung suy gidm, vi ngudi ta c6 thé cong khai phoi bay né. Béo
chi tré thanh thé lyc thir ba ma d6i khi c6 thé gitr thé cAn bang
gitra cic tang 16p trong quéc gia hodc gitra cac dang phéi trong
Nghi vién. Nhitng ké c6 thé mua hodc kiém soét bao chi trd
thanh nhirng ké huing manh ngang véi cac bd trudng.
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Sy tw tai m&i mé, cling nhw hau hét cic quyén ty do,
thwong xuyén bj lam dung. Déi khi n6 tré thanh cdng cu cho
nhirng muyc tiéu ich ki va bé dang, cho sy dé6i dich tho lau
va bao lwc, hon bat ki cong cu nao da xudt hién trong Nghi
vién; sau d6 né xrng v&i danh xwng ma Chatham da trao
cho - “mot ké tw do da tw cach” (a chartered libertine).® Téi
lwgt minh thi né phai chiu sw uén nén cta tiéng noéi thir tw,
cong ludn, tuy nhién béo chi phan nao 1a nguodn tin cta no,
thwong la ké du hodc, doi khi 1a tiéng noéi dy. Puoc trang bi
kién thtrc sdu rong, nhirng ngwdi dan dng va dan ba khong
chirc vi bat dau phat ngdén vé nhirng chinh sich va phwong
thirc ctia chinh quyén; ho tu hop & nhirng budi mit-tinh cong
cong, va nhirng cudc tranh bién ctia ho d6i ltic ngang tAm v&i
nhirng cudc tranh bién noi Nghi vién vé stec anh hwdng 1én
lich str. Gi¢r day, tién bac cling nhw dong doi c6 thé thau dat
dwoc quyén cai tri; va doi lic, gitra cac chién si, ngwdi dan sé
dwoc lang nghe.

Wilkes dwoc tha khoi nha ti vao ngay 17 thang Tw 1770.
Nhiéu ngdi nha dwoc thip sdng nhw danh cho 1€ hoi, va éng
Thi trwdng trung ra trirérc Mansion House mt tdm bién ghi
chit LIBERTY béng nhitrng chir cii cao hon gocm.** Chang
mdy chdc Wilkes dwgc bau lam iy vién cao cip, sau d6 1a thi
tredng, va vao nam 1774 6ng mot lan niva dwec Middlesex
dwa vao Nghi vién. Gi¢r day, Vién Thtr dan khong dam ti choi
dwa 6ng chiéc ghé, va ong gitr gh€ sudt tat ca cac ki bau ctr
cho dén nim 1790. Ong lanh dao mdt nhém “nhirng k& cip
tién” trong Nghi vién, nhirng ngwi thic giuc cai t6 Nghi vién
va ban quyén bé phiéu cho “nhirng giai ting thip hon”.

Moi tac nhan ty do trong virong qudc nay cin phai, theo
mong mudn cta toi, dwoc dai dién trong Nghi vién. Nhirng
thi trdn ti tién va tim thwong, dwgc goi tén nhdn manh la
phan muc rita cta hién phédp chiing ta, can phai dwoc cat tia
di, va nhirng thi thanh giao thwong von giau c6 va dong dic
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- Birmingham, Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, va s6 khac - can
phai dwoc phép giri ngwdi uy quyén dén dai hoi dong ctia
qudc gia... Toi mong mudn, thwa ngai, mot Nghj vién cta
ngudi Anh noéi Ién cam thirc ty do, bat thién vi clia toan thé
ngwoi dan Anh.

Nghi vién doi 56 nam dé chdp thuén nhirng cai cich nay.

Wilkes tlr choi dirng ra tai tranh cr vao ndm 1790, va lui
vé cudc song riéng tw. Ong chét ndm 1797, & tudi 77, nghéo
nhw lac méi sinh ra, béi 1€ dng hét 1ong trung thwe & moi
chtrc vi cia minh.» '

V. Anh dé6i dau xi My

Néam 1750, dan s6 & cac viung thudc dia ciia Anh & Bic My x4p
xi 1.750.000 ngwdi; dan sd ciia nwéc Anh va Wales khodng
6.140.000.% Do mirc ting din s6 & cac viing thudc dia cao hon
nhiéu so v&i & mau qudc, nén sém muon gi dira con ciing sé
noi day chéng lai ngwdi me. Montesquieu da tién doan diéu
nay vao ndm 1730, tham chi chi ra rang sy d&t giy nay la
do nhitng han ché cia Anh Quéc 4p 1én thwong mai xt My.
Hau twére d’Argenson, khoang ndm 1747, dw doan rang, céc
ving thudc dia sé troi diy chdng nwéc Anh, hinh thanh mot
nén cdng hoa, va tré thanh mot trong nhirng cwedrng qudc vi
dai. Vergennes, ngay sau khi Anh chiém linh Canada tir Phap
trong cudc Chién tranh Bay Nam, da bado mot 1 khach nguoi
Anh: “Anh sé sém &n nén vé viéc da loai bd sy kim ham duy
nhat von c6 thé khién cho cac ving thudc dia ludén kinh so.
Ho khong con & thé can dén sy bdo vé clia mau qudc. Mau
quéc sé kéu goi ho gop phén cho [viéc chéng d&] nhirng ganh
ning ma ho da gitp gay ra d6i v&i cho miu quoc,’ va ho sé tra
1 bang cach xo04 bd moi sy phu thudc.”s

i Nguyén van Anh ngi clia tac gia: “She will call upon them to contribute
to[wards supporting] the burdens they have helped to bring upon
her”. Cum trong ngodc vudng danh dau phan tac gia trich thiéu.
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'Quén veong Anh Quoc tuyén bé c6 quyén pht quyét luat
do céac nghi hdi thudc dia (colonial assemblies) thong qua.
Nha vua khéng thwdong diing quyén han dé, nhung khi Nghi
héi Nam Carolina, “nhén biét dwgc méi nguy 1én vé xa hoi va
chinh trj dang trdi day tir viéc nhan boi khiing khiép s6 nguwoi
da den & thugc dia”, théng qua luat ap thué ning né Ién viéc
nhip khau no 1€, luit nay bi nha vua hiy bd, b&i 1€ “budn ban
no 1é la mot trong nhirng nganh sinh lgi nhat cta thwong
mai nwéc Anh.”% Trong nhirng van dé kinh t&€ Nghi vién dam
nhén quyén lap phap cho toan bo D€ quéc Anh, va thudng thi
hanh d6éng ctia ho wu 4i miu quic ma gy bat lgi cho thudc
dia. Muyc dich cta ho 1a bién xt* My thanh ngu6én hang vén
khong sn sang dwoc san xuit & Anh, va 1a thi treong cho
nhirng mit hang do Anh 1am ra.®® Ho ngan trd sy phat trién
cac nganh cong nghiép & thudc dia, von sé canh tranh v&i
nwéc Anh. Ho cAm ngudi & thudc dia san xuét vai, nén, do
da thudc, hodc nhirng san phim bdng sit;” do vy, Ba twdc
Chatham, diu trong chuyén khac rit doi than thién véi cac
vung thudc dia, lai tuyén b rdng dng sé khéng cho phép mot
céi dinh nao dwgc lam & x&* My ma khong dwec phép cta
Nghi vién.*® Cac ving thudc dia bi cAm thiét 14p cac 10 luyén
thép hodc nha may can kim loai.!

i DAy la két qua cla viéc ban hanh cac dao luat lién quan nhu Dao luét
Len (Wool Act) 1699, Pao luadt Nén (Hat Act) 1732, va Pao lust Sat
(Iron Act) 1750. Nhung theo st gia Charles M. Andrews, ngudi viét b
sach 4 quyén tr(r danh va day thdm quyén vé thdi nay (The Colonial
Period Of American History), thi ngudi ta da cudng diéu vé nhiing
tén that ma nhiing dao luat trén d& gay nén déi vdi nén cdng nghiép
thudc dia xt My (Andrews, cudc chd tr. 349). Thuc chét, theo John J.
McCusker, hoat ddng san xuat khéng bi cdm nghiém ngét bang hoat
déng xudt khau nhitng mat hang dugc san xudt & dé ma thudc dién
hang cdm theo ludt Anh; chuyén budn ban hé trong déi v&i chinh pha
mau quéc Anh vi chinh hoat ddng budn ban mdi la tht bi danh thué.

Ngudn tham khéo:

Andrews, Charles M. (1938). The Colonial Period of American History,
Volume IV: England’s Commercial and Colonial Policy. New Haven:

Yale University Press.
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Nhiéu sy kim hiam dwoc ddt1én gi¢i thwong gia xit My. Ho
chi c6 thé chuyén hang dwong thiy bing tau Anh Quéc; ho c6
thé ban thudc 14, vai bong, lua, ca phé, dwdong, gao, va nhidu
mon khéc chi cho lanh dia Anh Quéc; ho c6 thé nhap hang tiy
Au lyc chi sau khi nhitng mén hang nay cip bén & Anh, tra
thué cang khiu, va dwgc chuyén t&i tau Anh. DE bao vé viée
xuat khdu hang len clia Anh sang cac ving thudc dia xtr Mg,
nhirng thwong nhén x& thudc dia bi cAm ban hang len thudc
dia ra ngoai viing thudc dia sdn xuat mit hang ay.*® Nghi vién
dat ra thué cao (1733) d6i véi mat hang dwdng va mat dudng
nhdp khau vao x& Mi tir cac ngudn khac Anh Qudc. Nhirng
cw dan thudc dia, dac biét & Massachusetts, tranh dwgc mot
s6 quy dinh nay bing con dwong budn 1au, va biang cach bi
mat ban sdn pham x& My sang nhirng ving ngoai quic, tham
chi sang Phap trong suét th¢i Chién tranh Bdy Nam. Trong s
1.500.000 bang tra nhap khau hang ndm vao cic ving thudc
dia xtr My, chi khodng 10% thuén theo yéu ciu dwa hang qua
cac cang khdu Anh Quéc.* Phén 16'n rivgru whiskey dwore sdn
xuit b 63 nha may rieou & Massachusetts vao ndm 1750 da
ding dwdng va mat dwdong dwec budn lau tr Tay An thudc
Phép (French West Indies).

Nhdm bién minh cho nhirng bién phap han ché, ngudi
Anh chi ra réng nhitng nwéc Au chau khac, d€ bdo vé hoic
dé twdng thwdng cho ngwdi dan cta hg, da dat ra nhirng
sw kém ché twong tw d6i véi cac ving thudc dia cta ho; cho
rdang nhiéu sdn phim x@r My di tin hwdng dwgc thé doc
quyeén hoan todn cta thi trerng Anh théng qua viéc mién
trir thué nhap khiu; va cho rdng Anh xttrng dang c6 dwgc
phan loi kinh t€ nhat dinh dap lai chi phi bao vé ma hai quin
nwéc ndy bo ra danh cho cong tac van chuyén tau thiy & x@

McCusker, John J, (2007). British Mercantilist Policies and the
Colonies. Trong Stanley L. Engerman & Robert E. Gallman (chu bién),
The Cambridge Economic History of the United States, Volume I: The
Colonial Era. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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thudc dia, va chi phi ma quan d6i nwéc nay bo ra cho ngudi
dan thudc dia chéng lai Phap va dan da dé & xir My. Viéc truc
xudt thé lyc Phéap ra khéi Canada, va thé lyc Tay Ban Nha ra
khdi Florida, da giai ph6ng ngu¢i Anh khéi nhirng moi nguy
vOn gay rac r6i cho ho tir 1au nay. Anh cam thdy hop 1é khi
yéu cau x My gitp ho tra s6 ngr khéng 16 - 140.000.000 bang
- ma Anh Quéc d4 phét sinh ra trong cudc Chién tranh By
Nam. Nguoi dan thudce dia dap rang ho dd cung &ng 20.000
linh cho cudc chién 4y, va ban than ho cling phét sinh ra moén
ne 2.500.000 bang,.

Trong bét ki treong hop nao Anh ciing quyét dinh danh
thué cac viing thudc dia. Thang Ba 1765, Grenville dé xuat 1én
Nghi vién rang tit ca vin kién phap 1i thudc dia, tit ca dién
chwong, cong van, cc 14 bai, khé wérc, chirng tlr, véan tw thé
chép, chinh sich bao hiém va béo chi cAn phai mang con diu
tem béo chi phi phdi trd cho chinh pht Anh Quéc. Patrick
Henry & Virginia, Samuel Adams & Massachusetts, cho biét
ho khwéce tir loai thué nay véi nguyén do rang theo truyén
thdng—Magna Carta, cudc Dai Phan loan (Great Rebellion)
chong lai Charles I, “Dién chwong vé Quyén lgi” - ngwdi Anh
chi c6 thé bj danh thué cong bang khi c6 sy dong thuin clia
ho hodc sy dong thuan cta nhirng dai bi€u c6 thdm quyén.
Vay thi lam sao nguwdi dan thudc dia clia Anh c6 thé bj danh
thué b&di mot Nghi vién ma ho khong c6 1dy mot dai biéu?
Nguwdi Anh Qudc tra 101 rang nhirng kho6 khén trong chuyén
di lai va lién lac da khién cho viéc x(r My c6 dai bi€u trong
Nghi vién 1a diéu phi thyc t&; va ho chi ra rdng, hang triéu
ngudi Anh tredng thanh trong nhiéu thé ky nay da trung
thanh chdp nhén thué do Nghi vién &p 1én diu ho khong c6
phiéu bau nao; ho cdm thdy ngwdi xr My nén thdy rdng ho
gan nhuw dwoc dai dién trong Nghi vién, b&i cac nghi vién ty
xem minh nhw 1a ngwdi dai dién cho toan c6i D€ qudc Anh.

Ngudi dan thude dia khong thdy thuyét phuc. Béi 1€ Nghi
vién 1au nay da bao lwu quyén danh thué nhw mot diém twa
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cho sw ki€m soat déi v&i nha vua, do vy, ngwdi dan thude dia
bao vé& quyén danh riéng cho ho trong viéc tir danh thué x
minh nhw la lwa chon duy nhat déi véi nan dan 4p tai chinh
bé&i nhitng ké ma ho chwa tirng gap, va nhirng ké von chwa
tirng cham vao manh dat x& My nay. Gi6i ludt sw tranh yéu
cau st dung gidy t¢r c6 ddu tem; mot sb tor bao chira hinh dau
so & chd dang 1€ c6 ddu tem; ngudi xtr My bat dau tdy chay
hang héa Anh Qudc; thwong nhan huy nhitng don hang dit
san phdm Anh Quéc, va mt s con tir chdi chi trd nhitng
khodn n¢ ctia ho d6i v&i nwére Anh cho dén khi Pao luat Tem
bi bai bd."> Nhirng thiéu ni* ving thudc dia thé nguyén sé
khong chip thuin ngwdi theo dudi nao ma khéng 1én an Pao
luit Tem.*3 N&i phan uit clia quan ching dang lén mtrc do
ddy loan & mot s6 thanh phd; & New York vién thong d6c
(dwgrc Qubc vieong b8 nhiém) bj treo ¢ 1am gwong; & Boston
nha cda vi pho6 thong déc, Thomas Hutchinson, bi thiéu ryi;
nhirng ngwdi phat hanh tem bi cwdng birc, kém de doa treo
0, phai tir nhiém. Cam thiy bi tiy chay, thwong nhan Anh
Qudc kéu goi bai bo dao luat; nhirng ban kién nghi dwoc dé
trinh 1én chinh pht tir cic thanh phd nhw London, Bristol,
Liverpool, va nhitng thanh ph6 khéc, bay té rang néu khong
bai bo thi nhiéu nha san xuit Anh sé tiéu vong; hang nghin
cong nhan da bj sa thai khoi x& My vi thiéu don hang. C6 1é
chinh viéc nhin nhan nhirng khang cdo nay ma Pitt, sau con
bénh trwdng ki, da thwe hién man quay tré lai Nghi vién that
kich tinh, va tuyén bd (14 thang Mot 1766), “Quan diém cla
t6i 1a vieong qudc nay khong c6 quyén dit thué 1én cac viing
thudc dia” Ong gifu cot “y twdng rang cac ving thudc dia
gan nhwe dwoc dai dién & Lwdng Vién”. Khi George Grenville
xen vao va ngu y rang Pitt dang c6 vt ngdn ludn phién dong,
Pitt dap bang giong khiéu khich, “T6i hoan hi trwérc viée x
My dang khang cw.”**4

Ngay 18 thang Ba, Huan twéc Rockingham thuyét phuc
Nghi vién bai bd thué tem. P& xoa diu nhém “Quéc vwong
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chi htru” 6ng thém vao 1énh bai bé mdt “dao luat tuyén ngdn”
(declaratory act) tai xac nhan uy quyén cta nha vua, véi sy
dong thuan ctia Nghi vién, trong viéc ban luat 1é rang budc
ddi v&i cac viing thudc dia. Ngwdi dan xtr My chip nhan viéc
béi bd nay, va lam lor dao Iuét tuyén ngdn. Viéc hoa giai gio’
day duwdng nhw kha di. Nhwng vao thang Bay bo Rockingham
sup d6, va & b Grafton tiép theo d6, vi Chwdng 4n Qudc khd,
Charles Townsend tai 14p nd lyc bt cic viing thudc dia chi
trd cho céc Iyc lwgng hanh chinh va quin sy von cin thiét dé
bao vé ho chong lai r6i loan ndi bo hay hanh vi tdn cong cta
ngoai bang. Ngay 13 thang Nam 1767, dng dé xuat 1én Nghi
vién rdng nhitng thtr thué méi can dwoc 4p 1én thay tinh,
chi, gidy va tra, von dwoc nhdp cang vao x My. Loi tirc tir
nhitng hang nhip cang nay sé dwgc Qudc vweong dung dé
chi trd lwong cho céc vién théng d6c va thdm phan dworc nha
vua b8 nhiém cho xir M¥; bat ki khodn dw nao cling sé dwoc
hwéng dén viée duy tri quan doi Anh Qudc & do. Nghi vién
phé chuén. Townshend chét vai thang sau do.

Nguwdi x¢ My khéng lai nhitng thx thué nhap cang méi
nay, xem chung nhw loai hinh danh thué dan sy cai trang. Ho
gitt quan ddi va théng doc cia hoang gia dwdi vong kiém soat
bang cach khién ho vi céi dn cai mdc ma phy thudc phéan 16n
vao cac khodn quy do cic nghi hoi thudc dia tre cip; dang ndp
quyén lyc noi vi tién nay cho Qudc vwwong tic 1a giao viéc
cai quan chinh quyén x My cho uy quyén hoang gia. Nhitrng
nghi hdi nay hop lai thtc giuc mot cudc tiy chay tiép tuc doéi
v&i hang héa Anh Quéc. Nhitng nd lyc thu thué nhdp cang
m&i nay bi ngwdi dan khang lai kich liét. Huan twéc North
kiém tim sy nhwong bo bang cach huy bé tat ca thué tai chinh
ctia Townshend ngoai trir thué nh4p cang ba-penny-mdi-can-
Anh ddi v&i tra. Cac vung thudc dia néi 16ng cude tay chay,
nhung kién quyét chi uéng loai tra dwgrc budn lau vao. Khi 3
con tau clia Cong ty Dong An tim cach d6 bo 298 rwong tra &
Boston, 50 ngwdi dan thudc dia gidn di, cai trang thanh dan
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da dé Mohawk, 1én nhirng con tau d6, khuit phuc thiy tha,
va d6 hét hang xudng bién (16 thang Mwdi Hai 1773). Nhirng
vy ddy loan & nhirng cang khac xt My cing lam nan long cac
nd lyc nhép tra chia cong ty nay.

Phéan con lai clia ciu chuyén phén lén thudc vé xt My,
nhwng vai tro ctia gi¢i chinh khéch, dién gia, nha van va cong
luan Anh Quéc ciing 1am nén yéu t6 hé trong trong lich st
nuéc Anh. Cling nhw & M§, nhiéu nhém thiéu s6 nang n6 da
kéu goi long trung thanh v&i miu qudc va chinh quyén mau
qudc, & Anh, mgc di cdng chiing nhin chung ing h$ nhitng
phuwong sach quan sy ctia b Hudn twéc North, nhwng mot
nhom thiéu s6, dai dién trong Nghi vién bdi Chatham, Burke,
Fox, Horace Walpole va Wilkes, lai ra strc tim kiém hoa binh
theo nhirng diéu khoan wu i cho xtr My. Mot s6 ngudi thiy
dworc trong sy chia cit cong ludn nuwéc Anh nay mot sy phuc
hoi thé déi dau gitra phe Hoang gia va phe Nghi vién hoi nim
1642. Nha th¢’ Anh gido hoan toan ing hd cudc chién chong
cac vung thudc dia; HOi Giam li cling vay, theo sy lanh dao
clia Wesley; nhwng nhiéu ngwoi khac trong phai Bat thuan lai
lay lam tiéc cho cugc xung ddt nay, bi ho nhé réng phan 1én
ngudi dan thudc dia dén tir nhirng nhém ngwdri thudc phai Bat
thuén. Gibbon dong ¥ v&i Johnson trong viéc két an cac ving
thudc dia, nhung David Hume, ltc gan ké cai chét, da canh
bdo Anh Qudc rang nd lyc cwdng ché xir My sé dan dén tham
hoa.*s Nhirng nhom lgi ich thwong gia xoay sang ting hd Quoc
vrong do cac don hang chién tranh sé mang lai lri nhuén cho
ho. Chién tranh, Burke ta than, “qud dang dan thay thé cho
thwong mai'... Nhitng don hang lén cho quan nhu va kho bai
dt dang... da duy tri tinh than cta thé gi¢i trong thwong, va
xui khién ho suy xét rang cudc chién tranh x& My khong han
14 tai wong cho bang chuyén d6 chinh la tai nguyén ctia hg.”*°

i Nguyén van cla tac gia: ". . . is indeed become a substitute for com-
merce .. " Nguyén van cuta Burke: ". . . is become a sort of substitute
for commerce . . "
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Phe tw do chti nghia s¢ rdng cudc chién sé gia cd vi thé ctia
phéi Tory d6i v&i phai Whig, va vi thé ctia Quéc vieong ddi véri
Nghi vién; mot nha tw do chi nghia, Cong twéc x Richmond,
nghi dén viéc chuyén t¢i Phap d€ tranh nén chuyén ché ctia
nha vua.”’ George III c6 dwa 11 bao chira cho nhitrng ndi so¢r
dy. Ong ndm toan quyén d6i v&i cudc chién, tham chi nim
cd nhirng chi tiét quan sy; Huan twéc North va nhirng bd
tredng khac, thueong chdng lai phan doan riéng ctia minh,
tudn theo sy dan dat cia nha vua. Quéc virong cdm thdy néu
ngudi xit My thanh céng thi nwé'c Anh hén sé d6i dién véri
nan bao loan & céc viung thudc dia khac, va cudi ciing sé chiu
bi gi¢i han trong hon dao ctia chinh minh. B4 twé'c Chatham
tuy vay lai cdnh bdo Nghi vién rang cudc trin 4p cwdng ché
doi véi xtr My sé 1a mot chién thing cho cic nguyén tic clia
Charles I va James II. Ngay 20 thang Mw¢i Mot 1777, khi quan
doi Anh Qudc chiu nhiéu thit bai & My, va Phap dang gti tién
trgr cip cho cac vung thudc dia, thi Chatham, trong luc t&i
Vién Quy tdc nhw thé tir ndm md bwére ra, da nghe bai “dién
van tir ngdi vua” clia tha twéng véi sy néng rudt cao dg, va
da drng 1én thyc hién mot trong nhirng bai dién thuyét vi dai
nh4t ma nén hung bién Anh Quéc tirng ghi nhan. & day lich
st va van chwong hop nhat:

T6i dirng 1én, h&i cac vi huin twéc, d€ tuyén bd cdm nghi
ctia minh vé chi dé nghiém trang va nghiém tdc... ma toi
khong thé tan thanh véi bai dién vin ma quang va siém mi
von wng thuin va gang strc hop phap hoa, nhirng phwong
sach kinh hai von dang chét chong nbi si nhuc va bat hanh
lén ching ta - von dang mang lai tinh trang phé tan t&i
trwdc clra nha ching ta. Pay, thwa cac huan twéc, la mot
thoi khic rat d6i nguy nan va dir doi! Gir khéng phai lac
tan tung. Sy sudn sé noi loi xu ninh gidr khong thé gitp ich
gi... Gior that can thiét phai chi dan cho dirc vua bang ngoén
ngir chia sy that... H¥i cac huan twéc, day 1a bén phan cla
chting ta; n6 1a chirc phin diing dan ctia nghi hoi quy tdc nay,
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dang ngbi vi danh dy cta ching ta & Vién nay, hoi dong c6
tinh k€ thira ctia Quan vwong. Va ké ndo 1a tay b trudng -
tay bo trwdng dy & dau - ma dam dé nghi véi dirc vua béng
th&r ngdén ngi trai nghich, vé6 phap ma hdém nay da truyén
tai? Ngon ngtr quen thudc tir ngdi vua da 4p dung cho Nghi
vién d€ xin loi khuyén... Nhwng vao hom nay, va voi yéu
sach cwe ki trong dai nay, khong sy nwong cdy nao dwoc dit
vao nhirng 1&1 tw van vé hién phép clia ching ta, khong loi
khuyén nao dwoc vién cau tir sy ki lwdng tinh tao va sang
subt ciia Nghi vién, nhwng ngai Quan virong, tiy minh va béi
minh, da tuyén bd mot quyét dinh bat kha bién d6i nham
theo dudi nhirng phwong sach... c6 tinh ménh 1énh va cedéng
birc 1én ching ta... von dang quy gidn P& qudc dang phon
thinh mudén mang nay thanh d6ng tan tich va sy ghé tém.
“Nhung hom qua, va nwéc Anh c6 1é da dieng 1én chéng ca
thé giti; gi @y khong ké nao dang thwong dén mirc di to
long ton kinh v&i nwée nay”

H&i cac hun twére, cac vi khong thé chinh phuc xtt Mg... Cac
vi ¢6 thé treong phong moi chi phi va moi nd lwc mot cach
phung phi hon nita; hay chit chong va tich lily thém moi sy
pho trgr ma cac vi c6 thé mua 14y hodc di mwon; giao thwong
va trao d6i hang hoa véi moi 6ng hoang Dirc tham thwong bé
nho vén dang di ban va phai giti than dan cta y dén chd réi
b bevi...; nhitng nd Iy cia cac vi mai mai vo ich va bat Iyc -
con hon thé tir sy tre gitp ctia ddm linh danh thué ma cac vi
nwong cdy vao, bdi 1 n6 gy bao tirc t6i, d&n mirc 0oan phin
khon giai, d6i v&i dau 6c ctia ké thit cac vi... Néu toi [a mot
ngudi Mi, twa nhw t6i [a mot nguoi Anh, thi trong khi mot
todn quan ngoai qudc do bo vao dt nwdc minh, toi sé khong
bao gi¢r dit vii khi cia minh xudng - khong bao gi¢ - khéng
bao gi¢r - khong bao gio!*®

Burke c6 gang dung hét moi ning lyc i ludn ctia minh
lam cho Nghi vién va ndi cac xua di y nghia thwc hién mot
chinh sach vii Iyc chéng x My. Ttr ndm 1774 dén 1780 trong
Nghi vién, 6ng 1a dai biéu cho thanh phd Bristol, mét noi
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c6 nhitng thwong nhan ban dau chéng cudc chién tranh vé&ri
xtt M§;'*° lac nay 6ng ciing la mét dai dién dworc tra lwong
ctia bang New York." Giéng Chatham, 6ng khong phtt nhin
quyén ctia Nghi vién trong viéc ddnh thué cac viing thudc
dia, va 6ng khong tng hd viéc cac viung thudc dia vién dan
dén nhitng Iy thuyét triru twong vé “quyén tw nhién”. Ong
dwa van dé d6 xudng chd ma nhirng vi wong nganh wa hanh
dong c6 thé hiéu 6ng: Liéu danh thué xi My c6 phai diéu thyc
t&? Trong bai dién thuyét ctia minh vé viéc danh thué xr My
(19 thang Tw 1774) 6ng lén 4n khdéng chi nhirng dao ludt ctia
Townshend ma con ca loai thué ba-penny 1én tra; 6ng canh
béo rdng néu cic loai thué dwoc thém vao nhirng han ché
trong cong nghiép va thwong mai von da dwoc dit 1én x My
thi ngwdi dan thudc dia sé n6i loan chdng lai, tir d6 sé pha vér
DPE€ quoc Anh vira m&i ché'm va lam 6 danh Nghi vién.

Bi ché trach vé van dé nay, ngay 22 thang Ba 1775, Ong tiép
tuc khan khoan chuyén hoa gidi. Ong chi ra réng budén ban
vé&i xtr My da ting gap 10 Ian trong quang 1704 dén 1772, va
ong hdi rang liéu c6 khon ngoan ching khi lam gay d6, c6 1é
ca hy sinh, cong cudc thwong mai 4y béng chién tranh. Ong
s¢ rdng chién tranh véi cac viing thudc dia sé khién nuwéc
Anh bi so h¢ treeére don tdn cOng chia ké thu ngoai bang; diéu
nay da xay ra vao nim 1778. Ong ddng ¥ réng dai dién cta xt
My tai Nghi vién 1a diéu khong thyec tién do bién ca cach trd;
opposuit natura;' dng chi yéu cau nwérc Anh khong nén trong
cay vao chuyén danh thué ma cay vao nhirng khoan tro cép
ty nguyén tir cic nghi hoi thudc dia; nhirng khoan tién &y c6
thé virgt qua s6 tién thu dworc tir viéc danh thué tryec tiép sau
khi @4 kh4u trir c4c chi phi thu tién cwdng birc.

i opposuit natura (Latin): Thién nhién chéng lai. Cum tUr Latin nay dugc
Burke dan lai tir tdc phdm clia Decimus Iunius Iuvenalis, thi si thdi La
M3, trong doan ndi vé tudng Hannibal xam lugc xu v "opposuit na-
tura Alpemque nivemque” ("Nature throws in his way Alps and snow”
- Satura X, dong 152 - ban dich Anh ngf ctia G. G. Ramsay).
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bé xuit dai khai nhw vy ctia dng bi tir chdi vé&i s§ phidu
270 so vé&i 78 phiéu thuan, nhwng 6ng c6 niém an i cta viéc
dat dwoc tai hung bién va ky nang ctia Charles James Fox dé
phuc vu cho muyc dich clia minh; nhw thé bat dau mdot tinh
ban dwoc cing ¢6 bang cudc Cach mang Mi va bi phan li
bé&i ngwdi Phap. Gibbon goi bai dién thuyét clia Fox ngay 31
thang Mwd1i 1776 1a bai dién thuyét tai tinh nhit ma dng tirng
nghe, va Horace Walpole tuyén b6 n6 1a “mét trong nhitrng bai
dién vén tinh hdo va s6ng dong nhat [ctia Fox]”." Walpole dit
minh & phia hoa gii; 6ng ta than vé sy sup d6 clia thuat quan
li quéc sy Anh Quéc dwéi thoi Huan twére North; va vao ngay
11 thang Chin 1775, 6ng viét thw cho Horace Mann:

Nghi vién sé hop ngay 20 thing t&i, va sé chon 26.000
thuy thi. Mot doan van day méau me! Bing nhitrng thong
kh& nao ma ty do cin phai dwgc bdo toan & xtz My! O Anh
didu gi c6 thé ctru van né? Oi, nwéc Anh dién loan, dién
loan! That la mot con cudng mé, khi ném di nhirng béo vat
ctia minh, phd rui cd d€ quéc giau c6, va hy sinh tw do cta
noé, dé vi quan veeong nwée nay cé thé 1a lanh chia chuyén
quyén ciia nhirng ving sa mac vd bién noi x My, va clia
mdt hon dao Au chau vén bi ban ciing di, s6 dan sut di, va tir
d6 tré nén tim thuong!™

Khoéng phai long nhiét tinh ctia Chatham, Burke, va Fox,
ma chinh nhing chién thing va chinh sich ngoai giao ctia
cac vung thudc dia da thuyét phuc ngwdi dan Anh, va sau d6
14 chinh quyén Anh, hwéng dén nhirng ¥ nghi vé hoa binh.
Viéc Burgoyne dau hang & Saratoga (17 thang Mwdi 1777) la
diém ngoit; lan dau tién nwéc Anh coi trong i canh béo
cta Chatham, “Céac vi khong thé chinh phuyc x@® My”. Khi
Phap cong nhan “Hop ching quéc Hoa Ky”, va tham gia cudc
chién chéng Anh (6 thang Hai 1778), phan doan ctia chinh
khach Phap da xac nhan phén dodn cia Chatham, va ganh
ning do Anh Qudc sinh ra lai cang chit thém béi trong lwong
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noi vit khi cta Phép va noi hai quan Phap nay da phuc hoi.
Ban than Huan twdc North di mat hét hang hai, va nai xin
dwgc cho phép tir chirc; Qubc virong, ban thwdng cho ong,
1énh 6ng c tai nhiém.

Nhiéu nguoi Anh thoi danh bdy gior cdm thdy chi mdi
chinh pht do B4 twéc Chatham lanh dao méi c6 thé gianh
dwgc cac ving thudc dia tir phe lién minh cta Phap dé€ vé hoi
lai cing nwéc Anh. Nhwng George sé khong nghe thiy diéu
do6. “Ta long trong tuyén bo,” 6ng bao North, “rdng khong
gi c6 thé khién ta dich than ban chuyén véi Chatham.”s Vi
B4 twdrc dén Vién Quy tdc lan cubi cling vao ngay 7 thang
Tw 1778, dwoc c@p nang va ngwdi con trai William diu dé,
guong mat 6ng nhot nhat mang vé cin ké céi chét, giong néi
ong yéu &t dén mirc gan nhw ching ai nghe ra. Mot lan nira
ong khuyén nén hoa giai, nhwng ré rang “chéng viéc chia cit
ché d6 quan cht ¢d xwa va quyén quy nhit nay” bang cach
trao quyén doc l1ap cho x My."® Cong twéc x¢ Richmond tra
lori rdng chi bang cach trao quyén nhw thé thi ho méi gianh
dworc xtr Mi khoi tay ngudi Phap. Chatham c6 dieng day néi
Ian nira, nhwng 6ng sup xudng phat con dong kinh. Ong chét
ngay 11 thdng Nam 1778. Nghi vién 1am mot budi 1€ qudc tang,
vé&i ngdi md va dai twdng niém nam & Tu vién Westminster.
Theo sy dong thuan phé bién, 6ng 1a ngwdi Anh vi dai nhat
thoi cia minh.

Nhirng sy kién hoi ha dén hoan tit con tham hoa ma éng
da tién doan trwdrc day. Vao thang Séu 1779, Tay Ban Nha
nhap ciing Phap trong cudc chién chéng Anh; ho cho quén
bao vay Gibraltar, va diéu ham d6i dén tham gia cudc tdn cong
vao nhitng chuyén hang hai cia Anh Qudc. Vao thang Tam,
mot hai d6i hdn hop gdm 60 tau Phap va Tay Ban Nha da tién
vao eo bién Anh; Anh néng rudt chuén bi khang cw lai mét vu
xam lwoc; bénh tit lam té liét ham d6i ctru dich kia va budc
no6 phai lui vé Brest. Vao thang Ba 1780, Nga, Pan Mach, va
Thuy Dién hop nhét lai trong mot “Tuyén ngoén vé Trung
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lap vii trang”, nguyén chéng lai viéc Anh c6 hanh vi x6ng 1én
cac con tau trung lap d€ luc tim hang hoa cta ké dich; chéng
may chéc, cac bén trung lap khac cting ky ban tuyén ngdn nay.
Ngudi Anh tiép tuc tim kiém tau Ha Lan; ho tim thdy chirng
cr clia nhirng thod thuin ngam gitra thanh phd Amsterdam
va mot ngwdi dam phan x My. Anh doi trirng phat cac vién
chirc Amsterdam; chinh phtt Ha Lan ti¥ chdi; Anh tuyén b6
chién tranh (thdng Mw&i Hai, 1780). Gir gan nhuw toan bd cac
nha nwéc & ving Baltic va Pai Ty Dwong da lién minh chong
lai Anh, mét nwéc méi gan day thoi con thong tri bién ca.
Tam trang ctia Nghi vién phan 4nh chuyén cic tai hoa lién
tuc kéo dén. Noi phin uit dang lén trwére viec Quic vivong
ngan tré thu twéng mudn chdm dit cude chién. Vao ngay
6 thang Tw 1780, John Dunning d3 dwa mot ban kién nghi
1én Vién Th dan tuyén bé “rang strc anh hwdng cia Quan
veong da ting 1én, dang tdng lén, va can phai lam cho suy
giam bot”; ban kién nghi duge phé chuin theo s6 phiéu 233
thuén so vé&i 215 chong. Ngay 23 thang Mot 1781, Pitt tré dam
mot ghé trong Vién; trong bai dién thuyét th hai, 6ng chi
trich cudc chién tranh v&i My nhw 1a thx “dang nguyén rua,
ta 4c, man r¢, tan nhan, phi tw nhién, bat chinh va ic 6n nhat
hang”*7 Fox ho h&i chdo dén Pitt vao hang ngli nhirng ké
déi dich nha vua, khéng nhin thay tre¢c dwgre chuyén chang
thanh nién nay sé s¢'m tré thanh ké dich manh nhét ctia 6ng.
Ngay 19 thang Mwdi 1781, Huan twéc Cornwallis dau
hang Washington & Yorktown. “Oi Chtia o1, moi thtr d4 hét!”
Huan twéc North kéu than, nhwng Qudc vieong mot murc bao
cudc chién phai tiép tuc. Vao thang Hai va thang Ba 1782, tin
ttrc bay dén cho hay rang Minorca d3 bi ngwdi TAy Ban Nha
chiém linh, va mot s6 dao viing Tay An bi Phap chiém. Nhitu
cudc biéu tinh cong khai khip nwéc Anh kéu doi hoa binh.
Phe da s6 ctia North trong Vién Thtr dan gidm con 22, con 19,
cOn mot - & kién nghi “rang Vién khong con twa 1ong tin noi
nhitng vi bo tredng hién tai” (15 thang Ba 1782); diéu nay
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lam nén mot tién 1€ lich str cho tha tuc clia Nghi vién trong
viéc cudng birc chuyén thay d6i B6 Chinh pht. Ngay 18 thang
Ba North viét cho George III mt birc thw néi ro véi nha vua
rang ca chinh sach hoang gia d6i véi My 14n nd lyc thiét 1ap
quyén t6i cao clia nha vua ddi véi Nghi vién thay déu that bai.

Bé ha dwoc thong tri rang & nwdc ndy vi Quan veong trén
ngai khong thé, bing tinh than trong, chdng lai long kién
quyét c6 ch tAm cta Vién Thir dan... Nghi vién da bay t6
cdm nghi cta hg, va cdm nghi clia hg, diu cho cong chinh
hay IAm lac, ki cling phai 1 thir chiém wu thé. Bé ha... khong
hé mét di chat danh dw nao néu ngai nhwong bo."®

Ngay 20 thang Ba 1782, sau 12 nam kién nhin phung sy
va tong phuc, Huan tuéc North tir chirc. George III, tinh
thin nat tan, viét mot birc thw théai vi, nhwng khong gl
di. Ong chdp nhan mdt b gom nhitng vi theo tw twdng tw
do vOn dang dic thing: Rockingham, B4 twdc x& Shelburne,
Charles James Fox, Burke, va Sheridan. Khi Rockingham chét
(ngay 1 thang Bdy), Shelburne ké nhiém 6ng lam dé nhét
huan twéc cda ngan khd. Fox, Burke, va Sheridan, 1ong ghét
Shelburne, bén tir chirc. Shelburne ti€p tuc sdp dit mot hiép
dinh hoa binh (Paris, ngay 30 thang Mwd&i Mot 1782; Paris
va Versailles, ngay 20 thang Mot va 3 thang Chin 1783), giao
Minorca va Florida cho Tay Ban Nha, va Senegal cho Phép, va
cong nhan khong chi nén doc 1ap cua cac ving thudc dia xt
M§ ma con cong nhin cd quyén ctia ho déi véi toan thé 1anh
thé ndm gitra day nai Allegheny, Florida, song Mississippi va
Ngii Dai HO (Great Lakes).

Nguwdi Anh by 1au héo hirc chor mong chuyén hoa binh,
nhwng ho phin nf trwdére viéc nhwgng quéa nhiéu dat cho cac
ving thudc dia. Nhirng 1&i chi trich nhdm dén Shelburne da
lén t&i mirc &c liét dén nbi dng phai dé don tir chire (ngay 24
thang Hai 1783). Khi cuc tranh cai gitta Shelburne va Fox
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chia cdt phai Whig theo tw do chii nghia thanh nhitng bo
phan khong dd manh d€ ndm quyén Nghi vién, Fox dong ¥
thanh 1ap mot Bo Chinh phd lién minh v&i ké cyru tha Huan
twdc North. Burke mot 1an nira trér thanh tredng ngan quy
quan doi. Sheridan, ngwdi ludén mic ne, dwec phong lam
bd tredng ngan khé. Ca Fox 1an Burke déu c6 mot thei gian
nghién ctru v& hanh vi clia ngwdi Anh & An Do, va dat nwéc
d6 gior day thé chd My nhw 14 vin dé khén thiét nhat trong
chinh tri Anh Quéc.

VI. Anh va An P6

Cong ty bong An Anh Qudc da dworc tai td chirc ndm 1709
thanh “Lién hiép Céng ty Thwong nhan nwéc Anh trao doi
mé4u dich v&i Pong An”i Hién chwong ciia cong ty nay dén ti
chinh pht Anh cho phép cong ty & thé doc quyén trong cudc
mau dich gitra Anh va An bd. Cong ty dwoc quan ly béi mot
cht tich va 24 giam déc dugc chon ra thwong nién bdi mot
“Hoi Nghiép cht” (Court of Proprietors) trong d6 mdi ngwdi
nim c6 phin 500 bang tré 1én c6 dwoe mot phidu bau. & An
Do cong ty tré thanh t6 chirc quan sy kiém thwong mai, va
chién dau vé&i quan d6i Ha Lan, Phdp va quan ban dia dé danh
cac miu dat noi d€ qudc v vun ctia ngwdi Mogul. Chinh mét
trong nhirng cudc chién thé nay ma Siraj-ud-daula, vi Nawab
(Pho virong) cia Bengal,® gianh dwec Calcutta® tir cong ty, va
cam ti1 146 ngwdi Au chau trong “H6 Pen xtr Calcutta” (Black
Hole of Calcutta) - mdt cin phong tim 5,5 X 4,3m, chi ¢6 hai
clra s6 nhd; 123 td nhan chét trong dém (ngay 20-21 thang
Sau 1756) do s6c¢ nhiét hodc do ngat thé.

i Nguyén gdc: United Company of Merchants of England trading to the
East Indies.

ii Tén dia phuang: Bangla.

iii Tén dia phuong: Kolkata.
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Robert Clive, Téng d6c Ph4o dai St. David, da dAn mot dao
quan nhé dén chiém lai Calcutta cho cong ty. Ong tham gia vao
am muwu cia Mir Jafar, mot nha quy tdc & triéu Siraj-ud-daula,
nhém lat d6 vi Phé virong; véi goo linh Au va 2.300 linh ban
dia 6ng da danh bai 55.000 ngw¢i & Plassey (ngay 23 thang Sau
1757); Siraj-ud-daula bi xt t&, va Mir Jafar dwoc dit vao vi tri
nawab x(r Bengal. Clive tién vao tht phti, Murshidabad, véi tw
cach ké chinh phuc. Noi day déi véi 6ng c6 vé nhw ngang béng
v&i London vé kich & va 6 1€ wu troi hon vé clia cai. Trong
ngan khé cia Nawab, 6ng thiy mot lwong tich liy la thwong
cac dong rupee, trang sirc, vang, bac va nhirtng mén chau bau
khéc. Prge moi néu phan thwdng cho viéc dwa Mir Jafar 1én
ngoi, ong yéu cau 160.000 bang cho chinh minh, 500.000 bang
cho luc quan va hai quén ctia 6ng, 24.000 bang cho tirng thanh
vién trong ban quan trj cong ty, va 1.000.000 bang lam phi hw
ton cho tai san cong ty & Calcutta. Chinh day 1a dip ma Clive dé
cap khi 6ng néi v&i Vién Thir dan rdng 6ng ldy lam kinh ngac
trueére sy tiét ché cia ban than.” Ong nhéan tdng cdng 200.000
bang lam qua tir Mir Jafar,* va dwoc cong nhén 1a toan quyén
Anh Quéc & Bengal. Cong ty, bang cach tra tién thué thwong
nién 27.000 bang cho Mir Jafar, dwgc cong nhan la lanh chda
t0i cao ngw trén 882 ddm vudng quanh Calcutta. Nam 1759, d6i
lai sy hd tror trong cudc trin 4p bao loan, Mir Jafar dong ¥ hang
ndm mién cho Clive tién thué do cong ty tra.

Khong bi canh tranh, cong ty béc 16t ngwdi ban dia ma ho
chi phéi gan nhw khong c6 chit nhan tir ndo. Pwgc trang bi
vit khi t6i hdo, ho khién gi¢i cai tri ngwoi An D¢ chi trd hang
dong tién d€ dwoc Anh Quéc bao vé. Khong bi chinh phtt Anh
Qudc giam sat, va mién nhiém triedc Mwdi Diéu ran & phia
Pong kénh Suez, cic vién chirc cip cao cla cong ty da gay
dwoc nhiéu mon lgi khong 16 nhe budn bén, va tré vé Anh
véi tw cach 13 nhitng nabob vén c6 thé mua cd mot thi tran
b6 thi hodc mua mot nghi vién ma tai san ho khong chit suy
suyén nao.
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Clive vé qué nha & Anh vao ndm 1760, lic 35 tudi, mong
cho tan hwdng danh tiéng va clia cai. Ong mua da s8 thi trin
dé chi huy ca mot khoi trong Vién Thir dan, va ban than 6ng
con dwere bau vao Ngh1 vién tir Shrewsbury. Mot s6 giam d6c
cta Cong ty Bong An, do cam thdy 6ng da trom cdp vweot qua
ndm thang cia 6ng, nén da cong kich 6ng bang cach dung tai
liéu gia trong phi vu v&i Siraj-ud-daula va Mir Jafar; nhung
khi tin t&i London rdang nhitng cudc néi loan cia dan ban
dia, chuyén héi 16 quan chtrc, va sy bat tai trong hanh chinh
dang gay nguy hai cho vi thé ctia cong ty & An D9, Clive hdi
ha quay lai Calcutta (1765) lam toan quyén Bengal. ' d6, dng
ra sttc ngan chdn nan tham nhiing trong cac phy ta, ngan
cudc binh bién trong hang ngii quan d6i, va ngin nhitng
cudc ndi day lién tuc ctia gidi cai tri ban dia chéng lai cong
ty. Ngay 12 thang Tam 1765, 6ng thuyét phuc dwoc vi hoang
dé Shah Alam v6 dung triéu Mogul cho cdng ty quyén kiém
soat tai chinh tron ven ddi v&i cc tinh ctia Bengal, Bihar va
Odisha v&i dan s6 t&i 30 triéu nguwdi va lgi tiee thwdng nién
4.000.000 bang. Diéu nay, va chién thing ctia Clive & Plassey,
da tao nén P& quéc Anh & An Do.

Strc khoe 6ng tan ta do hai ndm gang cong gang strc, Clive
tré& vé Anh vao thang Mot 1767. Cac giam doc cong ty tiép tuc
thyc hién don cong kich 6ng, v&i sy tror gitip clia cac vién
chirc ma nhitng man tong tién cta ho trweérc day bi dng chan
lai. Tin téc vé mot nan déi 16n & An Do, va vé nhitng cudc tin
cong ctia dan ban dia d6i véi nhirng don liy clia cong ty, da dw
phan vao khong khi hodng hot trong d6 nhiéu yéu nhin ngwdi
Anh da chiu nhitng t6n that nghlem trong. Nam 1772, hai ty
ban nghi vién diéu tra cac sy vu & An Do, vahé 1o nhirng man
doi tién va nhitng cdnh nhin tim ma Horace Walpole da kéu
gao: “Ching ta da lam t6t hon ngwdi Tay Ban Nha & Peru!
Chiing ta da giét choc, trut phé, cuedp boc va tiém quyén cai
tri. Khong, cic vi nghi gi vé nan déi & Bengal, trong d6 ba triéu
ngwdi mit mang, von c6 nguyén do nam & thé doc quyén vé
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lwong thyc cung rng ca ddm bay t6i ciia Cong ty Dong An?”
Néam 1773, mot trong nhirng ty ban diéu tra yéu ciu Clive giai
thich cho Vién Th dan vé nhitrng phwong phap va nhirng loi
16c cta 6ng & An Do. Ong thira nhan gan nhw tat ca di kién,
bdo vé chiing va cho d6 1a nhirtng thi dwoc ddm bdo bdng
phong tuc dia phwong va nhitng nhu ciu cda tinh thé, va noi
thém rang, khi cic nghi vién bit ddu danh gi4 danh dy cta
ong thi ho khéng dwoc quén danh dw cda chinh ho. Vién Th
dan bé phiéy, 155 so v&i 95, rdng Ong da nhan 234.000 bang
trong sudt ki cai quan dau tién ¢ Bengal, nhwng lai cho rang,
ong “dong thoi da Iam dwoc phan sy cao ca va dang khen doi
véi dit nwéc minh.”?2 Mot ndm sau, & tubi 49, Clive ty sat
(ngay 22 thang Mwoi Mot 1774).

Nim 1773, Huln twéc North khién Nghi vién thong qua
mot dao luét 14p quy von xtc tién mot khoan vay 1.400.000
bang cho céng ty nhdm cru van né [va nhirng c6 dong trong
Nghi vién] khong phai roi vao canh pha san, va dat toan bd
lanh thé do cdng ty cai tri & An D6 nim duéi quan hat khu
Bengal, va quan hat khu nay; dén lwgt minh, chju trach nhiém
treére chinh phtt Anh Qudc. Warren Hastings dwgc b lam
toan quyén Bengal.

Ong da tir ngudn gdc thdp kém vwon lén vi tri nay. Me
ong chét khi sinh 6ng, cha 6ng bo x& di phiéu lwu va chét
¢ vung Tay An. Mot ngudi cha da gri 6ng di hoc & Hoc
hiéu Westminster, nhwng ndm 1749, ngwdi cht nay chét,
va Warren, & tudi 17, giong thuyén di gay dwng san nghiép
& An Do. Ong ghi danh lam tinh nguyén vién duéi treéong
Clive, dy phan vao cudc tai chiém Calcutta, t6 ra man can va
c6 tai trong viéc cai quan, va dwgc sung vao hoi ddng quan
Iy cac sy vy cha cong ty & Bengal. Nim 1764, 6ng tré vé
Anh. Bén ndm sau, cic gidm déc thuyet phuc 6ng gia nhap
Hoi dong Madras. Trén dwong téi An D) ong gap Nam twédc
Imhof ciing phu nhan, Marion, ngwdi tré thanh tinh nhan
chia Hastings va sau d6 thanh vo 6ng. Ong lam t6t nhiém vy

97



Will va Ariel Durant

& Madras, va vao nam 1774 dng bat dau sy cai tri ndo loan clia
minh trong vai trd toan quyén Bengal.

Ong 1am viéc cham chi, nhwng nhitng phwong phap ctia
ong mang tinh dc tai, va mot s6 phwong sach clia ong lai
cung cdp tw liéu cho mot s cudc cong kich nhadm vao dng do
Sir Philip Francis thyc hién trong Hoi dong Bengal, tira nhw
tinh thé sau nay trong Nghi vién v&i Burke. Khi cac bd toc
Maratha khoi phyc Shah Alam 1én ng6i triéu Mogul & Dehli, va
ong chuyén giao cho ho nhitng quan thudc Kora va Allahabad
ma Clive da phan cho dng. Hastings ban nhirng quin nay cho
Nawab viung Oudh véi gid 50 lakh rupee (20.000.000 d6-la
Mg§?), va phai mdt todn quan cta cong ty dén gitp vi Nawab
nay gianh lai viing nay. Ong cho phép Nawab duing linh ctia
cong ty d€ xam lwoe va chiém lanh thé Rohilkhand, va vi
tht linh viing 4y (theo 1&i Nawab) dang n¢ tién 6ng, cong ty
nhan mot khoan lén cho nhirng binh linh nay. Hanh dong
ctia Hastings ro rang vi pham nhi*rng ménh 1énh do cic gidm
d6c ban cho 6ng;™ tuy nhién, nhitng gidm d6c nay tinh gia
tri cla mot vi toan quyén bang s6 tién dng giti vé nwéc Anh.

Mot vién chirc ngudri An b0, Nuncomar, cao budc Hastings
nhén hoi 10. Francis va nhirng uy vién hdi dong khac tin lori
budc tdi d6, va luan rang “khéng mot hang loai bién thl nao
ma ngai Toan quyén nghi rang bo qua n6 la diéu hop 1i.724
Nuncomar bi bt vi t0i lam hang gia, bi két 4n va bi xt ti
(1775). Hastings bi nghi ng¢r la da gay anh hwdng lén vi chanh
an, Sir Elijah Impey (tirng la nghién cru sinh & Winchester),
dé yéu sach c6 dwoc mot 4n phat ngng dén bit thwong. Nam
1780, Hastings dé bat Impey vao mot vi tri phy thém mang
lai 6.500 bang mdi ndm. Man t6 cdo qua lai gitra Hastings
va Francis dan dén mdot cudc ddu ki€ém tay do6i va Francis bi
thwong ndng.

Haidar Ali, vi maharajah cia Mysore,’ nghi rdng cudc
tranh cai gitra Hastings va hoi dong 6ng ta 1a dip dé truc xuét

i Tén dia phuang: Mahisharu.
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cong ty nay ra khoi An Po. Puoc ngwdi Phép hd tre, ong tdn
cdng cac don lily cta cong ty, va gianh dwoc mot sé chién
thang ddng bédo dong (1780). Hastings diéu quan va tién bac
ttr Bengal d€ chéng lai dng ta. Haidar Ali chét (1782), nhung
con trai 6ng Tipu Sahib tiép tuc cudc chién dén khi gap tran
thit bai cu6i cing ndm 1792. C6 1é chinh vi tai tr¢' nhitng
chién dich thé ndy ma Hastings cau dén nhirng mwu d6 gay
tién ctia von dan 6ng dén chd bi luan toi.

Ong d@oi héi tir Chait Singh, rajah ctia Benares,' tién bao tro
chién tranh ngoai phan loi tirc ma quén d6 phai tra thwong
nién cho cong ty. Rajah 14y c& khong c6 kha ning thuan theo
chuyén ndy. Hastings din mot dao quan nhé dén Benares
(1781), trudt phé Chait Singh, va doi gdp d6i khoan lgi tirc tir
ngudi ké vi Chait. Vi Nawab ctia Oudh, xao lang chuyén chi
tra cho cong ty, giai thich rang dng ta c6 thé thyc hién nhirng
khoan chi trd nay néu cong ty gitip 6ng truc xuit ngwdi me
va ngwdi ba ctia 6ng, cac vi begum (ba hoang) cua Oudh, dé
giai phong cho dng s8 tién khoan 2.000.000 bang ma cha ctia
vi Nawab d6 @€ lai cho hg. Ngwdi me da nhwong cho 6ng ta
mot khoan tién 1n d6i lai 1oi hiva khoéng xin thém nira; cong
ty, mdc cho Hastings phan d6i, da thyc hién 161 htra twong
tw. Hastings khuyén vi Nawab d6 nén lam lo’ 101 hira nay. Ong
diéu binh linh ctia cong ty dén Fyzabad; bang cach tra tén va
bd do6i, binh linh da budc dam né boc yém hoan cta cac ba
hoang phai giao ndp kho bau (1781). Nh¢ vay ma Nawab da
tra dwoc no’ cho cong ty.'

Trong ltc @6, Sir Philip Francis, sau khi binh phuc chin
thwong, da tré lai Anh (1781), va gidi thich v&i cac gidm ddc
va ban bé cia minh & Nghi vién nhirng diéu 6ng xem 1a tdi 4c
ctia Hastings. Nam 1782, Vién Thtx dan khién trach Hastings va
nhirng d4c vu khac clia cong ty vé chuyén “trong mét s trudmg
hop da hanh dong béng mot cung cach t&m lom d6i voi danh du

i Tén dia phuong: Varanasi.
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va chinh sach ctia quéc gia”, va 1énh cho céc vi giam d6c phai
triéu hoi ho. Céc vi gidm déc ban mot 1énh nhw vay, nhung
Hoi Nghiép cht khang 1énh, c6 thé vi cudc néi loan Mysore
hay con dang tiép dién.

Thang Muwdi Mot 1783, Charles James Fox, & vai trd Bo
tredng Ngoai giao trong B6 Chinh phti lién minh, da dé 1én
Nghi vién mot “Dién chwong Cai cach An P” von sé dat Cong
ty Dong An duéi quyén kiém soat clia céc ty vién dwoc Bo
Chinh phu b6 nhiém. Gi¢i phé binh than rang dién chwong
nay sé cho phai Whig cta Fox-Burke mot ngu6én bao tr¢gr doi
dao. Pién chwong dwoc Nghi vién thong qua, nhwng Quoc
vwong truyén du cho cac vi huan twéc rang 6ng sé xem la ké
thu d6i véi bat ki ai bau chon thuan theo phwong sach nay;
ho bd phiéu chéng, 95 so v&i 76 thuan. Vién Tht dan tong dat
mdt ban khang nghi chinh thirc rang sy can thiép ctia nha vua
vao phap luat 1a mot 16 héng day tai tiéng ctia ddc quyén nghi
vién. Qubc vieong, xac quyét rang Bo Chinh phu lién minh da
mat long tin vao Nghi vién, bdi bo ban khang nghi (thang18
thang Mwdi Hai 1783) va yéu cau William Pitt, & tudi 24, thanh
1ap mét chinh pht m@i. Tin rdng chang trai nay c6 thé thing
dwoc cudc bau cr toan qudc, George III gidi tan Nghi vién
(thadng 23 thang Ba 1784) va lénh cho cac dac vién cta 6ng
truyén di mong mudn ctia nha vua trong khu ctt tri nhdm bao
dam sy trd lai ctia s6 dong phe bao tha. Nghi vién hop ngay 18
thang Nam tran ngap nghi sy vi Pitt va Quéc vong.

Pitt 1a bac théy cai quan va quan ly chinh tri. Sy tap trung
k§ lwdng cta 6ng khi 1am nhiém vy, kién thtrc cdn ké vé cac
s vy, théi quen chiém nghiém ki cang va phén doan than
trong da cho 6ng thé thwong phong ma gan nhw tit ca cac
vi bo trrdng déu nhanh chéng thira nhan. Gidr day, lan dau
tién ké tir thori Robert Walpole (ngudi dwgre con trai dng ding
thuat ngtr nay' d€ goi vao nam 1773), Anh c6 mot tha twéng,

i Tlc goi bang danh xung “prime minister”.
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b&i vi khéng mét hanh dong quan trong nao do dong nghiép
ctia Pitt thyc hién ma thiéu sy dong thuan cta 6ng. Thyc
t€, ong thanh 14p “chinh pha ndi cac” - thao ludn tip trung
va trach nhiém dwoc hop nhit gitra cic b tredng lanh dao
dwéi quyén mot sy lanh dao duy nhét. Du Pitt ddm vi tri &
thé wu 4i uy quyén nha vua, nhwng sy 1am viéc chdm chi va
thong tin sdu rong cda éng dan dan nang dng lén vi thé ma tir
d6 6ng dam vai tro dan hwéng thay vi lam theo Quéc virong.
Sau con co giat thit hai cia George III (1788), chinh Pitt 1a
ngwoi cai tri nwéc Anh.

Viéc 6ng dac biét quen vé&i chuyén kinh doanh va tai chinh
da cho phép 6ng khoi phuc mot ngan khé vén chiu ganh ning
that hiém nghéo béi hai cudc chién tranh 1&n trong mot thé
hé. Pitt da doc Adam Smith; 6ng lang nghe cac thwong nhan
va nha san xudt; 6ng giam thué nhap cang, thwong lwong
mot hiép wére vé mirc thué giam véri Phap (1786), va lam gidi
lanh dao cong nghiép thich tht bdng cdch tuyén bo ring gidi
san xudt nhin chung phai dwoc mién cac loai thé. Ong dén bu
chuyén nay bang cich danh thué tiéu thyu: ruy-bang, vai dét
quén, ging tay, mi, nén, treong ki, mudi, rwgru vang, gach,
da lat, gidy, ctra s6; nhiéu ngdi nha dung gb che lai cic ctra s6
nham gidm thué.”” T¢i ndm 1788, ngan sach dwoc can bang,
va Anh théat dworc nan pha san cip chinh pha, von 1a th dan
nwéc Phap téi cudc cach mang.

Truwéc bau ct, Pitt da dwa vao “Pién chwong An Do Dé
nhat”, von da bi chin. Gi¢ 6ng dé 1én mot dién chwong tht
hai: mot Ban Kiém soat do Quoc veeong bo nhiém sé quan ly
nhtrng moi quan hé chinh tri ctia Cong ty Pong An, dong thoi
nhitng méi quan hé thwong lai va bao tror dwgc dé cho cong
ty gidi quyét, tuan theo quyén phu quyét ca nha vua. bién
chwong dwoc thong qua (thang 9 thang Tam 1784), va chi
phdi cac sy vy Anh - An cho dén nam 1858.

Fox va Burke xem vu dan xép nay 1a mot sy dau hang 6
nhuc treedc mot cdng ty von khét tiéng vi nan nhiing nhiéu va

101



Will va Ariel Durant

toi ac. Burke c6 nhirng li do dic biét d€ to ra bat man. Ngwdi
bdo tror Huan twérc Verney, ngwdi anh trai Richard Burke va
ngwdi ho hang William Burke ctia 6ng da dau tw vao Cong ty
boéng An, va da chiu nhitng t6n thit ning né do cd phiéu dao
dong.*® Khi William Burke t&i An bo, Edmund tién clr 6ng
vo1i Sir Philip Francis nhw 1a mét ngwéi ma ong ¢ 10ng mén
yéu diu dang; William dwoc phong lam trwéng ngan quy, va
t6 ra la ké “cing nhiing nhifu nhw ai”*® Francis, quay lai
Anh, cho Burke va Fox phién ban ctia minh vé chinh quyén
cla Hastmgs ong la mot nguon dé Burke c6 dworc kién thirc
dang ké vé cac sw vu & An b9. Cudc cong kich Hastings cua
phe Whig theo tw do chti nghia dworc cho 1a c6 déng lwc mot
phén tir mong mudn lam mat thé dién va lat d6 bo cta Pitt.s°

Théang Mot 1785, Hastings tir chitc, va tré vé Anh. Ong hy
vong rang nhirng ndm thang cAm quyén trudng ki, sy khoi
phuc kha ndng thanh toan ctia cong ty, va viéc 6ng giai ctru
quyén lyc ciia Anh Quéc & Madras va Bombay sé dwoc tiwdng
thwdng bing lwong hwu, néu khong mudn néi béng chirc vi
quy tdc. Vao mua xuan nam 1786 Burke yéu cau Vién Th
dan cung cap ho s chinh thirc vé sy cai tri cia Hastings &
An Do. Mot s6 bi tir chéi, mot sd dwoc cac bd tredng dwa cho
ong. Vao thang Tw 6ng dit truedrc Vién mot don kién chong
lai cru toan quyén Bengal. Hastings doc tredc Vién mot 1o
hoi dap chi tiét. Vao thang Sau Burke trinh nhirng cdo budc
lién quan dén cudc chién tranh Rohilkhand, va yéu ciu luin
toi Hastings; Vién Thir dan tir chdi khi t6. Vao ngay 13 thang
Sau, Fox tworng thuit cAu chuyén vé Chait Singh, va doi luan
tdi. Pitt lam kinh ngac ndi cac ciia minh khi cung véi Fox va
Burke dong ¥ luin t9i; nhiéu ngwdi trong dang phéi clia dng
di theo dng, diéu ndy c6 1& dwoc tinh todn nhdm tach roi bo ra
khoi s6 phan ctia Hastings. Kién nghi luan t6i dwoc tién hanh
véi 119 phiéu thuan so v&i 79 phiéu chong.

Viéc dinh hoan Nghi vién va 4p lyc clia nhitng van dé khac
da gay gian doan tan kich nwéc Anh, nhung né dworc tiép tuc
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bang man pho bay ngdy 7 thang Hai 1787, khi Sheridan thyc
hién cai ma Fox va Burke va Pitt déu goi 1a bai dién thuyét
tuyét nhat tirng nghe dwoc & Vién Thir dan.’ (Sheridan dwoc
chao mdi 1.000 bang cho mdt ban da stra chira clia bai dién
van; 6ng khong bao gi¢r c6 dworc thoi gior lam chuyén nay, va
ta chi biét n6 tir nhitrng tém tit von dwoc 1am cho diu lai.) Véi
toan b tri thuat ciia mot ngwdi sinh ra cho sin khiu, va toan
b0 long nhiét tAm cia mot tinh than lang man, Sheridan thuét
lai hanh vi cwép béc ctia nhirng vi begum x&* Oudh. Sau khi
n6i subt nadm gicr, dng doi Hastings phai bi luan toi. Mot lan
nira, Pitt bd phiéu thuan cho viéc truy t6; ban kién nghi dworc
tién hanh, 175 thuin so véi 68 chdng. Ngay 8 thang Hai, Vién
b6 nhiém mét Gy ban 20 ngwdi - véi Burke, Fox va Sheridan
lanh dao - nhdm chuin bi nhitng diéu khoan luin toi. Nhitng
diéu khoan nay dwoc trinh ra, va ngay 9 thAng Nam Vién l1énh
“Ngai Burke, nhan danh Vién Th dan... dén toa 4n cta Vién
Quy toc va luan tdi Warren Hastings, Esquire... vé nhitng
trong toi va khinh t6i.” Hastings bi bat va bi giai dén trwdrc cac
quy tdc, nhwng dwoc tha ra nhé tién bao lanh.

Sau mot quang thdi gian dai tri tré, vu xt cling bét dau,
ngay 13 thang Hai 1788, & Westminster Hall. Tat cd nhitng
ngudi yéu van chwong sé nhé lai nhitng trang mo ta tuyét
vori cia Macaulay*3* vé cudc tu hop lich st nay: cac huan twéc
ngodi trong bd 4o 16ng chon diém vang 6ng nhuw toa t6i cao clia
virong qudc; trwdre ho, Hastings nhot nhat va 6m yéu, & tudi
53, cao tam 1,7m, ndng khoang 55kg; cac vi thdm phan bén
dwdi 16p toc gia phu tai; than quyén clia Quéc virong; thanh
vién cua Vién Th dan; cic gian phong dong dao gi¢i dai stt,
cac ba hoang, va cac nir cong twdc; Phu nhan Siddons trong
vé dep trang nghiém; Sir Joshua Reynolds ngoi gitra rit nhiéu
vi nhan si ma dng da vé chan dung; va mot bén uy ban, gior
g0i 1 “cac vién quan 1i”, sdn sang trinh vy &n ludn ti. Cac vién
luc sy doc nhirng 1o budc t6i va loi dap cta Hastings. Trong
4 ngay, & bai dién thuyét manh mé nhét ca sy nghiép minh,
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Burke dat 1én ké bi cdo mot trang cdo budc gay chdang ngop.
Sau do, ngay 15 thang Hai, Ong tao tiéng vang lich st trong
khu sanh bang yéu sach nhiét néng ctia minh:

Téi luan toi ngai Warren Hastings, vé nhitng trong tdi va
khinh toi.

To6i ludn t6i ngai nhin danh Vién Thtr din cGa Anh
Quoc,... noi c6 Nghi vién da bj ngai phan boi...

Toi luan t6i ngai nhan danh ngw¢i dan An DP9, noi c6 phéap
ludt, quyén lgi va nhirng quyén tw do bi ngai lat d6, noi c6
nhirng tai san bi ngai pha huy, noi c6 dat nwéc ma ngai da
tan pha va lam cho hoang lwong.

T6i ludn t0i ngai nhan danh, va b&i vi, nhitng luit cong
chinh vinh hdng ma ngai da vi pham.

Toi luan t6i ngai nhan danh chinh ban tinh con ngwdi, ma
ngai da nhin tAm xtc pham, gy thwong tén, va trin &p &
cd hai gi&i tinh, & moi lira tudi, tAng 1ép, tinh thé va canh
ngo cude doi. s

Véi hang tram 1an gidn doan vy xtr an tiép tuc, khi Burke,
Fox, Sheridan va nhirng nguwdi khac ké cau chuyén vé chinh
quyén cta Hastings. Khi dan tinh biét dwgc chuyén vao budi
trwa ngay 3 thang Sau Sheridan sé trinh chi*ng ct lién quan
dén cac vi begum xtr Oudh, cc con pho dan t&i Westminster
Hall chat kin ngwdi tir tAm gid sdng, nhiéu ngudi trong
do6 thudc 16p thueng lwyu, ndéng 1ong tim 16i vao. Nhirng ai
lay dwoc thé vao ctra thi ban chung lai véi gida 50 guinea
(1.500%$?) cho mbi thé. Sheridan hiu rdng ngwdi ta mong
ong c6 man trinh dién that kich tinh; 6ng da thwc hién diéu
d6. Ong néi & bén lwot; vao ngay cudi (13 thang Sau 1788),
sau khi chiém linh phéin dién thuyét su6t ndm gio, ong kiét
strc ngd vao vong tay cta Burke, ngwdi don 1dy va 6m 6ng.
Gibbon, ngwdi & trong gian phong lac 4y, miéu ta Sheridan
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13 “mot dién vién gidi”, va nhan xét dién gid nay trong 6n thoa
ra sao khi vi st gia ghé tham 6ng sdng hém sau.’

Bai dién thuyét d6 1a dinh diém ctia vu xt. Tirng diéu budc
t0i can dén cong tac diéu tra; cc vi huan twére 14y 1am thong
dong, va hidn da 1an ltra d€ cho hiéu ng chia ban hiing bién
phai di, va d€ sy lwu tAm vao vy an nay bi chéch hwéng sang
nhirng sy kién khac. Chuyén roi ciing t&i. Thang Mwoi 1788,
Quéc veeong George hda dién, con dién rat nghiém trong,
sinh ra do sy cdng thang & vy x& &n va do hanh vi sai trai
clia ngwoi con. George Augustus Frederick, Than vwong x@
Wales, 1a mot tay map map, t6t tinh, phéng khéang, hoang phi
va da tinh. Ong da duy tri mdt hang dai cac c6 tinh nhén, va
tich Ity nhiéu mén n¢r ma cha dng cing qudc gia nay phai tra.
Nam 1785, 6ng bi mat cwdi ba Maria Anne Fitzherbert, mot
tin do Cong gido La M4 thuan thanh, da hai lan go4 chong, va
lén hon vi Thian veong nay 6 tudi. Phai Whig, do Fox lanh
dao, dé xudt 1ap nén mot chirc quan nhiép chinh dwéi quyén
Than vwong, ngwdi da ngdi subt hai dém chy Qudc vwong
dwoc tuyén b 1a thiéu kha ning. George III 1am chuyén réi
ren hon khi ¢ nhitng ltc 6ng tré nén sang sudt; lac do, 6ng
ndi chuyén vé Garrick va Johnson, hat nhirng doan trich cia
Handel, va choi flute. Vao thang Ba 1789, 6ng hoi phuc, ra bd
40 bo, va tiép tyc cac hinh thirc cai tri.

Cudc Cach mang Phap mang dén mot dang chéch hudng
khéac ra khéi vu xtr 4n. Burke tir bd viéc bam lay Hastings va
chay di tim sy gitp d& noi Marie Antoinette. Sy thiéu diéu
dd noi cac bai dién thuyét clia 6ng da dat ddu chdm hét cho
nhirng gi con lai trong long 4i mo ctia cong ching; dng than
phién ring nhitng nghi vién da lén ra ngoai khi 6ng bit dau
néi. Phan lén canh bao chi déu han hoc véi ong; 6ng cdo budc
rang 20.000 bang da dwoc ding dé mua cac ky gid nham tén
cong dng va bao vé Hastings; va ro rang mdt phan 1én gia san
clia Hastings cling da dwoc ding nhw vay.ss Hén khong c6 gl
ngac nhién vé&i Burke khi ma, cudi cling, 8 ndm sau vy luan i,
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Vién Quy toc tha bong cho Hastings (1795). Ai ndy déu c6
cam gidc rang loi tuyén an d6 1a cong binh; ké bi cio trong
nhiéu khia canh 1a ké c6 tdi, nhung 6ng da ctru An Do cho
nwéc Anh, va da bi trirng phat trong mot vu x& von da lam
strc khoé va niém hy vong clia dng tiéu tan, va khién 6ng bi 6
danh va vi tién dng khanh kiét.

Hastings sfng s6t trueéc tit cd nhitng ké cdo budc. Cong
ty Pong An ctru 6ng ra khéi canh no nin khong tra ndi bang
c4ch cip cho 6ng mén qua 90.000 bang. Ong mua lai dién san
t0 tién cta gia dinh & Daylesford, khoi phuc noi dé, va séng
trong canh xa hoa kiéu Péng phwong. Nam 1813, & tudi 81,
6ng dwoc yéu cau lam chirng vé cac sy vu An Do truére Vien
Thir dan; 6ng dwoc moi ngwdi & d6 hoan nghénh va té long
kinh trong, cong lao phung sy cia 6ng dworc ghi nhé, nhirng
t0i 161 ctia 6ng dwgre got sach theo thoi gian. B6n ndm sau d6
ong qua ddi, va trong céi thé hé tao loan thdi 6ng chi mot ké
con Iwu nén lai - vi Qudc vieong mu 16a va suy nhwoec.

VIL. Anh va cudc Cach mané Phap

Sau khi gan nhw lam ban thin kiét qué trong cudc chién
chéng lai Cong ty Dong An, Burke tiép lanh cudc Cach mang
Phép lam dich tht c4 nhan cia minh, va trong qud trinh cta
chién dich méi nay, 6ng da thyc hién dwoc mot dong gop lén
cho nén triét hoc chinh tri.

Ong da tién doan dwoc cudc Cach mang 20 ndm trwedc
khi n6 xdy dén. “Dwéi mirc khat khe va sy x40 dong tot do
1a toan bo nhirng hoat dong tai chinh cia Phép dang lao dao,
dén nay, phi t6n ctia ho da virot qua mrc cung &ng & moi
treong hop, dén mic khong ai,... nhirng ké suy xét nhirng
viéc 1am ctia minh bang moi mtrc d6 cht tAm hay hiéu biét,
nhung phai hang gio tim kiém sy bién dong phi pham nao
d6 trong toan bo hé thong do; cai hiéu ¢ng ma theo d6 ddi
v&i Phap, va tham chi véi toan bd chau Au, that kho dé dwa
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ra dy doan.”® Nam 1773, 6ng t&i Phap; & Versailles 6ng gip
Marie Antoinette, lac d6 1a thai t& phi; 6ng khong bao gi¢»
quén céi nhin cia mét nguwdi dep tré trung, cta vé hanh phic,
ctia 1ong kiéu hanh d6. Ong hinh thanh mét quan diém wu &i
danh cho gi¢i quy toc Phép, va con wu ai hon thé déi véi gidi
tu si Phap. Ong bi séc trwérc man tuyén truyén phan Cong
gido, thuwdong 1a phan ton gido, cda canh philosophe, va khi tré
vé Anh, 6ng canh bdo dong hrong cia minh chdng lai nan vo
than va xem d6 1a “ct gidng kinh khiép va tan nhan nhét vén
c6 thé dwgc mang dén cho x4 hoi dan sy.”™?

Khi cudc cach mang xay dén, 6ng ldy lam lo ling truéc
s hoan nghénh ma n6 nhan dworc tir 6ng ban Fox, ngudi ca
ngoi sy sup d6 cua ngyc Bastille nhw 14 “sy kién vi dai nhat
tirng xdy ra trén thé gioi, va... tuyét hao nhit”**® Nhirng
twdng cip tién bdt ngudn tir cac chién dich cua Wilkes va
Hoi Ung ho bién chwong vé Quyeén loi da dan dan lan ra &
nwérc Anh. Mot cay bat vé danh, ndm 1761, dé xuat chi nghia
cong san lam phwong thudc cho tat ca té nan xa hoi ngoai trir
chuyén ting dan qua nhanh, ma 6ng ta s¢ c6 thé sé twéc bo
moi nd lwc t€ ban.'s® Mot Hoi Ky niém Cach mang (Society for
Commemorating the Revolution), (cia nam 1688), da dwoc
1ap vao ndm 1788; thanh vién ctia hoi bao gdbm nhirng tu si
va quy toc thoi danh. & cubc hop ngdy 4 thang Muwdi Mot
1789, Hdi trd nén huyén néo vo cing bdi mot vi thuyét gido
theo phai Nhit thé, Richard Price, dén mc ho gvi di mét ban
dién vin chiic mirng dén v&i Hoi nghi Lap hién & Paris, bay
td niém hy vong rang “minh hoa huy hoang nhét dwoc dwa
ra & Phap” c6 thé “khich 1& nhirng qudc gia khac khéng quyét
quyén bat kha twong nhwgng clia nhan loai”#° Ban thw tin
nay dwoc ky boi Ba twée Stanhope dé tam, cha tich cta hoi
va la anh ré€ ctia William Pitt.

Ban thuyét gido do va thw tin d6 da day 1én trong Burke
1ong lo s¢ va cam phain. Gidr day ong da 60 tudi, va da sang
canh hiru dé tré thanh ngwdi ctia phe bao thi. Ong sting tin,

107



Will va Ariel Durant

va s& hiru mot dién san lém. Cudc Cach mang Phap dwong
nhuw doi véi 6ng khong chi 14 sy kién “kinh ngac nhét x3y ra
trén thé gi¢i cho dén nay,”* ma con 1a don cong kich dir doi
nhét d6i voi ton gido, tw san, trat tw va phéap luit. Ngay 9
thang Hai 1790, 6ng bao Vién Thtr dan ring néu bat ki nguwoi
ban ndo cua 6ng dong y vé bat ki phwong sach nao hwong
vé chuyén du nhép vao Anh nén din ch nhw vay nhw dang
thanh hinh & Phép, thi 6ng sé tir bd tinh bdng hiru 4y, bat
ludn tinh ban d6 c6 tir bao lau va thwong mén dén thé nao.
Fox xoa diu vi dién gia bang 1&i khen trir danh dén Burke nhw
1a thay day hay nhét clia 6ng; sy tan v gitra hai ngwoi dworc
hoén lai.

Vao thang Mwdi Mot 1790, Burke cong bd Reflections on
the Revolution in France (Nhirng suy tw vé cudc Cach mang
& Phép), dwoi hinh thirc mot birc tho (dai 365 trang) dén
mot “quy 6ng & Paris”. La lanh dao cta phe ty do chll nghia
trong sudt thoi Cach mang My, Burke gi¢r day 14 anh hing
clia nwérc Anh bao thi; George III bay t6 niém han hoan vé&i
ké cwu thu. Ban vin nay trd thanh thanh kinh cta céc triéu
dinh va gi¢i quy toc; Yekaterina Dai d€, tirng 1a ban va nhan
vat dwoc yéu mén clia gi¢i philosophe, da gli 1¢i chiic mirng
clia ba dén nguwdi dan 6ng da khéi sy viéc ha bé ho. 2

Burke bit ddu bang mot &m chi dén Tién s Than hoc Price
va Hoi Ky niém Cach mang. @ng x6f xa trwérc viéc cac tu si
tham gia ban luin chinh tri; viéc clia ho 1a dn dét cac linh
hon dén véi long béc 4i Kitd, chir khong phai dén vivi viée cai
cach chinh tri. Ong khéng c6 niém tin vao viéc phd thong dau
phiéu cho nam gi¢i ma Price nai xin; 6ng nghi s6 dong sé la
mot ké bao chuia té hai hon cd mot nha vua, va nén din cha
ki€u d6 sé thoai héa thanh nén cai tri cia dam dong 6 hep.
Minh triét nam khong phéi & s6 dong ma & kinh nghiém.
Tw nhién khéng biét dén sy binh déng. Binh dang chinh tri
1a mot “sw hw cdu khiép khing, ma thong qua viéc khoi goi
nhitng ¥ twdng lam lac va nhing ky vong hdo huyén cho
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nhirng ngwdi von phai chiu phan din bwéc di trong nhirng
cdnh mit m¢ noi cudc séng lao nhoc, chi gay tram trong thém
trang thai bat binh ddng & doi thyc, von 1a thir khong thé
loai trir.”*3 Gi&i quy toc la th khdng tranh dwoc; va giti
nay cang gia, thi ho cang dap ng dworc chirc nang thiét dinh
trong tham lang céi trat ty x4 hoi ma néu thiéu thi sé c6 thé
dan dén bat 6n dinh, bit an ninh va thiéu tw do.4 Ché do
quan cht truyén thira 1a diéu t6t b&i né dem lai cho chinh
quyén sy hop nhat va lién tuc ma néu thiéu thi nhirng moi
quan hé phép li va xa hoi cta cong dan sé roi vao dong bién
dong cubng loan. Ton gido 1a diéu tét, bdi né gitp tréi bude
nhirng xung dong xa cach x4 hoi von nhw ludng ltra ngam
chay bén dwéi bé mit nén vin minh, va chi c6 thé ki€ém soat
dwoc nhd sy hop tac lién tuc ciia nha nwéc va nha the, phéap
luat va tin ngwéng, ndi s¢ va 1ong ton kinh. Nhirng triét gia
Phép kia, nhitng ngwdi gy ton hai cho niém tin ton gido noi
hang ngi nhirng ngwdi c6 hoc van, 1a nhirng ké dang hanh
dong ngdc xuin khi néi 16ng day cwong von dang kém con
nguoi khdi sa vao nhirng hanh vi da tha.

Burke mang 10ng kinh t&'m khi chtrng kién khic khai hoan
cta dam dong 6 horp tai Versailles trieére “mot vi quan virong
hién tr va hop phap”, d6i xtr v&i 6ng bang nhirng thai do
“cudng nd, oan phan va lang ma hon bat ki ai khac” [nhw thé]
“chOng lai ké sodn doat phi phap nhit va ké bao chtia khat
mau nhat”s Téi day xuét hién trang danh tiéng tirng lam
rung minh thanh nién:

P4 16, 17 nam ké ttr ltc t6i gdp Vweong hau nwée Phép, khi
d6 hay con 1a Thai t& phi, & Versailles; va chdc chdn chwa
tirng bit gip trén qua cau nay, von 1a thr nang dwéng nhw
khong cham dén, mot cdnh nhin hdp din hon thé. Téi thdy
nang ngay bén trén dwdng chan troi, trang hoang va c6 vii
cho khéi cau dworc nang 1én ma nang vira bdt dau chuyén
vao - 14p lanh tyra nhw vi sao mai, day strc song, va trang 1¢,

109



Will va Ariel Durant

va han hoan. Oi, that 1a mot cudc xoay van!' va tAm tw nao
ma 10ng t6i phai mang 13y dé€ chiém niém khéng chit xtic
dong nao vé sy thing cao dé va s doa lac d6! hiém khi t6i
mong twdng, khi nang thém vao nhirng twérc vi ton kinh vao
nhitng twéc vi clia 4i tinh nhiét thanh, mién vién, dang trong,
rang nang phai cé nghia vu thyc hién héa gidi that riét déi
v&i ndi 6 nhyc dn nap & trong bd ngyc 4y; hiém khi toi mong
twdng rang toi hin sé s6ng dén ngay thdy nhitng tai hoa d6
giang xudng nang trong mdt qudc gia toan nhitng ngwdi dan
ong an can, trong mot qudc gia toan nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng
danh gi4, va toan nhirng ky, si. Téi twdng twong mwdi nghin
thanh gwom han da nhay ra khoi bao gwom dé béo thu cho
tham chi ca cai nhin uy hiép nang bang 1&i lang ma. Nhwng
thoi cta hiép si da qua roi. Thoi cta nhitng ké nguy bién,
nhitng nha kinh tai va nhi¥ng nha ké toan da tiép ndi, va vinh
quang ctia chau Au da bj dap tit mai mai.

Sir Philip Francis cu&i trwéee toan bo ban van nay nhw mot
th vién vong 1ang man, va doan chic véi Burke rang Vwong
hau nwéc Phap la mot Messalina va mét vién ngoc bich.#
Nhiéu nguwdi Anh &i quéc cling nghi thé; Horace Walpole tuy
vay lai xac quyét rang Burke da hinh dung Marie Antoinette
“chinh xac nhw ltc ¢6 ta hién ra trwéee ti 1an dau tién khi toi
gap co ta khi con 1a Théi tir phi”4®

Khi cudc Cach mang tién trién, Burke tiép tuc cong kich
bang ban van Letter to a Member of the National Assembly
(thdng Mot 1791; Thw gri mot thanh vién trong Qudc hoi).
Trong ban van nay ong dé nghi rang cic chinh pht & chau
Au nén hop nhét lai dé kim ham bao loan, va dé khoi phuc
Quéc vieong Phép vé lai quyén thé truyén thong. Fox canh gidc

i xoay van; nguyén gGc: “revolution”.

i Tuc la sy cudng blc dugc dat Ién Louis XVI va Marie Antoinette, do
dam doéng & hgp & Versailles, dé cting ho di vé lai Paris va sng dudi
sy giam sat cua dan ching & dién Tuileries (5 - 6 thang Mugi 1789).
[Durant]
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truedre 101 dé xuét nay, va trong Vién Thtr dan, ngay 6 thang
Nam, nhirng ngwdi ban tirng ké vai st canh trong nhiéu
chién dich gi¢r day di dén chd tan ra dwong ai ndy di. Fox lap
lai 11 khen danh cho cudc cich mang, Burke dng 1én phan
déi. “That thi€u suy xét,” 6ng noi, “& bat ki giai doan nao,
nhuwng ddc biét vao lac sinh théi cia t6i, khi kich dong ké thu,
hodc lam cho ban hiru cta téi c6 dip rudng bo toi. Tuy vay néu
viéc toi déu ddn va chit ché tuan theo hién phap Anh Qudc la
diéu dit toi vao thé lwdng nan nhuw vay, thi téi sdn sang danh
liéu” Fox bdo dam véi 6ng rang khong c6 hanh dong cit dit
tinh bang hitu nao lién can dén sy khéc biét gitra hai nguoi
ho. “Phai, phai,” Burke dap, “sé c6 chuyén méit ban be. Toi
biét cai gia cho hanh vi ciia minh... Tinh ban cta chiing t6i da
dén hoi két”+ Ong khong bao gi® néi chuyén lai véi Fox, triv
nhi*ng lic hai ngwdi bi ép phai chinh thirc lién hiép lai trong
vu x&r Hastings.

Trong nhirng ban vin vé cudc Cach mang Phap, Burke da
dwa ra mot thé hién cd dién déi véi triét 1i bao tha. Nguyén ly
dau tién ctia n6 1a khong tin vao kha ndng Iy luén cta ca nhén,
diu nguoi 4y sang da dén dau, néu nd xung dot véi nhirng
truyén thong cta ching tdc. Twa nhw modt dira tré khong
hiéu néi nhitng nguyén do lam cho cha me qué trach va cdm
doan minh, thi mo6t cA nhan cling vy, hdn chi la dira tré so
véri ca chiing tdc, khong phai ltc nao ciing hiéu dwoc nhirng
nguyén do tao nén phong tuc, thwong quy va luat 1€ von la
biéu hién ctia sy trai nghiém noi bao thé hé. Nén van minh
sé 1a bat kha “néu viéc thie hanh tat ca cac bén phén luan 1i,
va nén tang cta xa hoi, dat trén co’ s¢ lam rd nhirng nguyén
do ctia chiing va chitng t6 cho moi c4 nhan thay.”s® Thim chi
“nhitrng dinh kién” ciing c6 cai cong dung ctia minh; chiing
phéan doéan trwérc nhirng vin dé hién tai trén co s& cla trai
nghiém trong qua khtr.

Do vay yéu t0 thir hai cia chti nghia bao thii 1a “quy pham”:
mdt truyén thong hay mot dinh ché can phai dworc tén kinh
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hon nira va can phai hiém khi thay déi néu n6 da thanh vin
ban hodc dwgce biéu hién trong trat ty xa hdi hoic trong ciu
trac chinh pha. Tai san tw nhan la mét minh hoa cho quy
pham va cho tinh phi li 6 rang cta tri tué: tréong c6 vé bat
hop 1i khi mot gia dinh nén s& hiru qué nhiéu, gia dinh khac
thi qua it, va cang bat hgp li hon khi ngwdi cha sé hiru phai
dwoc phép truyén lai tai san ctia minh cho thé hé tiép néi,
nhirng ngudi chang dong tay vao viéc gi dé gay dyng no; tuy
vay kinh nghiém thdy rdng con ngwdi néi chung sé khong tw
minh ndng déng 1én dé lam viéc va hoc tip, hodc dé thyec hién
nhirng viéc stra soan lao nhoc va ton kém, trir phi ho c6 thé
goi tén nhirng két qua cho nd lyc ctia ho 1a tai san ctia chinh
ho, dworc truyén lai, v&i s6 lwgng lén, nhw ho mong mudn;
va kinh nghiém cho thay ring, sw s& hiru tai san la cach bao
dam t6t nhat cho nguyén tic than trong ctia phap ché va cho
trang thai lién tuc cla nha nwérc.

Mot nha nwéc khong chi 1a mot lién két ctia nhirng con
ngwdi khac nhau trong mét khéng gian nhét dinh & mot thoi
diém nhat dinh; n6 la mot lién két ctia cac cid nhan xuyén
subt quing thoi gian kéo dai. “Xa hoi thye sy la mot khé
wéc. .. mOt quan hé déi tac khong chi gitra nhirng ngwdi dang
sOng, ma coOn gitra nhitng ngwdi dang sdng, nhirng nguwdi da
chét, va nhirng ngudi sap dwgc sinh ra”; sy lién tuc dé 1a
dat nwée cta ching ta. Trong cai ba ngdi mot thé nay, phan
da s hién thoi c6 thé 1a phan thiéu s6 theo thoi gian; va
nha lam luat phai xét dén quyén lgi ctia qua khtr (thong qua
“quy pham”) va cta twong lai cing nhw cta hién tai dwong
thoi. Chinh tri 13, hodc nén 13, thuét diéu chinh nhirng muc
tiéu clia nhitng tap hop thiéu s§ xung dot, bang loi ich cla
nhém ton tai ldu dai. Hon nira, khong c6 quyén lgi nao tuyét
d6i; day 1a nhirng thix triru twong siéu hinh vén xa la véi tw
nhién; chi c6 nhitng wéc vong, quyén lyc va trang huong;
va “nhirng trang huéng mang dén cho moi nguyén Iy chinh
tri cai sic mau dic treng va anh hwdng cé tinh khu biét.”s
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Tinh thiét thyc do6i khi quan trong hon quyén loi. “Chinh tri
phai dwoc diéu chinh khong phai theo nhirng 1ap luan [triru
twong] clia con ngwdi ma theo ban tinh con ngwdi, ma li tri
chi 1a m¢t phan, va khong hé 1a phan 16n nhat.”s3 “Ching ta
phai tan dung nhirng nguyén vt liéu sdn cd.”'5¢

T4t ca nhirng suy xét nay déu dwoc minh hoa béng ton
gido. Nhitng hoc thuyét, huyén thoai va nghi & ctia mot ton
gi4o c6 thé khong thuan theo li tri cA nhan hién théi, nhwng
chuyén nay c6 thé thudc vé mot khoanh khic thr yéu néu
ching phit hgp véi cic nhu cAu cla xa hoi trong qué khtt,
hién tai, va twong lai theo gid dinh. Kinh nghiém quy dinh
rdng nhirng x(ic cdm clia con ngwdi chi c6 thé kiém soét dworc
bang con dwong gido thu va tuin tha ton gido. “Néu ta phai
phoi bay sy tran tryi ciia minh [phéng thich ban ndng cta ta]
bang cach virt bo Kitd gido von dang la... mot sudi ngudn vi
dai cia nén vin minh & gitra ching ta... thi ching ta ldy lam
lo l&ng (¥ thtrc r6 rang tam tri sé khong chiu dwng khoang
trong khong) rang sy mé tin tho vung, nguy hai va dé hén c6
thé chiém chd clia nd.”'s5

Nhiéu ngwdi Anh bac b chti nghia bao tht cia Burke nhw
mot thir ton the sy dinh tré,*® va Thomas Paine dép l¢i 6ng
ta that hting hon trong ban van The Rights of Man (1791-1792;
Quyeén ctia con nguwdi). Nhwng nwée Anh ctia Burke thoi tudi
gia nhin chung dén chao thai do ctia 6ng trong viéc ton tho
t6 tién. Khi cudc Cach mang Phép tiép dién dén céc bién c6
Tham st thang Chin, viéc xt tr Qudc veong cling Vwong
hiu Phép, va triéu dai Khiing b, dai da phan ngwdi Anh cdm
thdy Burke da tién doan tring cc két qua cta cudc ndi loan va
tinh trang phi ton gi4o; va trong tron mot thé ky, nwéc Anh,
mac du loai bd nhitng thi trdn muyc rita va m& rong quyén
dau phiéu, da kién quyét bam vao hién dinh ctia nha vua, giéi
quy toc, Gido hoi Pwong quyén, va mot tw duy Nghi vién dwdi
dang nhirng quyén lyc dé ché thay vi quyén lgi chiing dan. Sau
cudc Cach mang, Phap tir Rousseau quay vé lai Montesquieu,
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va Joseph de Maistre dan lai 1&i Burke cho nhitrng ngwdi Phap
an nan nghe théy.

Burke tiép tuc dén cudi cudc chién dich thwc hién thanh
chién, va 6ng 18y lam hoan hi khi Ph4p tuyén chién vé&i Anh
Quoc (1793). George 11l mong mudn ban chirc quy toc cho ké
cwru tht vi nhirng cong lao phung sy gan day, va véi twére hidu
Huan twéc Beaconsfield, mot twére hiéu sau d6 thém phan vé
vang nh¢ Disraeli; Burke chdi tit, nhung wng thuin khoan
tror cdp 2.500 bang (1794). Khi cudc hoa dam véi Phéap xay
ra, 6ng cong bo 4 Letters on a Regicide Peace (1797 f.; Thw vé
mot nén hoa binh thi vua), manh mé yéu cau chuyén ti€p tuc
chién tranh. Chi cai chét méi lam ngudi di ngon Itra trong 6ng
(thdng 8 thang Bay 1797). Fox dé xuit éng nén dwoc chon &
Tu vién Westminster, nhung Burke da d€ 101 di huén rdng
déam tang cta 6ng nén dé riéng tw va thi thé 6ng nén dwoc
chon cit trong nha tho’ nhé & Beaconsfield. Macaulay cho 6ng
14 ngwdi Anh vi dai nhét ké tir Milton - 11 tuyén bé c6 1é da
coi khinh Chatham; va Huén twéc Morley than trong hon khi
goi 6ng la “bac thay vi dai nhit vé tri tué dan sy trong tiéng
noi ctia ching ta”™¥ - 1o tuyén b6 cé 1€ da coi khinh Locke. DU
sao chang nira thi Burke ciing 1a mét dang ngwdi ma gi¢i bao
tht d@ mong méi dén trong v vong sudt Thoi dai Li tri - mét
nguwdi von ¢6 thé bao vé phong tuc mot cach vé vang nhw
Voltaire bao vé H tri.

VIII. Nhirng vi anh hung théai lui

Khi cudc Cach mang Phép tién trién, Charles James Fox thay
minh & trong mot thiéu s6 dang tiéu gidm trong Nghi vién va
trong dat nwée. Nhiéu ddong minh ctia 6ng déu c6 quan diém
hwéng dén chuyén nwée Anh phai gia nhap Phé va Ao trong
cudc chién chéng Phap. Sau vu xt tlr Louis XVI, ban than Fox
xoay sang chdng cudc Cach mang, nhwng 6ng van chéng déi
chuyén tham gia chién tranh. Khi cudc chién xay dén bat chap
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sy phan d6i, 6ng ty an Gii minh trong men rwgu va trong sach
6 dién va trong cudc hon phéi véi ngwdi tinh cit cia 6ng (va
ciing 1a ngwdi tinh ¢ cta Huan twéc Cavendish, clia Huan
twérc Derby va cia Huadn twéc Cholmondeley), ba Elizabeth
Armstead, ngudi da trd no cho 6ng.’s® Ong chao mirng Hoa
wéc Amiens (1802), 1am mot chuyén t&i Phap, dwec hoan
nghénh & d6 nhw mot cong dan dwec moi ngwdi yéu mén,
va dwoc Napoléon tiép don nhw mot nguwdi bdo vé nén van
minh. Ndm 1806, 6ng phung sy & vai tro bd trwdng ngoai
giao trong “Noi cac Lién hop Hién tai” (Ministry of All the
Talents); 6ng doc strc d€ duy tri nén hoa binh vé&i Phap. Khi
biét dwerc mwu toan 4&m sat Napoléon, dng da nh¢ Talleyrand
mang di mot 1&i canh bao dén Hoang dé. Néu strc khde khong
suy sup, Fox han c6 thé tim ra dwgc phwong cach hoa giai
tham vong ctia Bonaparte vé&i an ninh ciia nwéc Anh. Nhung
vao thang Bay 1806, 6ng bi can bénh phti lam cho tan tat; 6ng
dan hoa v&i Gido hdi Puwong quyén, va ngay 13 thang Chin
ong chét, trong tiéng kéu thwong ti€c ctia ban be va ké thu,
va tham chi Quéc virong ciing tiéc thwong 6ng. Ong 1a ngudri
dan 6ng dwoc dan ching yéu quy nhat thoi bay gior.

Pitt Tré, mot ngudi gia trwdc tudi, ti€p nbi 6ng vao ham
mb clia tu vién. Ong ciing thdy ring 6ng chi c6 thé kham dwoc
nhip sdng chinh tri nh¢ vao nhirng lic vii minh trong rwou
dé tam quén sy doi. Sy minh man chip chon cia George
I 12 mot van dé thwong tryc; bat ki méi xung dot nghiém
trong nao gitta Qudc virong va Thu twéng déu cé thé khién
ngdi vua loang choang va gitp 14p nén thé ché nhiép chinh
do Than veong xr Wales dam nhan, ngwoi sé sa thai Pitt va
triéu tap Fox. Do vay, Pitt tir bo nhirng ké hoach cdi cach chinh
tri, va rat lai thai do chong ddi treéc nan budn ban nb 1€, khi
ma 6ng thdy ring vé nhitrng chuyén nay, cing nhw vé nhiéu
sw vu khac, George thwdong mang long kién quyét gitra bao
phién nio ban than hong kéo dai mai qua khir. Pitt tap trung
thién tw cia minh vao chuyén phéap ché kinh té, trong dé
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ong phung sy tang 1&p trung lwu dang ndi 1én. Qua ddi chan
ghét, ong dan dat nwérc Anh trong cudc chién chdng lai cai ma
ong goi 1a “mot quéc gia ctia gidri vo than”s Ong khong thuc
hién t6t 1am vai tro B tredng Chién tranh. S¢r ring Phap sé
chiém nwéc Anh, 6ng tim cach xoa diu ngwoi Ireland bing
mot chwong trinh hop nhét nghi vién va gidi phéng Cong
gido; Qudc veong ngan ngai, va Pitt tir nhiém (1801). Ong
quay lai (1804) dé lanh dao noi cic thx hai; Napoléon t6 ra
qué manh v&i 6ng; va khi ¢ tin tirc vé chién thing ctia Phap
& Austerlitz (ngay 2 thang Mwdi Hai 1805), bién Napoléon
thanh 6ng cht cta Luc dia, Pitt suy sup ca vé thé xac 14n tinh
than. Nhin btrc ban do lén ctia chau Au, 6ng bio mot nguwdi
ban, “Cudn tdm ban do kia lai di; n6 sé khong con can dén sau
mudi ndm nita.”* Ong chét ngay 23 thang Mot 1806, nghéo
trong danh dy, va chi mé&i 46 tudi.

Cudc sébng méat nhiéu thdi gian hon méi diét dwoc
Sheridan. Ong da hop ciing Burke va Fox trong viéc bdo vé
xr My va trong cudc chién Hastings; 6ng ung ho Fox trong
viéc tan thwdng cudc Cach mang Phép. Trong khi d6, ngudi
v ma nét duyén ciing ban tinh hién hoa cta ba 1a nhirng
ch dé wa thich gitra nhitng ngudi ban ctia 6ng, va ba ciing
1a ngwdi dem sic dep clia minh vao cudc van dong tranh ctr
gitp 6ng gianh mot ghé & Nghi vién, sau chét vi bénh lao
& tubi 38 (1792). Sheridan suy sup. “To6i thiy 6ng ta,” mot
ngudi quen cho biét, “nhiéu dém khéc nhw mot dira tré.”
Ong tim dwoc ngudn an Gi noi con gai ma ba da sinh cho
ong; nhwng con géi 6ng cling chét trong cing ndm dé. Trong
sudt nhirng thang ngay bi ai, 6ng ddi dién v&i nhiém vu xay
dwng lai Nha hat Drury Lane, lic bay gi¢r da qué cti ki va mon
yéu dén mrc khong con an toan nira; va dé tai tror cho viéc
xay dung 6ng da mic no niang né. Ong tw 1am quen v&i kiéu
song xa hoa, diéu ma thu nhp cta 6ng khong con kha ning
duy tri; 6ng mwon tién d€ ti€p tuc 161 song d6. Khi nhirng
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ngwdi cht ng dén héi thic ong trd ng, dng ddi xr vdi ho
nhw nhitng vi huin twéc, mua vui cho ho bang rwgru, phong
thai 1€ nhwong, va tinh h6m hinh, réi tién ho ra vé trong tim
trang vui twoi dén mirc ho gan nhw quén di mén ne cta 6ng.
Ong vAn lam viéc trong Nghi vién cho dén nim 1812, nim
ong khong tai dic ctt. Trong tw cich mot thanh vién cta Nghi
vién, 6ng mién nhiém véi chuyén bt bé; gior day canh cha
ng tiép can 6ng, chiém sich, tranh, ni trang clia ong; cudi
cung, khi ho sép sira dwa 6ng vao ti thiy si cia 6ng canh béo
ho réng Sheridan c6 thé chét trén dwdng. Ong budng xudi
vao ngay 7 thang By 1816, & tudi 65. Ong giau tré lai trong
dam tang clia minh, b&i bay vi huan twédc va mét vi giam muc
d3 mang 6ng dén tu vién.

Vi Quéc virong nira mé nira tinh s6ng lau hon tit ca bon
ho, s6ng t&i thoi ki khai hoan ctia nwére Anh & tran Waterloo,
dau cho 6ng khong nhéan biét dwoc tinh canh d6. Téi nam
1783, dng nhan ra 6ng da thit bai trong nd Iyc bét cac vi bo
trwedng chiu trach nhiém trwéc 6ng thay vi tredrc Nghi vién.
Nhirng cudc tranh diu dai hoi véi Vién Thtr dan, véi xit My,
va v&i Phép td ra 1a qua strc véi 6ng, va vao cac ndm 1801,
1804 va 1810 Ong roi tré lai con loan tri. Lac ong vé gia,
ngwdi ta bt ddu nhin nhan long can ddm va thanh that cta
ong, va du truéec day 6ng khong dwoc chiing dan mén mo
trong nhitng ngay thang xung dot ctia 6ng nhwng bay gio,
rot cudc 6ng cling dwoc long dan ching, nhitng ngudi duwgm
vé thwong x6t d6i véi mot ngwdi da thdy nwéc Anh chiu
qua nhiéu thit bai va khong dwgc phép chirng kién chién
thdng cta dit nwéc minh. Cai chét clia ngwdi con gai yéu
quy, Amelia (1810), da hoan tat sy tach lia ca 6ng khdi thyc
tai; ndm 1811, 6ng tré nén loan tri v phwong ctru chira cling
nhw bj mu, va 6ng tiép tuc cudc séng tach biét, xung quanh
c6 linh canh géc, cho dén ngdy 6ng lia trin (ngay 29 thang
Mot, 1820).
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Chuong 3

DAN CHUNG ANH
1756-1789

I. Tac phong cuia ngudi Anh
Ban vé chinh quyén d3 qua nhiéu roi, gior chting ta hay xét
dén ngwdi dan.

Truwéce tién, hay nhin ddng vé ctia ho. Ro rang Reynolds 1y
twdng hoa ho, chi yéu cho ta thdy nhirng ngwdi c6 hanh van
va chirc twére, va tén vinh sy phi nhiéu cta ho véi nhirng xiém
y va phu hiéu thé hién dia vi. Nhwng hdy nghe Goethe néi vé
ngudi Anh ma 6ng gap & Weimar: “That la nhitng nguoi
cao quy, anh tudn!”, va dng lo rang nhirng chang thanh nién
Anh Qudc ty tin nay, mang theo dé qudc trong mdi buérc sai
chén, sé lam cac c6 gai Pirc tiéu tan 1ong mé say v&i canh dan
ong Dtrc.! Trong s6 nhirng thanh nién nay, mot sd gitr dworc
voc dang ctia minh khi vé gia, nhwng nhiéu ngudi trong s
ho, khi ho chuyén tir sin choi trong nha trwedong sang nhirng
niém vui th bén ban tiéc, da lam bung va ham dwéi phinh
1én, than nguwdi bung né nhw mét dod hong that dd, va trong
canh dém tich mich phai tranh ddu vé&i chirng bénh git ma
ho da dung dwdng trong nhirng thang ngay khoai lac. Sy
trang kién thoi Elizabeth da mét hut trong bao con ché chén
huyén néo thoi Khoi phuc Vieong quyén. Pan ba Anh, tréi lai,
cang dep hon bao gi¢ hét, it nhét trén gia vé: nhirng nét mat
thanh nha, mai téc doi vong hoa va ruy bang, nhirng nét than
bi trong tAm lua, nhirng ban thi ca toat vé yéu kiéu trang 1é.
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Nhitng nét dic treng giai tAng qua xiém y lai bién mat
& ngoai dwdng phd do c6 nhiéu by db vai bong méi dworc
dwa ra xa hoi ttr nhttrng nha may dang ngay cang nhan bdi,
nhwng & nhirng dip trang trong chiing van con d6. Huan twéc
Derwentwater di dén budi xt t,¥ trong b 4o choang mau doé
twoi va 4o gi-1é vién vang kim.2 Nhitng bo toc gid dang lui tan,
va ching mét dang khi Pitt IT danh thué 1én bot va khir mui
ching; chting con ton tai trén dau cac vi bac si, thim phén,
luat sw va Samuel Johnson; hau hét cAnh dan 6ng déu hai
long véi toc cia chinh minh, dwoc tim lai sau cd bang mot
bim t6c budc ruy bang. Khodng ndm 1785, mot s6 6ng da kéo
dai quan 6ng cta minh tir ddu gobi dén bap chan; nam 1793,
cam hirng tir givi sans-culotte thang loi & Phép, ho dé quan
dng ctia minh kéo dai dén mét cd chan, va ngwdi dan 6ng hién
dai dworc sinh ra doi. Pan ba hay con budc bd ngyc cia minh
dén chd gan nhw ngat the, nhung vay 1ong da khong con hop
mot va do rong, va nhirng bd dam mang 1dy nhirng dudong
nét uon lwgn lam bao c6 gai thich tha.

Sach sé la thir khan hiém chi sau tinh than ngoan dao, b&i
1€ nwére la thir xa xi. Nhirng con sdng dang yéu nhwng thwong
0 nhiém; con sdng Thames 1a mot kénh dao thdo nwéc.3 Hau
hét nhirng ngdi nha & London déu c6 nwéc di theo ng dan
vao nha ho ba Ian mbi tuin v&i gia ba shilling cho mobi khu;*
mot s6 c6 nha vé sinh co hoc; s6 it nha c6 phong tam cé nwéc
chay. Hau hét nha xi (tén lic d6 la “Jerichos”) ndm & ngoai
thanh, dworc xay trén miy cai hé mé dé dwa chat 16ng qua 16p
dat vao lai giéng nwéc noi phat xuét ctia da phan lwgng nwéc
ubng.5 Dau vay, tinh trang vé sinh cong cdng dang cai thién
dan; bénh vién moc khip noi; tinh trang t& vong noi tré so
sinh gidm tir 74% nam 1749 xudng con 41% ndm 1809.°

Khong ai u6ng nuwéc néu ngudi do c6 thé cb thir gi khac an
toan hon. Bia dwgc xem 1a thyc phdm, can thiét cho moi cong
viéc can strc nhiéu; rirgru vang la phwong thuéc wa thich,
whiskey 14 c4i 10 di dong, va tinh trang say xin la tdi c6 thé
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dung tht, néu khong mudn néi 14 mot phan can thiét cho
ngudi dan thich &ng cudc song. “Téi nhé,” Tién si Johnson
cho biét, “khi tit ca nhirng ngwdi dieng din & Lichfield say
xin hang dém, va khéng dwoc xem la nhirng ké toi té.”7 Pitt II
dén Vién Thtr dan trong con say, va Huan twéc Cornwallis di
nghe hét trong con say.® Mot s6 xa ich kiém thém thu nhap
bang cach di rdo rdo cic con phé vao lic t6i muodn, dén 1dy
cac quy 6ng dang “say swa nhw mét vi huan twéc”, va dwa ho
vé nha. Tinh trang say xin gidm di vao cudi thé ky; tra chiém
linh phan nao nhiém vy hdm néng strc séng va lam nguwoi ta
ndi nang thoai mai hon. Viéc nhdp cang tra ting lén tir 100
can Anh ndm 1668 dén 14 triéu cin ndm 1786.% C4c quan ca
phé gi¢r day phuc vu tra nhiéu hon ca phé.

Céc bira 4n thinh soan, dy thit dé va & hé. Bira t&i bat dau
lac bén gidr chiéu doi véi dan thwong leu, va hodn dén sau
gior khi thé ki nay khép lai. MOt ngwdi héi ha c6 thé mudn lam
diu con déi badng mot miéng sandwich. M6n &n tam nay c6 cai
tén tir vi dé tir B4 twére x¢ Sandwich, ngwdi, d€ khong bi bira
t61 gy gidn doan viéc danh bac, dd &n hai 14t banh mi c¢6 thit
kep gitra. Rau dwerc ngwdi ta mién cwedng dn. “Hut thube da
thanh tht 16i m6t”, Johnson bao v&i Boswell vao nidm 1773,
nhwng thudc 14 dwoc dung & dang hit. Thudc phién dworc
diing rong khap dé 1am thudc gidam dau hodc thudc chira bénh.

O ban, mdt ngwdi Anh c6 thé ty minh udng rwou cho
dén khi miéng néi huyén thuyén, va réi cuoc dam thoai 4y
c6 thé sanh v&i miy cudc dam thoai & nhirng khach sanh
Paris xét vé do hom hinh va c6 thé vwrot xa Paris & cot tinh
ciu chuyén. Mot hom (ngay 9 thang Tw 1778), khi Johnson,
Gibbon, Boswell, Allan Ramsay va nhitng ban hiru khac té
twu & nha cda Sir Joshua Reynolds, 6ng Tién si nhin xét:
“Toi nghi ngdr rdng & Paris mot nhom ngwdi nhw dang ngoi
quanh ban day liéu c6 thé dwgc tip hop lai trong thoi gian
chwra t&i nira nam khong.”*° Nhivng cudc té tyu clia givi quy
toc chudng tinh di ddm hon kién van, va chudéng Selwyn hon
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Johnson. George Selwyn 14 Oscar Wilde ctia thé ky XVIIL Ong
da bi duéi khéi treong Oxford (1745) boi “Ong da dem long
nghich dao ma gid v& tht vai ddng Ctiru thé thiéng liéng, va
ché nhao thiét dinh vé Bi tich Thanh thé”," nhung diéu nay
khong ngdn 6ng c6 dwge miy cong viéc nhan rdi lwong cao
trong chinh quyén, hodc c¢6 dwec viéec ngdi ngd trong Vién
Thir dan tir ndm 1747 dén 1780. Ong c6 nhiéu ban, nhung
khong bao gi¢r két hon. Ong c6 niém dam mé danh cho nhitng
vy hanh quyét, nhwng bd khong xem budi hanh quyét ké
trung tén v&i Charles James Fox, mot ké thu chinh tri ma
ong mang long ch¢ doi mét budi treo ¢6 & Tyburn - “t6i nhét
quyét khong bao gi¢r dy mdy budi dién tap”*2 Ong va Horace
Walpole 1a ban httu than tinh trong 63 ndm, ma khong c6 gon
may hay ngwdi dan ba nao gitra ho.

Nhirng ké khong thich thi chuyén hanh quyét c6 thé chon
la trong s6 hang trdm trod vui khac, tir danh bai hodc ngdm
chim cho dén dua ngya hodc danh bdc. Cricket lic nay 1a mén
thé thao thm qudc gia. Ngwdi nghéo lang phi dong lwong vao
céc ttru diém, ngudi giau danh bac ca gia san trong nhirng
ciu lac bd hodc tai cic tw gia; do vay, Walpole, & nha Phu
nhan Hertford, “da thua méit 56 dong guinea trudc khi toi
c6 thé thot 1én mot tiéng Ave Maria.”? James Gillray, mdt nha
biém hoa trir danh, goi nhirng ntr gia chti nhw vy 1a “con gai
ctia Faro”.4 Coi nhe chuyén thua bac 1a mét diéu quan yéu can
ban clia mot quy 6ng ngwdi Anh, diu cho ong ta két lifu bang
viéc théi tung 6c minh.

Day 1a mot thé gi¢i ctia dan dng, vé mat phap li, xa héi,
14n luan li. Pan 6ng ldy hét moi tht vui doi sOng véi nhau;
mai dén ndm 1770, mot ciu lac bd danh cho héi vién lwdng
tinh m&i dwgrc t6 chirc nén. Pan 6ng ngan tré dan ba phat
trién tri Irc, va roi than van rang dan ba khéng du strc hiéu
may cudc dam thoai tri thirc. MOt s6 dan ba du vay lai xoay
x(@ dwore cach phat trién tri lyc ban than. Phu nhan Elizabeth
Carter hoc néi tiéng Latinh, Phap, Y va Ptrc, nghién ctu chix
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Do-thai, B6 Dao Nha, va A Rép, va dich Epiktétos bing do
uyén bac vé Hy Lap khién cho Johnson phai cAt 1¢vi khen ngoi.
Ba phan d6i chuyén dan 6ng t6 ra mién cwéng lic thdo luan
cac y twdng voi dan ba, va ba la mét trong nhirtng quy ba
khién cho nhi¥ng chiéc “bit tat lam” (blue stocking) tré thanh
cach néi vé gi¢i hoc thirc London.

Tén nay ban dau dwoc danh cho nhitng cudc hdi dam
hén hop tai nha Phu nhan Elizabeth Vesey & Phd Hertford,
Mayfair. Vao nhirng bu6i tu hop ban t8i thé nay, tro danh bai
bi c&m va viéc thdo ludn vin chwong dwoc khuyén khich.
Mot hom, khi gdp Benjamin Stillingfleet, ngwdi biy gior néi
danh la mét thi si, nha thyc vat hoc va triét gia, Phu nhan
Vesey da moi 6ng dén budi “tu tAp nhon nhio” ké tiép & nha
minh. Ong céo 16i v&i c& rédng éng khong c6 y phuc phu hop
cho mot bita tiéc. Ong hay mic chiéc vé mau lam. “Ptrng ban
tam chuyén trang phuc,” ba bao 6ng; “hay mang vao doi bit
tdt lam clia 6ng ma téi.” Ong da téi. “D6 qua la man tuyét
hdo cho phin ddi thoai clia 6ng 4y,” Boswell thuat lai, “dén
mitc... ngwdi ta hay bao, ‘ching t6i khong lam gi ma thiéu
nhtrng doi tat lam’; va do vdy, tir tir tirng bwéc ma chirc vi
dworc thiét 1ap,”s va nhém ctia Phu nhin Vesey bat dau dwoc
ngudi ta goi la Hoi Bas Bleu. Roi Garrick va Walpole xuat
hién, va mot t6i no, Johnson lam t4t thdy kinh s¢ bang bai
thuyét trinh khoa dai ciia minh.

Nhung “Nit vieong clia Lam sdc” (Queen of the Blues), nhw
Johnson goi, lai 1a Elizabeth Robinson Montagu. C6 két hon
v&i Edward Montagu, chiu trai ctia dé nhat B4 twéc Sandwich
va 1 ho hang v&i Edward Wortley Montagu, chong ctia Cong
nwong Mary tinh tinh hay thay ddi, ngudi ma chang t6i da
ca nggi & nhirng trang da qua.* Elizabeth la mot ngwdi hém
hinh, mot hoc gid, mot tac gia; bai ti€u ludn The Writings and
Genius of Shakespeare (1769; Nhitng ban van va thién tw cta
Shakespeare) v&i 10ong cam phin da bién ho vi thi ba tr& danh
khap nuwéc nay hong déi lai nhitng chi trich cta Voltaire.
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Ba giau c6, va c6 thé trang trai cho viéc tiéu khién xa hoa.
Ba bién Phong Trung Hoa cia minh & qué nha Berkeley
Square thanh trung tam tri thitc va my sac dwgc yéu thich
tai London; t&i d6 c6 Reynolds, Johnson, Burke, Goldsmith,
Garrick, Horace Walpole, Fanny Burney, Hannah More; & d6
gi¢i hoa si gap gi¢i ludt sw, gido si gdp triét gia, thi si gdp dai
str. Vién “dau bép tuyét hao” clia phu nhin Montagu truyén
khong khi twoi vui cho tat ca bon ho, nhwng rwou khong
dwoc phuc vy, va chuyén say swa 1a diéu cdm ki. Ba thu vai
Maecena trudrc cac vi tac gid méi ché'm, va phan phéat qua
tang. Nhitng quy ba London khac - phu nhan Thrale, phu
nhan Boscawen, phu nhan Monckton - d&u m¢ clra nha minh
do6n chao nhén tai va bau khong khi dé mé. Xa hoi London tré
nén luwdng tinh, va bat dau sanh ngang véi véi Paris vé mit
danh tiéng va nhirng nét ki tai & cac khach sanh.

II. Luan li caa ngu@i Anh

“® moi x4 hoi”, Adam Smith néi, “noi sy phén biét cac phdm
trat tirng dwoc thiét 1ap hoan chinh, ludn c6 hai phwong an
hay quy 1é kh4c nhau vé dao dtrc cling hién dién & mot thoi
diém; xét trong mot mit, ngudi ta c6 thé bi cho la nghiém
khéc hay khac kh6, xét & mat kia thi lai bi cho 1a phéng tang,
hodc, néu mudn, con goi la quy 1é budng loi. Céi triwrdc nhin
chung dwoc gi¢i thwong dan né phuc va kinh trong, cai
sau . . . dwoc quy trong hon va dwoc ti€p dung bdi nhirng
nguwdi dwoc goi la gidi thoi thwong”” John Wesley, ngudi
thudc ting 1&p khic kho, miéu ta dao dirc Anh vao nam 1757
12 mot mé& pha tron gitra budn 1au, thé thét gia déi, hu bai vé
chinh tri, say xin, c& bac, gian 1an trong kinh doanh, manh
mung trong toa an, nd bdc trong gi¢i gido si, thé tuc trong
phai Quaker, va bién tht lam cta riéng trong nhirng quy tir
thién.”® Pay 1a mot diép khic xwa cii tir 1au nay.

Lic bay gidr, cling nhw Itc nay, sy bién biét vé gi%i tinh con
xa 13dm mé&i dén chd hoan chinh. Mot s6 dan ba tim cach lam
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dan 6ng, va gn nhw lam dworc; ching ta nghe néi dén nhirng
ca trong d6 dan ba tw cai trang thanh dan 6ng va duy tri 16p
man d6i lira 8y dén khi qua ddri; mdt s6 con gia nhap luc quan
hay kh6ng quan véi tw cich dan 6ng, roi cling udng rwou,
hut thudc va chiri thé nhw dan 6ng, ciing danh tran, va chiu
don roi bang khi khai dan 6ng.* Pén nim 1772, nhitng “ké
chwng dién” xuét hién nhan nhan ngoai dwdng phé London;
ho la thanh nién d6i mé téc quan dai, &n van nhirng b do dat
tién véi mau sic choi 16a, va “tdn cdc c6 ma khong chut tinh
cam nao”; Selwyn miéu ta ho 1a “mot dang tha vat khéng dyc
khong céi, ma theo giéng trung tinh.”*° Gi¢i dong tinh ciing
c6 nha thé, di cho nhirng hanh vi dong tinh, néu bi phat hién
va c6 bang chirng, sé bi phat tir hinh.

Tiéu chudn kép né& rd. Hang nghin nha chira phuc vu cho
nhitng 6ng hirng tinh, nhwng nhitng 6ng dé lai ddn nhan
dam 6 cia nir gi¢i 1a mot loai tdi &c ma chi cai chét méi chudc
lai dwore. Do @6 Goldsmith lich 1am:

When lovely woman stoops to
folly,

And finds too late that men
betray,

What charm can soothe her
melancholy,

What art can wash her guilt
away?

The only art her guilt to cover,

To hide her shame from every
eye,

To give repentance to her
lover,

And wring his bosom, is - to
die.”
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Khi nguoi nir kha & budng minh
theo con mé dai

ROi that tré trang mdi thdy dan
ong phu tinh,

Strc quyén rii nao c6 thé xoa diu
ndi sau bi,

Diéu thudt nao got rira nang khoi
diéu 1am 164,

Diéu thuat duy nhét ti 16i nang
che day,

An ndi hé then khéi moi 4nh nhin,
T6 ra &n ndn v&i ngwdi tinh cla
minh,

Va vO xé 16ng nguwc anh ta, la -
chét di.
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Két hon so'm 1a 1o khuyén d€ ngdn chin nhirng tai hoa
nhw thé. Ludt cho phép cac cd gii cuéi chong & tudi 12, va
Ccac chu trai cwdi vor & tudi 14. Hau hét nir givi thudc ting
16p hoc thirc déu cwdi tré, va tri hodn chuyén di léch duong;
nhwng rdi tiéu chudn kép kim ham ho. Hay nghe Johnson noi
vé chuyén ngoai tinh (1768):

Tinh trang khon hodc ctia con céi lam nén c6t yéu cta tdi c
nay, va do vay, ngwdi dan ba nao phé v& nhitng 1&i nguyén
thé hon nhan 14 ké pham t6i ghé gm hon ngwdi dan ng lam
chuyén d6. Nguwoi dan 6ng chic chin 1a mét t0i nhan trong
mat Chta Trdi, nhung anh ta khong gay thwong ton tram
trong lam néu anh ta khong nhuc ma ¢ ta; chdng han nhw
néu ma, phat xuit don thuin tir con phoéng dang thoat ra tir
duc vong, anh ta bi mat vung trém v&i cd ngwdi hau. Thwra
ngai, mdt ngudi vor khong duwoc sinh long phin nd hét stec
trwedrc chuyén nay. Toi sé khong cho vao nha dira con gai ma
trurdrc d6 da chay tron chong minh vi 1& d6. Mot nguwdi vor nén
hoc cach gianh lai chong minh béng cach don tam hon nira
dé lam ngwoi chong vui long. Thwa ngai, trdm lan thi méi
x4y ra mot, ngoai ra, dan 6ng sé khong r&i bd vor minh dé dén
vé&i mot cd gai ban hoa, néu vor anh ta khong lo 1a chuyén lam
chong minh vui 10ng.*

Trong nhom cta riéng Boswell, ngwdi ta 1dy lam binh
thwdng & chuyén dan 6ng doi khi nén di t&i chd gai diém.
Trong gi¢i quy tdc - ngay ca trong hoang gia - nan ngoai
tinh xdy ra khip noi. Céng twérc x&¢ Grafton, lac dang 1a thu
twdng, da s6ng cdi mé véi Nancy Parsons, va dan ba dén rap
hét trieérc mit Nit vieong.? Ly di 1a diéu han hiru; tha tuc nay
khong thé c6 dugc ngoai trir dwoe Nghi vién cip phép, va do
viéc ly di nay t6n “mdy nghin bang”, nén day la chuyén xa xi
clia ngwori giau; chi 132 sy cip phép nhw thé dwoc ghi nhan
trong quang thi gian tir ndm 1670 dén 1800.2¢ Nhin chung,
ngwdi ta cho réng ludn 1y ctia thwdng dan tot hon cla gidi
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quy toc, nhwng Johnson nghi ngwoec lai (1778): “Nhirng man
gian dam va ngoai tinh & nhitng ngudi nong dan c6 mirc dd
ngang ngtra véi nhirng ngwdi quy tdc”, va “trong pham vi ma
toi quan sat dwoc, cac quy cd thir bic cang cao, cang giau,
thi ho cang dwgc gido thy t6t hon va c6 dirc hanh hon.”*
Van chwong thoi by gio, nhw trong ban vin cla Fielding
va Burns, da miéu ta ngwdi néng dan dn mirng gan nhw mdi
cudi tudn bing mot cufc lién hoan, tiéu nira s8 tién hwrong &
cac tlru diém, va tiéu mot s6 vao gai diém. Mdi ting 16p cb
t0i 161 theo nhirng cach thirc va phwong tién riéng clia minh.

Nguoi nghéo dung nidm ddm va dii cui d4nh nhau, ngwoi
giau dung sting lyc va gwom. Nhirng tran diu tay d6i 1a mot
van dé danh dy trong hang ngii quy toc; Fox diu véi Adam,
Shelburne dau v&i Fullerton, Pitt IT ddu véi Tierney; that kho
s6ng hét doi quy tdc ma khong bi it nhat mot mii grom dam
trang. Nhiéu ciu chuyén chirng thyc cho tinh diém tinh cha
quy 6ng Anh Quéc trong nhitng cudc cham tran nay. Huan
twére Shelburne, khi bi thwong & hang, da trin an ngwdi phu
ta lo lang rang, “Ta khong nghi Phu nhan Shelburne sé chiu
tén hai vi vu nay dau.”*

Té hon tinh trang budng loi luan li duc tinh chinh la nan
bao tan clia sw béc 10t trong cac nganh cong nghiép: doi
ngwdi bi tan ph4 nhin tAm nhdm thu dwoc lod nhuén; nan
str dung tré em 6 tudi trong cic cong xwdng hodc lam nguwdi
cao dng khoi; hang nghin dan ong va dan ba bi sa vao canh co
cwc dén mirc ho ban minh vao canh nd boc khoéng cong hong
ki€m dwong sang xt My; sw bao hd cta chinh pht d6i véi
viéc budn ban nd 1& nhw 1a mdt ngudn quy gid cho sy thinh
virgng nwéc Anh...

Ttr Liverpool, Bristol, va London - cling nhw tir Ha Lan
va Phap - cac thwong nhan giong thuyén dén chau Phi, mua
va bt gitr nhitng ngwi da den, chuyén ho theo dwong bién
t&i ving Tay An, ban ho & do, rdi quay vé& chau Au véi nhidu
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kién hang sinh lgi to lén nhw dwdong, thudce 14 hodc rwou
rum. Téi nam 1776, giéi nha buén Anh da dwa ba triéu no 1&
téi xt My; chwa ké 250.000 ngudi chét doc dwdng hodc bi
ném xu6ng bién. Chinh phtt Anh Quéc cdp mot khoan trer cAp
thwdong nién 10.000 bang cho African Company va cho t6 chirc
ké tuc, Regulated Company,’ d€ thiyc hién viéc tu bé phéo dai
va tram théng thwong & chau Phi, vién 1é rang nhitng thx d6
“mang nhiéu lgi ich nhat cho d4o nay trong s6 tit cA nhirng
cong ty tirng duwgc gi¢i thwong nhan 1ap nén.””” George III
(1770) cdm théng ddc Virginia “tan thanh bat ki luat nao ma
theo d6, viéc nhip cang no 1é sé bi cAm hay bj can tré trong bat
ki khia canh nao.”® Nam 1771 & Anh c6 khoang 14.000 ngwdi
da den, nhitrng nguoi bi cac tay chi thudc dia dwa dén, hodc
da dao thdat khoi nhivrng tay chtt d6; mot s6 dwge st dung lam
ngwdi hiu trong nha ma khong dwoc huedng lvong;® mot s6
bi dem ban & nhirng budi ddu gia cong cong, nhw & Liverpool
ndm 1766.3° Tuy vay, ndm 1772, mot toa 4n Anh ra luit rang
mot ngwdi nd 1€ ty khic trér thanh mot ngwdi ty do ngay thoi
diém anh ta cham chén 1én d4t Anh.3

Dan dan, lwvong tim clia nwéc Anh tinh thtrc treérc méi
mau thuln gitra dong lwu thong nay véi nhirng tiéng goi gidn
don nhét vé ton gido hay dao dic. Nhirng tim hon tinh nha
nhat Anh Qudc déu chi trich viéc d6: George Fox, Daniel Defoe,
James Thomson, Richard Steele, Alexander Pope, William
Paley, John Wesley, William Cowper, Francis Hutcheson,
William Robertson, Adam Smith, Josiah Wedgwood, Horace
Walpole, Samuel Johnson, Edmund Burke, Charles James Fox.
St chéng d6i c6 t6 chirc dau tién déi véi nan nd 1€ 1a do phai
Quaker & Anh va My thwc hién; ndm 1761, ho loai trir ra khoi
tw cAch thanh vién d6i véi nhirng ngwdi nao can dy vao dong
lwu thong no 1é nay; nam 1783, ho 1ap mot hoi “d€ ctru té va
gidi phéng nhirng ngudi nd 1€ da den & ving Tay An, va dé

i Tén cong ty nay la Company of Merchants Trading (Cong ty Mau dich
cta Thuong nhan).
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ngan tré nan budn ban nod 1& & bé bién chau Phi”3* Nam 1787
Granville Sharp thanh 1dp mét uy ban & Vién Thi dan dé
chdm dirt nan budn ban nd 1é cha ngwdi Anh. Giéi thwong
nhén lién tyc thuyét phuc Vién tri hoan hanh d6ng; mai dén
nam 1807 thi Nghi vién méi ban hanh luat rang khong con
tau nao dwge chd nd 1€ tir bat ki cdng khdu nao trong pham vi
lanh dia cia Anh Qudc sau ngay 1 thang Nam 1807, hoic dén
bat ki thuc dia nao cia Anh Quéc sau ngay 1 thang Ba 1808%.

V& mit dao dirc chinh tri, nwéc Anh gior diy da dat dén
mtc ti té nhat. Hé thong thi trin myc rita by gir dang n&
rd, va gi¢i nabob chi tién troi hon tit cd nhitng ngwrdri mua
khéc. Franklin ghé tdm cudc chién tranh x¢ My bdi mot 1i
do déc biét: “Sao ho khong dé toi ti€p tuc? Néu ho [cac xir
thudc dia] trao t6i moét phan tw s tién ho da chi tiéu cho
chién tranh, ching t6i hdn da c6 doc 1ap ma khong can d6
mot giot mau. Téi s€ mua toan bd Nghi vién, toan bd chinh
phtt Anh Quéc.”* Nan nhiing lam thong tri trong Nha the, cac
tredng dai hoc, hé théng toa an, ngach cong chirc, luc quan
va hai quan, va cic hoi déng cia Qudc virong. Ky ludt quan
st nghiém ngit hon so v&i bat ki nwére Au chau nao khacs
v&i nwée Phé 1a ngoai 1€ kha di; va khi binh linh bi gidi nga,
khong c6 gi dé giap ho dé dang chuyén ti€p vao cudc séng
httu ich va tuan tha phép luat.

Pao dirc xa hoi Irng lor gitva ban tinh tot thwe chit cta
ca nhan ngwdi Anh va tinh bao tan vo6 trach nhiém ctia ddm
dong. Ttr ndm 1765 dén 1780 c6 9 vu ndi loan 1on, gan nhw
& khip London; ta s& sém thiy mot vi dy. Nhiéu ddm dong
tran t&i budi treo ¢6 nhw mot ngay 1€, va déi khi mua chudc
tay treo c§ dé dwoc thda thich quat roi tit nhan.?® Luit hinh
sir & day khéc nghiét nhat chau Au. Ngbn ngtt & gan nhw moi
tang 16p déu c6 xu hwéng bao lyc va thod tuc. Béo gi¢i dong
loat 1én con mang nhiéc va vu va. Gin nhw moi nguwdi ai cing
danh bac, gia nhw ho dang choi x8 s6 toan quoc thi hay roi, va
gan nhw ai cling udng rugu qua do.
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Nhirng 16i IAm ctia tinh c4ch ngwdi Anh di doi véri phdm
tinh co ban ctia ho - sy hang héi nhiét hong va day strc song.
Nong dan va ngwdi lao dong trong cong xwdng thé hién tinh
than 4y trong cong viéc lao nhoc, dit nwwérc Anh pho bay diéu
dy trong gan nhw moi cudc khiing hoang. Tt long hing hai
d6 xuét hién 10ng thém khat manh liét, tinh than cao thwong,
va hanh vi tim dén géi di€ém, nhitng cudc du da trong céc tiru
di€ém va nhirng tran dau kiém tay d6i & cong vién, con suc
s0i xiic cam khi tranh bién & Nghj vién, khad nang chiu dyng
am tham, 1o tuyén xwng kiéu hanh cia moi ngwdi Anh rang
nha clay cling la lau dai cda y, khong dwoc vao trir phi theo
trinh ty phép luat chinh dang. & thoi dai nay, khi neéc Anh
bi ha bé, chinh ngwdi Anh 1a ngwdi da ciy vao x My céi
dam mé dic Anh huéng dén ty do. Phu nhan du Deffand hru
¥ si da dang ca nhan noi nhitng ngwdi Anh ma ba da gap,
va phén 1én s6 d6 ba chwa tirng gdp. “Moi ngwdi”, ba noi,
“déu c6 nét doc dao; khong cé hai ngwdi nhw nhau. Ching
toi [ngwdi Phap] hoan toan ngwoc lai; khi cac vi thdy mot
trong s6 nhitng cin than clia ching tdi, tirc 1a cic vi da thiy
toan bd.”¥” Va Horace Walpole dong §: “Chic chan rdang khong
dat nwde ndo khac san sinh ra nhiéu tinh cach phi thudng va
khéc biét nhw Anh.”3® Hay nhin vao ngwoi ctia Reynolds: ho
dong thuin chi vé mit kiéu hanh cta dit nwéc va giai tang,
nhitng khudn mit twoi khoe, thé dwong dau bao dan clia ho
tridre thé givi. B6 la mdt giong nodi manh mé.

III. Léng trung thanh va su ho nghi

Quan ching nwéc Anh duy tri long trung thanh déi véi nhiéu
dang tin ngwéng Kitd khac nhau. Cudn sach dugc doc nhiéu
nhét, dng sau Kinh Thénh, 1a Nelson’s Festivals and Fasts
(Nhirng ngay & tiét va ngay trai gi¢i clia Nelson), mot ban
hwéng din cho nam phung vu.3® Prayers and Meditations
(Nhitng loi cau nguyén va chiém niém) ctia Johnson, xudt
ban sau khi éng chét, dwoc in ra téi 4 &n ban trong 4 nam.
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O tang 16p thwong lwu, ton giao dworc ton kinh nhw mot
trach nhiém xa hoi, va phu ta cho luan li, mot canh tay cta
chinh pht, nhwng n6é da mét di long tin c4 nhan va toan bd
quyén ning doi v&i chinh sach. Cac gidm muyc dwoc nha vua
chi dinh, va cac cha x 1a nguoi chiu sy b6 nhiém va chiu 1é
thudc vao gi&i dién cht. Cudc cong kich ciia gi¢i tir nhién
than luin d6i v&i tOn gido cho dén nay da ngét di dén mirc
Burke c6 thé hoi thé nay vao ndm 1790: “Ai, dwoc sinh ra
trong vong 40 nam qua, da doc mét tr nao cta Collins, va
Toland, va Tinal, va Chubb, va Morgan, va ca chung loai ty
goi minh 1a nha Poc 14p tw twdng?”+° Nhung néu khong ai
dirng 1én dap lod 6ng, c6 thé 1a vi nhitng ké ndi loan ay da
thing tran, va nhirng ngudi dan 6ng c6 hoc thirc da rii bd
nhirng vin dé xwa cit va xem nhw ching d4 duoc an bai va
tat ngdm. Boswell vao ndm 1765 (quén di dan chting) da miéu
ta thoi minh 1a “mot thdi ma nhén loai qua say mé tinh ngdr
vire dén mirc ho dwdng nhw ti 1am minh buc doc trong viéc
thu rit pham vi niém tin cang nhiéu cang t6t”4 Ching ta da
thdy Selwyn ché giéu ton gido & Oxford, va Wilkes & Tu vién
Medmenham. Theo l&i Cong nrong Hester Stanhope, Pitt tré
“trong dori minh khong bao gi¢r téi nha thd”.#* Va nguoi ta
khong can phai ¢6 10ng tin d€ ma cau nguyén. Boswell viét vao
nam 1763, “c6 nhiéu ngu¢i khong theo dao trong cac dong tu,
nhitng ké vén xem ton gido chi 1a mot thiét ché chinh tri, da
chdp nhan béng 1oc gido si nhw bat ki nganh nghé dan sy nao
khéc, va gép cong strc clia minh d€ duy tri céi do twéng hiru
ich nay”4 “Nhirng hinh thirc chinh th6ng, nhirng tin diéu,”
Gibbon cho biét, “da dwoc gidi gido si hién dai tan thanh
bang mot tiéng thd dai hay mot nyu cwrdri”+

Nhiéu cau lac bd kin da gitp khuiy khoa trudc viéc quy
thuin xa hoi. Nhiéu nha quy toc gia nhdp chi nhanh cta
Hoi Tam di€ém. Nhitng nguwdi nay chi trich vo than luan 1a
thtr ngu xufn, va yéu ciu cac thanh vién phai c6 niém tin
vao Chua Tr&i, nhwng ho khic ghi tinh khoan dung déi véri
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nhirng diéu khéc biét vé tit cd moi hoc thuyét ton gido khac.4
Tai Lunar Society (Nguyét quang xa) & Birmingham, nhitng
nhd sidn xuit ché tao nhw Matthew Boulton, James Watt,
va Josiah Wedgwood c6 nghe n6i ma khong 1ay lam ghé s¢
nhirng tin ngwdng di gido cta Joseph Priestley va Erasmus
Darwin.#® Du vy, con cudng n cta ty nhién than luan da
qua, va gan nhw moi nha tw twdng tw do déu chdp nhan mot
cudc hwu chién ma theo d6 ho, sé khong can thiép vao hoat
dong tuyén truyén tin ngwdng néu Gido hoi cho phép ngwdi
ta dwgc pham 16i trong mot pham vi nhét dinh. Gi¢i thwong
liru Anh, v&i cdm thirc vé trat ty va tiét do, tranh 16i nghi cip
tién khinh sut cta trao Khai minh Phép; ho nhén ra sy hop
nhét than thudc gitra ton gido va chinh quyén, va qua dé sén
dén mirc khong thay thé dworc nén dao dtrc siéu nhién bang
mot Iyc lwgng canh sat & quy mod rong lon.

B&i vi gior day, ho 1a cong boc clia nha nwérc, gidi giam
muc Anh gi4o, giéng nhw gi¢i hong y Cong gido, nghi rdng
minh c6 quyén hwdng tha vui tran tyc trong mot chirng
muec nhéit dinh. Cowper chdm biém bang nhiéu dong tho
cay dang# doi v&i nhirng vi gi4do si nao hay di tranh doat
giéng nhw gi¢i chinh khich dé c¢6 dwoc thém nhiéu bong
16c béo bé, nhwng nhiéu ngwdi khac da séng cudc doi cha
tam tinh ling lam theo phén sy ctia minh, va mot s6 ngwdi
con cb vai tro ngwdi bdo ho tin ngwéng véi kién thie uyén
thadm va thanh thyc. Cudn Principles of Moral and Political
Philosophy (1785; Nhirng nguyén ly cta triét hoc luan If va
chinh tri) cia William Paley da trueng ra mét tinh than phéng
khéang déi v&i pham vi va sy khoan dung vé hoc thuyét, va
cudn Evidences of Christianity (1794; Chirng i cda Kit6 gido)
trinh bay that thuyét phuc luan ching thiét ké ctia hoa cdng
(design). Ong dén chao vao dong tu thanh nhitng ngudi co
khuynh hwéng doc lap tw twdng mién 1a ho thuyét giang vé
nhirng diéu cin cot ctia ton gido va phung sy v&i tw cach lanh
dao luan li trong cong dong cta ho.4®
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Nhirng ké bat thuan - gido phai Bap-tit, Trudng ldo, va
Doc lap (Thanh gido) - tdn hwdng sy khoan dung ton gido
v&i diéu kién ho phai bam sat vao Kitd gi4o theo Tam vi nhat
thé; nhwng khong ai c6 thé git chirc vi chinh tri hay quén sy,
cling khong thé vao hoc Oxford hay Cambridge, ma khong
chép thuén Gido hoi Anh gido va Ba muoi chin Tin diéu cha
ho. Hoi Giam i tiép tuc truyén bé trong nhirng tang 16p thap.
Nam 1784, ho ph4 v& mo6i rang budc mdng manh véi Gido
hoi Pwong quyén, nhwng dong théi ho tao nguén cdm hirng
cho “phong trao Phic am” trong thiéu s6 gido si Anh gido.
“Nhirng ngwdi nay hdAm md Wesley, va dong thuin véi ong
rdng sach Phiic &m can dwoc thuyét gido chinh xac nhw dworc
truyén lai trong Tan Uéc, ma khong dwoc nhwrong bo treée
161 phé binh duy 1i hodc phé binh vin ban.

Ky (tc cha nwéc Anh v& vu Am muwu Thudc sing
(Gunpowder Plot), Dai N6i loan (Great Rebellion) va vé triéu
dai James II van con tiép tyc lwu lai trong quy phép thanh
van nhitng diéu luat cti chéng lai Cong gido La Ma. Hau hét
nhitng diéu luat nay khong con thi hanh ntra, nhwng nhiéu
han ché phap li vin con d6. Tin d6 Cong gido khong dwgc
phép, vé mét phép luit, mua hay thira hwdng dit dai ngoai
trir diing thd doan va phai chi tra gdp doi thué cho dién san
cia minh. Ho bi loai trir khéi luc quan va hai quan, khoi nghé
luat, khoi viéc bd phiéu hay dai dién trong Nghi vién, va khoi
moi vi tri trong chinh phd. Diu vay s6 lwgng tin d6 cia ho
van tang lén. Nam 1781, ho gdbm c6 7 quy tdc, 22 tong nam
twdre va 150 “quy nhan”. L& Missa dwoc cr hanh & tw gia, va
ngwdi ta chi ghi nhan hai hodc ba vy bat giam vi sy vi pham
nay trong 60 nam tri vi cia George III.

Nam 1778, Sir George Savile dwa 1én Nghi vién mot dw
ludt nhdm “giai phéng Cong gido”, hop phép hda viéc mua
va thira hwdng dat dai cta tin d6 Cong gido, va cho phép tin
d6 Cong gido dwoc nhap ngit vao quan lwc ma khéng can tir
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bd ton gido cia minh. Dy ludt dworc thong qua, va khéng gip
phan do6i ndo nghiém trong tir phia cic gidam muc Anh gido
trong Vién Quy tdc. N6 chi ap dung cho nwéc Anh, nhwng vao
nam 1779, Huan twéc North dé nghi né cin duwoc mé rong
sang Edinburgh va Glasgow (thang Mot 1779); mot s6 ngoi
nha nei tin d6 Cong gido cw ngu da bi dét tryi; nhitng ctra
tiém cta thwong nhan Cong gido bi cuwép pha; nha cda tin do
Tin Lanh nao - nhw cla st gia Robertson - bay t6 dong cam
v&i Cong gido cling bi tdn cong twong tw, va con bao dong
ndy chi chdm dirt khi cic thim phén so' thim & Edinburgh
tuyén bo rang Pao luat Gidi phong Cong gido sé khong dwoc
ap dung cho Scotland.

Mot nghi vién ngwdi Scotland, Huan twérc George Gordon,
lanh 14y chinh nghiép “No Popery” (Cdm ché d§ Gi4o hoang)
tai Anh. Ngay 29 thang Nam 1780, 0ng cht toa mot cudc hop
clia “Hiép hoi Tin Lanh” (Protestant Association) vén 1én ké
hoach mot cudc tuan hanh ddm doéng d€ trinh ra kién nghi doi
hty bd Pao ludt Giadi phéng 1778 kia. Ngay 2 thdng Sdu 60.000
ngwdi, deo phit hiéu xanh lam, bao viy Toa Nghi vién. Nhiéu
nghi vién bi hanh ha trén dwdong vao; nhitng cb xe ngya ctia
cac Huln twéc Mansfield, Thurlow va Stormont bi pha huy;
mot s6 huan twéc quy tdc téi duge ghé clia minh ma khong
c6 toc gid, ngwdi réi bu va than run rdy.# Gordon va 8 nguwoi
di theo vao Vién Thtr dan, ho trinh ban kién nghi, dwoc cho
1a ¢ chtra 120.000 chit ky, kéu goi hiy bo, va yéu sach hanh
dong ngay 1ap tirc nhw 14 giai phap duy nhit d€ tranh dam
loan dan x6ng vao Vién. Cac nghi vién phan khang. Ho diéu
binh linh dén kém dadm dong lai; ho khoa tréi cac clra; mét
ngwdi ba con clia Gordon tuyén bd 1a hin sé giét 6ng ta ngay
vao lac c6 bat ki ngwdi bén ngoai nao lach minh dwec vao
phong; sau d6, Vién bo phiéu hoan cho dén ngay 6 thang Sau.
Hai nha nguyén Cong gido, thudc vé céc gido si xtr Sardegna
va Bayern, da bi ph4 hdy bén trong va nhirng mén do dac
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dwoc dem ra dot thanh dam ltra ngoai dwdong phd. Pam dong
gidi tan, nhwng vao ngay 5 thiang Sau, nhirng ké diy loan
cudp béc nhirng nha nguyén ngoai quéc khac, va thiéu doét
nhiéu tw gia.

Ngay 6 thang Sau dam loan déan tu lai, d6t nhap vao nha
tu Newgate Gaol, thd ti nhan ra, chiém lay kho vii khi, va
tudn hanh, c6 vii trang, khap tht do. Gi¢i quy toc tw 1am rao
can tai nha minh; Horace Walpole ti khen minh d3 bo vé
dwoc mot nit cong twdre trong “don tra” ctia 6ng & Berkeley
Square.>® Ngay 7 thang Sau, thém nhiéu ng6i nha bi cué¢p boc
va thiéu dot; dam dong tién vao nhirng nha may rwou, va ty
tién ubéng rwou gidi khat; nhiéu ké diy loan bi hda tang khi
ho ndm say xin trong nhi¥ng toa nha bi thiéu. ThAm phén so
thdm cta London, ngwdi duy nhat ¢6 thim quyén phap li d6i
v&i vé binh thanh phd, tir chéi ra 1énh cho ho ban vao dam
dong. George III triéu tap dan quan, va Iénh cho ho ban bat ctr
lac nao dam ddng dung hodc de doa dung vii lwc. Alderman
John Wilkes dwgc Qudc veong xa tdi, va khong con dwoc
ching dan yéu mén, do da lén ngya va gia nhip dan quan
nhdm c0 gang giai tin ddm dong tu hop. Poi dan quan, bi phe
day loan tan cong, da ban vao ho, giét 22 ngwdi. Dam dong
théo chay.

Ngay 9 thang Sau, ddm day loan lai bung l1én. Nhiéu ngbi
nha - du 14 ctia tin d6 Cong gido hay Tin Lanh - déu bi xong
vao cudp va bi dot, va linh ctru hod bi ngdn khong cho dap
Itra.5* Binh linh trip ap cudc ndi day véi gia phai tra la 285
linh chét va 173 bi thwong; 135 ké ddy loan bi bat, 22 ké bi
treo cd. Gordon bi bat khi chay sang Scotland; 6ng ching
minh rdng minh khong c6 vai tro nao trong chuyén déy loan;
ong dwoc tha tw do. Burke c6 dwoc sy tan dong cta Vién Thir
dan dé tai xac 1ap Pao luat Gidi phong Cong gidao & Anh. Mot
dao luat ndm 1791 mé rong sw khoan dung vé phap li sang dia
hat th¢ phung va gido duc ctia Cong gido, nhwng khong nha
th¢ Cong gido nao c6 thap chudng hay qua chudng.>
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IV. Blackstone, Bentham, va phap luat

Mot nha luat hoc uyén bac cho rdng “viéc xuit ban cudn
Commentaries cta Blackstone... trong chirng myc nao do6 la
sw kién dang chd ¥ nhét trong lich st phap luat.”s: Day la
nhitng 11 yéu nwére, nhwng n6 cé vai trd chi ra ndi kinh s¢ ma
sinh vién Anh ngir thwong mang trong 1ong, cho dén thoi dai
ching ta, khi tiép can Commentaries on the Laws of England
(Binh luén vé phap luat nwé'c Anh) ma William Blackstone
xudt ban thanh 4 quyén va hai nghin trang trong quang 1765~
1769. Méc cho hodc b&i vi kich ¢& cia n6, né dwoe tin dwong
nhw la mét twong dai ctia hoc van va tri tué; mdi huan twéc
déu c6 n6 trong thw vién c4 nhéan, va George III lwu tAm nhiéu
dén né & vai tro nhw ban phong thin cho céc vi vua.

Blackstone la con trai cia mdt thwong nhan London c6
du cta cai dwa con minh hoc hét Oxford va Middle Temple
dé dén giai doan thyc hanh phép luat. Nhitng bai gidng clia
ong tai Oxford (1753-1763) da khién cho nhitng mau thuin
va nhirng diéu phi li noi quy phap tré thanh mot thir co trat
ty va logic, va tir @6 dan giai bang 16i vdn sang rd va gy mé
hodc. Ndm 1761, 6ng dwgc bau vao Nghi vién; ndm 1763, 6ng
bt dau ddm chirc vu thdm phan & Thwong vu Phap vién
(Court of Common Pleas). PAm mé vao chuyén nghién cru va
ghét chuyén van dong chén tay, 6ng chim vao trang thai phan
rd diu dang ma sé'm sta, va mat ndm 1780 & tudi 57.

Ban opus maximum' clia 6ng c6 nhirng phadm tinh noi
nhirng bai gidng ctia dng: sap dit logic, trinh bay sang ro, va
van phong thanh nha. Jeremy Bentham, d6i tht s6i néi cla
ong, da ngoi khen 6ng 1a ngwoi ma da “day luat hoc néi bang
ngdn ngtr clia hoc gid va quy nhén, lam béng bay cho by mon
g0 ghé d6, thanh tdy bo mon nay khoi bui bam va mang nhén
ctia nhiém s& .54 Blackstone dinh nghia phép luat la “mot phép
tic hanh dong chiu sy sai khién clia mot hitu thé t6i thwong

i Tac pham tap dai thanh tu tudng va tai néng cla tac gia
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nao do6”;% 6ng c6 mot quan niém Iy twdng va tinh tai vé
phap luat & vai tro phung sy trong x4 hoi cing mot chirc
ndng ma ludt ty nhién phung sy trong thé gi¢i, va 6ng c6
xu hwéng nghi dén phap luat nwérc Anh & vai tro déi dich
v6i nhitng quy luat hip dan trong thé uy nghiém va vinh
hdng cta chtng.

Ong yéu mén nwéc Anh va Kitd gido ngay khi 6ng tim ra
ching, va khoé long thira nhan bat ki khuyét di€m nao trong
ca hai thyc thé nay. Ong mang tinh than chinh théng con hon
cd Giam muc Warburton, va bdo hoang con hon ca George III.
“Qudc veong nwéc Anh khong chi 1a quéc tredng, ma chinh
ra con la bé d&, la thdm phan ctia quéc gia... Ngai c6 thé bac
moi du luét, c6 thé 1ap moi hiép wéec... c6 thé an xa moi tdi
trang ma ngai thiy wng thuén, trir phi Hién phap mot cach
td twong, hodc c6 hdu qua rd rang, dat nén mot biét 18 hay
ranh gi¢i nao d6.”5° Blackstone ddt nha vua lén trén Nghi vién
va trén phap luat; nha vua “khong chi khong thé lam gi sai
trai, ma thdm chi khong thé suy nghi sai trai” - tuy vay qua
d6, Blackstone c6 ¥ bdo rang khong c6 luat 1& nao & trén nha
vua ma theo d6 nha vua c6 thé bi dem ra phan xt. Nhwng 6ng
canh bao long kiéu hanh cta toan thé nwéc Anh khi 6ng dinh
nghia “quyén tuyét ddi cia moi ngwdi Anh: quyén c6 dugc
an ninh c4 nhéan, quyén c6 dugc tw do ca nhan, va quyén c6
dworc tai sdn ca nhan.”s”

Quan niém cta Blackstone vé phap luat Anh nhw mét hé
thong c6 gia tri hiéu lwc doi doi bdi vi ki cing, n6 dwgc can
ct trén Kinh Thanh nhw vai tro ngon 1 cua Chaa troi, va
quan niém 4y rd rang lam hgp 1ong thoi dai cta 6ng, nhwng
no6 ngdn tré sy phat trién cia hé thong phap luit nwéc Anh
va viéc cai cach khoa hinh phat va nha t1; tuy nhién, nguwdi
ta tin 1a 6ng da tan thwdng nhirng nd lwc cta John Howard
nham cai thién tinh trang trong nha lao Anh Quéc.

Howard xem Kitd gido khong phai 1a hé thong luit phap ma
1a thi¢ 16i cudn nhan tam. Pwoc bd nhiém lam canh sat tredng
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& Bedford (1773), 6ng that kinh trwdc tinh trang cta nha tu
dia phwong. Vién cai ti va cac phy ta déu khong c6 lvong; ho
sOng nh¢ nhitng chi phi moi ra tir t nhan. Khong ai dugc
tha, sau khi hoan thanh an tu, cho dén khi ho trad dwoc toan
bd chi phi can thiét; nhiéu ngwdi & trong ti nhiéu thang tréi
sau khi toa tuyén x* ho v t6i. bi tir hat nay sang hat khac,
Howard phéat hién ra nhiéu canh ngwoc dai twong tw, hoic
con t& hon thé. Nhitng con n¢’ qua han va nhitng ngwoi pham
t0i 1an dau déu bi ném vao ciing véi nhirng tay tdi pham strng
s6. Hau hét tu nhan déu bi xiéng xich, ning nhe thé nao con
tuy vao s tién ho trd. Hang ngay, mdi ti nhan déu dwoc phép
c6 phan banh mi tri gid mot hai xu; dé dworc &n thém ho phai
trd tién, hodc nwong ciy vao ngudi than hay ban bé. Khoang
mot lit reéi nwére dwore chu cip hang ngay cho mdi ti nhan
d€ udng va tdm rlra. Mua déng nha ti khong c6 10 swdi, va
mua hé nha td gan nhw khong dwgc thong gié. Mui hoi théi
trong nguc t8i ndng nic dé€n mic n6 bAm vao quan 4o cla
Howard mot dbi rat lau sau lac ong t&i d6. “Con sét nha ti”
va nhirng chirng bénh khéc da giét chét nhiéu ti nhan; mot s6
chét vi chét d6i dan dan.s* & Newgate Gaol & London, 15 dén
20 ngwdi & trong mot can phong 7 x 7,6m.

N&m 1774, Howard trinh 1én Nghi vién ban béo cdo vé 50
nha tt 6ng da ghé qua; Vién Th dan thong qua mot dao luat
yéu cau ci cach vé sinh trong nha ti, cdp lwong cho cai tu,
va phong thich tit ca ti nhan ma d6i véi ho, boi thdm doan
khong tim ra dwogc don kién thwe sy. Quang nhitrng ndm
1775-1776 Howard ghé cac nha tii & Au luc. Ong thdy nhirng
nha ti & Ha Lan dwoc trang bi tot nhat va kha 1a nhin van;
ndm trong s6 té nhét 13 nhirng nha ti & Hannover, do George
I1I cai tri. Khi Howard xuét ban cu6n The State of the Prisons
in England and Wales,... and an Account of Some Foreign
Prisons (1777; Tinh trang cta cac nha tu & Anh va Wales,... va
Ban thuat sy vé mot s6 nha ti ngoai quéc), lwong tam dang
ngl vii ctia dit nwée nay da bi khudy dong 1én. Nghj vién
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biéu quyét 1ap quy cho hai “nha lao” trong d6 nguwdi ta da nd
Ire bit dép cho tii nhén bang viéc chita bénh cho tirng ngwdi,
lao dong c6 giam sat, va gido hudn vé ton gido. Howard tiép
tuc nhirng chuyén di cia minh, va twdng thust nhitng phét
hién cta minh trong nhi¥ng 4n bdn méi clia cudn sach. Nam
1789, 6ng di mot vong nwérc Nga; & Kherson 6ng nhiém bénh
sOt & trai t01, va chét (1790). Nhitng nd lyc cai cach cla 6ng
chi c6 két qua khiém nhwdng. Pao luit ndm 1774 bi cac cai ti
va thdm phén 1am ngo. Nhitng mo t& vé cac nha ti London
vao cac ndm 1804 va 1817 da cho thay khong cé céi thién gi
ké tlr thoi ciia Howard; “c6 1€ tinh trang ctia moi sy tré nén
t& hon thay vi tot hon.”® Cai cach phai chér dén nhirng mo ta
ctia Dickens v& nha tii New Marshalsea trong tac phdm Little
Dorrit (1855).

Cong lao @t loai ctia Jeremy Bentham nham thyc hién cai
cach phép luat, chinh pht va gido duc phan Ién déu sit giam
sau thoi ki nay, nhwng Fragment on Government (1776; Phién
luan vé chinh quyén) thudc vé noi nay, & vai tro 1a ban phé
phéan trong yéu d6i voi Blackstone. Ong trach méng thai d6
ton sting truyén théng noi nha luat hoc; 6ng chi ra rang “bat
ki tht gi hién thoi dwoc thiét dinh, déu tirng 1a sy cich tan”;®
chit nghia bao thi hién tai 1a sy ton kinh d6i v&i tinh than cap
tién thoi qua khtr; hé qua 1a nhitng ai ¢8 x(y cai cich déu la
ngudi ai quic twong ty nhw nhirng ngwdi run rdy trede ¥
nghi vé sy d6i thay. “Dwéi sw chi phoi cia phép luat, phwong
cham clia mét cong dan tdt 1a gi? Phai tudn ménh tieng li tirng
ti, phai chi trich moét cach ty do”.® Bentham tir khwéc quan
diém vé quyén t8i thwong hoang gia; mot chinh phu tot phai
phan b6 quyén lyc, khich 16 méi mét nhém dwge phan bd nay
ki€ém tra cac nhom kia, va cho phép tw do bao chi, tw do tép
hop va phan khéng trong hoa binh. ¢ phwong ké cudi cling,
cach mang c6 thé gy ton hai cho nha nwé«c it hon so véi viée
m¢ mat thuin tong theo sy ddc 1ai.53 Cudn sach nho nay dwoc
xuat ban trong ndm xudt hién ban Tuyén ngdn Poc lap My.
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Trong ciing mt ti€u luan Bentham cat nghia c4i “nguyén ly
hanh phic t6i da” ma theo d6, John Stuart Mill dit tén 1a “thuyét
cong lgi”. “Chinh hanh phiic t6i da cho s6 ngwdi t6i dai 1a thwére
do cho 1€ phai va Ié trai”* Bang “nguyén ly vé cong dung” nay
ma tat cd nhirng @ xuit va thye hanh vé luan Iy va chinh tri
dwoc phén doan, bdi “cong viéc clia chinh pht 1a phat huy hanh
phic ctia xa h6i”% Bentham rat ra “nguyén ly hanh phtc” nay
ttr Helvétius, Hume, Priestley va Beccaria,*® va quan diém chung
cta 6ng dworc hinh thanh tir viéc doc cac philosophe.®”

Nam 1780 Ong viét, va nam 1789 6ng xuit ban, cudn An
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (Dan
ludn vé cac nguyén ly dao dic va lap phéap), trinh bay chi
tiét hon va triét li hon nhitng ¥ niém cta 6ng. Ong quy gian
toan bd hanh dong c6 y thirc thanh duc vong dat khéai cam
hodc ndi s¢ con dau, va 6ng dinh nghia hanh phtc la “sw
han thudng tredc khdai cdm, sy an toan treedc con dau.”®®
Y nay c6 v& nhw bién minh cho tinh ich ki toan dién, nhwng
Bentham &p dung nguyén ly hanh phtc nay cho c4 nhén cling
nhw cho nha nwéc: liéu hanh ddng ctia cad nhan cé lam nén
hanh phc t6i da ctia y? Vé dwong dai, 6ng nghi, c4 nhin dat
dwoc nhiéu khéai cdm hon hoic it dau dén hon bang cach
doi dai cong binh v&i nhirng dong loai cua y.

Bentham thwc hanh cai ma 6ng rao giang, b&i 6ng nguyén
ca doi minh dé thyce hién mot chudi dé xudt cai cach trwdng
ki: ph6 thong dau phiéu cho nam gié¢i c6 hoc, bd phiéu kin, hop
Nghi vién thwdong nién, tw do mau dich, vé sinh cong cong,
cai thién nha tu, thanh tdy bé may tw phép, bai bd Vién Quy
toc, hién dai hoéa va soan diéu 1é cho phép luat bang nhirng
diéu khoan dé hiéu d6i véri thwong dan, va mé rong luat qudc
té (Bentham da phat minh ra thuat ngi* nay®®). Nhiéu cai cach
trong s6 nhirng cai cach nay da dworc thyce hién & thé ki XIX,
phén 16n nhé nhitng nd lyc clia nhirtng “nha cong lgi” va
nhirng “nha cap tién triét hoc” nhw James va John Stuart Mill,
David Ricardo va George Grote.
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Bentham 14 tiéng noi cubi cing cta trao Khai minh, ciu
ndi gitta tw twdng gidi phong clia thé ky XVIII va nhitng cai
cach clia thé ky XIX. Ong tham chi con tin ciy vao li tri hon c&
nhirng vi philosophe. Ong gitr minh doc than cho dén hét doi,
mac du 6ng 1a mot trong nhitng nguwdi dan dng kha 4i nhat
thoi bdy gior. Khi 6ng chét (ngay 6 thang Sau 1832), & tudi 84,
ong c6 ¥ nguyén than xac clia 6ng phai dwgc mo ra truedc sw
hién dién ctia ban bé minh. Ngwdi ta da lam vay, va b xwong
clia dng van con dwgce bao quan & triedng University College,
London, mdc bd d6 thwong 1é ciia Bentham.” Vao ngay sau khi
ong chét, Quéc virong da ky Dy luat Cai cich mang tinh lich st
von thé hién nhiéu diéu trong s6 nhitng dé xuit ctia 6ng.

V. Nha hat kich
1. Trinh dién

Trong giai doan nira sau thé ky XVIII ndy, san khiu thi phong
pht, kich nghé thi nghéo nan. Th&i nay chirng kién nhirng
dién vién tai ba nhat lich str, va sdn sinh ra chi hai kich tac
gia ma cac tac phdm ctia ho théat dwere lwdi hai ctia t than:
Sheridan, ngwdi ma ching ta da dit yén nghi, va Goldsmith,
ngudi ¢ duwge chd thich hgp cho minh dwéi dé muc vin
chuwong. C6 Ié sy khan hiém céc vé kich nghiém tdc 1a nguyén
do va hé qua cta viéc phyc hoi Shakespeare, vén kéo dai dén
cudi thé ky.

Gioi kich tac gia lam canh khé sé trieéee phong vi ciia nguwdi
xem. Ngwdi ta thwdng ban nhiéu vé tinh gia tao, ma gan nhw
khong néi chi dén tinh kich nghé, ki thuét va nghé thuét. Phan
thwdng vat chat duy nhat ma tac gid nhan dworc 1 lgi nhudn
tir bubi dién thir ba cta vé kich, néu c6 vé kich dwoc dién toi
buéi thir ba; tuy vy, mot s6 dién vién, nam lan nit, déu giau
c6 nhw cac vi thl twéng vay. Nhém vo tay thué c6 thé lam hai
mot v& kich hay bang tiéng on gy khé chiu, hodc lam cho
mot v& kich vo gid tri tré thanh mot thanh cong ntrc long.
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Chi nhitng v& kich dwoc cong ching yéu thich méi ¢6 chudi
biéu dién kéo dai hai mwoi dém trong mot miia. Nhirng budi
dién bat dau lic sdu hodc sau gi¢r rudi, va thwong bao gom
mot v& kich dai ba gio kém mot man hoat ké hay mot man
kich cam. Ghé ngoi c6 gi4 tir 1 dén 5 shilling; khong c6 chuyén
dat chd trwdrce trir phi ngwedi chi sai ngwdi hau dén mua vé
va ngdi gitr chd dén khi dng cha hay ba cht dén. Tat ca ghé
ngoi déu la dang bang ghé khong c6 twa lwng.” Mot s6 khan
gia c6 ddc quyén ngoi 1én ca sin khiu, cho dén khi Garrick
chidm drt man dang kinh t&'m nay (1764). Toan bd dan chiéu
sang déu bang nén cdm trén dén treo, ludn thip sang sudt
chwong trinh. Trang phuc, treéc ndm 1782, déu thudc kiéu
Anh thoi thé ky XVIII mdc cho thoi diém hay noi chén dién
ra trong kich; Cato, Caesar va Lear déu méc quan b6 chén va
doi toc gia.

Mic di giéi tu si phan d6i, va gdp phai sy canh tranh tt
opera va xiéc, nhwng sin khiu van hwng thinh, cd & London
14n & “tinh”. Bath, Bristol, Liverpool, Nottingham, Manchester,
Birmingham, York, Edinburgh, va Dublin déu c6 nhirng nha
hat kich wu hang, mot s6 con c6 cong ty riéng; va boi vi
nhitng cong ty 16n nay di lvu dién khap noi, nén gan nhw
thi trdn nao cling xem dwoc nhirng man dién hay. London c6
loi thé nhér sy d6i dich gitra hai nha hét kich trong yéu. Nam
1750, c& hai déu dién v& Romeo and Juliet hang dém trong
hai tuiin cung thoi diém, véi Spranger Barry va Susannah
Cibber & Covent Garden, va Garrick va Miss Bellamy & Durry
Lane. Samuel Foote c6 rap Little Theatre cta riéng minh &
Haymerket, noi ong chuyén vé thé loai bdt chwérc cham biém;
nhitng man 6ng bét chuéc Garrick da khién cho doi David
tré nén kho s¢ sudt thoi gian dai.

Truéc day, san khdu Anh chwa tirng chirng kién nhiéu
nghé si biéu dién hang dau dén nhw vay. Charles Macklin mé&
ra mot thoi vi dai vao ndm 1741 bang nhirng tac phdm kich
Shakespeare; 6ng 1a nam dién vién dau tién trinh hién Shylock
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& vai tro mét nhan vat nghiém tac, dau cho van 1a mot nhan
vat phan dién tan nhan. (Cho dén khi Henry Irving vao vai
Shylock va dién nhan vat nay véi chit 1ong cdm thong.) John
Philip Kemble khép lai cudc hoi sinh Shakespeare kéo dai cd
thé ky. Nhitng gi¢r phit tuyét hao ctia 6ng 1a khi 6ng cling
ngwdi chi Sarah dién v& Macheth & Drury Lane ndm 1785.
Mot s6 nit dién vién dang nh¢ gio day lam cho san khau
tré nén yéu kiéu. Peg Woffington dworc treri pht vé dep khéu
go1i & ca hinh thé 1an khudn mdt, nhung ba s6ng budng tha,
mdc phai con dot quy, gay liét ngwoi & gitta vér kich (1757), va
chét sém & tubi 46 (1760). Kittly theo doan kich ctia Garrick
22 nam; ba lam London kinh ngac bang nhirng quy tic ludn
1i mau muc; sau khi tir gid san khéu (1769), ba s6ng 16 nim
trong can nha ma Horace Walpole tang ba & Twickenham. Ba
Hannah Pritchard 14 dién vién bi kich tr&¢ danh trwérc khi phu
nhén Siddons vwot qua ba & vai Phu nhan Macbeth; ba ddm
chim d&i minh trong nghé dién, va (ngwdi ta cho ring) ba
chwa bao gior doc mét quyén sach; Johnson goi ba 1a “mot ké
ngdc day cam hirng”;”> nhwng ba séng the hon nhiéu my nhan
khac, dién cho dén nhirng thang ngay cudi cling ddi minh.
Ba Frances Abington la ngbdi sao trong vai Beatrice, Portia,
Ophelia, va Desdemona, nhung vai néi tiéng nhét clia ba 1a
Phu nhan Teazle trong v& The School for Scandal (Trudng
hoc xa vdn). Mary Robinson c6 dworc céi tén “Perdita” ndi
danh tir vai dién rat dat trong v& A Winter’s Tale (Mot cau
chuyén mua dong); ba vao vai mot tinh nhan cta Than vweong
x(r Wales va nhirng vai ngwedi yéu kém néi hon, va con ngoi
lam mAu cho c4c hoa si Reynolds, Gainsborough, va Romney.
Vi ni¥ thin § thitc cao do trén san khiu chinh 1a Sarah
Kemble Siddons. Sinh ra trong mft quan tro ¢ x& Wales
(1755), c6 nguwdi cha 1a mot nam dién vién liu dién, ba két hon
& tudi 18 v&i nam dién vién William Siddons, va tba sang &
tudi 19 trong v& Venice Preserved (Venice dwgc bao toan) cua
Otway. Garrick thué ba mdt ndm sau d6, nhwng gi¢i phé binh
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tuyén b6 “nang lwc ctia c6 ta khong twong xirng v&i mot san
khéu London”, va Henry Woodward, nguw¢i th nhitng vai hai
cho Garrick, khuyén ba nén quay vé nha hat mién qué trong
mot thoi gian. Ba da quay vé, va trong 6 ndm, ba dién & nhirng
thi trén tinh 1é. Pwoec triéu vé Drury Lane ndm 1782, ba lam
moi ngwdi ngac nhién bang tai nghé dién xuit tién trién cta
minh. Ba 14 nguwdi dau tién ti€p dung trang phuc cta thoi
dai trong v& kich cho nhirng vai cia minh. Chdng méy choc,
Garrick wa dung ba cho nhitng vai trong kich Shakespeare,
va London 14y lam kinh ngac trwérc phdm gid va xic cdm ma
ba thé hién khi ning tim vai dién Phu nhin Macbeth. D&i
sOng riéng tw cua ba thu phuc dwoc long kinh trong va tinh
bang hiru ctia nhiéu nhan vat 16i lac dwong thoi; Johnson viét
tén minh trén vién tdm 4o choang clia ba trong birc tranh
Reynolds vé ba nhw mot Nix than Bi kich (Tragic Muse), va
14y 1am &n twong triedre “tinh khiém nhwéng va dirng dan cao
quy” cta ba khi ba dén thim 6ng.”® Hai ngwdi em trai, mot
ngwdi em gai, va hai ngwdi chau géi ctia ba tiép tuc triéu dai
Kemble trong nha hét kich cho dén ndm 1893. Thong qua ba
va Garrick, dia vi x4 hoi cta dién vién dwoc nang 1én, tham
chi & mot nwéc Anh vén lam cho sy phan biét giai cip tré
thanh linh hon va co’ cdu cta chinh quyén.

2. Garrick

T4t cA nhirng ai bi€t dén Johnson déu nhé rang David Garrick
sinh & Lichfield (1717), vao treong hoc clia Johnson & Edial
(1736), va thap tung 6ng trong chuyén di tra lich s dén
London (1737). Tré hon 7 tudi, 6ng chwa bao gio ¢6 dwegc
tinh ban hiru dt day v&i Johnson, béi ngwdi dan éng lén tudi
hon nay khong thé thit tha David cho chuyén tré thanh dién
vién va tré nén giau co.

Khi t&i London, Garrick lam cung ngwdi anh trai trong
cdng viéc nhap cdng va ban rwgu vang. Cong viéc nay khién
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6ng lui t&i nhiéu quén rwou; tai d6, 6ng gap gi¢i dién vién;
cudc tro chuyén cta ho lam 6ng mang long hao hirng; 6ng di
theo mot s6 dién vién t¢i Ipswich, & d6, ho d€ 6ng dam ldy
nhirng vai nhé mon. Ong hoc hdi nhanh chéng tai nghé dién
kich dén mtrc 6ng sé'm dam trach vai chinh trong v& Richarch
III & mot nha hat khong gidy phép & Goodman’s Fields & khu
East End ctia London. Ong hoan hi véi vai tro d6 béi 1& ong
nhd nhdn, tya nhw vi Quéc virong lwng gt kia, va béi 1é 6ng
thich chét trén san khdu. Man trinh dién ctia 6ng dwoc dén
nhdn ndng nhiét dén mc 6ng bd nghé ban rwou, lam cho
nhttrng ngwdi ba con cta 6ng & Lichfield lay lam x4u hé va
that vong. Nhung William Pitt Gia d4 ra sau hau treong dé
khen ngei 6ng, va Alexander Pope, ciing tan tat nhw Richard,
da noi v&i mot khan gia khac, “Ga trai tré d6 chwa bao gior
c6 duwoc ké ngang tai, va anh ta sé khéng bao gi» ¢6 ai sanh
dwoe”7 Pay 1a mot nam dién vién trat hét than lyc va tAm
le vao vai dién ma 6ng tha 14y, ngwdi da hoa thanh Richard
Il & gwong mit va tiéng no6i va doi tay va tdm than ra roi
va tri 6¢ xao quyét va nhirng muc tiéu gian ta; ngudi khong
dtrng viéc dién vai ctia minh khi ngwoi khac néi, va gap kho
khdn trong chuyén quén vai d6 khi r¢i san khdu. Chang may
chéc 6ng 1a dé tai ban tan cha thi thanh London mé xem kich.
Gi&i quy tdc dén gdp 6ng; cic huln twéce dn tdi cling dng; “co
hang t4 cong twéc mdi dém & Goodman’s Fields,” Thomas
Gray viét.”> Nha Garrick x@ Lichfield tw hao tuyén xwng David
la ctia riéng ho.

Tiép theo 6ng thir vai Lear (ngay 11 thang Ba 1742). Ong
thét bai, dng c6 nhitng dong tic qua ning dong dén mirc
khong khic hoa dwoc ngudi & tudi bat tuan, va 6ng khong cd
dwoc vé ton nghiém clia mot vi vua. Sy thét bai nay da rin
day dwoc 6ng, va to ra vo gia. Ong tir bd vai dién d6 mot thoi
gian, nghién cru v& kich, thwc hanh nhirng biéu hién noi
khudn mit, dang di yéu dudi, thi lwc kém, giong diéu the thé
va ai 04n clia mot Lear budn rau. Vao thang Tw, 6ng thi lai.
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Ong da bién d6i; khan gia khoc va reo ho. Garrick da tao ra
mot vai dién khac nira ma sudt gan mot thé ky ngudi doi sé
nhé tén 6ng. Moi ngwdri vO tay ngoai trir Johnson, ngudi ché
bai chuyén dién xuit va xem d6 don thuan la bat chwérc, va
Horace Walpole, nguwi nghi 16i bi€u hién ctia Garrick 1a thai
qua, va Gray, nguwdi ta than sy sa doa tir sy rang budc co dién
thanh 16i thé hién cdm xdc va tinh cdm lang man. Céc hoc gia
than phién rdng Garrick khong dién vai ciia mot Shakespeare
thuln khiét ma la phién ban dworc stra lai va lwoc bod di, doi
khi do chinh Garrick lam 1ay; mot nira 1&i thoai ctia Richard
IIT do Colley Cibber viét,” va canh cudi trong v&r Hamlet ctia
ong da bi thay déi d€ mang dén mot doan cudi diu dang.

Trong mua 1741-1742, Garrick cong hién 18 vai dién - mot
ki tich cho thiy strc Iyc hét strc la thwong cda tri nhé va sy
chd tam. Khi 6ng dién, san khiu ludn day ngwdi; khi 6ng
khong c6 trén to quang cdo chwong trinh, sin khiu tréng
mot nira. Nhitng nha hét c6 gidy phép chiu canh ngwdi xem
gidm sat. B&i nhirng hoat dong chinh tri hdu truedng, rap
hat & Goodman’s Fields bi budc déng clra. Garrick, lac 16ng
khi thiéu san khAu, ki ban hgp dong véi Nha hat Drury Lane
trong quang 1742-1743 v&i lwong 500 bang - mot mc lwong
ki luc cho mot nam dién vién. Trong khi d6, 6ng dén mua dién
xuan & Dublin. Handel vira htt hon thanh phé nay bang vé
Messiah cta minh (ngay 13 thang Tw 1742); gi¢o* Garrick va
Peg Woffington chinh phuc noi diy bang Shakespeare. Khi
tré vé London ho 13p gia dinh v&i nhau, va Garrick mua mdt
cai nhan cwéi. Nhung ba tirc gidn cai tinh tiét kiém cta Ong,
con éng tirc gian tinh hoang phi ctia ba. Ong bét dau tw hoi
dang ngudi vor ndo sé xuit hién tir qué khix hon tap cta Peg.
Ong gitr lai cai nhan, va ho chia tay (1744).

Dién xudt clia 6ng & Drury Lane danh ddu mot ky nguyén
trong nghé thuat. Ong trao cho tirng vai dién toan bd sinh
lwc ctia minh, va thudng xuyén dé tam dén chuyén moi ctr
dong ctia cor thé minh, moi khitc chuyén ctia giong néi minh,

145



Will va Ariel Durant

can phai hoa nhap vao nhan vét. Ong lam cho sy kinh hoang
va n6i that kinh clia Macbeth tré nén vé cing séng dong dén
mirc vai nay, hon bat ki vai nao khac, van ctr dong lai trong
ki rc cong ching. Ong thay thé 16i binh tho clia cac dién vién
bi kich ngay xwa bang 16i néi chuyén ty nhién hon. Ong thé
hién dwgc nét nhay cdm noi vé mét vén bién chuyén theo
cung nhirng thay d6i nhé nhét ctia y nghi hay tAm trang trong
ban van. Nhiéu ndm sau d6, Johnson nhin xét, “David trong
gia hon nhiéu so vé&i tubi that chia anh, bdi 1& khuoén mit
anh lam gép d6i cong chuyén cia bat ki ngwoi nao khac; né
khong bao gio ngoi nghi.””” Va d6 1a tinh da tai da nghé ctia
ong. Ong tha nhitng vai hai ma vin déc hét 1ong va dung hét
tai nghé t6 diém cho chiing y nhw 6ng tirng lam véi Macbeth
hay Hamlet hay Lear.

Sau 5 mua dién & vai tro dién vién, Garrick ki (ngay 9
thang Tw 1747) mét ban hgp dong chia phan quan li Drury
Lane cung v&i James Lacy: Lacy thu linh céc cong viéc kinh
doanh, Garrick lo viéc chon kich va dién vién va lo phan chi
dao cac budi dién tap. Trong su6t 29 ndm lam quan li, dng cho
ra 75 v& kich khac nhau, ty minh viét mot vé& (cong tac voi
George Colman), stra lai 24 vé& chinh kich Shakespeare, soan
nhiéu phan khai din, phan bat va nhirng canh hoat ké, va viét
nhitrng bai bao ndc danh quang bé va ngoi ca cong viéc cta
minh. Ong tran trong tién bac, va bién cai viéc chon kich thuan
theo s hai Iong 1é'n nhét ctia da s6 nhitng ngwdi chi tién. Ong
yéu thich nhirng man vd tay, nhw dién vién va bién kich vay,
va dng sdp dit cac phan d€ tan dung t6i da viéc nay. Dién vién
ctia 6ng cho 6ng la ké doc doan va bin xin, va than phién 6ng
tra ho khéng xtng du 6ng dang kiém dwoc nhidu tién. Ong
dinh nén trat tw va ky luat gitta cdc c4 nhan hay mang long
ganh ti va nhay cdm thai qu4, nhirng ké sdp stra hodc dang ap
0 chuyén dat dén mtrc thién tai. Ho cau nhau, nhwng ho sdn
long & lai, b&i khong cong ty nao khac c6 thé bang minh vwot
qua séng gi6 ctia van ménh va xu hwéng ctia phong vi.
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Nam 1749, Garrick cwéi Eva Maria Weigel, mot vii cong
thanh Wien, ngwdi dén Anh véi danh xwng “Co Violette”,
va dwoc ngwdi ngwdi tan dwong tir nhitng bubi biéu dién
kich muta opera. Ba trwé¢rc day va lac nay luon la mot Kitd
httu sting tin; Garrick cwdi trwdre viée ba tin vao cau chuyén
Théanh Ursula va 11.000 trinh ni,”® nhwng 6ng tén trong tin
ngwdng cla ba bdi 1& ba sdng ding theo nguyén tic dao Ii
d6. Ba lam nhiéu chuyén, bang long tan tuy, nhdm xoa diu
trang thai cing birc trong cudc séng ctia mot dién vién kiém
quan li. Ong rong rai tién ca déi véi ba, din ba di nhitng
chuyén lwu dién & Luyc dia, va mua cho ba cdn nha dat tién
& lang Hampton. & d6, va trong ngdi nha London ctia minh
& Adelphi Terrace, 6ng bay ra nhirng man mua vui xa xi, va
nhiéu vi huan twéc va nhirng ngwdi ngoai qudc 16i lac déu
thdy vui khi lam khéch nha 6ng. Tai d6, 6ng n6é dtia véi Fanny
Burney, va cho Hannah More m6t noi trd nau.

Ndm 1763, 6ng tir bd nghé dién trir nhirng dip ddic biét.
“Gi¢r day,” 6ng noi, “toi sé ngodi xudng va doc Shakespeare.””
Niam 1768, dng dé xuit, 1én ké hoach, va gidm séat 1& hoi
Shakespeare dau tién & Stratford-on-Avon. Ong ti€p tuc quan
1i Drury Lane, nhwng thiy nd khi va chuyén cai nhau ctia cac
dién vién 1a thir 1am tri 6c 6ng thém moéi mét. Pau nam 177,6
ong ban di ¢6 phan d6i tdc ctia minh cho Richard Brinsley
Sheridan, va vao ngay 7 thang Ba 6ng tuyén b6 minh sé sé¢'m
nghi hwu. Sau d6 suét ba thang 6ng c6 nhitng budi dién gia
biét cong ching trong nhirng vai yéu thich cia minh, va han
thwdng vo van thanh tyu ma hén 1a khong dién vién nao
khac trong lich st tirng trai qua. Chuyén 6ng gia tir sin khiu
gay nén bao x6n xao & London tya nhw cudc chién véi xi My
vay. Vao ngay 10 thang Sau 1776, dng khép lai sy nghiép san
khiu ctia minh vé&i khodn trgr cdp danh cho Quy Dién vién
Suy nhwoc (Decayed Actors’ Fund).

Ong s6ng thém ba ndm nita. Ong chét ngay 20 thang Mot
1779, tho 62 tudi. Vao ngay 1 thang Hai ,x4c dng dwoc nhitng vi
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quy toc phdm trat cao nhat mang téi Tu vién Westminster, va
dwoc dwa vao Goc Thi nhan & chan twgng dai Shakespeare.

VI. London

Céi nhin dau tién cta Johnson vé London (1737) 1a mét céi
nhin khiép ron vé mit dirc hanh:

Here malice, rapine, accident, 6] day &c tam, cwép boc, tai nan,

conspire, muu do,

And now a rabble rages, now a Valdc thi dam tién din thinh no,

fire; ltc khéc 1a dam chay;

Their ambush here relentless Noi phyc kich & day toan bon vo

ruffians lay, lai khéng nao ning,

And here the fell attorney Va day, ddm luat sw nhin tim

prowls for prey; rinh kiém con moi;

Here falling houses thunder on  Piy nhirng cin nha sup d6 rén

your head, vang trén dau,

And here a female Atheist talks  Va day mot ¢6 gai VO thin néi cac

you dead. vi chét di.l
Nhitng dong nay di nhién chi 12 mét s6 khia canh ctia London,
dwoc chon ra nhdm dung dwén,g long phan nd cta thoi hoa
nién chwa biét di dau vé dau. Ba ndm sau d6 Johnson miéu ta
London la “mét thanh ph6 néi danh vi cta cdi va giao thwong
va sung tdc, va vi moi cung cach khac vé phép 1€ d6 va phép lich
sit, nhung 1a noi nhung nhic nhitng déng rac do day dén mtre
mot ké dia man hdn sé khéng khéi kinh ngac khi nhin vao.”®
Gi¢i dwong cuc dan sy, thud d6, d€ chuyén don dep dwong
pho cho cong dan, nhirng ngwdi dworc 1énh gite cho vé dwong
- hodc khu dat - ludbn gon gang triedc nha minh. Nam 1762,
bao luat Lat dwong Westminster (Westminster Paving Act)

i Phu nhén Mary Wortley Montagu? [Durant]
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tri liéu viéc quét don dwdng sa trong thanh phé, thu gom rac,
14t dwdrng va stra nhirng con phé chinh, va thiét 1ap hé théng
cong ranh ngim; chdng may chdc, nhirng khu virc khéc cia
London néi tiép viéc lam nay. Nhitng con dwdng mon dwoc
nang 1én d3 bao vé nguwdi di b, va cac ranh nwéc lam mat
dwong kho rdo. Nhitng con dwong méi dwoc sdp dit theo
nhirng dwong thing, nhirng ngdi nha xay dé dung dwoc bén
lau, va nhirng khu tht pht ding trong déu tda ra cai hoi
dwom mui quy phai hon.

Khong c6 phong cru héa cong cong, nhwng nhirng cdng ty
bao hiém duy tri cac 1 doan voi rong cho riéng minh nham
han ché t6n thét. Bui than va swong mu doi khi hop lai dé
pht 1én thanh phd mét tim man day ddc dén mkc nguwdi ta
khéng thé nao biét dau 1a ban dau 14 thu. Khi bau tréi quang
dang, mot s6 con dwdng birng sang véi nhiéu clra hang sic
s&. Trén dwong Strand, nhitng ctra hiéu lén nhat va dat do
nhdt chau Au trung ra & sau khung ctra s6 bao sdn phdm ctia
ca ntra thé gi¢i. Nam cach d6 khong xa 1a hang nghin ctra
tiém ban hang tram do6 thu cong, va day d6 con cb cac tiém
d6 gém, cac nha may thuy tinh, 10 rén, nha may bia. Nhitng
tiéng dong clia the thi cong va lai thwong, clia nhirng cb xe
ngwa va nhirng con ngya, ctia ngwdi ban hang rong va ca nhi
dwdng phd, thdy déu gop phin vao canh ram ri va y nghia
clia cudc séng. Néu nguwdi ta mudn mot khung canh yén a
hon va khong khi trong sach hon thi ho c6 thé tdn by & Cong
vién St. James, hodc ngam nhin nhitrng quy c¢6 du dwa nhitng
chiéc vay xode va dé 16 nhirng doi giay bong mugt & phé Mall.
Bu6i sang ngwdi ta ¢6 thé mua sira twoi tir nhitng ngudi thi
ntt vit sira bd & bai cd cong vién. Budi t6i, y c6 thé di kiém
fille de joie!, gibng nhw Boswell, hodc doi dén dém dé che day
vd s8 tdi 16i. Xa vé phia tay, ngwdi ta c6 thé cudi ngwa hodc
di xe ngwa & Cong vién Hyde. Va c6 nhiéu khu nghi duwdng

i uyén ng(r ti€ng Phap chi gai diém
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giai tri tuyét vori. Vauxhall véi nhiu dam dong sic s&, nhiéu
mau vwon va 16i di bo ¢ béng ram, va Ranelagh véi nhirng
toa Rotunda rdng rai xép thanh nhiéu hang, noi Mozart trinh
dién khi con 1a dra tré 1én tam.

Ngu¢i ngheo c6 nhirng quén bia, ting 1ép trung lwu va
thwong lwu 6 cac ciu lac bo, va c6 nhirng tiru diém danh
cho tat ca cic hang nguwdi. C6 Boar’s Head, va Mitre, noi vi
bai Han [Samuel Johnson] u6ng rwou, va Globe, von 1a chén
than thwong véi Goldsmith, va Devil’s Tavern, noi mua vui
clia nhirng khuén mgt néi tiéng tir Jonson dén Johnson. Cé
hai quan Turk’s Heads - mgt quén ca phé trén pho Strand, va
quén kia 1a mét tiru diém trén dwdng Gerrard, von tré thanh
noi sinh ra The Club. Pan ba cling nhw dan 6ng dén cac tlru
diém, va mot s6 ngwdi con dé ban. O nhirng cau lac bd nhw
White hodc Almack (von da thanh Brooks), nguwdi giau co6 thé
udng rwou va choi bac trong nhirng khu vire riéng danh cho
thanh vién. VA c6 nhiéu nha hat, di kém biét bao con hao
htrng do canh tranh nhau va anh hao quang ctia cac ngoi sao
& do.

Gan nha hét la nha thd. Nhitng nha thuyét gido than phién
rang “cau dén nhirng vé kich da n6i dén kia va nhitng quang
gidi lao thworng 1a nhirng ké ti tién, nhan rdi va vo trat ty, va
sau khi man dién két thuc, tir d6 ho t&i nha chivra.”®* Gan nhw
moi tang 1&p nao c6 dd kha nang chi trd chuyén d6 déu bao
tror cac b gai diém, va dong tinh chuyén bd qua cho céi théi
quen khong thé tranh dwec trong tinh trang hién thoi cla
sy phét trién nam gi¢i. C6 nhirng c6 gai diém hang sang da
mau hat khach hang ngay ca tir gi¢i quy tdc; Boswell miéu
ta Hudn twéc Pembroke bi kiét qué sau mét dém & “mdt nha
chira den”.®3

Céc khu 8 chudt vAn tiép dién. ¢ nhirng ting 16p thép thi
chuyén mét gia dinh séng trong mot phong ctia mot chung cw
1 diéu khong la thwdng. Ngudi cing khé song trong nhirng
tang ham thiéu swdi, dm wot, hodc trong gac xép c6 mai dot;
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mot s6 ngu trén givdong tang hodc & ngwdng clra hodc dwdi
mdy lan tam. Johnson bdo v&i cd Reynolds rang, “khi 6ng
quay vé chd lwu tr cia minh khoang mot hoéc hai gior sang,
ong thwong thiy bon tré con nghéo ngt & chd ngwdng clra
va cac gian hang va 6ng thuwdng dat miy xu vao tay ching dé
mua cho chiing mua bita dn sang.”® M6t tham phén thong
bao cho Johnson rang vao bat ki tuin nao ciing c¢6 hon 20
nguwdi London chét d6i. Daoi khi cai dich nay lan khdp thanh
pho. Du vay, viéc dan s6 thanh phé tdng 1én tir 674.000 ndm
1700 dén 900.000 nam 1800, dworc cho la bdi qué trinh di
dan ctia nhirng néng dan khéng c6 dat trong, va bdi sw tang
tredng cta thwong mai va cong nghiép.

- S6ng Thames va nhitng viing tau dong kin thwong nhan
va hang hoa. “Toan by bé mit cia song Thames,” mdt ngwdri
thoi d6 viét, “dwge bao phi bang tau nhd, sa lan, thuyén va
do, di to1i lui, va, bén dwéi 3 ciy cau, 1a cd mot rivng cot budm
x€p cung nhau dai hang ddm, dén mic cic vi sé nghi tat ca
tau beé trong cbi vii tru nay da dwec tap hop noi day.”®” Hai
cay cau méi dwgce xay thém vao thoi ki nay: Blackfriars va
Battersea. Canaletto, tir Venezia dén London (1746, 1751), da
vé nhitng quang cdnh trang 1é cia thanh phé va con song;
nhitng 4n ban tir may btrc veduta nay khién cho giti thirc gid
Au chau nhan ra London da phét trién dén dwdng nao dé tré
thanh cang khiu chinh cta thé giéi Kito.

Ké tir thei Roma c¢6 dai (ngoai triv Constantinopolis), lich
st chwra tirng biét dén mot thanh pho rong lén, phta quy va
phirc hop dén thé. Trong Cung dién St. James, Qudc virong va
Virong hau cting tily ting, triéu dinh va nhitng budi nghi 16;
trong cac nha tho, nhitng gido s map map lam bam nhirng
cong thirc thoi mién, va nhirng ké the phung khiém cung tam
lanh khdi thyec tai va cau xin than linh pho trg; & Nghi vién,
cac vi & hai vién Quy téc va Thtr dan choi cugc choi chinh tri
14y ngwdi 1am quan tét clia hg; & Mansion House, ngai Thi
trwdng cing nhirng vién hau cin méc ché phuc ddt ra nhitng
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sic 1énh vé nha nguyén va nha thd, va ban khoin vé cach
kiém soat con dich hodc con néi loan tiép theo; trong céc trai
linh, binh si bai bac, gai ga, va lam 6 ué bau khong khi; & cac
ctra hiéu, ngwdi the may ubn cong xwong sdng, ngwdi thy
Ong nwére hit chi, ngudi the kim hoan, ngwoi 1am dong ho,
ngudi the giay, ngwoi the 1am dau, ngwdi ban rwegu vang,
hoc t6c lam viéc nham dap rng nhu ciu cta quy ba quy 6ng;
& pho Grub hay phé Fleet, nhitng tay viét b4o xoang xinh
dang th6i phong khach hang cia minh, lam réi ndi cAc, thach
thirc Qudc veong; trong nha ti1, dan dng chét dan chét mon
do nhiém bénh hodc chuyén sang t6i ning hon; & nhitng
khu chung cw va tang ham, ké d6i, ké gdp van rui, va ngudi
thét bai nhan bdi nhirng ngwdi nhwr ho mot cach hio hirc va
khong ngirng.

Vi toan bd.diéu nay ca Johnson va ngwdi viét tiéu st cho
ong déu yéu quy London. Boswell ngwdng mo “sy tw do va
nhitng con xung dong... va nhitng nhan vat la ki, ddm dong
16n va s hoi ha x6 bo ctia viée lam 4n va tiéu khién, s6 lwong
16n nhivng khu gidi tri cdng cOng, nhiéu nha tho quy toc va
nhi*rng toa nha nguy nga... 1ong thda da khi theo dudi bat ct
ké hoach nao thich hop nhit ma khong ai biét dén hay dom
ng6 dén”% - tinh ndc danh ctia ddm déng tao 1ép man bao vé
va gy x6i mon nhiéu chd. Va Johnson, thudng thérc va lam
dam da thém “toan bd dong chay chuyén tro ctia London”,
an bai van dé bang mot dong diy quyén uy: “Khi mot ngwdi
chan ngén London, y sé chan ngan ddi.”®
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THOI PAI REYNOLDS
1756-1790

I. Gigi nhac si

Nuwéc Anh théi nay yéu mén nhirng tuyét phdm a4m nhac,
nhwng khoéng thé san sinh ra ching,.

Chuyén thwdng nhac ngap tran x& nay. Trong birc tranh
cuia Zoffany The Cowper and Gore Families, ching ta thay vai
tro cta am nhac trong nhirng gia dinh hoc thirc. Chiing t6i
nghe néi hang tram ca si va ngwdi bi€u dién dwoc tap hop lai
cho bu6i hoa nhac Twdng niém Handel nam 1784. Té Morning
Chronicle s6 30 thang Mw¢i Hai 1790 thong bao, cho nhirng
thang tiép theo, mot chudi “Hoa nhac Nha nghé” (Professional
Concert), va chudi “Hda nhac Xwa” (Ancient Concert), “Hoa
nhac bat vé danh cho Nt gi¢i” (Ladies’ Subscription Concert)
cho cac t8i Chti nhat, trinh dién oratorio hai lan méi tuan, va
sau bubi hoa nhac giao hwdng dwec té6 chirc béi chinh nha
soan nhac - Joseph Haydn;' day la khung canh c6 thé sanh vé&i
sir doi dao &m nhac & London ngay nay. Ngay khi Venezia lap
nén nhitng doi hop xwéng gbm nhirng dira tré mo coi, thi
nhém “Charity Children” ciia Thanh dwdng St. Paul thyc hién
nhitng budi biéu dién thwdng nién, ma Hayden da viét ban
luan nhw sau: “Khdng 4m nhac nao tirng lay dong t6i nhiéu
dén thé trong doi.”? Nhirng budi hoa nhac va operetta dugc
trinh dién tai Ranelagh Rotunda va Marylebone Gardens. N6i
am anh clia ngwdi Anh véi &m nhac 1a diéu ai ai cling biét,
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dén mirc mot hoi nghé si va nha soan nhac kéo t&i hon dao
nay - Geminiani, Mozart, Haydn, Johann Christian Bach; va
Bach nén lai noi day.

S& thich vé opera nghiém tic suy gidm & Anh sau khi c6
qua nhiéu tdc phdm ctia Hindel. Long nhiét thanh phan nao
quay lai khi Giovanni Manzuoli m¢ man cho mua 1764 bdng
v¢& Ezio; Burney miéu ta giong hat clia 6ng la “giong soprano
manh mé va dai hoi nhét tirng dwgc nghe trén san khiu cta
ching ta ké tir Farinelli.”® P4y hdn la khtc khai hoan sau
cudi ctia opera Y trén dat Anh & thé ky d6. Khi Nha hat V' &
London bi thiéu rui (1789), Horace Walpole phan kha1i, va hy
vong no6 sé khong bao gior dwoc xay lai.*

Néu gi¢r day khong c6 nha soan nhac Anh Quéc nao dang
nhé, thi ¢6 hai str gia 16i lac vé 4m nhac, nhirng ngwdi c6 tac
phdm cong bo trong cing ndm, 1776 - mot nam diéu ki voi
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (Sy suy vong cta
D& quoc La Ma) va The Wealth of Nations (Cta céi ctia céc
dan tdc), chwa dé dén ban Tuyén ngbn Doc lap My. B6 ndm
quyén General History of the Science and Practise of Music
(Lich st t6ng quan vé khoa hoc va thirc hanh &m nhac) ctia Sir
John Hawkins la mot tic phdm khao ctru ki lwdng, va dau cho
ban than 6ng - ludt sw va thim phén - khéng phai la nhac si,
nhwng nhirng 11 tin dwong ctia 6ng van tru virng gitra dong
tudbn trao biét bao ¥ kién phé binh. Charles Burney la nguoi
choi organ & Thanh dwdng St. Paul va 1a thay day nhac dwgc
nhiéu ngwdi tim dén nhit & Anh. Khu6n mat thanh ta va tinh
tinh hoa nha, ciing v&i nhiéu thanh tyu clia 6ng, 1a nhirng thtr
giip 6ng c6 dwoc tinh bang htru voi Johnson, Garrick, Burke,
Sheridan, Gibbon, va Reynolds - ngwdi vé mién phi cho 6ng
mot btre chan dung 16i cudn.s Ong chu du khép nwéc Phép,
Ptrc, Ao, va Y dé kiém tw liéu cho bo General History of Music
(Lich st tdng quan vé &m nhac) cia minh, va tro chuyén véi

i con dugc biét vdi tén goi Nha hat Haymarket.
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sy hiéu biét tric tiép tiép thu tir cdc nha soan nhac hang dau
dang con séng bay gi¢r. Khoang ndm 1780, 6ng twdng trinh
rang “nhirng nhac si gia than phién vé théi hoang phi clia
ngwoi tré, va ngwdi tré lai than phién vé sy kho khan ciing vé
thiéu thanh lich ctia nguwoi gia”

II. GiGi kién trac su
Nhirng nha xay dyng Anh lic bdy gior mang dén mot cudc
tranh dua séng dong gitra Gothic va phuc sinh phong cach ¢6
dién. Vé hoanh trang ctua nhirng thanh dwong xwa, nét trang
18 con lwu du clia tdm kinh mau, nhirng tan tich moc day
thwdng xuan clia nhirng tu vién thoi trung dai & Anh Qudc,
da khudy dong tri twéng twong dé li twdng hoa thdi Trung
6, va gap phai phan rng dang ngay cang tang cla gi¢i Lang
man doi v&i nhirng cdp thi cd mang mau cd dién, nhirng cay
cOt gia lanh, va nhitng tran twdng ngdt ngat. Horace Walpole
thué mot loat cic kién triic sw hang hai dé€ xay lai “Strawberry
Hill” ctia minh & Twickenham theo hinh thtrc va 18i trang
tri Gothic (1748-1771); 6ng bd 3 ndm cham s6c ti mi d€ bién
nha minh thanh vat ho ménh cho phong cach phan Palladio.
N#m nay qua ndm no 6ng ctr thém phong & cho dén khi c6
hai can phong; mét phong, “Gallery”, chita cac b swu tap
tranh ctia dng, va phong nay dai khodng 17 mét. Ong thuworng
dung thanh la-ti va trat thach cao thay cho d4; ngay ca cai
nhin théang ban du ciing 1am 16 vé mdéng manh c6 thé tha
thtr dwoc trong phan trang tri ndi that nhwng chang thé nao
khoan thit ndi & co’ cAu bén ngoai. Selwyn goi Strawberry Hill
1a “thr banh girng kifu Gothic”” va mét ké hém hinh khéc
cho 12 Walpole da song 1au hon ba day twong c6 16 chau mai,®
vOn can phai dworc tring tu lién tyc.

Mic cho nhitng thi nghiém thé nay, Palladio va Vitruvius
van 1a nhirng vi thin gidm ho cho nén kién triic Anh trong ntra
sau cling nhw ntra dau thé ky XVIIL. Tinh than ¢6 dién dwoc
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ciing ¢6 bang nhi*rng cong trinh khai quat & Herculaneum
va Pompeii, va tinh than nay dwgc lan tdéa bdng nhitng miéu
ta vé nhirng tan tich ¢6 dién & Athéna, Tadmor (Palmyra)
va Ba’labakk. Sir William Chambers bdo vé quan diém theo
Palladio trong cudn Treatise on Civil Architecture (1759; Khao
luén vé kién trac dan sy), va thém vi du vao quy tic bang cach
tai xay dyng Somerset House (1776-1786) vé&i phan mit tién
khéng 16 gdbm céc ctra s6 kiéu Phuc hwng va nhitng méi cdng
ki€u Corinthos.

Mot gia dinh ddng chd § gbm bén anh em, John, Robert,
James, va William Adam, ra khdi Scotland d€ théng tri nén
kién tric Anh trong ntra thé ky nay. Robert dé lai ddu 4n manh
nhét cho th¢i ciia minh. Sau khi hoc tai trieorng University of
Edinburgh, 6ng danh 3 niam & Y, noi éng gip Piranesi va
Winckelmann. Lwu § thdy rang nhitng cung dién tw nhan ma
Vitruvius ngei khen da bién mat khéi khung cdnh La M3,
va biét duwgrc mot cai van con kha nguyén ven, cung dién
Diocletianus, & Spalato (hién la Spljet @ Nam Tw), 6ng ki€ém
duong dén tha dé x¢ Dalmacija, danh ra 5 tuin do dac va
vE, bi bat vé tdi gian diép, dwoc tha ra, viét mot cudn sach vé
nhirng nghién ctru clia minh, va quay lai Anh kién quyét st
dung phong cich La Ma trong xay dwng & Anh Quoc. Nam
1768, 6ng va nhitng ngwdi anh em cia minh thué 99 nam
cho mot dai dit déc ndm gitta Strand va song Thames, va
dwng Ién & d6 khu Adelphi Terrace ltirng danh - mot khu gom
nhiéu con dwdng tinh nha va nhiéu cin nha bé vé ndm trén
con dé dwgc chéng d& bang nhitng cdng vOm va mai vom
kiéu La M4. Robert ciing thiét ké mét s6 biét thy lirng danh,
nhw Luton Hoo ctia Bute (tirc 1a nha & Luton, cach London
30 ddm vé phia Bic). “Day,” Johnson cho biét, “la mot trong
nhitng noi t6i khong héi tiéc khi dé€n xem”;® va 6ng that kho
dé lam hai long.

Nhin chung, nhitng hang loai ¢6 dién da thing tran chién
chéng lai sy phuc sinh Gothic. Nhiéu trong s6 nhirng cung

156



Thdai dai Reynolds: 1756-1790

dién tuyét dep clia thoi nay, nhw Carlton House & London va
Harewood House & Yorkshire, déu theo phong cich tin c6
dién. Walpole khong s6ng t&i lic thiy dwoce Gothic quay lai
trong khutc khai hoan va trang 1é noi hai toa nha Nghi vién
(1840-1860).

III. Wedgwood

Anh em Adam khoéng thoa ¥ v&i viéc thiét ké cac tdoa nha va
noi that, ho lam nén mot s6 mén do ndi that dé thwong nhét
dwong thoi. Nhwng céi tén vi dai & day la Thomas Chippendale.
Nam 1754, & tubi 36, 6ng cong bd The Gentleman and Cabinet
Maker’s Director (Chi dan cho quy nhin va nha thiét ké do
g0), mot tac phdm déi véi nghé thuat do gb ciing gidng nhw
Discourses clia Reynolds d6i v&i hoi hoa vdy. Nhitng san
phidm dic trung ctia 6ng 1a nhitng chiéc ghé v&i “lung hoa
van” va chan duyén dédng. Nhung 6ng con gay thich tha cho
céc vi huan twérc va phu nhan cia triéu George Il véi méy
cai t, ban viét, th com-mot, ké sach, gwong, ban va giwvong
bén cot - tat ca déu thanh nha, hau hét déu tin ky, nhin chung
méng manh. '

Tinh chit mong manh nay tiép tyc trong tic phdm cla
nhén vat déi dich véi Chippendale, George Hepplewhite, va
nguwdi ké nghiép ho, Thomas Sheraton; ho dwdong nhw cai
d6i sang thuyét clia Burke rdng trong nghé thuat, ciing nhw
trong cudc dori, céi dep la cai moéng manh. Sheraton dwa cai
nhe va nét duyén dang lén dinh cao. Ong chuyén vé gb son
tiéu va nhitng san phim lam tr the gb dep dé khac; ong
kién tri danh béng ching, son ching ti mén, va doi khi kham
vao mdy hinh trang tri bdng kim loai. Trong cuén Cabinet
Dictionary (1802; Tt dién cac loai t) Ong liét ké 252 “nha
lam t0 bic thay” dang lam viéc & London hodc gan d6. Gioi
thwong lru & Anh gior day ddéi dich véi ngwdi Phap trong viée
cai tién do gb va cdc mon do noi that.
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Ho lam trwéc dan 16i cho ngudi Phap trong viéc thiét
ké vueon va cong vién. Lancelot Brown c6 dwgc biét danh
“Capability” (Nang lwc) do 6ng nhin thiy rat nhanh “nhitng
nang lwc” ma cac khu viedn ctia khach hang mang dén nham
c6 dworc nhirng thiét ké ki diéu - va d4t do; bang tinh than nay,
Ong lo viéc bai tri cac khu vieon & Blenhein va Kew. Kiéu dang
& nhirng khu vwedn gior day vieon téi dwore tinh ngoai lai, bat
ngd, hodc ¢ nha. Nhitng ngdi dén Gothic va nhirng ngbi chiia
Trung Hoa ti hon dwgrc dung lam vat trang tri ngoai sin; Sir
William Chambers, khi trang tri Veon Kew (1757-1762), da du
nhap vao cac dién th¢ Gothic, cic nha tho Islam kiéu Mauri,
va nhitng ngoi chtia Trung Hoa. Nhitrng binh di c6t ddm tang
1a nhi*tng moén ryce r& dweee yéu thich trong viedn, doi khi con
chira tro c6t ciia nhitng ngwdi ban di lia doi.

Cac nghé 1am gbém c6 sy phét trién gan nhw cach mang.
Anh sdn xuat thuy tinh cling dep nhw bt ki x* nao & chau
Au. D6 gém Chelsea va Derby tré thanh nhirng kiéu hinh tha
vi trong mang do6 s, thwong theo nhirtng phong céch cta
Sévres. Nhwng trung tAm d6 gém nhon nhip nhét 13 khu “Nam
Thi trAn” viing Staffordshire - cht yéu 13 Burslem va Stoke-on-
Trent. Truéc thoi Josiah Wedgwood, nganh nay nghéo nan vé
phuwong phép va lgi nhuén, the lam gém khan hiém va thét
hoc; khi Wesley [an dau téi truyén dao cho ho, ho trat bun vao
dau 6ng; ho & trong nhirng cin nha tam, va thi tredng bi han
ché do vap phai nhiéu con dwdng khong c6 16i di. Nam 1755,
mot 1¢p tram tich cao lanh doi dao - loai dat sét trang dworc
ngwdi Trung Hoa dung - dwoc khdm phé & Cornwall; nhwng
chd d6 lai cich Nam Thi tran hai tram dam.

& tudi 1én 9 (1739), Wedgwood b4t dau 1am viéc bén ban
xoay lam gém. Ong gan nhw khong téi tredng, nhing doc
nhiéu sich; va khi nghién cru quyén Recueil d’antiquités
égyptiennes, étrusques, grecques, romaines, et gauloises
(1752-1767; B swu tap cO vat Ai Cap, Etrusca, Hy Lap, La
M4 va Go-loa) clia Caylus, 6ng da c6 dwgc nguén cdm hirng
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muén dat dworc tham vong sdn xuit va canh tranh véi nhitng
hinh thtrc gdm ¢8 dién. Nam 1753, 6ng khd1i sw cong viéc kinh
doanh ctia riéng minh & Ivy House Works, va xay dwng quanh
d6, gan Burslem, mét thi trdn ma ong dit tén 12 Etruria. Bing
khi lirc clia mot chién binh va tim nhin cia mdét chinh khéach,
ong cong pha vao nhitng tinh canh gay ngdn tré nganh nay.
Ong t6 chirc dwdng van tai t6t hon dé chuyén cao lanh &
Cornwall t&i cac cong xwdng clia minh; dng lap chién dich -
va gitp viéc chi tra - cho viéc cai thién dwong sa va xay dwng
kénh dao; 6ng kién quyét mé ra nhiéu 16i di tir cum Nam
Thi trén ra thé gioi. Truée d6, thi tredng Anh cho loai gém
thwong hang chiu sy chi phéi cia Meissen, Delft, va Sévres;
Wedgwood thau tém hoat dong giao thwong trong nwéc, roi
tom phan Ién hoat dong giao thwong nwéc ngoai; téi ndm
1763, cac xwdng gbm cua 6ng hang ndm xuit cang 550.000
mat hang sang Luc dia va Bdc My. Yekaterina Pai dé€ da dit
hang mot bd gobm cho bira dn t6i gdbm mot nghin mat hang.
Téi ndm 1785, cac xwdng gom Staffordshire tuyén mo
dwoc 15.000 cong nhan. Wedgwood dwa vao khau chuyén
mon hoa lao dong, thiét 1ap ky luat cong xwdng, trd lwong
cao, xay truorng hoc va thw vién. Ong ludn yéu cau tay nghé
cao; mot nha tiéu st thdi d6 miéu ta 6ng giam chan di vong
quanh cAc ctra tiém ctia minh trén cai chan bang gb, va chinh
tay 6ng dap moi moén do gém nao bi 10i; thwdng thi trong
nhitng trrong hop nhw thé, ong ghi phin 1én bang ghé cta
ngwdi tho bat cdn 4y cu canh c4o “Thir nay khong dwgc déi
v&i Josiah Wedgwood”* Ong phat trién nhigu cong cu do dac
chudn x4c va mang dong co hoi nuéc vao dé tiép lwc cho
may moéc cia minh. Két qua clia cong doan san xudt quy mo
16n cAc mét hang gdm thwong mai 1a chuyén d6 dung thiéc
khong con dwoc dung rong rai & Anh. San lwong cta ong
trai tir cac dworng 6ng bing dit nung cho hé thong cong ranh
London cho dén nhitng con tau tinh x40 nhét cho Vwong hau
Charlotte. Ong chia ting phdm clia minh thanh “Hiru dung”
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(Useful) va “Trang tri” (Ornamental). D8i v&i mit hang &
hang tht hai, 6ng bét chwérc thing thirng nhitng ki€u mau c6
dién, nhw & méy cai binh d4 ma ndo xa hoa ctia 6ng; nhwng
ong con phat trién nén nhirng hinh thirc doc déo, dic biét
moén d6 lam bang ngoc thach anh lirng danh vé&i nhirng nhan
vat Hy Lap dwoc cham ndi tinh t€ badng mau trdng trén céi bé
xanh lam.

M@i lwu tdm va long nhiét thanh ctia 6ng virot ra khéi linh
virc d6 gém. Trong lc thyc hién thi nghiém dé tim ra nhitng
hén hop vira ¥ hon gitra ddt va cac chat héa hoc, va tim ra
phwong phdp nung t6t hon, 6ng da sang ché ra thiét bi do
nhiét do cao; cai nay cling nhitng nghién cru khac da gitp
ong vao dwoc Hiép hoi Hoang gia (1783). Ong 1a thanh vién
sém stia cia Hiép hoi Bai bo ché do no 1¢; ong thiét ké va lam
con an. Ong hd tro cac viing thudc dia x¢ My tir d4u chi cudi
cudc ndi day ctia ho. Ong tan tung cudc Cach mang Phap nhw
12 mot diéu htra hen mang dén mot nwéc Phap hanh phic
hon va sung ttc hon.

Ong t6 ra minh man khi tuyén mé John Flaxman dé cung
rng nhiéu thiét ké m&i va tao nha cho d6 gom. T cong viéc
nay, Flaxman tién t&i chuyén minh hoa Homeéros, Aischylos
va Dante bang nhirng birc vé dira trén nghé thuat ciia nhirng
hoa sw vé binh lp cia Hy Lap. Ching c6 dwdong nét dang
né, nhung, do thiéu hinh thé vd mau, chiing trong hip dan
nhwr mot ngwdi dan ba thiéu di da thit. Mot thir mang dic
tinh lanh 180 thé nay dwoc dwa vao tac phdm diéu khic cta
Flaxman, nhw trong birc twgng twdng nhé Nelson & Thanh
dwdng St. Paul; nhwng trong birc Cupid and Marpessa'> bang
cdm thach, 6ng dat dwgc nhirng hinh thé cwong trang & mét
trong nhirng ban sao phdng dep nhét d6i véi twong c6 dién.
Nhitng twong dai tang 18 la mén s& tredng cla Ong; 6ng
dwng chiing 1én twdng niém Chatterton & Bristol, Reynolds
& Thanh dwong St. Paul, Paoli & Tu vién Westminster. Ong
phung sw & Anh trong cing vai trd nhw Canova & Y - nd lyc
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theo phong cach tan ¢8 dién hong thau tém lai vé yéu kiéu
muot ma va khéu goi clia Praxitelés.

Flaxman thiy it mang vé dep ma mang nhiéu sitc séng
trong nhirng birc twong ban than ma Joseph Nollekens thyc
hién cho nhiéu nguwdi Anh néi tiéng. Sinh ra & London, con
ctia hai nguw¢i Vlaams (Flemish), 6ng hoc & d6 dén nim 23
tudi, sau d6 t&i Roma. Ong séng va lam viéc & d6 10 ndm, ban
d6 ¢6 chinh hiéu va gid hiéu.’s Khi quay vé Anh, 6ng thanh
cong v&i blee trgng ban than George 111 dén mirc 6ng nhanh
chéng dugc nhiéu ngwdi tim dén. Sterne, Garrick, Fox, Pitt
I1, va Johnson déu ngoi lam mau cho dng tac, d6i khi 1dm canh
nio sau, bdi 1& Nollekens ching tac vao d6 mot nét ngei ca
nao. Johnson cau nhau rang nghé si diéu khic da 1am cho 6ng
ta trong nhw thé vira méi tri bénh.*

Day 1a thoi ciia nhitng nguwdi the cham ndi danh. Cong
chang réat thich nhitng tinh cach manh mé dang dat chan 1én
san kh4u chinh trj va nhirng loai san khau khéc; nhitng birc
in dang vé va khu6én mit ctia ho dwgc rai khdp nwéc Anh.
Nhitng btrc biém hoa cta James Gillray gan nhw cling chi
t& nhw nhitng birc thw cta Junius vdy. Fox thd nhédn rdng
nhitng birc vé nay lam 6ng “thiy lyy phién hon nhéng cudc
tranh bién & Nghi vién.”’s Thomas Rowlandson vé biém hoa
ngwdi ta thanh da thd, nhwng Ong ciing vé nhirng phong
cdnh ém dém, va 6ng lam nhiéu thé hé vui thd bang nhirng
bitc Tours of Dr. Syntax (Nhirng chuyén di cia bac si Syntax).
Paul Sandby va Edmund Dayer khai thac mau nwéc dén mtrc
gan nhw wu viét hoan toan.

Nhitng ngwdi Anh tré vé tir nhirng chuyén di dai da mang
vé nhitng ban in, nhitng ban cham khac, nhirng birc hoa va
nhirng tac phdm nghé thuat khac. Viéc thuwdng ngoan nghé
thuat lan tda; nghé si xuit hién rat nhiéu, ngdng cao dau, ddy
cao gi4, va nang cao dia vi minh; mot s6 con dwgc phong hiép
si. Hiép hoi Phat dwong Nghé thuét, San xuét, Thwong nghiép
cia Hoang gia (1754) trao mot sd tién lon lam giai thudng
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cho cac nghé si ban xt, va thyc hién nhiéu budi trién lam.
Vién Bdo tang Anh Quéc mé& clra bd swu tap ctia minh vao
ndm 1759. Ndm 1761, mot Hiép hoi Nghé thuat khéc, tach
riéng bat dau t6 chirc nhiéu budi treng bay thwong nién.
Chéng mdy chdc t6 chirc nay chia thanh gi¢i bdo tht va gi¢i
céch tan. Gi¢i bao thu hinh thanh Han 1am vién Hoang gia &
London, v&i mét hién chwong va 5.000 bang tir George 111, va
cdt ctr Joshua Reynolds 1am chi tich su6t 23 ndm. Thoi vi dai
ctia hoi hoa Anh bat dau.

IV. Joshua Reynolds

Richard Wilson din dwong di trwdre. La con trai mot gido si
ngudi Wales, 6ng t&i London nam 15 tudi, va kiém séng nhor
vé chan dung. Nam 1749 6ng téi Y; & d6 va & Phap 6ng hap
thu di sdn ctia Nicolas Poussin va Claude Lorrain, va hoc dwoc
céch dat gia tri nhirng birc hoa lich st va phong cach lén trén
chuyén vé chan dung. Tr& vé Anh, 6ng vé phong canh sang
ngdi bau khong khi quanh minh nhwng lai chit day céc loai
than minh, c& nam l4n nt, va nhiéu déng tan tich c¢6 dién
khéc. Ddc biét dep 1a blirc The Thames at Twickenham,® von
ndm bat dwec tinh thin ctia ngay hé & Anh - ngwdi tam séng
di tho thén, ciy c6i va thuyén budm gan nhw khong dong day
trwére con gi6 diu hiu. Nhwng ngwdi Anh sé khong mua tranh
phong canh; ho muén tranh chan dung d€ lwu gitt khudn
mit ho ltc dwong xuin thi. Wilson vin ¢6 chdp. Ong s6ng
trong canh nghéo ting trong cin phong ching miy d6 dac
& Puwong Tottenham Court, va ding rwou xoa diu ndi cay
ding cia minh. Nam 1776 Han Lam vién Hoang gia gidi ctru
dng bang cach giao 6ng mot chan thu thw. Ci chét clia ngudi
anh trai dé lai cho 6ng mot dién san nhd & xr Wales; 6ng
song nhitng ndm cudi doi & d6 trong canh tich mich dén mic
khong to bdo nao dwa tin vé cai chét cua éng (1782).
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Nguworc lai, sy nghiép ctia Reynolds la canh dinh dam twng
birng subt ca doi véi nhitu danh vong va tién tai. Ong c6
dworc hanh van khi sinh ra (1723) ¢é cha la mét gido si ving
Devonshire - ngwdi luon theo hoc Latinh va yéu quy sach vé.
Trong s6 nhirng cudn séch, Joshua phat hién cuén Essay on
the Whole Art... of Painting (1719; Ludn van vé toan thé nghé
thuét... hoi hoa) ctia Jonathan Richardson. Cuén séch nay lam
long 6ng rao rec mudn tré thanh mot hoa si, va hai vi than
sinh d6ng cam véi 6ng va dé éng chon con dudng minh di;
ho g&i O6ng t&i London theo hoc véi Thomas Hudson, mot
nguwdi x¢ Devon két hon véi con gai clia Richardson va khi
d6 dang la hoa si chan dung dwgc nhiéu ngwdi triéu vori nhat
nuwéc Anh, Ndm 1746, ngwdi cha qua doi, va ngwdi hoa si tré
an cw cung v&i hai ngudi chi @ noi ma gi¢r day la Plymouth.
O céi cang lirng danh nay 6ng gip cac thity thi va cac s quan
hai quan, vé chan dung ho, va tao nén tinh hiru hao tran quy.
Khi Pai ta Augustus Keppel dwgc giao phé phan sy mang
ting phdm dén vi Qudc tredng xtr Algier, dng cho Joshua di
qua giang mién phi t&i Menorca, b&i 6ng biét rang, chang
thanh nién nay mong mai dwoc theo hoc & Y. Tir Menorca,
Reynolds IAn dwéng sang Roma (1750).

Ong lwu lai Y trong 3 nidm, thwdng di vé tranh va sao
chép tranh. Ong bd cong lao nhoc hong phat hién ra nhitng
phwong phdp ma Michelangelo va Raffaello da dung dé c6
dwoc nhitng dwdng nét, mau sic, anh sang, bong, két cau,
chidu su, 161 biéu hién, va tim canh. Ong da trd mot céi gia,
béi trong lac sao chép tranh Raffaello trong nhirng can phong
thiu swéi &m & Vatican, 6ng bi mot con cam lanh dén mrc
ton hai tai trong. Chuyén t&i Venezia, 6ng nghién ctru Tiziano,
Tintoretto va Veronese, va hoc dwoc cach ban cho bat ki ai
1am mau c6 dwoc vé dwong hoang ciia mot vi tong tran. Trén
dwdng vé qué nha, dng nan lai mot thang & Paris, nhwng 6ng
thay hoi hoa Phap dwong thoi 1a thir qué ni tinh déi véi khdu
vi clia minh. Sau mot thang & Devon 6ng dinh cw tai London
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(1753) cuing v&i nguwdi chi gai Frances, va & d6 su6t phan doi
con lai.

Gan nhw ngay lap tirc 6ng cht y dén mot birc chan dung
khéc clia Dai ta Keppel” - dién trai, hdo hirc, dy oai khi; tai
day, truyén thong Vandyck dwoc khoi phyuc @€ bién nhitng
btrc chan dung thanh nhirng hinh anh 16ng 1y mang khi chit
quy toc. Trong vong hai nam, Reynolds ti€p nhan 120 ngwdi
ngoi 1am mAu, va dwoc nhin nhan 1a hoa si tinh hao nhit
nwée Anh. Thién khiéu clia dng 14 han ché cia 6ng. Ong qué
ddi mé say va lao luyén moén tranh chan dung dén mitrc 6ng
khong cd thoi gior va ky nang dé vé nhirng birc tranh vé lich
stt, than thoai, hay ton gi4o. Ong vé t6t vai btrc, nhw The
Holy Family va The Three Graces,® nhwng ngudn cdm hirng
ctia ong lai khong ndm & d6. Nhirng vi bao trer cho dng ciing
khéng muén nhirng birc tranh nhw vay, tit cad ho gan nhw
déu la ngwdi theo Tin Lanh, vén khong tan dong chuyén 14y
tranh ton gido lam th ngiu twong khich 1é 10ng ngwdi; ho
yéu tw nhién, nhwng xem d6 chi la th thém vao tinh cach ho
hodc nhirng cudc sdn ban ctia ho; ho muén thidy minh khong
gia di trén twong, mudn gay dwoc diu 4n 1én hau thé. Do
vy, ho dén chd Reynolds, hai nghin ngwdi bon ho, va ho dwa
dén chd dng nao v¢ nao con, do6i khi con cé cad may con cho.
Khong ai ra vé ma long mudn sau, boi 1€ tri twdng twong hoa
ai ctia Reynolds ltc nao ciing c6 thé cung ng dwoc nhirng
th& ma tw nhién khong ban dworc.

Chua tirng c6 thé hé hay tang 16p nao lai dwoc gitr gin da
day nhw 630 birc chan dung con ton lru cia Reynolds. Noi day
hién dién nhitng chinh khéach dang & tu6i tran day tinh lyc:
Bute trong vé 10ng 14y sdc mau;* Burke trong kha t rit & tudi 38;
Fox bung by, vé bang khuang, dang quyén quy & tudi 44... Noi
day hién dién cac cay bat: Walpole, Sterne, Goldsmith* trong
that giong cai “Chom dau toi nghiép” (Poor Poll) , Gibbon vé&i
d6i mé phing phinh ma n héu twéc du Deffand, ngwoi chi
c6 thé nhin thdy bang déi tay minh, da [am twéng véi “ban toa
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cta mot da con nit”* va Boswell** mang vé kiéu hanh nhw
thé 6ng da tao nén Johnson, va c¢6 ca chinh Johnson, dwoc au
yém vé chan dung t&i ndm Ian, va ngdi lam mau ndm 1772 cho
birc chan dung ndi danh nhét trong s6 nhirng chan dung dan
ong thdi d6 ctia Reynolds.?® Noi day hién dién nhirng vi thian
ctia sin khiu: Garrick “bi gidng xé gitva con kinh dich gitra vi
Ni than Bi kich va Nt than Hai kich”, Mary Robinson trong
vai Perdita, phu nhan Abington trong vai Ni¥ thin Hai hwérc,
va Sarah Siddons trong vai Nt than Bi thdm;* mdt ngwdi
nhiét thanh da tra cho Reynolds 700 dong guinea (tim 18.200
dola M§?)! cho birc kiét tac 1am liét nay.

Chiém nhiéu nhit trong gian trueng bay vo song nay 1a gi¢i
quy toc, nhitng ngwdi mang lai trat tw xa hoi cho mot dan
toc ddm nét c4 nhan chi nghia, mang lai chién lwgrc hoan hi
déi véri chinh sach ngoai giao, va mot thiét ché kiém soat doi
v&inha vua. Nhin ho trweée tién & tudi hoa nién tuln t4, nhw
ciu bé Thomas Lister 12 tudi - mot birc tranh ma, dwéi cai
tén Brown Boy ctia Reynolds, thach thirc brc Blue Boy cla
Gainsborough. Nhiéu ngwi trong s6 ho c6 vong ngwe phinh
1én khi nhirng thang ngay hiém nguy ctia ho qua di, tira nhw
ciing mot Augustus Keppel vOn tréng chinh té ltac con 1a dai ta
nam 1753 nhung lai phat twéng qua dbdi lac lam d6 déc ndm
1780. Mic cho nhitng hinh thé béo phi, cing m¢ lua la va
mdy dai ding-ten khoéac 1én ngwoi, Reynolds van lam dwoc
chuyén chuyén héa long can dam va kiéu hanh vo6 hinh thanh
mau sic va dwong nét. Vi dy, thr xem hinh thé va tinh cach
manh mé clia Huan twéc Heathfield, ddm mau dé Anh Quéc
va ndm gitr chia khéa vao Gibraltar, noi ma dng bao vé trong
thé bat kha bai chong lai cudc vy ham 4 ndm cua quan Tay
Ban Nha va Phap.

Va thé 12 ta dén phan diai gynaikon, nhirng ni than trong
hang nit lru, nhitng ngwdi ma Reynolds tim thdy trong s6

i Tinh theo thsi ctia 6ng ba Durant.
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nhitng ngwoi vor va nhirng ngwdi con gai ciia givi quy tdc Anh
Quéc. Chwra két hon, nén 6ng tw do yéu tat cd bon ho bing
ddi mat va ciy co ctia minh, dé vudt thang miii ho, trau chuét
nét mat ho, chinh trang lai mai tc quyén quy ctia ho, va ton
ho 1én bang bd y phuc bong bénh, udn lron dén mirc than
Venus cing mudn khoac 1én. Hiy xem Phu nhéan Elizabeth
Keppel, N hau twéc Tavistock, méc nhitng tdm 4o choang
lich thiép ma ba da mac nhiéu ndm trwéc khi lam phu dau
cho Virong hau Charlotte; ba sé thanh ra lam sao néu thiéu
di nhirng nép gdp cta tdm lya son dau pht quanh dbi chan
ma rdt cudc ching khac méy so véri doi chan clia Xanthippé?
Dai khi Reynolds thir nhirng gi trong khad ndng minh v&i mot
nguwdi dan ba trong by d6 gian di; 6ng vé Mary Bruce, Ni
Cong twére xr Richmond, van tdm 4o khéac thwong tinh, va
dang théu 1én g6i mot mau hinh nao dé;> day la khudén mat
c6 thé dm 14y nhiéu gidc mong clia mot triét nhan. Gin nhw
cing gian di trong y phuc va dwo'm vé thién than noi khuén
mét nhin nghiéng la phu nhan Bouverie khi dang ldng nghe
phu nhin Crewe.?® Con c6 vé dep tham thiét hon & khu6n
mit binh ling va hién hoa cia Emma Gilbert, Nt B4 twéc clia
dién trang Mount Edgcumbe;?” btrc chan dung kha ai nay da
bi quan thu phé huy trong th¢i Thé chién IL

Gan nhw tat ca nhirng ngwdi dan ba nay déu c6 con, béi
mot phan nghia vu trong gi¢i quy toc 1a duy tri dong toc va
tai san tir doi nay sang dori no ma khong bi cat chia. Do vay
Reynolds vé Phu nhan Elizabeth Spencer, Nt B4 twéc xtt
Pembroke, cung dira con trai sdu tuéi clia ba, Huan twéc
Herbert twong lai;?® va Phu nhan Edward Bouverie cing
dira con Georgiana ba tu6i;* va dra con gai nay, tr¢ thanh
Nit Cong twérc xir Devonshire (ngudi dep dong tinh nay véi
nhirng nu hon clia minh da mua dwoc nhiéu phiéu bau cho
Fox trong chién dich tranh clr vao Nghi vién cta 6ng), véi
dira con géi ba tudi, mot Georgiana khac, N Ba twéc Carlisle
twong lai.®°
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Cuoi cung, c6 18 12 161 cudn hét thay, chinh 1a tré em, mot
phong treng bay toan anh tré em, gan nhw tat ca déu dworc
c& nhan héa thanh nhirng tAm hon khong thé sao phong, va
dwoc thau hi€u dén mérc dong cam déi véi tinh bap toan va sy
kinh ngac noi tudi nhd. O phan nay, ca thé giéi biét dén kiét
tac cta Reynolds, btrc The Age of Innocence (Thoi tho ngay)>
ma 6ng vé ndm 1778, trong nhirng ndm thang cudi cing con
thi lwc; nhwng sy thiu hiéu cta 6ng d6i véi tudi tho du da
sém dat dén mirc triec cAm gan nhw than bi, va diéu d6 thé
hién qua btrc chan dung dep khoén ta ctia 6ng cho Huan twéc
Robert Spencer, 11 tu6i,3* dwoc vé ndm 1758. Sau d6, 6ng vé
tranh loai nay & ¢t moi ltra tudi: mot tudila Quan chta Sophia
Matilda; hai tu6i la cong t&* Wynn véi con ctru ciia minh; ba
tudi la tiéu thw Bowles va con ché ctia minh; bén tudi 1a cong
tr Crewe trong thé bat chwéc gidng hét Henry VIII, va, cling
d0 tudi do, la “Co gai dau” (Strawberry Girl);3 ndm tudi 1a hai
cau bé nha Brummell, William va George (“Beau Brummell”
twong lai); sdu tu6i la Than veeong William Frederick; bay
tudi 12 Huan twéc George Conway; tdm tudi la Cong nwong
Caroline Howard; chin tu6i 1a Frederick, Ba twéc Carlisle; va
ctr thé cho dén tudi thanh nién va tu6i két hon cliing con cai.

Reynolds thira nhan 6ng thich nhitng vi quy toc ngoi lam
mau hon; “si tién trién chdm cia moi sy theo 1é tw nhién lam
cho si thanh lich va tao nha tré thanh 4n twong cudi cling cia
phtl quy va quyén lyc”3 va chi ngudi gidu méi cd thé tra 300
bang ma 6ng doi dé vé “toan than cung hai dtra con”.3 Du gi di
nita dng cling hai dwgc nhiéu tién, va sé'm kiém dwoc 16.000
bang mdi ndm. Ndm 1760, dng mua mot can nha & 17 Leicester
Square, khi d6 1a khu phd tinh tuyén nhét & London; 6ng chét
nhiéu @6 noi that xa hoa, swu tAm tac phdm cac vi Lio sw (Old
Master), va chon cho xwdng vé mot can phong lén nhw phong
da hoi. Ong c6 xe ngwa riéng, voéi vién ngoai dwoc td vé va
banh xe ma vang; 6ng bao chi gi minh ngbi trong d6 di quanh
phd, béi ong tin réng, 16i quédng ba nhw thé vé sy phon hoa

167



Will va Ariel Durant

sé mang lai nhiéu lgi hon.3® Ndm 1761, dng dwoc phong hiép
si. Ong dworc ti€p d6n & moi nov, va ban than 6ng ciing chao
dén cac thién tai, nguoi dep va ké dédng cip; 6ng c6 nhiéu vin
nhén ngoi tai ban minh hon bat ki ngwdi nao khac & Anh.
Goldsmith d@ ting 6ng cudn The Deserted Village (Ngdi lang
hoang liéu), va Boswell cudn Life of Samuel Johnson (Cudc
doi Samuel Johnson). Chinh Reynolds vao ndam 1764 1ap nén
“Cau lac by” (The Club) d€ cho Johnson c6 mét dién dan cho
nhitrng ngwdi cung hang cling lva véi dng.

Ong hén da yéu quy Johnson, 6ng da vé nhiéu birc chan
dung cho Johnson. Ong con vé chinh minh nhiéu hon. Ong
khong thich tht triweé'c nhirng dién mao wa nhin: khu6én mét
ong do rng va nhiéu seo do bénh d4du mua hoi nhd; nét mat
ong thd ctin, méi trén 6ng bién dang do bi nga & Menorca. ¥
tudi 30, 6ng vé chinh minh che di d6i mat va tim cach khoan
mot mé cung anh sdng va béng ram dé bat 14y linh hon diang
sau mot khuén mit.*® Ong tw vé minh & tudi 50 trong bo
4o choang tién si,* bdi Oxford vira cAp 6ng chirc vi tién si
luat dan sy. T6t nhét trong loat tranh nay la birc chan dung
& Bao tang Quéc gia, khodng nadm 1775: khuén mit 6ng gior
day dworc cai thién hon, nhwng téc 6ng da bac va ban tay éng
khum lai & chd tai 6ng, bdi 1& 6ng sap diéc.

Khi Han lam vién Nghé thuat Hoang gia dworc lap vao nam
1768, Reynolds dwec gitr chirc cht tich véi sy ddng thuan cta
s6 déng. Trong 15 ndm, 6ng m& dau mia hoc méi bang mot
bai dién van danh cho sinh vién. Boswell ngoi trong s6 nhirng
ngwdi ban hitu & hang dau & bubi dién van dau tién (ngay 2
thang Mot 1769). Nhirng ai nghe m4y bai dién thuyét nay déu
ngac nhién trwérc van khi xudt ching chira dyng trong do;
mot s6 ngwdi con twdng Burke hay Johnson da viét ra nhirng
bai nay, nhwng Sir Joshua by lau da hoc hdi dwoc nhiéu
diéu tir nhitng hoi doan ctia minh, va da hinh thanh nén mot
van phong, cling nhw mot tinh than, cta chinh minh. Theo
1é ty nhién, 1a mot Han 1am vién hoc si, 6ng nhan manh tam
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quan trong ctia chuyén nghién ctru; 6ng phan déi y niém cho
rdng thién tw ¢ thé mién qua chuyén truedng lop va khong
can gang strc can cu; 6ng ché giéu “béng ma clia ngudn cdm
hirng nhw thé nay”, va khang dinh rang, “lao dong la céi gia
duy nhét ctia danh tiéng virng chic”.4° Hon nita, “moi cor hoi
nén dwoc tiép 14y nham bac di cdi quan niém sai lac va tho
lau - rdng phép tic 1a gbng cum cta thién tw.”* Nén c6 ba
giai doan phat trién binh thwdng ctia mot hoa si: dau tién, sy
gido thy - hoc cac phép téc, ky ndng vé, diing mau, tao hinh;
tht hai, hoc theo cac vi dai sw von da dwgc thoi gian chirng
nhdn; thong qua viéc hoc hdi nay, “nhirng diéu ly twdng von
ndm rai rac & nhiéu vi dai sw khac nhau nay hdi lai trong mot
¥ twéng chung, tir d6 tré di giup diéu chinh phong vi cla
ngudi hoc va mé rong tri twdng twong cda y... Thoi ki thi ba
va cudi ciing la giai phéng ngudi hoc khoi sy thuan tong theo
bat ki quyén uy nao ngoai trir cdi ma y t minh phan doan
14y véi 1i 1€ 1am th chéng d&.”+2 Chi khi d6 thi y méi cach tan
dwgc. “Khi da tac thanh nén 6n thda cai phan doén cia minh
va lwu trir trong ki (rc minh, y gior ddy méi c6 thé thtr dén
nang lyc sdng tao ma khong chit s¢ hai nao. Céi tam thtrc
ma bdy nay khép minh trong ki cwong gi¢r c6 thé budng lung
theo nhiét tAm hoang dai nhét, va c6 thé danh bao dua choi &
ranh gi®i cia con cudng hirng hoang dai nhét.”s3

Hogarth da tir khwére cac vi Lao sw, cho rdng ho 1a “Hac sw”,
va da deé ra 16i khdc hoa chan dung theo hién thyc. Reynolds
cho rdng day c6 thé chi la sy chuén bi cho b mén my thuat
theo 16i Iy twdng héa. “Ban than ty nhién la thir khong dworc
sao phong qua sét sao... Niém mong moéi cua mot hoa si chan
chinh phai bao quat hon nira: thay vi gang strc 1am dep long
ngwdi doi bdng sy tinh x30 té vi trong nhirng 16i sao phong
cia minh, y cin phai géng strc cai thién ching bang sy trang
1é noi ¥ twdng... [Y] phdi nd lyc dat danh tiéng bang cach 16i
cudn tri twdng twong+ Moi tht trong ty nhién déu bat toan
ttr diém nhin cla cai dep, déu c6 trong minh déi chat 6 ué
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hay khiém khuyét; ngwdi nghé si hoc cach loai bé nhirng thi
nay ra khoi nhirng tdc phdm ctia minh; y két horp trong cing
mot Iy twdng nhirng vé trac tuyét ctia nhiéu hinh thai khiém
khuyét; “y cai chinh ty nhién béng chinh tw nhién, cai chinh
trang thai bt toan clia ty nhién béng céi toan bich... Y twéng
vé trang thai toan bich cta tw nhién nay, ci ma ngwdi nghé
si goi 1a Cai Pep Li Twdng, chinh 13 nguyén tic dan dao tuyét
dich ma nhirng tac phdm thién tai di theo”. D€ phan biét cai
khuyét diém véi cai toan bich, cai cao quy véi cai dé ha, va dé
gido dwdng va ubén nan va tin dwong tri twdng twong, ngudi
nghé si can phai mé rong ban than bing vin chwong va triét
hoc, va bang “cudc hoi dam véi nhivng bac thirc gid va tri
gia”.»s Nhw Reynolds da lam.

Nim 1782, 6ng mac phai con dot quy, gay liét nguwdi, va sau
d6 chi ho6i phuc d6i phan. Trong 7 ndm sau, d6 dng tiép tuc vé.
ROi con mét trai 6ng m¢ di, va nhanh chong mét thi lwc; ndm
1789, con mat phai bat dau suy, va dng budng co v&, sdu mudn
sy tinh rang con mu loa gin nhw tuyét d6i nay sé 1a cai dworc
sung vao trang thai diéc ntra phan ma tir ndm 27 tudi dén nay
da budc 6ng dung dén cai 6ng nghe. Ngay 10 thang Mwdi Hai
1790, 6ng phat biéu bai dién van cudi cing. Ong tai xac quyét
niém tin ca minh vao gi¢i hoc thuat va nhitng gido huan
bao tht trong nhitng bai dién thuyét trieére d6, va nhic lai 1o
khuyén hay nghién ctru dwong nét treérc mau sic, nghién
ctru nhirng hoa si ¢ dién triwde khi toan thtr nhirng diéu méi
la. Ong két lai béng 1 tan tung Michelangelo:

Gi4 ma gi¢r day toi c6 thé bat dau lai cudc dovi, thi t6i sé gidm
1én nhitng buéc chan clia vi dai sw d6; hon 1én giu 4o cta
ong, bat 14y cai nho nhit nhit trong nhirng nét toan bich
clia dng, cling 1a diéu vinh dy va wu viét da cho mot nguwori
diy cao vong . . . Toi ngdm nghi, ma khong khoi phit phiém,
rdng nhirng bai dién vin nay chira dwng l&i chirng cta toi
cho 1ong mén mo con ngwdi than tinh dich thyc dy, va toi
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mong mudn rang l&i cudi ma toi ¢ thé noéi ra trong Han lam
vién nay, va ttr chén nay, c6 thé 1a tén cia Michael Angelo.4®

Ngwi hoa s sdm héi nay chét vao ngay 23 thang Hai 1792,
va chin nha quy toc 18y 1am hanh dién dwgc mang thi hai clia
ong dén Thanh dwdng St. Paul.

V. Thomas Gainsborough

Reynolds 1a ngwoi hiu chuyén ddi, san sang to 1ong tuan
phuc can thiét dé€ x4 hoi chdp nhan minh; Gainsborough 1a
mot ngwdi nhiét ndbng, ngwdi phat phin trwéc nhirng hy
sinh ma ngwi ta doi & tinh cach va nghé thuat cia 6ng nhw
céi gia phai trd cho thanh cong. Cha me 6ng la ngudi theo
phai Bat thuin; Thomas thtra hwéng tinh than doc lap cta
cha me nhwng khong thira hwédng tinh sung dao. Ngwoi dori
ké rang, 6ng thwong ctp hoc & Sudbury, noi sinh dng, dé
ngao du khdp mién qué, vé ciy cdi va bau troi, va vé dan bo
gdm cd trén nhirng canh dong va udéng nwéc & mot cai ao.
Khi da vé hét cay cdi trong viing & tudi 14, dng dwoc phép
ctia cha dén London hoc my thuat. O d6, 6ng nghién ctru
nhirng ngwdi dan ba trong thi thanh, nhw ching t6i da thu
thap dwoc tir 1oi khuyén sau d6 cho mot dién vién tré: “Dirng
chay quanh quanh cic con ph6 London, mo twdng ciu dang
bat 14y nhitng céi vd vé cla tw nhién, ma c6 hai cho thé chat
minh. N6 13 tredrng hoc dau tién cla toi, va trong tdm vay 16t
dan ba ma tdi doc hiu dwoc nhiéu didu sau sic; do do cau c6
thé cho phép t6i canh béo cau.”#

Bat than, hdy con tudi 19, 6ng thidy minh thanh hén véi
mot ¢d gai Scotland 16 tudi, Margaret Burr. Theo nhiéu miéu
ta, cd nang la con gai ngoai gia thd ctia mot vi cong twor,
nhwng c6 khoan thu nhip 200 bang mdi ndm.*® Nam 1748,
ho dinh cw & Ipswich. Ong gia nhap mdt cau lac bd &m nhac
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& d6, bdi 6ng mé nhac, va choi dworc mot s6 nhac cu. “Toi vé
chan dung kiém song, vé phong canh vi niém yéu thich, va
choi nhac vi t6i khéng tw kém minh lai dworc”* Trong tac
pham ctia gi¢i hoa si phong cdnh ngwdi Ha Lan, 6ng tim thiy
ngudn lyc cing ¢6 cho niém yéu thich ty nhién ctia minh.
Philip Thicknesse, Téng déc clia thanh Landguard Fort gin
do6, uy nhiém 6ng vé phédo dai nay, cic ngon doi lan cin, va
Harwich; sau d6 6ng khuyén hoa si hdy di tim nhirng than
cha giau hon va phéng khbéang hon & Bath.

bi t&i d6 (1759), Gainsborough tim dén gi¢i nhac si thay vi
gi&i hoa si, va som két ban dwoc véi Johann Christian Bach
ciing nhitng ngudi khac. Ong c6 tim hon va tinh nhay cam
ctia mot nhac si, va trong nhirng birc hoa cia minh, 6ng bién
am nhac thanh hoi 4m cia mau sic va nét yéu kiéu ctia dwdrng
nét. Bath c6 nhiéu b swu tap; gior day 6ng c6 thé nghién
ctru phong canh cta Claude Lorrain va Gaspard Poussin, va
nhirng blrc chan dung cta Vandyck; ong tré thanh nguoi
thtra hwdng phong cach Anh cta Vandyck - nhirng btrc chan
dung von thém nét tinh luyén bac nhét cia hoi hoa vao vé wu
ta noi tinh cach va vé lich 1am noi y phuc.

O Bath, 6ng v& nén mot s6 tac phdm dep nhat ctia minh.
Nha Sheridan bdy gi¢r dang song tai d6; Gainsborough vé co
vo tré kha &i ctia Richard.® Ong budng phéng toan bd tai
nghé dwong hoan thién ca minh vao birc The Honorable
Mrs. Graham (Phu nhan Graham dang kinh),5' ngu¢i c6 tim
4o choang d6, han 1én nhirng nép gap, cho phép 6ng thé hién
phép v& mau nhat dan that tinh t€ d6i v&i mau sic va hinh
béng. Khi btrc chdn dung nay dwoc treng bay & Han lam
vién Hoang gia & London (1777) thi d6i v&i nhiéu ngwdi xem,
birc tranh dworng nhw sdng tda hon moi thir ma Reynolds da
vé. Khodng nam 1770, Gainsborough lam rang r& Jonathan
Buttal, con trai mot ngwdi ban do sit gia dung, trong birc
The Blue Boy (Cau bé lam), ma Phong trung bay Huntington
Art da chi trd 500.000 d0 la dé c6 dwoc. Reynolds da bay to
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niém x4c tin rang khong btrc chin dung théa dang nao c6 thé
dugc vé theo mau lam; ké déi thu canh tranh dang 1én cta
ong dap tng dwgrc thach thirc d6 mot cach m§ méan; mau lam
tr d6 tré thanh mau yéu thich trong hoi hoa Anh.

Gi¢» ddy, moi nhan si & Bath déu mong muén ngoi lam
mau cho Gainsborough. Nhung “t6i phat ngén tranh chin
dung”, 6ng bdo mot ngwdi ban, “va rdt mudn cAm ciy viola
da gamba di khéi day t&i mot ngdi lang dau yéu nao dé, noi
toi c6 thé vé phong canh va tin hwdng phan thira con lai
ctia cudc doi trong yén binh va thanh than.”s* Thay vi vay,
ong chuyén dén London (1774) va thué nhirng cin phong xa
hoa trong Schomberg House, Pall Mall, véi gid 300 bang mdi
nim; 6ng khong bi man thé hién cia Reynolds vwort trdi. Ong
tranh cai véi Han Lam vién vé chuyén treo nhitng btrc tranh
clia minh; trong 4 nam (1773-1777) ong tir chdi chuyén trién
lam & d6; va sau ndm 1783, tdc phdm méi clia éng chi c6
thé dwoc xem & ki mé clra thwdng nién tai xwdng vé cla
ong. Gi&i phé binh my thuat khéi sy moét cudc chién khiém
nha khi so sdnh gitra Reynolds va Gainsborough; Reynolds
nhin chung dwoc danh gia wu viét hon, nhung hoang gia lai
chudng Gainsborough, va 6ng vé chan dung cho toan bo nha
nay. Ching miy chdc, mot nira s6 nguwdi dong doi quy phai
do x6 t&i Schomberg House, di tim sw bét tir bat dinh noi
tranh vé. Gior day Gainsborough vé chan dung cta Sheridan,
Burke, Johnson, Franklin, Blackstone, Pitt II, Clive,... d€ lam
nén tén tudi chinh minh, va d€ tra tién thué nha, 6ng phai
cam phan canh vé tranh chan dung.

Nhitng ngwdi ngdi miu cho 6ng thay déu thdy 6ng that
khé chiéu long. Mot huin twée ra vé trich thwgng trong lic
tao dang; Gainsborough tir chéi vé va du6i 6ng nay di. Nét
mat ctia Garrick dong day va d6i thay (boi day 1a mot ntra bi
quyét cho tai dién xudt wu viét clia 6ng) nhiéu dén nbi 6ng
hoa si khong cach gi tim dwgc vé mit ndo kéo dai da lau gé
16t t ngwdi dan 6ng nay. Ong 1am canh réc réi twong tw voi
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Samuel Foote, ké d6i dich v&i Garrick. “Ho ¢ méo mé di
thanh mdy tay lwu manh nao d6,” Gainsborough kéu lén, “ho
6 khu6bn mét clia moi ngwdi ngoai trir chinh ho.”s* Ong 1am
vao canh khé khan khac véi Phu nhan Siddons: “Ma bat cai
mili clia ba di, thwa ba! N6 cha t&i dau ca!”s* Ong xt tri tot
nhét khi vé dan ba; 6ng cdm nhan maénh liét stc ht duc tinh
ctia ho, nhwng 6ng thing hoa né thanh mot dang mau sic
mém mai va d6i mit mo mang dam chat thi ca.

Khi cor ngoi dat tién clia 6ng cho phép, 6ng vé tranh phong
canh, von la tht hiém khi c¢6 nhu ciu. Thuwdng thi 6ng dit
ngwdi ngodi lam miu - hodc dirng 1am miu - trén nén mot
khung cadnh mdc mac, nhw trong blirc Robert Andrrews and
His Wife (mang lai 364.000 dola & mét cudc ddu gia nam
1960). Qué ban khong thé t&i d6i dién canh thién nhién s6ng
dong, 6ng mang vao xwdng vé cia minh nhiéu goc cay, co
dai, nhanh cdy, hoa, thu vat, va sap dit ching - cing nhirng
con bup bé mdc y phuc déng gia lam ngwdi - thanh mot hoat
canh;% tir nhirng vat nay, tr ki ¢rc clia minh, va tt tri twéng
twong, 6ng vé nhiéu btrc tranh phong canh. C6 mot chat gia
tao nhét dinh trong may birc d6, mot 16i kiéu cach va quy ct
kh6 1ong thiy dwoc noi tw nhién; du vay, két qua lai truyén
tai dwoc khi sdc ciia hwong qué va sy an binh. Trong nhirng
ndm sau do6, 6ng vé mot s6 “tranh huyén twdng”, trong d6 6ng
khoéng nwong vao phong cach hién thwc, ma budéng lung theo
tAm tinh lang man; mot trong sd nay, btrc Cottage Girl with
Dog and Pitcher (Co gai thon da cung con ché va cai binh),
thé hién dwoc toan bd tinh cdm cta birc La Cruche casée (Cai
binh v&) cia Greuze; ca hai birc déu dwoc vé nam 1785%.

Duy nhidt mot hoa si dinh wéc dwoc gid tri cha
Gainsborough. Vao th¢i minh, 6ng dwoc xép dwdi Reynolds;
nhirng birc vé& ctia dng bi phé binh la ciu tha, b6 cuc bi cho 1a
thiéu tinh thong nhét, hinh thé bi xem la c6 tw thé sai; nhung
chinh Reynolds ca ngei sy ryc ré lung linh & 16i dung mau
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cua ké d6i dich. C6 tinh tho va tinh nhac d6i véi tdic phdm
cta Gainsborough ma vi hoa si chan dung dai tai kia khong
thé mang 10ng nhiét néng ma hiéu dwoc. Reynolds hiéu biét
nam gi¢i hon, va thanh cong hon trong viéc vé chan dung
dan 6ng; Gainsborough mang tinh than ling man hon, ngwdi
thich vé dan ba va cac bé trai. Ong da bé qua chuyén rén tap &
mang c6 dién nhw Reynolds da nhan dwoc & Y, va dng thiéu
di nhirng héi doan gay kich thich vén lam phong pht tinh
than va nghé thuét cia Reynolds. Gainsborough hiém khi doc
sach, hiém c6 nhitng s& thich vé& hoc thuat, lang xa nhirng
nhém ngudi di ddm tap hop xung quanh Johnson. Ong hao
phéng nhwng ndng néi va hay chi trich; dng c6 1€ khong bao
gi¢r mang 1ong kién nhin ma lang nghe nhirng bai giang cta
Reynolds hay cac sdc 1énh ctia Johnson. Tuy vay, 6ng gitt mdi
bang hitu v&i Sheridan cho dén cudi doi.

Luc vé gia, 6ng tré nén sau mudn, bdi 1€, tinh than lang
mang, trir phi n6 mang mau ton gido, la thr vé dung khi do6i
dién céi chét. Trong nhiéu birc phong canh ctia Gainsborough
mot cai cay chét tw né chen vao nhw mot diém béo g& gitra
tan cAy um tum va bai bd sum sué. C6 1€ 6ng doan dwgc ung
thw s&p xam chiém nguwdi 6ng, va cdm nhan dwoc ndi dang
cay dan tang khi nghi dén con dau kéo dai. Vai ngay trwéc
lac chét, 6ng viét mot birc thw hoa giai véi Reynolds va kéu
ngwdi hoa si lén tudi hon nay ghé thim 6ng. Reynolds dén,
va hai nguwdi dan 6ng, von chwa tirng cii nhau nhiéu ma chi
1a d6i twong trong nhiéu cudc ban cai clia nhirng ké kém tai
hon, bat dau tro chuyén than tinh véi nhau. Khi ho chia tay,
Gainsborough nhan xét: “Tam biét cho dén khi ta gap nhau &
bén kia thé gi¢i, véi cd ong Vandyck nira.”s” Ong chét ngay 2
thdng Tam 1788, dworc 61 tudi.

Reynolds theo chan Sheridan di dwa thi hai dén nghia
trang Kew Churchyard. Bén thang sau d6, Reynolds, & bai
Dién van th* mudi bdn, da té 1ong ton kinh cong bang dén
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Gainsborough. Ong thing thén Iwu § dén nhirng khiém khuyét
cling nhw nhitng ch6 wu ti trong tac phdm clia Gainsborough,
nhuwng dng con ndi thém: “Néu lac nao d6 dat nwédre nay san
sinh ra thién tai da dé c6 dwgc cho ching ta vi thé 16i lac dang
kinh ctia Trwong phéi Anh, thi céi tén Gainsborough sé dwgc
truyén lai cho hau thé, trong lich str my thuat, ndm ngay trong
s0 nhirng cai tén dau tién vwot troi”s8

George Romney nd lyc dat dén thm ling danh nhw
Reynolds va Gainsborough, nhwng khiém khuyét ctia 6ng &
hoc van, strc khoé va tinh cdch khién éng mai luén & vai tro
khiém nhwong hon. Khéng dwoc di hoc cho dén lac 12 tudi,
ong lam viéc trong xwdng moc cta cha minh tai Lancashire
cho dn ndm 19 tudi. Nhitng birc vé clia 6ng gitp dng c6 dwoc
su giao hudn vé hoi hoa tir mot tay vo dung & dia phwong. O
tudi 22, 6ng 1am bénh ndng, 6ng cwdi mot y té; ching miy
choc, thdy minh khong yén, 6ng bd ba dé di kiém tién; 6ng
gap ba chi hai lan trong 37 ndm sau d6, nhung 6ng c6 giri
cho ba mét phin tién kiém dwoc. Ong kiém da dé ghé Paris
va Roma, noi 6ng chiu anh hwédng tir khuynh hwéng tan c6
dién. Tré vé London, 6ng thu hat dwerc nhiéu ngudn bao tror
nh¢ tai khoac 1én vé yéu kiéu hay ton nghiém 1én nhirng vi
ngoi lam méu cho dng. Mot trong s6 nay 1a Emma Lyon, vi
Lady Hamilton twrong lai: Romney bi cuén hut trieéc vé dep
cia ba dén mirc 6ng vé ba nhir mot nir than, Kasandra, Kirke,
Magdalene, Jeanne d’Arc, va nhw vi thanh. Nam 1782, 6ng vé
chan dung Lady Sutherland, va nhan dwgc 18 bang; birc nay
gan day dwoc ban véi gia 250.000 ddla. Nam 1799, suy sup
ca thé x4c lan tinh thin, 6ng quay vé v&i vor minh; ba cung
dwdng 6ng trd lai, nhw da tirng 1am hoi cach d6 44 nam. Ong
lay 14t thém 3 ndm liét ngwdi va chét ndm 1802. Nh¢ 6ng va
Reynolds va Gainsborough ma nwéc Anh, trong ntra cudi thé
ki [20] nay, trong hdi hoa lan trong chinh tri va vin chwong,
dang trong dong chay tudn trao ctia nén van minh Au chau.
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Chuong 5

LANG GIENG CUA NUGC ANH
1756-1789

I. Ireland thgoi Grattan

Mot It khach ngwdi Anh, téi Ireland nam 1764, giai thich tai
sao ngwoi ngheo lai sa vao tdi ac:

Moi s¢ hai nao vé cong 1y hay hinh phat ma ngwdi ta c6 thé
mong chd tir mdt néng dan Ireland trong tinh trang khon
cling va co cuc, trong d6, néu ngwdi dau tién gdp anh ta
dap vao dau anh ta va gitp anh ta mai mai théat khdi cudc
dori wu udt va co cye, anh ta c6 thé c6 1y do nghi ddy 1a mot
hanh dong than thién va dang khen?... Nhiéu ngwdi trong
s6 ho ganh chiu... cdnh hén mon v&i long nhan nai, d6i véi
t6i, chinh la bang c& dd cho thdy cai 18 mao ty nhién trong
tdm tinh ho.!

Nhitng dia cht, gan nhw toan la ngwdi Tin Lanh, khong
phai 1 ké trén 4p tryc tiép hay tan bao nhat do6i véi gidi ndng
dan, von toan 1a ngwdi Cong gido; thwdng thi nhirng nguwdi
chit séng & Anh va khong thdy mau chdy trén nhirng dong
tién thué mwén ma ngwdi nong dan bi ép chi ra béi dam
trung gian dwoc cho thué lai dat; chinh dam trung gian la
nhirng ké bon rat moi déng xu c6 dwgc ctia ngwdi ndng dan,
cho dén khi nhitng ngwdi nay phai tim dén khoai tdy ma an
va an mac rach rwoi.
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Nam 1758, vi bénh dich tan sét gia stic & Anh, Ireland dworc
phép trong 5 ndm xudt khdu tht nu6i sang Anh Quéc. Nhiéu
mau dét & Ireland - bao gom cac khu dét cong trwéc day do
cac néng dan thué dat dung - bi thay ddi tir dt cdy thanh
dong cd; nguwdi giau thi giau thém, ngwdi nghéo cang ting
quan hon. Ngwoi nghéo cang lam kho khan clia ho thém chét
chong khi két hon sém - “ngay & nang Iwc dau tién”, nhw
Sir William Petty tirng ndi;* c6 1€ ho hy vong rang miy dtra
con sé so'm lo than dworc va sau dé gitap ho chi tra tién thué
dat. Do vay, ty 1é chét cao mic long, dan s6 Ireland ting tir
3.191.000 ndm 1754 1én dén 4.753.000 ndm 1791.3

Btrc tranh c6ng nghiép dan sing stia. Nhiéu tin do Tin
Lanh va Cong gido tham gia linh vic sdn xuét vai lanh, mit
hang len, mat hang vai bong, lua, hodc thiy tinh. Trong mot
phéan tw cudi cta thé ky, sau khi Grattan thuyét phuc dworc
Anh Quéc néi bét han ché déi véi cac nganh sdn xudt va
thwong mai Ireland, ting lép trung lwu phét trién, mang dén
tac déng kinh té cho nén chinh tri tw do va sy ting trudng
van héa. Dublin tr¢ thanh mot trong nhi*rng trung tdm hang
dau vé gido duc, am nhac, kich nghé, va kién tric trén quan
ddo Anh Qudc. Trinity College dan tré thanh mot trwdng dai
hoc, va da c6 mot danh séch dai nhirtng nhan vat 16i lac t6t
nghiép tai day. Néu Ireland gitt dwec nhitng ngon dén tda
sang & qué nha - Burke, Goldsmith, va Sheridan, cing nhw
Swift va Berkeley - hdn ho sé tod sang cling v&i nhirng quéc
gia ryc r& nhét thoi nay. Sau ndm 1766, vi Tong doc bién
Dublin thanh noi thwong tra cta minh thay vi nhitng quang
thoi gian ngdn lwu tai ddy moi ndm mét lan. Gidr day, nhirng
toa nha céng cdng uy nghi moc lén, cing nhirng biét thy
thanh lich. Nha héat & Dublin canh tranh vé&i London & nhirng
kich phdm wu viét; tai day, v& Messiah cua Handel c6 dwoc
budi dién dau tién va dwoc chao ming (1742), va Thomas
Sheridan dyng 1én nhiéu v& kich thanh cong, mét s6 do v¢r
ong viét.
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Ton gido, di nhién, 1a vin d& rong khdp x& Ireland. Phai
Bat thuan - tirc Gido hdi Triedng 1do, Poc lap (Thanh gido), va
Bap-tit - bi loai trtr khéi nhiém sé va khdi Nghi vién theo Pao
luit Tham tra (Test Act), vén yéu cau lam 1€ Bi tich theo nghi
thirc Anh gido nhw mot diéu kién tién quyét dé dwoc hop
cach. Pao luat Khoan dung 1689 khong dwworc mé rong pham
vi sang Ireland. Gido hoi Trwdng lao Ulster phan déi trong vo
vong triweé'c nhitng hanh dong vd hiéu hda nay; hang nghin
trong s6 ho di cw sang My, tai d6, nhiéu ngwdi chién ddu hét
long trong cac doi quan cach mang.

Dan s Ireland c6 80% la tin d6 Cong gido, nhwng khong
tin d6 Cong gido ndo c6 thé dwoc bau vao Nghi vién. Chi
vai tin do6 Cong gido s& hiru dit. Cac ta dién Tin Lanh dworc
hop dong thué tron doi; ta dién Cong gido dwgrc thué khong
qué 31 ndm; va ho phai ldy hai phan ba lgi nhuan chi trd
tién thué.* Khong ngodi treong Cong gido nao dwoc phép
m&, nhung gi¢i dwong cuc khong thi hanh ludt cAm ngwdi
Ireland di hoc nwéc ngoai. Mot s6 sinh vién Cong gido dworc
nhan vao trwdng Trinity College, nhwng ho khong thé nhan
bang. Sy th phung theo Cong gido dwoc phép, nhwng khong
c6 phwong tién phép li nao trang bi cho cac linh muyc Cong
gido; tuy vay, nhirng ngwoi dy tuyén chirc vy linh muc c6
thé t&i cac chung vién & Luc dia. Mot s6 ngwdi hoc nay cw
xtr theo phong tw than &i va theo quan diém tw do trwéc hé
ton ti & Phap va Y; quay vé Ireland véi tw cach linh muc, ho
dwoc chao dén & ban clia nhirng vi thirc gid Tin Lanh, va
gitp 1am mém di céi théi c6 chip cla ca hai phia. Vao thoi
diém Henry Grattan vao Nghi vién Ireland (1775), phong trao
doi gidi phong Cong gido da gianh dwece sy ing ho cia hang
nghin tin d6 Tin Lanh & ca Anh 1an Ireland.

Nim 1760, Ireland dwoec cai tri bdi mét vi tong doc (lord
lieutenant), hodc ph6 vwong (viceroy), dwgre bé nhiém béi
va chiu trach nhiém trwéc, nha vua nwéc Anh; va béi mot
Nghi vién ma Vién Quy tdc gobm toan cac giam muc Anh gido,
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con Vién Thr dan toan dia chi Anh gido, nhirng ké dwoc cat
nhdc va nhitng ké hwéng lwong hwu. Nhitng cudc bau c
vao Nghi vién tuin theo cing hé thong cac thi trdn “thdi riva”
(rotten) va “bo tti” (pocket) nhw tai nwé'c Anh; mot vai gia
toc hang dau, dwgc biét véi cai tén “Ngwdi ho tang” (The
Undertakers), s¢ hitu phiéu bau ctia céc thi trdn cia ho nhw
la s& hitu nha ctra vay.’

Sw khang cy clia Cong gido d6i véi nén cai tri nwéc Anh
chi xdy ra lac dac va thiéu hiéu qua. Nam 1763, nhiéu t6p Cong
gido mang tén “Whiteboy”- goi tir nhitng cai 4o trang ma
ho médc bén ngoai y phuc thwong 1é clia minh - di rdo khap
vung qué, giat sdp nhirng hang rao ctia khu dit quay rao, gay
thwong tat cho gia stc, va hanh hung nhirng ngwdi di thu thué;
nhirng tay lanh dao bi bét va bi treo ¢, va cudc néi day sup d6.
Phong trao doi giai phéng dan toc lam dwoc nhiéu diéu hon.
Nam 1776, phan nhiéu binh si Anh Quéc dwoc chiéu nap tir
Ireland dé€ phung sy & x& My; dong thdi, nén kinh té Ireland
bi dé nén do tinh trang chdm dt giao thwong véi xr My; dé
phong bi chéng lai bién loan trong nwéc hodc ngoai xam, dan
Tin Lanh cta Ireland 1ap mot dao quan mang tén Chi nguyén
quan (Volunteers). Todn quan nay ting lén cad vé s lwong
14n binh bi cho t&1i khi ho thanh mét thé lyc dang gom trong
tredng chinh tri vao ndm 1780. Chinh nh¢ sy hiu thuin ctia
40.000 linh vii trang nay ma Henry Flood va Henry Grattan
gianh dwoc nhirng thang loi ciia minh trén trwedng phap 1i.

Ca hai déu 1a si quan trong Chi nguyén quan, va ca hai
déu thudc hang ngii dién gia dai tai cia mot dat nwére von
c6 thé glri Burke va Richard Sheridan dén Anh ma van c6 d6
chét hiing thuyét con sét lai. Flood vao Nghi vién Ireland ndm
1759. Ong dan dau mot chién dich can ddm nham gidm bét
sw nhiing lam trong mot Vién ma phén nira thanh vién déu
méc no chinh quyén. Ong khuét phuc khi déi dién nan héi 16
quy mo 1én, va dau hang (1775) khi chdp nhéan chirc pho ti
kho (vice-treasurer) v&i mirc lwong 3.500 bang.
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Trong ndm d6, Henry Grattan dwoc tuyén khu Dublin bau
vao Nghi vién. Ong sém dam vi tri ctia Flood 1am lanh dao
ctia phe d6i dich. Ong loan bao mét cwong linh tham vong:
ddm bao chuyén ctru t€ tin d6 Cong gido Ireland, gidi phong
nhirng ngwdi bat thuin khoi Pao luat Tham tra, va chdm dirt
sw han ché ctia Anh d6i véi giao thwwong ctia Ireland, va thiét
dinh nén doc lap ctia Nghi vién Ireland. Ong theo duéi nhirng
muc tiéu nay bang sinh lwc, long tin tAm, va dat thanh cong
dé tir d6 tre’ thanh thin twong cta ca qudc gia nay, du 1 tin
do6 Cong gido hay Tin Lanh. Nam 1778, dng don dwoc dwong
ra du ludt cho phép tin d6 Cong gido thué 99 ndm, va thira
hudng dat theo cing nhirng diéu kién nhw dan Tin Lanh.
M6t ndm sau d6, nho Ong thic bach, Pao luat Tham tra dwoc
bai bd, va quyén dan sy du day dugc ddm bao cho cac tin d6
Bit thuan. Ong va Flood thuyét phuc Nghi vién Ireland va
Ph6 vrong rang néu ngwdi Anh tiép tuc can tré hoat dong
mau dich ctia ngudi Ireland thi bao lwc cich mang &t sé xay
dén. Huan twéc North, khi 4y dang dirng dau chinh pht Anh
Qudc, thién vé hwéng bai bd nhirng diéu khoan han ché nay;
gi¢i sdn xuét doi bom dng bang nhiéu ban kién nghi chong lai
quyét dinh bai bé d6; 6ng nhwong bo triwdre ho. Ngwori Ireland
bét dau tdy chay hang héa Anh Qudc. Chi nguyén quan tap
hop trirérc tdoa Nghi vién Ireland, tay cam vii khi va kh&u than
cdng c6 chir “Mau dich ty do hodc lanh 1dy th nay” (Free
Trade or This). Gi¢i sdn xudt Anh, t6n thwong truéc sy tay
chay, rut lai hanh vi chéng d6i; ndi cac Anh rut lai quyén pha
quyét do6i v&i hoat déng giao thwong nay; Pao luat Mau dich
Tw do dworc thong qua (1779).

Grattan ti€p theo gy strc ép hong doi thé doc lap cho Nghi
vién Ireland. Pau nam 1780, dng dwa dé nghi riang duy chi
nha vua nwéc Anh, voi sy dong thuin ctia Nghi vién Ireland,
mé&i c6 thé ban luat cho Ireland, va Anh Qudc va Ireland chi
thdng nhat theo moi rang budc cua vi quan veong chung clia
hai xtr. D& nghi ctia 6ng bi bac bo. Chi nguyén quéan, mit tinh
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& Dungannon véi 25.000 linh cwdng trang (thang Hai 1782),
bd cdo rang néu sy doc 1ap phap li khong dwoc ban cip, long
trung thanh ctia ho v&i nwéc Anh ciing sé chdm dit. Thang
Ba, ndi c4c gia nua cia Huén twéc North do sup; Rockingham
va Fox 1én ndm quyén. Trong khi d6, Cornwallis da dau hang
& Yorktown (1781); Phép va TAy Ban Nha d3 hoi cing x Mi
trong cudc chién tranh chéng Anh; Anh Qudc khong dua strc
déi dién mot cudc cach mang ctia nguwoi Ireland vao ldc nay.
Ngay 16 thang Tw 1782, Nghi vién Ireland, do Grattan dan
dau, tuyén bd nén doc 1ap phdap li ctia minh; mot thang sau
d6, nwéc Anh nhwong b diéu nay. Nghi vién Ireland cdp
mot khodn tién 100.000 bang cho Grattan, ngwdi ltc nay kha
nghéo ting; 6ng nhin 1dy mot ntra s6 do.

Di nhién, day la thang loi cho dan Tin Lanh Ireland, khong
phai cho dan Cong gi4o. Khi Grattan - ¢6 sy hau thudn manh
mé tir Gidm muc Anh gido Frederick Hervey - tiép tuc phat
dong chién dich doi c6 phwong sach giai phong ngwdi Cong
gido, diéu t6t nhit ma 6ng lam dwoc (& cai ma gidi st gia
goi 1a “Nghi vién cua Grattan”) la gianh 18y quyén bau cl cho
dan Cong gido c6 dién san (1792); s6 it ndy nhan dwoc quyén
bo phiéu nhwng khong c6 quyén (rng ctr vao Nghi vién, dam
nhiém céc chirc vu d6 chinh, hodc dam cac chirc vu tw phap.
Grattan t&i Anh, dwoc bau vao Nghi vién Anh Qudc, va &
d6 tiép tuc chién dich ctia minh. Ong chét ndm 1820, 9 ndm
trieérc khi Nghi vién thong qua Pao luat Gidi phéng Cong gido
(Catholic Relief Act), cho phép dan Cdng gido dwgrc tham gia
Nghi vién Ireland. Cong chinh khong chi mu quéng, ma con
khap khiéng.

II. Hau canh Scotland

Khi Luét Lién hop 1707 sap nhap Scotland v&i Anh qua mot
Nghi vién chung, London dua rdng con c4 voi da nuét chirng
Yonah (Jonah); khi Bute (khoang nam 1762) dwa mot toan
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nguwdi Scotland vao chinh phtt Anh Quéc, nhirng ngwdi tai
tri cau nhau rang Yonah dang nudt con cé voi.5 Vé mit chinh
tri con ca voi da thidng: 16 nha quy toc va 45 thwong dan
Scotland bj 4p dao trwérc 108 nha quy tdc va 513 thwdng dan
Anh. Scotland dit chinh sach ngoai giao, va ca phan lon nén
kinh té, chiu sy thudn tong trwéc phap ché do tién bac va tri
6c ngwdi Anh chi phéi. Hai nwéc nay khong quén moéi ciru
hin ndm xwa: ngwdi Scotland than phién vé nhirng bat binh
déng trong thwong mai gitra Yonah va con cé voi, con Samuel
Johnson cét tiéng néi ho cho con ca voi trong viéc cdn 14y
Yonah bang nhirng 1&i s6 vanh I3p di 13p lai.

Nam 1760, Scotland c¢6 dan s6 khoadng 1.250.000 ngudi.
Sinh suét cao, nhwng tlr suit cling & mirc gan bang. Pén nam
1770, Adam Smith viét: “T6i dwoc ké rdng, that khong phai
diéu bit thwong & nhirng ving cao nguyén Scotland, khi mot
ba me sinh 20 dira con ma khong c6 2 dra séng.”” Nhirng tay
dau myc & cao nguyén s hiru gan nhw toan b dat bén ngoai
céc thi thanh, va gitr cho cic néng dan lam thué luén & tinh
trang nghéo ting trén mit dat séi da thwdong bi quiy nhiéu
b&i nhiéu con mwa trat nwé'c mia ha, va béi tuyét miia dong
ttr thang Chin dén thang Nam. Tién thué lién tuc dugc tang
1én - tr mot ndng trai gia 5 bang 1én 20 bang trong 25 nam.®
Nhiéu néng dan, khong thay 16i thoat ra khoi canh déi ngheo
& qué nha, da di cw sang x My. Cho nén Johnson ndi, “bon
d4au muyc tham lam c¢é thé lam co ngoi minh tré thanh noi
hoang dia”? Gi6i dia cht 14y tinh trang sat gidm tién té lam
cai c& cho viéc tdng gia thué. Nhirng diéu kién lam viéc con té
hon & khu mé than va hAm mudi, tai d6, cho dén nam 1775,
gi¢i cong nhan bi budc vao cdng viéc cia minh chirng nao ho
con séng.'

& céc thi thanh vung bé dia (Lowlands), cudc Cach mang
Cong nghiép mang lai thinh virgng cho tang 1&p trung lwu
mAn dat dang din nhan rong. &' Scotland mién Tay Nam ndm
rai rac d6 day la cac cong xwdng dét. Glasgow, nhor cac nganh
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cong nghiép va ngoai thwong, ting s6 dan tir 12.500 ndm
1707 1én 80.000 ndm 1800; thanh phd nay c6 nhirng khu
ngoai 6 tru pha, nhirtng chung cw 6 chudt va mot truedng
dai hoc. Quang 1768-1790, mot kénh dao xuét hién néi séng
Clyde v&i song Forth, qua d6 thiét 1ap tuyén giao thwong
trén mdt nuwdc gitta vung tdy nam cong nghiép va ving dong
nam chinh tri. Edinburgh - c¢6 khodng 50.000 cw dan nim
1740 - la noi tap trung chinh quyén, tri thirc va thoi trang &
Scotland; moi gia dinh Scotland giau c6 déu mong mdi séng
it nhat mdy thdng & do; noi day, Boswell va Burns tirng to1,
noi ddy Hume va Robertson va Raeburn tirng song; noi day
cac vi luat sw thoi danh nhw nha Erskine tirng lwu lai, va
noi day con ¢6 mot tredng dai hoc uy danh, va cé Hiép héi
Hoang gia Edinburgh. Va neoi day con la noi toa lac cta cac
tru s& Kit6 gido Scotland.

Tin d6 Cong gido La Ma rét hiém hoi, nhwng dd, nhw ta da
théy, dé gay nén ndi bat an & mot ving dit hay con rung lén
nhtrng vong am cua John Knox. Gido hdi Episcopal c6 nhiéu
tin d6 trung thanh trong s6 nhirng phd gia, nhitng ngwdi
thich cac vi gidm muc va nghi 1€ cta bi tich thanh thé Anh
gido. Nhung 1ong trung thanh cda dai da so lai thudc vé Gido
hoi Scotland, Gido hoi Trwdng lao Scotland, von tir khwéc
cac giam muc, gidm thiéu viéc nghi 1€, va vé mat tén gido 1an
dao dtrc khong chip nhan luat 1é nao khac véi cac hoi dong
gido doan x& dao, cac nhém trwdng lao trong khu vre, cac
hoi nghi & tinh, va Pai hoi dong Tong lién. C6 1€ khong noi
dau & chau Au ngoai trir TAy Ban Nha c6 mot dan toc triét dé
th4&m nhuin than hoc nhw thé. Cac hoi dong gido doan, bao
gom nguwdi gia va muc sw, co thé thu tién phat va gidng hinh
phat d6i v&i hanh vi sai trdi va t6i di gido; ho c6 thé két an
ké thong dam phai déng d6 va chiu dé€ cong chang rta trach
trong sudt thoi gian thi hanh an phat; Robert Burns va Jean
Armour da bi trirng tri nhw thé & mot hoi dong giao doan
vao ngay 6 thang Tam 1786. Thuyét mat thé theo phéi Calvin
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chi phéi dau 6c thuwong dan, khién cho tw twdng ty do tré
thanh th hiém nguy cho d&i séng va thé trang con ngwdi;
nhuwng mot nhém gido si “Tiét do” (Moderate) - do Robert
Wallace, Adam Ferguson va William Robertson dan dau - lam
diu lai tinh bat khoan dung ctia ngwdi dan, da dé cho phép
David Hume c6 mot cai chét ty nhién.

C6 1& mot ton gido clrng nhic 14 thr can thiét nham d6i
lai con hoan cudng clia mét dan toc qué lanh dén mirc ho
uong rwou dén khi bi ngd doc, va qua nghéo dén mirc niém
vui tht duy nhét cta ho ndm & nhing cudc truy hoan. Sw
nghiép cua Burns cho thiy dan 6ng uéng rigru va thong dam
maéc cho quy di va gido si lam gi thi lam, va cho thiy ngwoi
ta c6 khong thiéu nhitng c6 gai ty nguyén. O’ mot phin tw
cudi thé ki XVIII, ngwdi dan bat dau suy gidm dang ké niém
tin va long tin phung ton gido ddi v&i dao dtrc truyén thong.
William Creech, m¢t hoa si Edinburgh, lwu § rang ndm 1763,
Chu nhét 1a ngay tan hién ton gido; ndm 1783 viéc “di 1€ nha
ther 14 thr bi nhiéu ngudi ngé lo, va dic biét & canh dan
ong”; va vao ban dém dwdng pho 6n ao tiéng dong ctia nhiéu
thanh nién phéng ting va ndi loan. “Nam 1763, c6 5-6 nha
thd;... ndm 1783, s6 nha thé ting gip hai mwoi lan, va dan ba
dwéi phd tidng hon mot trdm lan. Moi khu phé cta thanh thi
va ngoai 6 déu c6 tran lan vo sd nguwdi nit tryy lac theo nhirng
sinh hoat bai hoai dao dtrc.” Mon golf mé cudn dan dng khoi
nha tho d€ dén nhitng san bai vao chii nhat, va vao cudi tuan,
dan 6ng 14n dan ba déu khiéu vii (trwdre day 1a mot toi 161), toi
nha hat (vAn con 1a t6i 16i), xem dua ngwa va danh bac trong
céc tru diém va hop dém.

Gido hoi Scotland 12 ngu6n chinh yéu cho dan chut va gido
duc. Cac gidao doan chon ra nhirng bac trwdng lao, va myc
sw (thwong dwoe mot vi “bdo tro” chon ra) c¢6 bon phan
t6 chirc treong hoc & moi gido khu. Niém d6i khat hoc van
noi day 1én dén cyc do. Trong sb 4 treong dai hoc, tredng
St. Andrews dang muc rira, nhwng tuyén bd la cé thw vién
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to6t nhdt Anh Quéc. Johnson thdy trwdng University of
Aberdeen phat trién t6t vao ndm 1773. Trudng University
of Glasgow c6 trong khoa ctia minh Joseph Black, nha vat i,
Thomas Reid, triét gia, va Adam Smith, nha kinh t&, va 14 noi
tra ctia James Watt. Edinburgh University 1a treéng tré nhat
trong s6 4 trwdng, nhung no 1 noi birng sinh khi hitng khéi
ctia trao Khai minh Scotland.

III. Trao Khai minh Scotland

Sw phat trién méu dich v&i Anh va thé gi¢i, cling sy trdi
day cta cong nghiép & vung Dé dia, 1a nguyén do duy nhit
cat nghia cho con bung phét thién tai soi sing Scotland ti
Treatise of Human Nature (1739; Khdo ludn vé ban tinh con
nguwoi) cta Hume t&i Life of Samuel Johnson (1791; Cudc doi
Samuel Johnson) ctia Boswell. ¢ linh vwe triét hoc 14 Francis
Hutcheson, David Hume va Adam Ferguson; kinh té 1a Adam
Smith; van chwong la John Home,* Henry Home (Hudn
twdrc Kames), William Robertson, James Macpherson, Robert
Burns, James Boswell; khoa hoc 1a Joseph Black, James Watt,
Nevil Maskelyne, James Hutton, Huan tuwéc Monboddo;® y
khoa la John va William Hunter:** day 13 m6t thién ha dé doi
choi v&i cac vi sao tda sang & Anh xung quanh Pai Hung
(Great Bear)! Hume, Robertson, va nhirng ngudi khac lap nén
& Edinburgh mét “Hoc hoi Tuyén trach” (Select Society) dé
hang tuln ban thao vé cic § twdng. Nhém nhirng ngudi nay
gitt moi tiép xtic voi tw twdng Phép thay vi Anh, mot phan vi
Phép tir bao thé ky thwong c6 moi lién hé véi Scotland, mot
phén vi tinh ctru dich khén nguéi gitta ngwdi Anh va ngwdi
Scotland gay tré ngai cho sy hoa hgp hai nén vin hoa nay.
Hume xem nhe tinh thin Anh & théi minh cho dén khi, trong
ndm ma Ong qua d&i, dng mang long tri ngd ma tan dwong
tac phdm The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (Sy suy
vong cia D€ quic La Ma).
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Chtng t6i da trda mén ng véi Hutcheson va Hume. Gior
day, ching t6i hwéng dén ké dich than 4i cia Hume, Thomas
Reid, ngudi gang strc mang triét hoc quay vé tir siéu hinh hoc
duy tdm dén chd chip nhén thyec tai khach quan. Trong lic
day & trwong Aberdeen va Glasgow, 6ng viét cudn Inquiry
into the Human Mind on the Principles of Common Sense
(1764; Tham ctru tinh thin con ngwdi trén cic nguyén 1i vé
1& thwong). Trede khi xudt ban cudén nay, 6ng gri ban thao
cho Hume cung mdt birc thw nha nhdn chuyén tai nhirng loi
ngoi khen, va gidi thich cho sy héi tiéc rdng 6ng phai chéng
lai triét hoc hoai nghi cta trwdng 130 Hume. Hume hoi dap
bang vé hoa nha dic tring, va bao 6ng hay xuit ban dirng s¢’
trach moc.

Reid trwére day chiu nhwdng treede quan diém ctia Berkeley
rang chtng ta chi biét dén nhirng ¥ tedng, chir khong bao gidr
biét c4c sy vat; nhwng khi Hume, bang 1i luan twong ty, cho
rdng, ta chi biét cAc trang thai tinh than, khong bao gi¢ biét
mot “tinh thin” ndo ngoai ching ra, Reid cdm thdy mot phan
tich t min nhw thé dd 1am suy yéu di tat cd nhirng sai biét
gitva chan i va Iam lac, gitra dtng va sai, va toan bd niém tin
vao Chua hodc tinh bét t. D€ tranh sy tan ra nay, 6ng nghi,
ong phai bién bac Hume, va dé bién bac Hume, 6ng phai ti
khwoéc Berkeley.

Do vay 6ng giéu cot cai ¥ niém cho rang ching ta chi biét
mdi cAm giac va ¥ twdng cia minh; trai lai, ta biét cac sy vét
mot cach trire ti€p va thiét than; chi “tir mic thai qua cha sy
tinh nha” ma ta phan tich dwgc cdm nghiém clia minh vé mot
bong hong, vi du vay, va gian lwgre né thanh mot b cdm giéac
va ¥ twdng; bo [cdm gi4c] nay la that, nhung bong hong ciing
vay, von 1a th vin con & d6 nhét dinh khong ngudi khi ma
cAc cam giac ctia ta da chdm dat. Di nhién nhirng déc tinh
so cdp (primary quality) nay - kich c&, hinh dang, 4o ddc,
két cau, trong lrgng, chuyén dong, s6 lwgng - thudc vé thé
gi®i khach quan, va vé mit chit quan, chung chi bién ddi
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thong qua nhitng do giac cht quan; va thim chi nhirng dic
tinh tht cip cling c6 mot ngudn con khach quan trong chirng
murc cac diéu kién vat i hay hoa hoc trong vat thé hoic trong
moi treong 1am déy 1én nhirng cdm gi4c chti quan vé mui, vi,
do am, do sang, mau sic, hodc vé am thanh.”

Thudng thire bao ta biét diéu nay, nhwng “nhirng nguyén
li cta thuwong thirc” khong phai 14 nhirng thanh kién cta s6
dong that hoc; ching la nhitng nguyén li theo trirc cdm “ma
thé cach cua ban tinh ching ta [cAm thirc thwong c6 & tat
ca ching ta] khién ching ta tin vao, va 1a c4i ma ching ta
thuén theo tit yéu mic nhién nhin nhén trong nhitng méi
ban tam thong thwong cta cudc doi”*® So véi cdm thirc phé
quét nay, dwoc kiém nghiém thwdng nhat va dwoc xac nhan
hang nghin lan, nhirng 1ap ludn thiéu thwc tién vé siéu hinh
hoc don thuin la mot cudc choi trong sy bay béng don doc
théat khoi thé givi; ngay cd Hume, nhw 6ng tht nhan, ciing
tir bd cudc choi tri nang nay khi é6ng roi khdi phong doc
sach ctia minh.® Nhung sy tré lai twong ty véi 1€ thuwong
4y khoi phuc thwec tai cho tAm tri ta: khong phai chi ¥ twdng
la th& hién hiru; con c6 mot co' quan, mot tam tri, mot cai
toi, von c6 nhitng ¥ twdng nay. Ban than ngbén ngtr chirng
thwc cho niém tin phd quat nay: moi ngdn ngir déu cé dai
ttr sO it ngoi thir nhat; chinh 1a t6i 1a ké cam giac, nhé, nghi,
va yéu. “Dwdng nhw rat doi ty nhién khi nghi réng Treatise
of Human Nature cAn mot tac gid, mot nguwdi rat tai tri niva;
nhwng gi¢ ta biét rdng d6 chi 1a tap horp cac ¥ twdng von tu
lai cing nhau va ti sdp xép ldy theo nhirtng moi lién hé va
nhirng strc hut nhit dinh.”*°

Hume mang long hién hau tiép nhan toan bg 1&i nay. Ong
khong thé chip nhin nhitng két ludn mang tinh than hoc cia
Reid, nhwng 6ng ton trong tinh khi Kit6 noi Reid, va c6 1€, ong
thAm nhe nhom khi biét dworc rang sau rét, méc cho Berkeley,
thé gi¢i ngoai tai van hién hiru, va mic cho Hume, Hume la c6
that. Cong ching cling nhe nhdm va mua ca 3 4n ban Inquiry
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clia Reid trwére khi 6ng chét. Boswell ndm trong s6 nhirng
ngwoi thiy long minh dwoc an Ui; sich cda Reid, 6ng bio
ching ta, “6n dinh tAm tri toi, vOn truéc dé rat ddi ban khoin
tir nhirng 1o tw bién theo phong cach uyén ao va hoai nghi.”*

Nghé thuat thém mau sic vao Théi Anh séang clia Scotland.
Bon anh em Adam, nhirng nguwdi @€ lai ddu 4n 1én nén kién
trac Anh, déu 13 nguwdi Scotland. Allan Ramsay (con trai
cta thi si Allan Ramsay), khéng rang danh dwgc & qué nha
Edinburgh, di cw t¢i London (1752), va, sau nhiéu nim lao
dong, tré thanh hoa sw ngy dung (painter in ordinary) cho
Quéc virong, khién cho gi¢i hoa st Anh hét strc cudbng nd. Ong
vé mot birc chan dung tuyét hao cho vua George 111, nhung
vé mot trong sO nhivng ngwdi vor ctia ngai con dep hon.» Sau
do6, canh tay phai ong bi trat khép va sy nghiép hoa sw cta
ong cham dat.

Sir Henry Raeburn 1a Reynolds cia Scotland. La con trai
clia mot nha san xudt Edinburgh, 6ng ty day minh cach vé
son dau, va khic hoa mot géa phu ké thira, lam ba thoa y
dén mirc cwdi ludn dng, va trao 6ng gia san cta ba. Sau 2
nim hoc tap & Y 6ng quay vé Edinburgh (1787). Chdng miy
ch6c 6ng c6 nhiéu ngwdi bao trer hon 1a thoi gio dé vé tranh:
Robertson, John Home, Dugald Stewart, Walter Scott, va birc
chan dung tuyét nhit, Huin twéc Newton - mét co’ thé dwong
bé, mot cai dau to twdng, mot khi cach sit d4 tron 14n nhyra
thom. O cac cwe d6i nghich 1a vé& kha 4i khiém nhwong ma
Raeburn tim thiy & ngwdi vor minh.?¢ Déi khi 6ng con ganh
dua v&i Reynolds trong viéc vé tranh tré em, nhw trong birc
Drummond Children (Bon tré nha Drummond) & bao tang
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Raeburn dwgc phong twéc hiép
si ndm 1822, nhwng chét mot ndm sau d6 & tudi 67.

Trao Khai minh Scotland tréi bat noi cic st gia. Adam
Ferguson gop phan sang lap nganh nghién cu xa héi hoc va
tam 1y hoc x4 hoi bang tac phdm Essay on the History of Civil
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Society (Lun vé lich str xa hoi dan sy)(1767), von ¢ 7 4n ban
lac sinh thoi cta 6ng. Lich st (theo Ferguson bién lun) chi
nhin nhén con ngwoi 1a séng trong nhitng nhém hoi; dé hidu
con nguwoi ta phai nhin y nhw mét sinh vat hoa nhap xa hoi
nhwng c6 tinh than canh tranh, bao gom nhirng quéan 1¢ theo
tap thé va nhirng ham mudn noi c& nhan. Sy phat trién tinh
cach va si t0 chirc xa hdi dwoc x4c dinh bdng méi tac dong
twong hd cta hai khuynh hwéng trai ngwoc nhau nay, va
hiém khi chiu dnh hwéng tir nhirng Ii twdng clia cic triét gia.
Sw doi dich vé kinh té, sy chéng d6i vé chinh tri, nhitng bat
binh ddng vé xa hoi, va ban than chién tranh 13 nhirng thir
ndm trong ban tinh con ngwdi; chiing sé ti€p tuc xay ra; va
nhin chung, ching thiic ddy sy tién bd ctia nhan loai.
Ferguson vao thdi minh cling n6i danh ngang hang Adam
Smith, nhwng ngwdi ban William Robertson ctia ho lai gianh
dworc tiéng tdm rong khap hon. Ching ta nhé lai niém hi vong
clia Wieland rdng Schiller & vai tro st gia hdn sé “viron 1én tAm
mirc v&i Hume, Robertson, va Gibbon.”? Nam 1759, Horace
Walpole hoéi: “Liéu ta c6 thé nghi rdng chiing ta cAn nhitng
cdy but lich st trong khi ngai Hume va ngai Robertson con
dang tai thé?... TAc phdm ctia Robertson 1a loai ¢ vin phong
thuan khiét nhét, va c6 tinh v0 tw nhit, ma t6i tirng doc.”*
Gibbon viét trong cuén Memoirs (Hoi ky) ctia minh: “Két cdu
hoan my, ng6én ngtr ranh mach, nhirng thoi dai dwoc biéu dat
stc tich cia Tién si Robertson da gay anh hwdng 1én t6i dén
mirc mang long wéc ao tham vong rang mot ngay kia, toi co
thé gidm 1én nhirng bwéc chin cta 6ng”;*” va ong “thwdong
phén chén ciing nhw t6i khi thdy minh dwoc xép vao hang
ngii tam anh trong gi&i s gia Anh Quéc” cing véi Hume
va Robertson.?® Ong xép hai nguwdi nay ciing Guicciardini va
Machiavelli la nhirng st gia vi dai nhat thi hién dai, va sau
d6 goi Robertson 14 “str gia dau tién cta thoi dai hién nay”>
Giong nhw Reid, Robertson 1a ngwdi con ciia mdt gido si,
va Ong ciing la mot gido si. Pwgc thu phong lam muc sw &
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Gladsmuir & tudi 22 (1743), 2 ndm sau d6 dng dworc bau vao
Pai hoi dong Téng lién ctia Gido hoi Scotland. O d6 6ng trér
thanh tht linh cia nhém Tiét dg, va bao vé nhirng ké di gido
nhw Hume. Sau 6 nam lao ddng, va nghién ctru ki cang cac thw
tich va tw liéu ¢ thdm quyén, 6ng phat hanh vao ndm 1759,
cudn History of Scotland during the Reigns of Queen Mary and
of James VI until His Accession to the Crown of England;' éng
khiém nhwéng két thic & noi ma cudn History of England ctia
Hume bét ddu. Cudn sach lam hai 10ng dan Scotland do tranh
dworc viéc sing bai Mary Nit vieong Scotland, va lam hai long
dan Anh bdng van phong - dau cho Johnson vui tha khi thiy
trong cubn sach mot s6 chir kénh cang kiéu Johnson. Cudn
sach dwoc ra 9 4n ban trong 53 nam.

Nhuwng kiét tac clia Robertson 1a b ba quyén History of the
Reign of the Emperor Charles V (1769; Lich st triéu dai hoang
dé Charles V). Chting ta c6 thé danh gi4d danh tiéng ma 6ng
da dat dwoc tir mirc gid ma cac nha xuét ban chi tra cho 6ng,
4.500 bang, so v&i mirc 600 bang ma dng trirdre d6 nhan dwgc
cho cuén History of Scotland. Toan thé chau Au ca ngoi cuén
sach m&i nay trong nhiéu ban dich khéac nhau. Yekaterina Pai
dé mang cudn sach nay bén ngwdi trong nhitng chuyén hanh
trinh dai, “Ta chwa bao gi¢ ngtrng doc nd,” ba néi, “ddc biét la
quyén dau”;* gidng nhw tit ca chung ta, ba thich tht truéc
phan khai dan dai, n6 6n lai nhirng dién bién thoi trung dai
dan dén thoi Charles V. Cu6n sach nay bi thé chd bdi nhirng
nghién ctru sau d6, nhwng khong 16i trinh bay nao thdi sau vé
chti dé nay c6 thé sanh vé&i né véi tw cach mot tac phdm van
chwong. Nguwoi ta hai 1ong nhan thdy rdng, 1o ngei khen ma
cudn sach nhan dwoc, & mirc dd 16n hon dang ké so véi cuon
History ctia Hume, khong lam ngudi lanh di tinh bang hiru
gitra vi muc sw va ké di gido.

i tam dich: Lich st Scotland trong sudt tridu N vuong Mary va triéu
James VI cho dén ngay éng dédng quang ngdi vua & nudc Anh.
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Trr danh hon cd hai ngwdi d6 1a James Macpherson, ngwdi
dworc Goethe xép cling hang v&i Homeéros, va dwgc Napoléon
xép trén cd Homéros.3* Nam 1760, Macpherson, dwong 24
tudi, tuyén bo rdng mot ban str thi twong d6i dai va trang 1é
tlrng ton tai trong nhirng ban thao ta toi bing chir Gaelic,
mot ban van ma 6ng sé dam trach viéc thu thap va dich néu
c6 dwore nguon tai trer. Robertson, Ferguson va Hugh Blair (vi
muc s Tredng ldo van tai hung hon clia Edinburgh) ciing
quyén tién; Macpherson va hai vi hoc gia chit Gaelic di mot
chuyén t¢i viing Cao nguyén va quan dao Hebrides, thu thap
nhirng ban thao cd xwa; va vao nam 1762, Macpherson xuét
ban Fingal, and Ancient Epic Poem in Six Books... Composed
by Ossian, the Son of Fingal, Translated from the Gaelic
Language.! M0t nam sau do6, 6ng cong bé mot st thi khac,
Temora, dwgc cho la clia Ossian, va vao ndm 1765, dng xuit
ban hai quyén thanh mot cuén nhan dé The Works of Ossian
(Nhirng tac phdm ctia Ossian).

Ossian, trong huyén thoai Gaelic (Ireland va Scotland), 1a
mot thi si con trai ctua chién binh Finn MacCumbhail;3* 6ng
song, nhw ta dwoc ké lai, ba tram ndm, du 1au d€ bay td thé
chong d6i theo phiém than luin trwérc nén than hoc méi dugce
Thénh Patrick mang dén Ireland. Mot s6 bai thor gan cho 6ng
da dwgc bao lwu trong nhirng ban thao thé ky XV, cht yéu
trong The Book of Lismore, ma James da gom gop lai vao nam
1512; Macpherson c6 nhirng ban thdo nay.33 Fingal ké cach
thirc ma vi chién binh tré tudi, sau khi danh bai quian xam
lwoc Scotland ra khéi Ireland, dd m&i ddm quéin dy dw mot
btra chiéu dai va cling hat bai ca hoa binh. Cau chuyén dugc ké
sdng dong, 4m nodng vi long cam kich cia quan Scotland trwérce
nhitng ¢ gai Ireland. “Nang la tuyét trén ving dit hoang,”
mot chién binh néi thé véi Morna, con gai ciia Qudc veong
Cormac; “téc nang la swong mu vung Cromla khi n6 cufn

i Tam dich: Fingal, mét ban st thi ¢8 xua chira trong sau quyén... sang
tac bdi Ossian, con trai clia Fingal, dugc dich tu tiéng Gaelic.
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minh trén ngon do6i, khi n6 téa sang theo tia chiéu roi bén
trov tay! Ngwe nang la nhirng kh6i d4 mwot ma nhin tir dong
Branno; dbi canh tay nang twa ho hai cot tru mau trang trong
tién sdnh cta Fingal vi dai”3* Ching ta gip nhirng bd nguc

» «

khéc, it soi d4 hon: “bd ngyc trang”, “bd nguc cao”, “bd nguc
ndng né”;% ching lam ngwoi ta hoi chat xao lang; nhung
chang méy chdc cau chuyén di tir tinh 4i xoay sang long han
thu cta chién tranh.

Ossian cta Macpherson giy con khuiy déng & Scotland,
Anh, Phap, va Dtrc. Ngudi Scotland tén tung n6 nhw la mot
trang st 14y tir qua khi hao hiing th¢i trung dai ctia ho. Nuéc
Anh, hoi nim 1765 da chao dén Reliques of Ancient English
Poetry (Di san thi ca Anh c¢6 xwa) cta Percy, luc nay da chin
mudi d€ d6n nhén ciu chuyén lang man tir huyén thoai Gaelic.
Goethe, cho dén cub6i quyén Werther (1774), cho thiy nhan
vat chinh cta 6ng doc cho Lotte nghe 6 trang Ossian. Nhitrng
trang nay 1a cAu chuyén vé mot thiéu nit ddm thdm Daura,
dwoc ngwdi cha Armin ké lai: cich ma Erath quy quyét da ru
quén nang ra chd bai d4 no trén mit bién bang cach hira hen
vé&i nang rang tinh nhan cta nang, Armar, sé gap nang tai do;
cach ma Erath rubng bd nang lai trén bai ¢4 d6, va khéng anh
tinh nhin nao dén. “Nang cit giong minh lén; nang kéu goi
anh nang va cha nang: ‘Arindal! Armin!”” Arindal chéo thuyén
ra c(ru nang, nhwng mot mii tén do mdt ké dich &n nip da
nham trang dich da tiéu diét chang trai. Nguwoi tinh Armar
dén b bién, tim cach boi ra chd Daura; “bat than mot con
gi6 thoc tir ngon doi thoi trén mat séng; chang chim, va chang
khong ndi 1én nira” Nguwoi cha, tudi gia strc yéu khong thé di
t&i chd con gai minh, da cit tiéng kéu gao trong con khiép s¢
va tuyét vong.

Mot minh trén bai d4 séng vd a0 at, con gai ta vang tiéng
kéu o0an trach. Am vang lién tuc va 6n 4 14 tiéng gao clia con

ta. Cha né c6 thé 1am gi day? Suét ca dém ta dirng trén bo.
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Ta nhin né theo anh trang nhat nhoa... On 3 la tiéng gio,
con mua roi ndng hat trén doi. Truéee lic troi to sang, tiéng
kéu cta con ta da suy yéu. N6 tan di twra hod con gié nhe budi
chiéu hom gitra ddm co trén bai da. Kiét qué truée ndi bi ai,
con ta tir tran.

ba mét roi stec manh ca ta trong thoi chién! ba suy roi long
kiéu hanh ctia ta gitta dam dan ba! Khi nhirng con giong bao
ndi 1én lrng lor gitra trov, khi con gi6 bac dang ngon séng
1én cao, ta ngdi bén b bién ram ri, va nhin sang bai d4 chi
t& kia. Thwong thi ldc mét trang lin, ta thdy bong ma clia
nhitng dra con ta... Khong dra nao cit tiéng trong niém
thwong x6t?3°

Tranh céi sém ndi 1én: liéu Ossian thyc sy 1a ban dich tir
nhirng ban ballad c6 xwa bang chir Gaelic, hay d6 1a mot loat
nhtrng bai tho cia Macpherson va 4p cho mot thi si c6 1€ chwa
tirng song trén doi nay? Herder va Goethe & Ptrc, Diderot &
Phap, Hugh Blair va Huin twéc Kames & Scotland, thdy déu
tin loi khang quyét clia Macpherson. Nhwng vao nidm 1775
Samuel Johnson, trong A Journey to the Western Islands of
Scotland (Mot chuyén di t&i cac ddo phia tay Scotland), sau
mot s6 thdm tra trén quan dao Hebrides (1773), da tuyén bd
vé nhitng bai tho “mang chit Ossian” nhw sau: “Téi tin rdng
ching chwa bao gi¢» ton tai trong bét ki hinh thirc nao khac
ngoai trir hinh thirc ma ching ta thy lau nay. Ngwdi bién tap,
hay tac gid, chwa bao gi¢ trung ra ban goc, ma ciing chiang
ai khac c6 thé trung ra dwoc”¥ Macpherson bién thw cho
Johnson rdng duy chi tudi tic ctia 6ng ngwdi Anh d6 méi bao
vé Ong ta khoi bi thach d4u hodc bi mot tran don. Johnson
hoi dap: “Téi hi vong rang toi sé khong bao gi¢r bi ngén tréd
trwdrc chuyén phét gidc ra cai ma t6i nghi la tré man tra, sinh
ra tir tinh dé hén ctia mét ké hung do... T6i da nghi cudn sach
ctia anh 1a mot thr mao danh, gi¢r t6i van nghi né la thir mao
danh... Con phin nd cta anh 1a th toi bat chdp.”s® Hume,
Horace Walpole, va nhitng nguw¢i khac di theo nhirng ho nghi
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ctia Johnson. Pworc yéu cau dwa ra ban géc ma 6ng bao la dich
tir d6, Macpherson ci¥ tri hoan; nhwng lac 1Am chung 6ng dé
lai nhirng ban thao ballad chir Gaelic, mot s6 6ng da dung cho
muu toan ctia minh va dé lam nén giong diéu cta nhirng bai
tho. Nhiéu cum tir va nhiéu céi tén 6ng ldy tir nhirng ban van
nay; tuy nhién hai ban st thi &y déu 1a sng tac ctia riéng 6ng.3

Sy déi Itra nay khong hdn man tra hoan toan nhw thé hoic
dang tém nhw Johnson da néi; ta hay goi d6 la con phong
tang thi ca trén quy mo qué ddi to 16n. Nhin nhén theo ban
than chdng, hai bai tho xudi anh hting ca nay xng dang c6
dwgc mot s6 né trong nhw ching dwerc nhan. Chang chuyén
tai cai dep va nhitng ndi kinh hoang trwéc ty nhién, con
cudng no cta long cam hon, va con cudng mé chién tranh.
Chiing da cAm trong ndi diu dang, nhwng ching cling c6 chut
tinh than quy tdc ma Sir Thomas Malory d4 chuyén tai trong
Le Mort d’Arthur (1470; Cai chét chia Arthur). Ching vut tré
nén néi tiéng trén trao lru Ling man vén dang bao trum lay
trao Khai minh noi day.

IV. Adam Smith

Tiép sau Hume, Adam Smith 1a khudn mat vi dai nhét trong
th¢i Khai minh Scotland. Cha 6ng, téng quan tai vu cta sé
thué quan Kirkaldy, chét m4y thang trueé¢c khi Adam ra doi
(1723). Gan nhw cudc phiéu lru duy nhit ma nha kinh t€ nay
c6 dwoc trong doi 1a khi, lac 1én ba, 6ng bi ddm du muc bat
coc, nhirng ké, khi bi dudi theo, da virt bo 6ng bén dudorng. Sau
khi hoc & Kirkaldy, va tham gia mot s6 khoéa ctia Hutcheson
& Glasgow, Adam di xudng Oxford (1740), tai d6 6ng thdy cac
giang sw lwdi nhac va vo gié tri gidng nhw Gibbon sé miéu ta
sau nay vao nam 1752. Smith ty hoc 14y bang sach v&, nhung
gi¢i dwong cuc cta dai hoc tich thu cudn Treatise of Human
Nature cia Hume ma 6ng c6 dugc, cho rang cuén nay hoan
toan khong hop véi mét thanh nién Kitd hiru. Mot ndm voi
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cac vi gidng sw thé d3 du; yéu me minh nhiéu hon, 6ng quay
vé Kirkaldy, va ti€p tuc viii dau vao sach vé. Nam 1748, dng
chuyén t&i Edinburgh, tai d6 6ng giang day doc lap & mon
van chwong va tu tie. Nhirng bai thuyét ludn ctia 6ng gay 4n
twong véi mot s6 ngwdi ¢6 tim anh hwdng; dng dwoc bo
nhiém vao ghé tredng b mon 16-gich & truedrng University
of Glasgow (1751), va mot ndm sau d6, tré thanh gido sw mon
triét hoc luan Iy - bao gdbm dao dtrc hoc, luat hoc, va kinh
t& chinh tri. Nam 1759, 6ng xudt ban nhitng ¥ két luan vé
dao ditc cta minh trong cubén Theory of Moral Sentiments
(Luan vé tinh cam dao dirc), mdt tic phdm ma Buckle, phort
1o Aristotelés va Spinoza, tuyén bd 1a “tdc phdm quan trong
nhit tirng dworc viét ra ban vé cha d8 i th nay”.4

Smith rat nhirng phan doan vé dao dirc tir thm tinh tw
nhién cta ching ta khi hinh dung ban than & vi tri nguoi
khéc; do d6 ta vang vong lai cdm xdc ctia hg, va nh¢ sy dong
cam nay, hay canh dong bénh twong 14n, ta thiy xic dong ma
c6 quyét dinh Ging ho hodc chi trich.# Cdm thirc luan li nay
c6 ngudn cdi tir nhirng ban ning xa hdi cha ta, hoic trong
tdp quan tinh thin ma ta hinh thanh nén & vai trd nguwdi
trong mOt nhom hdi nao d6; nhwng diéu nay khong thiéu
nhit quan véi 1ong ty 4i. Pinh cao cta sy phat trién luan li
noi con ngwdi xudt hién khi nguwdi ta hoc cach ty phan xét
chinh minh giéng nhw phan xét ké khéc, “cich ché ngy ban
than thuan theo nhi*ng nguyén li khach quan cta sy cong
binh, ludt ty nhién, tinh cdn trong, va céng chinh.”+* Ton gido
khong phai ngudn con ciing ching phai tru cdt cho nhirng
tinh cdm luén li ca ta, nhwng nhirng tinh cdm nay chiu anh
hwdng manh tir niém tin vao sy phai sinh nguyén tic luan li
tir mot vi Chtia ban thwdng va trirng phat.*

Nam 1764, Smith, gir day 41 tudi, dworc thué lam gia sw
va ngudi din dwong dé kém cidp vi Cong twdc 18 tubi x&
Buccleuch di mét vong chau Au. Phi 300 bang mot nam dén
hét doi, cho Smith c6 dwoc sy bdo ddm va thw nhan dé lam
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nén kiét tdic ma 6ng bat dau viét trong quang thoi gian 18
thang Iwru tai Toulouse. Ong ghé thiam Voltaire & Ferney, va &
Paris, 6ng gap Helvétius va d’Alembert, Quesnay va Turgot.
Quay vé Scotland ndm 1766, 6ng s6ng 10 nidm ti€p theo do6
trong man nguyén cting nguoi me ¢ Kirkaldy, dé¢ minh cho
cubn sach. Cudn Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the
Wealth of Nations (Tham clru vé ban chit va nguyén nhan
lam nén cta cai cAc dan toc) ra mdt nam 1776, va dugc doén
chao bang mot birc thw khen ngoi cia Hume, ngudi sau d6
khong lau qua doi.

Ban than Hume, trong nhitng bai tiéu luan, da gép phan
hinh thanh nhitng quan diém kinh té€ cing nhw dao dirc
ctia Adam Smith. Ong da gidu cot “hé théng trong thwong”
(mercantile system), von chudng nhirng loai thué quan bao
ho, nhitng thé doc quyén mau dich va sy tich Ity kim loai quy
lam ngubn chia cai cdn ban ctia moét dan toc. Chinh sich nay,
Hume noi, gidng nhw viéc nhoc cong ngin nwére tim dén myrc
nwéc tiy nhién; va 6ng kéu goi giai phong kinh té théat khoi
“v6 van tré ngai... va thr thué ma tat cd dan toc & chau Au,
dic biét nwdc Anh, da ap 1én mau dich.”# Tat nhién Smith
quen v&i chién dich cia Quesnay va nhirng nha trong nong
nguwdi Phap khac chong lai nhirng diéu 1€ can tré cong nghiép
va mau dich do c4c hdi nghé va chinh pht dwa ra, va quen
véri nhirng doi hdi vé mot chinh sach tw do kinh doanh von sé
thuan theo 1& t nhién, va tat ca gid va lwong déu sé tim thay
mitc ctia minh trong sy canh tranh tw do. Cudc néi day lic
bdy gior dang trdi lén & My chong lai nhitng han ché cia Anh
Qudc dit 1én mau dich thudc dia, va cudc noi day nay la mot
phan cho hiu cdnh cta tw twéng ctia Smith. Néu ty do mau
dich, von 1a thir 6ng dé xuat, 1a cai dan dwdng cho chinh pha
Anh Quéc, thi ndm ra doi cudn sich cta 6ng hdn sé khong
chtrng kién dwgc Tuyén bd Boc 1ap [cua My].

Smith c6 mét sb ¥ twdng vé con xung dot gitra Anh Quéc va
My. Ong xem thé ddc quyen cia Anh vé méu dich thudc dia la
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mot trong nhirng “muwu chwéc hén ha va hiém ac ctia hé théng
trong thwrong”.*s Ong dé xuét néu nhitng cw dan thudc dia tir
chéi khong dé bi danh thué hong ting ho cho chi phi ctia D&
quéc Anh, thi Mi ¢6 thé dwoc trao nén doc 1ap ma khong can
tranh cai gi thém. “Bang cach chia tay nhitng nguwdi ban tét
nhw thé, long cdm mén ty nhién ctia cw dan thudc dia véi
mau qudc... sé nhanh chéng hoi sinh. Pitu d6 c6 thé 1am cho
ho... theo phe ching ta trong chién tranh cling nhw trong
mau dich, va, thay vi tré thanh nhrng than dan néo loan va
chia ré be phai, thi ho sé tré thanh nhirng dong minh trung
thanh nhat... va quang dai nhit cta ching ta.”*® Va 6ng noi
thém: “Cho dén nay, dt nwérc @6 da phét trién nhanh chéng
vé mit clia cai, dan s6 va sy cai thién, dén mtrc chi sau mot
thé ki chut thoi, c6 18 vy, san lwong clia My c6 thé virot qua
san lwgng chiu thué cia Anh Quéc. Ngbi vi @€ qudc khi do sé
tw nhién ty trudt bé minh doi sang khu viee d6 cia d€ quoc,
von 1a noi déng gép nhiéu nhit cho nén phong vé va hd tre
chung cta toan by.”+

Smith dinh nghia ctia cai cia mot dan toc khong phai la
lwong vang bac ma dan tdc d6 s¢ hiru, ma la dat dai cung voi
nhirng cai thién va san lwong, cing nhitng ngwdi dan véi stee
lao dong, dich vy, k§ nang va hang hoa cta ho. Luan diém cta
ong 1a, véi mot s6 ngoai 18, ctia cai vat chét 1n nhat c6 dworc
1a nh¢ sw tw do 1én nhét vé kinh t€. Tw loi 14 diéu c6 & moi
noi, nhwng néu ta dé dong lwc manh mé nay van hanh ciing
voi sty do lén nhét vé kinh t€, thi né sé kich thich cong
nghiép, doanh nghiép va sy canh tranh dé tir d6 sé lam ra
nhiéu tién cta hon bt ki hé théng nao khac tirng dwgc biét
trong lich str. (Day la Fable of the Bees*® (Ngu ngon loai ong)
clia Mandeville dworc phét trién ra chi tiét.) Smith tin rdng cac
quy luat cta thi tredng - ddc biét la quy ludt cung va cau - sé
hoa hop ty do clia ngudi san xuit véi hanh phic cia ngwdi
tiéu dung; bdi 18, néu nguwdi san xuét 1am ra lgi nhudn qua
mirc, ké khéc sé tién vao cung linh viec d6, va sy canh tranh
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14n nhau sé khién cho gi4 ca va lgi nhuin ndm trong thm gioi
han vira phai. Hon nita, ngwdi tiéu dung sé tan hwéng dwoc
mot dang dan chu trong kinh té: bang cAch mua hang hay tir
ch6i mua hang, ho sé gép phan lén vao chuyén quyét dinh
xem mat hang nao sé dwoc san xuét, dich vy nao sé dwoc
cung (rng, v&i sO lwgng ra sao va gia ca thé nao, thay vi dé tat
ca nhirng viéc nay cho chinh pht dinh doat.

Noi theo gi¢i trong ndng (nhwng danh gia san phim lao
dong va dich vy ctia mau dich 1a cta cai dich thyc twong tw
nhw san lwong cua dit dai), Smith kéu goi chdm drt cic loai
thué phong kién, nhitng han ché ctia hoi nghé, nhirng diéu 1é
kinh t€ ctia chinh pht, va nhirng thé doc quyén cong nghiép
hay thwong mai, do tit ca chiing déu gi¢i han sy tw do ma,
khi cho phép cd nhan lam viéc, chi tiéu, tiét kiém, mua ban
theo ¥ thich, né sé gitr cho vong quay san xuat va phan phoi
luon chuyén déng. Chinh phu phai dé ty do kinh doanh, dé
cho 1é ty nhién - nhitng khuynh hwéng tw nhién cta con
nguwdi - van hanh tw do; chinh pht phai cho phép ca nhan
ty minh xoay x& 14y, d€ ty minh thit nghiém 14y moi sy ma
tim ra cong viéc trong kha nang minh, tim ra noi ma ho cé
thé tham gia, trong doi song kinh t€; chinh phu phai dé moi
ngwdi hodc la chim xu6ng hodc ty boi 14y.

Theo hé théng tw do theo 1& ty nhién thé nay, quan veong
[ho#ic nha nwéc] chi c6 ba bén phan can dy vao . . . Thir
nhét, bon phin bao vé xa héi tranh nan bao lyc va xam lang
ctia nhirng xa hoi doc 1ap khac; Tht hai, bon phan bao vé,
cang triét dé cang tot, moi thanh vién trong xa hoéi khéi nan
bét cong hodc 4p birc do nhitng thanh vién khac gay nén,
hodc bén phan thiét 14p nén hanh chinh tw phap chit chg;
Thir ba, b6n phan duy tri mét s céng trinh cong chinh va
nhitng co quan cong cdng ma khong bao gior dwoc phép
dwng 1én hoac duy tri nhdm thuén theo loi ich cta bat ki ca
nhan nao hodc bat ki nhém c4 nhan nao. 4
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bay la cong thirc ctia chinh phua kiéu Jefferson, va khéi
lwgre cia mot nha nwére cho phép chu nghia tw ban méi phat
trién va nay né tot buec.

C6 mot 16 hong clia cong thirc nay: diéu gi xdy ra néu bén
phédn ngédn ngira bat cong c6 thé ngy ¥ nghia vu ngan ngira
dam nguoi khon khéo hay khoé manh st dung nhirng nguoi
thiéu ndng hodc ngwdi yéu theo 18i v6 nhan tinh? Smith dap:
sw bat cong nhw thé chi xuét hién qua nhitng thé doc quyén
kém ché canh tranh hay mau dich, va nhitng nguyén 1y ctia
ong kéu goi tran 4p chuyén doc quyén. Chang ta phai ciy vao
sy canh tranh clia cac 6ng cht dé€ c6 ngwdi lam cong, va dé
c6 cong viéc, dé diéu chinh mic lwong; hét thdy moi toan
tinh cta chinh pht hong diéu tiét ching déu sorm mudn gi
cing bat thanh do cac quy luit cua thi treong. Du lao dong
(ch& khong phai dit dai, nhw quan diém cua gi¢i trong ndng)
14 ngubn ddc nhét cta cta cai,° nhung né 1a mot loai hang
héa, y nhw tw ban, va tudn theo cic quy luat cung cau. “Bat
ctr ltc nao phéap luit toan diéu chinh mtc lwong cta ngwdi
lam c6ng, thwdng mirc lwong do6 sé bi ha xudng thay vi ning
1én”;5' vi “bat ctr khi nao luat phap tim cach diéu chinh nhirng
khéac biét gitra 6ng chd va ngwdi lam cong, thi cac luat sw ctia
vu viéc d6 luon chinh la cic 6ng chi.”s* Lo nay dworc viét vao
thori diém khi phép luat Anh cho phép nguwdi chi, nhung cim
ngwdi lam thué, t6 chirc hoi doan d€ bao vé nhirng loi ich
kinh té ctia ho. Smith chi trich sy thién vi nay trong phép luét,
va tién do4n rang ngudi ta sé c6 dwgrc nhirng mtrc lwvong kha
hon khong phéi nh¢ chinh pht diéu chinh ma nho t6 chitrc
lao dong.s3

biém bao dwgc cho 1a vé cha nghia tw ban gan nhuw sé luén
dtng vé phia nguwdi lam cong chéng lai ngwdi chii. Ong dwa
lori cdnh bao chong lai viéc cho phép thwong nhan va nha san
xuat quyét dinh chinh sach cta chinh pht:
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Loi ich clia nhitng ngwdi di budn... & bat ki nganh nao
trong thwong mai hay san xuét, trong chirng myc nao d6
ludn khéc, va thadm chi d6i nghich, véi loi ich cta cong
ching... Viéc dé xuat luat méi, hodc sy diéu chinh thwong
mai, von phat xuit tr gii nay, can phai luén dworc ling
nghe bdng 1ong cin trong hét strc... N6 phét xuat tir hang
ngwdi... nhitng ké nhin chung thich lira doi, va tham chi
thich trin ap, cong ching va nhitrng ké... trong nhiéu dip
vira ltra d6i vira trdn ap cong ching.5

bay 1a Adam Smith hay Karl Marx? Nhwng Smith bao vé
tw hitu nhw 14 yéu t6 kich thich thiét y&u cho doanh nghiép,
va dng c6 quan diém ring s6 lwgng cong viéc hién co, va
mirc lwong dwoec trd, trén hét, sé tuy thudc vao viéc tich liay
va str dung tw ban.5s DAu vay, 6ng ¢ xiy nhirng mtc lwong
cao nhw 14 thit c6 lgi cho ngwdi chi 1An ngwdi lam cong, s va
thuc giuc chuyén bai bd ché do no 1€ vién 1é rang “cong viéc
do nguwdi ty do 1am 14y ki ciing sé c6 gia thanh ré hon la do
no 1é thuwc hién””

Khi ta xét chinh ban than Smith, vé dung mao, théi quen,
va tinh c4ch, ta ty hdi mot ngwdi qua ddi xa cach véi nhirng
tién trinh hoat dong ctia néng nghiép, cong nghiép, va mau
dich sao lai c6 thé viét vé nhitng diéu phirc tap than bi nay
biing 16i viét hién thuc, day kién gidi va tio bao dén thé. Ong 1a
ngwdi dang tri giong Newton, va hiém khi d€ tam dén truyén
thong. Thwong 1€ nhwong va hién hoa, 6ng lai c6 thé dap
rng dwoc tinh tho 16 clia Samuel Johnson bang ciu trd miéng
bén tit tra van vé tinh chinh danh ctia vi Dai Han nay. Sau khi
xuat ban The Wealth of Nations, 6ng séng 2 ndm & London,
tai d6 6ng tAn hwdng mdi giao hdo véi Gibbon, Reynolds, va
Burke. Nam 1778, 6ng - tong d6 clia mau dich ty do - dugc
b6 lam Gy vién ctia s& thué quan Scotland. Sau d6, 6ng song
& Edinburgh cting me, van dc than dén cudi doi. Ba me chét
nam 1784; 6ng di theo ba ndm 1790, tho 67 tudi.
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Thanh tyu cta 6ng nhiéu phan khéng ndm & tinh doc dao
noi tw twdng, ma nam & sy tinh thong va sap xép dir liéu, sy
phong pht ctia tw liéu minh hoa, sy rng dung li thuyét giup
soi rd nhirng hoan canh hién th¢i, van phong gidn di, ré rang
va thuyét phuc, cing mét goc nhin rong nang tam kinh té tir
“khoa hoc wu uit” (dismal science) thanh cip do triét hoc.
Cudn sach ctia 6ng mang tinh thoi dai bdi 16 né tém hrgce va
cat nghia - tit nhién 1a khong san sinh - nhitng di kién va
ngudn lyc lam thay déi ché do phong kién va trong thwong
thanh chd nghia tw ban va kinh doanh ty do. Khi Pitt IT giam
thué danh vao tra tir 119 xudng con 12,5%, va nhin chung,
cd géng mang lai mau dich tw do hon, thi dng thira nhan
1a minh mang on cuén The Wealth of Nations. Huan twérc
Rosebery mo ta cho ta biét, vao mot budi &n tdi do Pitt tham
dw, toan bd nhém nguwdi cung dirng day khi Smith vao, va
Pitt ndi, “Chang t6i sé dirng cho dén khi 6ng ngdi, b&i ching
t6i thay déu la hoc tro clia 6ng.”s® Sir James Murray-Pulteney
tién doan cong trinh nay cta Smith “sé thuyét phuc thé hé
hién tai va chi phdi thé hé tiép theo.”s®

V. Robert Burns

“Dong mau ¢ xwa ma dé hén cua tdi,” thi si vi dai nhét
Scotland noi, “da trwdrn qua dam vo lai ké tir Pai Hong thiy”.®
Ching ta sé khong quay lai xa hon William Burnes, khong
phai tén vo lai ma 1a mot ngwoi ta dién cin cli, cu kinh. Nam
1757, ong cwdi Agnes Brown, nguwdi sinh cho 6ng dra con
Robert ndm 1759. Sdu nam sau d6, William thué mdt nong
trai 70 mau Anh & nui Oliphant; tai d6, gia dinh déng ngwdi
nay séng “thanh dam” trong mot cin nha biét 1ap. Robert c6
gia s day tai nha va theo hoc mot treérng danh cho gido dan,
nhwng tir lac 13 tudi, 6ng da lam viéc & ndng trai. Khi 6ng 14,
“mot thi€u nir hdp din, ngot ngao, tron trinh [vui nhon] da
day 1én & 1ong tdi mot duc cdm ngao ngat, cai ma, mdc cho sw
that vong chua cay, long than trong nhw ngwa kéo may xay,
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va triét li mot séch, t6i van cho la niém héan hoan tot ciing.”®
Lic 15 tudi, 6ng gap mot “thién than” thir hai, va c6 nhiéu dém
bon chon nghi suy vé nang. Em trai 6ng nhé lai rang Robert c6
“méi rang budc [véi dan ba] rat méanh liét, va anh 4y thwong
la nan nhén cia mét ngwdi dan ba dep mé hon nao dé.”®

Nam 1777, trong con diing cdm day khinh suit, William
Burnes thué noéng trai Lochlie, 130 miu Anh, & Tarbolton,
ma ong c6 thod thudn phai trad 130 bang mot ndm. Gio day,
Robert, 18 tudi, con ca trong s6 7 ngwdi con, tré thanh ngwdi
lam chinh yéu, boi William, suy sup do lao nhoc ma khong
duwoc twdng thuwdng xirng dang, da gia trwdc tubi. Cha va
con trai tach xa nhau khi mot ngwdi thu minh lai trong phai
thanh gido con ngudi kia di theo mét dao li khéang dat hon.
Mic cho cha me cAm doéan, Robert van tham gia hoc khiéu
vii; “tlr cai thoi khic néi loan d6”, thi si nhé lai, “6ng mang
1ong ghét t6i, diéu ma to6i tin 1a mét nguyén do cta sy phong
dang danh ddu nhitng nim thang twong lai ctia t6176 O tudi
24, Robert gia nhdp mét chi nhanh cta h6i Tam diém. Nam
1783, nong trai bi tich bién do v& ng. Robert va ngw¢i em trai
Gilbert hop lai s6 tién it 6i ciia minh di thué mot nong trai 118
mau véi gid 9o bang 1 ndm; tai d6, ho lao dong trong 4 nam,
cho phép minh c6 dugec 7 bdng mdi ndm cho mbi ngwdi dé
chi tiéu c& nhén; va tai d6 ho nu6i dwdng cha me va cac em.
Nguwdi cha chét ndm 1784 vi bénh lao.

Vao nhitng t6i mua dong, Robert doc nhiéu séch, bao gom
cac cudn st clia Robertson, triét hoc cia Hume, va Paradise
Lost (Pia dang da mét). “Hay cho t6i mot tinh than nhw nhan
vat chinh yéu thich cta t6i, Satan ctia Milton.”% Phan n¢ truéc
man kiém duyét ctia Gido hdi Scotland déi véi nhirng dao i,
ong dé dang ra bo dwoc than hoc clia Gido hdi nay va chi gitr
mot diee tin mo hd vao Chua troi va sy bét ti. Ong curdi vao
“Chinh théng gi4o, chinh théng gi4o, ké tin vao John Knox”, va
ong hd nghi rang cac vi gido si, gitva hai ngay Chu nhét, da bi
méat pham day t0i 16i nhw chinh dng ta.* Trong “The Holy Fair”
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(L& hoi thanh) (ndi vé hoi nghi phuc hung ton giao) 6ng miéu
ta mot chudi nhirng nha truyén dao cong kich tdi 16i va pho
ra dia nguc, trong khi nhirng c6 gai diém bén ngoai t tin ché
doi sy bao trg cha gido doan.

Long cdm ghét cta Burns déi véi gioi gido si 1én mirc soi
suc khi mot gido si cir mét phai vién t¢i trach mang va phat
ong vi toi khong két hon ma ngt véi Betty Paton. Diéu nay
tré thanh con tie gidn khi vi dai chud t& té€ clia 6ng, Gavin
Hamilton, bi hoi dong gido doan ving Mauchline khién trach
(1785) vi lién tuc ving mit cic budi 1am 1& nha tho. Gid day,
thi si viét bai tho chdm biém sic bén nhdt, “Holy Willie’s
Prayer” (L&i cau nguyén ctia Willie thanh thén), ché nhao dirc
tinh gid déi cia William Fisher, mot trwdng 140 cha gido hoi
Mauchline. Burns khic hoa 6ng dang noi chuyén véi Chaa:

I bless and praise Thy To6i ton sing va ngei ca quyén

matchless might, nang vb song clia Ngai
When thousands Thou hast Khi hang nghin th® Ngai b6 lai
left in night, trong dém,

That I am here afore Thy sight, Ma t6i noi day triedrc méat Ngai,
For gifts an’ grace Nhén 1€ 16c va hong an
Aburning and a shining light M6t dnh sang ruc chdy va toa sing

To & this place... Dén khip noi nay...

O Lord! yestreen, Thou kens, H@iChua! dém qua, Ngai biét, véi
wi’ Meg - Meg -

Thy pardon I sincerely beg, Ngai hdy x4 tdi toi thanh that ciu

xin,
O! may’t neer be a livin plague 0! Gid ma né khong bao gicr 1a thie
tai hai
To my dishonour, Cho long hé then cta téi,
An’ Tll ne'er lift a lawlessleg VA t6i sé khong bao gior nhéc cai
chan v6 phap
Again upon her. Mot 1an niva dat 1én ¢6 nang.
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Besides, I farther maun allow, Ngoai ra, téi phai thd nhan thém,
Wi’ Leezie’s lass, three times I Vi con gai clia Leezie, ba Ian, toi

trow - nghi -
But Lord, that Friday I was fou, Nhung héi Chiia, thir Sau t6i da say,
When I cam near her; Khi t6i dén gin cd nang;
Or else, Thou kens, Thy Hozc 13, Ngai biét d6, bay toi dich
servant true thye ctia Ngai
Wad never steer her... Chura tirng dyung cham c6 nang...

Lord, mind Gaw’n Hamilton’s Hgi Chda, hay nhé nhitng hoang

deserts; mac clla Gavin Hamilton
He drinks, an’ swears, an' plays  Ong uéng rwou, va chii thé, va
at cartes, choi bai
Yet has sae mony takin arts,  Vay ma c6 cho minh nhiéu ti,
Wi’ great and sma, Lén nhé da ci,
Frae Gods ain priest the [4y khéi linh muc cta Chia trai
people’s hearts tim bao nguwoi
He steals awa... La chinh ong...

Lord, in Thy day o’ vengeance Hgi Chua, vao ngdy bao thu cta

try him, Ngai hay xtr hin,
Lord, visit them wha did H&i Chua, hay ghé nhitng ai da
employ him, ding hén,
And pass notin Thy mercy by ‘em, - V4 khong dwoc r long thwong ho,
Nor hear their pray’r, Ciing dirng nghe ho nguyén cu,
But for Thy people’s sake, Ma hay vi cic con dan, hdy hiy
destroy ‘em, diét ho,
An’ dinna spare. Va dirng thit tha.
But, Lord, remember me an’ Nhwng, hdi Chuda, hay nh¢ t6i va
mine viéc 1am cta toi
Wi merciestemp’ral an’ divine, Vé&i long khoan dung thé tuc va
thiéng liéng,
That I for grace an’ gear' may Rdng nho hong an va cta cai toi
shine, 6 thé toa sang,
Excell'd by nane, Troi bac nhor danh tiéng,
And a’ the glory shall be thine, Va vinh quang sé la ctia Ngai,
Amen, Amen! Amen, Amen!

i

Wealth [Durant]
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Burns khéng dam céng bd bai tho nay; ndé dwoc in sau khi
ong chét da 3 nam.

Trong khi d6, 6ng cho Gi4o hoi Scotland nhiéu li do dé qué
trach. Ong goi minh la mot “ké hanh ngh® théng dam”.% Moi
thiéu ni* kém hén déu lam 6ng thiy kich thich: “Chloe duyén
dang, vap phai bai c6 ngoc trai”, Jean Armour, Highland Mary
Campbell, Peggy Chalmers, “Clarinda”, Jenny Cruikshank,
Jenny x Dalry “béng qua canh dong lda mach”, “bonnie wee”
(c6 bé xinh twoi) Deborah Davies, Agnes Fleming, Jeanie
Jaffrey, Peggy Kennedy cua “bonnie Doon” (Ngon ddi xinh
twoi), Jessie Lewars, Jean Lorimer (“Chloris”), Mary Morison,
Anna Park, Anna va Polly Stewart, Peggy Thomson - va nhiéu
nguwdi khac.”” Chi doi mét sdng va biét cwrdri cing doi ban tay
mém mai va bd ngwc nhw “u tuyét” 1a nhirng thtr gitp 6ng
cam chiu nhi¥rng con lao nhoc va nhirng ndi sdu kho cia cudc
doi. Ong bao chita cho hanh vi lang thang tim duc tinh cla
minh v&i nguyén c& rang moi sw trong ti nhién déu thay doi,
va tai sao nguwdi dan 6ng nén la mot ngoai 1€?°® Nhuwng ong
canh bao nt gi¢i dirng bao gior tin vao nhirng 1¢i hira cia nam
givi.% Chung ta biét dén 5 dira con cua 6ng trong doi séng
hon nhan, va 9 da con khac ngoai gia tha. “Téi c6 mot thién
tw cho chuyén lam cha”, dng bdo, va 6ng dodn chirng rang chi
sw thién m&i c6 thé clru chira 6ng.” Vé nhirng 11 trdch mang
clia cAc vi muc swr va vé phap luat Scotland -

The Kirk an’ State may join ~ Gi4o hdi va Nha nwéc c6 thé gia

an’ tell, nhap va bao,
To do sic things I maunna,’ Lam nhtrng th t6i khong
dwoc phép,
The Kirk an’ State may gae Gi4o hoi va Nha nuwée c6 thé toi
to hell, dia nguc,
And I'll gae to my Anna.” Con t6i t&i chd Anna clia minh.

i To do such things I must not. [Durant]
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Khi Betty Paton sinh cho 6ng mét d&ra con (ngay 22 thang
Nam 1785) Burns dam héi cwéi ba; cha me ba tir khwée 100
dam hoi 4y. Ong quay vé véi Jean Armour va trao cho ba mot
101 htra bang van ban vé chuyén két hon; ching may chdc ba
mang thai. Ngay 25 thang Sdu 1786, 6ng xuit hién trwérc hoi
dbng gido doan va thira nhn trach nhiém ctia minh; (6ng cho
biét) 6ng da dich than suy xét chuyén cwéi Jean, va lam theo
11 nguyén the 4y; nhing cha ba tir chéi khong dé ba cwdi mot
ga néng dan 17 tubi von da c6 mot dira con ngoai gid tha lam
ganh nang. Ngay 9 thang Bay, & chd ngbi ctia minh trong nha
th¢r, Burns khiém nhwéng nhén 14y 10 khién trach cong khai.
Ngay 3 thdng Tam, Jean sinh doi. Ngay 6 thang Tam, 6ng va
Jean chdp nhén bi trach mang trwéde gido doan, va dwoc “mién
x4 cho tai tiéng nay”. Ngwdi cha c6 dwore trat bat gite Burns; thi
si di trén, va dw tinh 1én tau di Jamaica. To trat khong dwoc
thurc thi, va Robert tré vé ndng trai cia minh. Trong cling miia
hé do, éng htra cwéri Mary Campbell va dan ba téi xtv My; ba
chét truedre khi ho kip lam ké hoach; Burns ca tung ba trong bai
“Highland Mary” va “To Mary in Heaven”.”*

Trong nidm 1786 sang tao sung man 4y, 6ng xuit ban &
Kilmarnock tip tho dau tién ctia minh, dwéi hinh thire ddt
hang trwére. Ong bd di nhirng bai tho von c6 thé gay xtic pham
dén Gido hoi hodc dao dirc clia dan ching; dong lam doc gid
thich th bang thd ngtr Scotland cia minh va nhitng miéu ta
vé canh sdc than quen; 6ng lam hai long gi¢i nong dan khi néu
1én cAc chi tiét trong ddi sdng cia ho thanh nhirng van tho dé
nhap tam. C6 1& khong thi si nao khac c6 thé bay té xic cdm
bang hitu dén thé danh cho nhirng con vat san sé cing ganh
ndng trong ngay lao dong ctia néng dan, hodc v&i “bon ciru
ngu ngo” hoang mang trwéc cnh tuyét 6 at kéo dén, hodc véi
bon chudt bi xua ra khoi t8 khi céi cay tién dén.
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But, mousie, thou art no thylane  Nhwng, chudt a, nguoi khong
c6 doc

In proving foresight may be vain;  Khi chirng t6 thiy triréc c6 thé

vO dung;
The best laid schemes 0’ mice Cai muwu do khéo dit cia chuot
and men va ngudi
Gang aft a-gley. Thwdng di chéch hwéng.

Gan nhu la ki€u néi cich ngdn & nhirng dong cudi két lai bai
tho “To a Louse on Seeing One on a Lady’s Bonnet at Church”:

Owadsome pow’r the giftiegieus O, liéu quyén lwe ¢6 trao cho ta
biét tai

To see outsels as ithers see us.”? Thdy dwgc ban than ta nhw
ngudri khac dang thiy.

D€ bdo dam cubn sach nhod clia minh dwoc chao dén, Burns
dit 1én dau bai tho dong “The Cotter’s Saturday Night” (Pém
thi Bay cia ngwdi néng dan): ngwdi ndng dan ngoi nghi sau
mot tuan lao nhoc; vor con dng tap hop lai quanh 6ng, ai ciing
c6 cau chuyén ké trong ngay; da con gai lén nhit nhit nhat
gi¢i thiéu anh chang cau hon bén 1én; man sé chia vui vay bén
bira dn gian di; man doc Kinh Thanh clia nguwdi cha; 101 cau
nguyén ca nha. O bixc tranh ém diu nay, Burns thém vao mot
ho6 ngir yéu nwére dén véi “Scotia, xr yéu diu ta o, vung dat
qué hwong ta!” - Trong sd 612 ban in ra chi ¢6 3 ban dwoc
ban trong 4 tuan, dem vé cho Burns dwoc 20 bang.

Trwéc d6 d6ng da nghi vé viéc ding tién lgi nhuan dé chi tra
cho chuyén di sang My; thay vi vy, 6ng duing s6 tién nay dé tam
tra & Edinburgh. Khi t&i d6 vao thang Mwdi Mot 1786 trén con
ngwa di mwon, dng & chung phong v&i mot thanh nién mién
qué khéc. My c6 géi diém bn 4 & ting trén.” O Edinburgh,
gi¢i phé binh d6n nhan nong nhiét sach cua dng, gitp mé ra
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nhiéu canh ctra cho 6ng; trong mdt muia ong la than tiong clia
gi¢i xa hoi thugng lwu. Sir Walter Scott miéu ta ong:

Quang 1786-1782, tdi 1a chang trai 15 tudi, khi 4y Burns lan
dau tién t&i Edinburgh... Toi gap anh mot ngay no & chd Gido
sw Ferguson kha kinh nay da qué c6, tai d6 c6 mot s6 quy 6ng
c6 tiéng trong lang van... Voc ddng anh khde manh va cudng
trang; vé nhot nhat ciia anh mdc mac, khéng qué; mot kiéu
thudn phac va gian di dang quy... Vé mit anh tho... mat tova co
anh nhin tdm t6i, sing birng 1én... khi anh n6i chuyén... Gitra
nhrng ngwdi dan dng, von la nhivng ngwdi hoc thirc nhat
thoi minh va x minh, 6ng t6 bay ban than bang sy kién
quyét toan bich, ma khong c6 chit gi x4c xwge.”

Burns dworc khich 1& phat hanh an ban b6 sung cho nhirng bai
tho’ ciia minh. D€ thém chat c6t cho tap tho méi, 6ng dé xuat
dwa vao mot bai tho thudc hang trong yéu cta minh, “The
Jolly Beggars” (Nhirng ké hanh khat han hoan), bai ma 6ng
khong ddm mao hiém in ra trong tdp Kilmarnock. N6 miéu
td mot dam ngwdi an may, ngheo ting, to6i pham, nha tho,
nguwdi kéo vi cam, gai diém va nhirng ngwoi linh tan tat, bi
rudng bo trong quan rwou cta Nancy Gibson & Mauchline.
Burns nhét vao miéng ho nhirng ty truyén bdc triwrc va ngoan
cd, va két thic mé hon hop nay bang mot diép khuc cta ké
say suwra:

Afigforthosebylaw protected! Thtr v6 dung cho nhitng ké dwoc

phap luét che ché!
Liberty’s a glorious feast! Ty do la bira yén tiéc huy
Ang!
Courts for cowards were hoang!
erected, Toa 4n cho ké nhat hén dwoc dyng
Churches built to please lén,
the priest.”® Nha th xay d€ lam vira long
gido si.”®
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Hugh Blair, hoc gid va nha truyén dao, té ra h6t hodng truéc
¥ twdng xuat ban mot ban vin ma nhuc cac dirc hanh dén thé
kia; Burns nhwong bo, va sau d6 quén 1a minh da viét bai tho
d6;”7 mot ngudi ban lwu git nd, va n6 dwgre dwa ra 4nh sang
Vao ndam 1799.

Gioi bién tap & Edinburgh ban dwoc khoang 3.000 ban
sach, mang lai cho Burns 450 bang. Ong mua mot con ngua
cai va cuwdi di (ngay 5 thang Nam 1787) t&i viing cao nguyén,
va sau d6 bang qua séng Tweed d€ thir mui vi nwérc Anh. Ngay
9 thang Sau, 6ng ghé tham nhirng ngw¢i ba con & Mossgiel, va
t&i cho Jean Armour; ba chao d6n 6ng néng 4m, va lai mang
thai. Quay vé Edinburgh, 6ng gap phu nhan Agnes M’Lehose.
O tudi 17, ba cwdi mot vi bac si phiu thuét xt Glasgow; & tudi
21 (1780), ba r&i bo 6ng, dan theo mdy dtra con, va dinh cw véi
“16i séng khudn khép thanh dam” & thti d6. Ba mdi Burns ghé
nha; 6ng phai 1ong yéu ba ngay; c6 vé ba khong trao than cho
ong, boi 18 6ng tiép tuc yéu ba. Ho trao d6i thw tir va nhirng
bai tho, cia 6ng ki tén “Sylvander”, cta ba ki tén “Clarinda”
Nam 1791, ba quyét dinh quay tré lai véi chong & Jamaica;
Burns gtri ba may dong tho diu dang lam 1o tir gia:!

Ae' fond kiss, and then we Mot nu hon than thwong, roi ta

sever! chia lia!

Ae farewell, and then Mot 1ovi tir gid, roi méi chia xal...

forever! . ..

Had we never lov'd sae kindly, Néu ta chwa tirng yéu chan
thanh dén thé,

Had we never lovd sae bindly, Néu ta chwa tirng yéu mu quang
dén thé,

Never met nor never parted, Chwa tirng gdp cling chwa tirng
chia tay,

We had ne’er been Thi ta khong bao gior thay dau

brokenhearted.” long dén vay.”

i One. [Durant]
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Ba tim thdy chdng minh séng cling mot c6 boi ban da den; ba
quay vé Edinburgh.

bam mé ctia 6ng danh cho ba khong dwoc thda ¥, Burns
tim cudc vui vay va ché chén véi mot cau lac bo dia phwrong,
Crochallan Fencibles - nhirng ngudi nguyén thé bdo vé
thanh phé ctia ho. O d6, rwou va dan ba 13 lares et penates’,
va nhitng tro thé tuc 1én ng6i. Burns swu tam nhirng bai ca
Scotland ¢6 xwa danh cho ho, va thém vao méy bai cta chinh
ong; nhiéu bai dwoc xuit ban nic danh va bi truyén nam
1800 v&i nhan dé The Merry Muses of Caledonia (Nhirng nit
than hoan khoéai x* Caledonia). Khi gia nhap cau lac bd nay,
cong khai khinh thj sy phén biét giai ting,” va nhirng bay to
thdng than vé nhitng quan diém cip tién trong tén gido 1an
chinh tri, 6ng nhanh chong két liéu sy don chao ctia xa hoi
Edinburgh danh cho minh.

Ong tim cach xin dwoc mot chan thu thué; bi tir chéi lién
tuc, 6ng danh thtr mot phen khac & nghé nong. Vao thang Hai
1788, d6ng thué nong trai Ellisland, cAch Dumfries 5 dam, cach
Craigenputtock ctia Carlyle 12 dam. Ngwdi chi, mo td boc
triee khu dat nay la noi c6 “trang thai kiét qué tham thwong
nhit”® dwa trueéc 300 bang cho thi si @€ xdy mot nha néng
trai va hang rao cho cidnh d6ng; Burn phai trd 50 bang hang
nam trong 3 nam, sau d6 la 7o bang. Trong lac d6, Jean
Armour sinh d6i (ngay 3 thang Ba 1788), va khong lau sau
ca hai dva con déu chét. Trwdc ngay 28 thang Tw mot chat,
Burns cwéi ba; véri dira con 4 tudi duy nhét con séng ma ba
da sinh cho 6ng, ba t&i phung sy dng thiy chung & vai tro
nguwdi v va quan gia & Ellisland. Ba sinh cho 6ng mot dra
con nira, dira ma Burns goi la “chef-d’oeuvre' cta tdi trong
hang loai sinh sdn, tia nhw t6i nhin vao ‘Tam o’Shanter’ la
man trinh hién chudn muwc cta t6i & khia canh chinh tri”®

i Cac bau vat trong nha.
i Tuyét pham.
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Ndm 1790, 6ng qua lai thdn mét véi Anna Park, c6 bdi ban
& mot tru diém Dumfries; thadng Ba 1791, ba sinh cho 6ng
mot dira con, dra ma Jean nhan va nu6i dwéng ciing con cta
chinh minh.?

Cudc song tai Ellisland gian khd. DAu vay 6ng tiép tuc viét
nhirng bai tho tuyét hdo. ' d6, ong thém vao hai khé trtx danh
vao mot bai ca tiéc rwgu ¢6 xwa, “Auld Lang Syne”. Burns lam
viéc dén khi 6ng suy sup, giéng nhw cha 6ng. Ong ldy lam
mirng khi dwore b6 lam vién chirc thué vu (ngay 14 thang Bdy
1788), va di khdp nuwéc d€ danh gia cac thiung t6-no, tra xét
cac chu quan, ngudi ban hang va the thudc da, va trinh bao
vé&i Cuc Thué vu (Excise Board) Edinburgh. Mic cho thwong
xuyén dung do v&i John Barleycorn, 6ng dwéng nhw lam méan
nguyén Cuc Thué. Thang Mwdi Mot 1791, 6ng ban nong trai
lay mot s6 tién, va ciing Jean va ba 3 con chuyén vao mot can
nha & Dumfries.

Ong xtc pham nhitng ngwdi kha kinh cta thi trdn khi
thwong xuyén ghé cac ttru diém va nhiéu lic vé nha say xin
v&i ngwdi vor Jean kién nhan .8 Ong tiép tuc 1a mot thi sivi dai;
trong 5 nam d6 & Dumfries, 6ng soan bai “Ye banks an’ braes
o’ bonnie Doon”, “Scots wha’ hae wi’ Wallace bled”, va “O my
luve’s like a red, red rose”. Thdy vor minh khong phai 1a ngwdi
ban tinh than, 6ng bién thw - va doi khi dwec hoi dap - cho
phu nhéin Frances Dunlop, ngwdi c6 trong huyét quan phan
tan dw nao d6 ciia Wallace; ba gang strc thuan héa dao li va tir
vueng cta Burns, von khong phai lic nao ciing ¢6 lgi cho tho
ctia 6ng. Ong tran trong hon nhirng t& ndm bang ma ba gli
ong lac nay lac kia.®

Ong gay nguy hai cho phan sy thu thué cia minh béng
nhitrng quan diém c4p tién. Ong bao George III, trong 15 khé
tho tuyét vori, hdy ri bo nhirng vi b tredng ht bai cia minh
di, va khuyén Than virong x& Wales hay thoi chuyén phung
phi tién clia, va thoi tro “stc sic 10p bop véi Charlie [Fox]”,
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néu 6ng con mudn thira ké ngodi vua.®s Trong mot birc thw giri
to Courant ciia Edinburgh, 6ng tan dwong Tuyén ngdn Doc
1ap ctia Mi va vao nam 1789, dng la “ké tén sung nhiét thanh”
cua cudc Cach mang Phép. Nam 1795, dng gt di mot ludng
gi6 chong lai nhirng sw phan biét cip bac:

Is there for honest Poverty

That hings' his head, an’ &’
that;

The coward slave-we pass him by,
We dare be poor for a’ that!

For a’ that, an’ a’ that.
Our toils obscure an’ & that,

The rank is but the
guinea’s stamp,

The Man’s the gowd for
@’ that.

The honest man, tho’ e’er
sae poor,

Is king 0’ men for a’ that.

Ye see yon birkie, ca'd a lord,

Wha struts, an’ stares, an’
a’ that;
Tho’ hundreds worship at his
word,

He’s but a coof for a’ that...

Hangs. [Durant]

C6 gi & d6 cho si Nghéo chan thét
Khién anh ta 4 rii, ciing thay
moi s nhw thé;

Ké n6 bic hen nhat ta di ngang qua,
Ta ddm dé€ phan nghéo méc
cho moi sy nhw thé!

Mic moi sy thé, va thay

nhuw thé.
Ta lao nhoc trong m¢ t6i
va thdy nhw thé,
Thtr béc chi 14 con diu cta
dong guinea,

Con ngwdi 1a vang mdc
cho moi sy nhw thé.

Nguwdi chan that, du tirng
nghéo dén vay,
La vua cla loai nguwoi
mac cho moi s nhw thé.

Nguwoi thdy ddng kia ké hang
hai, goi Ia huan twér,
Khénh khang, va nhin tran
tran, va thay nhw thé;
Du 1&i hén ¢6 tram 1&1i ton kinh,

Han chi la ké ngdc méc cho
moi s nhw thé...
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Then let us pray that come it may, Vay ta hay cau n6 c6 thé to1,

As come it will for a’ that, Do no sé t&i mac cho moi sw
nhu thé,
That Sense and Worth, o’era’ Rang Nghia li va Gi4 tri, trén
the earth, khap trai dat,,
Shall bear the gree, an’ @’ Sé la thtr di dau, va thay nhw
that. thé.
For a’ that, an’ a’ that, Mic cho moi s thé, va
thdy nhuw thé,
It’s coming yet for a’ that, N6 sé t&i mdc cho moi s
thé,
That Man to Man, the Rang Ngwoi vori Ngudi,
world o’er, trén toan thé gidi,
Shall brothers be for a’ Sé la anh em nhau mic
that. cho moi su thé.

Nguwoi ta than phién dén Cuc Thué vy rang mot ké cip tién
nhw vay khoéng hop dé€ kiém tra nhirng ngwdi ban tap hoa va
déanh gia cac thung t6-nd, nhwng cac ty vién tha thir cho 6ng
bai tinh yéu va 1o ngoi khen clia dng danh cho Scotland. S6
tién 9o bang 1 ndm ma chtrc vu 6ng mang dén kho long du
dé gitp 6ng séng trong yén mach va rwou bia. Ong tiép tuc
rao day do kiém dyc tinh, va vao ndm 1793, Phu nhan Maria
Ridell, ngwoi thi nhan “quyén ning quyén ri khé cwdng” cia
ong”, sinh cho 6ng mdt d&ra con. Nhirng con say xin lién tuc
cudi cling lam tri 6¢c va long kiéu hanh cta 6ng suy yéu. Giong
nhw Mozart trong cuing thip nién d6, ong gti di nhiéu birc
thw cau xin dén bé ban.®® Ngwdi ta truyén tai nhau rang 6ng
bi bénh giang mai, va vao mot budi sang tham thiét thang
Mot 1796, 6ng dwoc tim thiy ltc dang ndm xin trong tuyét.®”
Nhirng twdong trinh nay bi chi trich 1a mang chéat di gido khéng
xac nhan dwoc, va cac bac si Scotland miéu ta cin bénh cudi
cling ctia Burns 1a sot thap khép gy suy tim.®® Ba ngay trwéc
khi chét, 6ng bién thw cho cha vor minh: “Vi tréi, hay dwa cd
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Armour t&i day ngay lap tirc. Vo t6i dang tirng gicr chd mong
dwgc dwa vao givdng. Chia long lanh h&i! Nang dang & trong
mot tinh trang kho qua, co gai téi nghiép, khong mot nguoi
ban!”% R6i dng téi giwdng minh, va ngay 21 thang Bay 1796
ong chét. Trong luc éng duwgc chon cit, vor dng ha sinh mot
dra con trai. Ban bé quyén tién chidm lo cho ba, va ba, khoé
manh vé thé trang 14n tAm tw, séng cho dén ndm 1834.

VI. James Boswell’
1. Théi bé con

Ong c6 dong mau hoang toc trong ngwdi. Cha 6ng, Alexander
Boswell, Pia chu xi Auchinleck & Ayrshire va thim phén cla
Déan sy Phap vién (Court of Session) Scotland, la hdu dué cta
B4 twérc Arran, chdu ¢d clia James II x(r Scotland. Me 6ng la
hiu dué cta B4 twéc Lennox dé tam, von la 6ng cia Huin
twdrc Darnley, va ngwdi nay lai la cha cta James VI. James
Boswell sinh ra & Edinburgh ngay 29 thang Mw&i 1740. La
con ca trong s6 ba ngwdi con trai, 6ng 1a ngwdi thiva ké dién
san khiém nhwong & Auchinleck (ma 6ng phat am la “Affleck”);
nhwng, b cha 6ng s6ng dén ndm 1782, James hén phai bit méan

i Viéc phéat hién ra nhitng ban nhat ky ctia Boswell la mét trong s6
nhiing su kién hao hing nhat trong lich st van chuang thdi ching
ta. Ong d3 truyén lai cdc ban van ciia minh cho nhiing ngudi thita
k&, nhitng ngudi cho rdng cac ban van nay qua suc tai tiéng dén ndi
khdng xuat ban dugc. Mot goi van ban, chiia ban London Journal
(Nhat ky London), dugc tim thay & Fettercairn House, gan Aberdeen,
nd&m 1930; mét kho bau 18n hon dugc 16i ra tr may cai ruong va td do
ctia LAu dai Malahide, gan Dublin, quang 1925-1940. Hau hét gidy t&
déu do Dai ta Ralph Isham mua, va dugc trudng Yale University mua
lai. Gido su Frederick A. Pottle bién tap ching cho céng ty séch Mc-
Graw-Hill, ngi c6 ban quyén xuat ban ddc quyén. Chung toi biét an vi
dugc phép, tir ngudi bién tap va nha xuat ban, trich dan mét sé doan
van tU nhitng ban nhét ky nay. Cuén James Boswell: The Earlier Years
ctia Gido su Pottle dugc cong bé sau khi phan nay dugc viét. [Durant]
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trirérc khoan thu nhdp ma ngai Pia cht cho minh. Nguwdi em
John vao ndm 1762 chiu con d4u tién trong s6 nhiéu con loan
tri. Ban than Boswell bi chirng nghi bénh gy sdu mudn, ma
dé chira thi 6ng phai sa vao quén lang noi rwou va nhitng
hinh hai néng 4m noi nit gi¢i. Me dng day 6ng tin diéu cta
gi4o phai Calvin Truwdng lao, vn ciing c6 hoi ndng 4m riéng.
“T6i sé khong bao gior quén,” sau nay 6ng viét, “nhitng gidr
phat wu udt day sau lo ma tdi phai chiu sudt vao thdi hoa nién
tir nhirng ¥ niém han hep vé ton gi4o, trong khi dau 6c toi nat
tan trwdc ndi kinh hoang birng birng.”*° Subt doi minh, 6ng
dao dong gitra niém tin va 1ong ho nghi, 1ong sting dao va con
phoéng dang duc tinh, va chwa bao gi¢r dat dwec gi nhiéu hon
st hoa hgp hay l1ong man nguyén théang choc.

Sau mot thoi gian hoc véi gia sw & nha, 6ng dwoc gvi di
hoc & University of Edinburgh, roi t&i Glasgow, tai do ong
tham gia nhitng budi giang cia Adam Smith va hoc luat. &
Glasgow, 6ng gdp nhiéu nam ni dién vién, mdt s6 ho 1a tin do
Cong gido. Dwdrng nhw d6i véi 6ng, ton gido clia ho dé thich
rng vé&i cudc séng hoan lac hon gido phai Calvin; dng dic biét
thich hoc thuyét vé sy chudc toi, von cho phép ké gay tdi 16i
dwore ctru rdi sau vai ban thiéu dot dai bat tAn. Bat than James
l1én dwdng t&i London (thdng Ba 1760), va gia nhap Gido hoi
La Ma.

Ngwdi cha h6t hodng clia dng giri lovi vién cAu dén B4 twée
Eglinton, mot ngwdi hang xém khu Ayrshire dang song &
London, d€ nh¢ trong coi James. Vi B4 twéec chi ra cho chang
trai biét ring v&i tw cach mot tin d6 Cong gido thi 6ng khong
bao gior dwge phép lam nghé luat, hay vao Nghi vién, hay
thtra hwdng Auchinleck. James quay vé Scotland va Giao hoi
Scotland, va séng duéi sy coi s6c cia ngwdi cha; nhwng, khi
ngwdi cha thdm phan ban biu, ngwdi con tim cach “di sinh
su”% - dot dau tién trong s6 nhiéu dort kém bénh hoa liéu. S¢
rang dtra con khinh suit nay, sau khi thira hwéng Auchinleck,
sé lam tiéu tan gia san trong nhirng cudc say swa, ngwoi cha
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thuyét phuc dng, dé d6i lai mtc tién thwdng nién 100 bang,
ky mot ban vén trao quyén quan li twong lai d6i véri dién san
nay cho nhitng ngudi dworc iy thac ma Boswell cha chi dinh.
Ngay 29 thang Mwdi 1761, James téi tubi triedng thanh,
va mic thwdng nién ctia 6ng tang gap doi. Vao thang Ba sau
doé, 6ng lam cho Peggy Doig mang thai; thang Bay, 6ng vwot
qua ki thi luat sw. Ngay 1 thang Mwoi Mot 1762, dé lai 10 bang
cho Peggy, 6ng lén duwdng di London. (Pra con cia ba sinh ra
mdy ngay sau do; Boswell khong bao gior gdp dwoc dira con
nay.) O London, 6ng thué mét cin phong diy dd tién nghi
& Ph6 Downing. Téi ngay 25 thang Mwdi Mot, ong “thwc sy
bubn vi thi€u dan ba”;%? nhwng 6ng nhé dén cin bénh lay
nhiém ctia minh, va “nhtrng mtc phi cho bac si & thanh phd
nay réit cao”.% Do vay, dng gong minh tiét duc “cho dén khi toi
c6 dwoc mot O gai an toan, hodc dwoc mot phu ni dai cac
mang long yéu thich.”94 An twong ctia Ong 1a London cung cdp
dt loai gai diém hang sang, “tt Madam 1ong lay v&i gid 50
guinea mot dém cho dén nhirng quy c6 thanh lich... nhirng
nguwdi... von sé cam chiu dwa than phuc vy ban dé c6 mét
pint reeou va mot dong shilling”%s Ong qua lai v&i “mot nix
dién vién dep”, Louisa, ma sy khang cy thi gian dai cta ba
dwdng nhw chirng thwe cho tinh trang vé sinh ctia dng. Cudi
cung 6ng thuyét phuc ba, va c6 dworc con cye khoai gdp ndm
lan: “co nang tuyén b t6i la mot than dong.”*® Tam ngay sau
d6, ong phat hién ba bi bénh lau. Téi ngay 27 thang Hai, ong
cadm thdy da dwoc chiva; ngdy 25 thing Ba, 6ng chon 1dy mot
c6 dirng dwong, va “giao hoan véi c6 nang trong lop giap”
(b&ng mot cai vé boc). Ngay 27 thang Ba, “t6i di 1€ & nha the
St. Dunstan”.%” Ngay 31 thang Ba, “t6i rdo bw¢c vao cong vién
va chop 14y co gai diém dau tién gdp dworc.””” Trong sudt bén
thang tiép theo d6, ban London journal ghi nhan nhirng dot
hanh sy twong tw - trén Cau Westminster, trong Ttru diém
Shakespeare’s Head, trong cOng vién, trong mét t&u diém &
pho Strand, trong nhirng tda an Temple, trong nha cac cd.
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bay di nhién la mdt mdt trong birc chan dung mot ngudi
dan 6ng, va [néu] gom lai nhirng phan tdn méic nay trong mot
doan van sé mang lai 4n twong sai lam vé cudc doi va tinh
cach ctia Boswell. Mt kia cia 6ng la “tinh yéu nhiét thanh d6i
v&inhitng nguwoi vi dai”.?®® Ngwdi dau tién Ong bat dwgrc trong
cugc theo dudi nay la Garrick, ngwoi hép 14y nhirng 1¢i khen
clia Boswell va dé dang mén 6ng. Nhirng James nhim dén
ngwdi trén cung. O Edinburgh, ong nghe Thomas Sheridan
miéu ta sy uyén bac va cudc dam thoai doi dao y twdng ctia
Samuel Johnson. That la “mdt dang vinh quang” khi gép dworc
nhan vat tét dinh trong doi séng van nghé London.

Co duyén gitp dng lam dwgc. Ngay 16 thang Nam 1763,
Boswell dang udng tra trong tiém sach cia Thomas Davies &
Pho Russell thi “mot ngwdi dan dng c6 dung mao dé s nhat”
buwéc vao. Boswell nhdn ra 6ng tir birc chan dung Johnson
do Reynolds vé. Ong nai xin Davies dirng tiét 16 chuyén 6ng
tir Scotland dén; Davies “gian gido” lam 16 chuyén d6 ngay.
Johnson khéng mét dip nhin xét rang Scotland 1a mot x tot
dep d€ khédi di; Boswell cau may. Johnson than phién rdng
Garrick da tir chi khong cho dng mot tAim vé mién phi cho cd
Williams xem mét v& kich hién thdi; Boswell danh bao nbi:
“Thwa ngai, t6i khong thé nghi rdng 6ng Garrick hdn mién
cwdng lam cai chuyén vat nay cho 6ng.” Johnson xoay ngwdi
ngay sang 6ng: “Thwa ngai, toi biét David Garrick 1au hon 1a
anh day, va t6i biét anh khong c6 quyén gi ma noi véi toi vé
chi & nay” Pay kho long hira hen mot tinh bang hiru su6t
doi; Boswell “chéang vang” va “maét thé dién”; nhwng sau khi
chuyén tro thém, “t6i hai long rdng du trong cach cw x clia
ong c6 sy tho thién, nhwng tdm tinh 6ng khong thudc dang
x4u xa.”®°

Tam ngay sau do, dwoc Davies khich 1§, va nh¢ tinh téo
bao khong biét then lam cho long da quyét chi hon, Boswell tw
din minh dén chd Johnson & Innter Temple, va dworc ti€p don
bang long tir 4i, néu khong mudn noi 1a bang strc mé hodc.
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Ngay 25 thang Sau, 6ng gia va ciu trai tré dn ciing nhau &
Ttru diém Mitre trén Phd Fleet. “Toi rat dbi tw hao khi nghi vé
nguwdi ma tdi ngoi cing.” Ngay 22 thang Bay, “Ong Johnson va
to6i co mot phong & quén ca phé Turk’s Head”. “Sau ngay nay,”
Boswell viét trong nhat ky, “toi sé ddanh ddu memorabilia clia
ong Johnson khi ching trdi 1én trong ki trc t6i.”°° Thé 1a ban
van tiéu st vi dai bat dau.

Khi nghe l&i khan khoan clia ngwoi cha, Boswell chuyén
dén Ha Lan (ngay 6 thang TAm 1763) d€ hoc luat, ngwdi thay
va d6 dé hop tinh dén mtrc ma Johnson, & tudi 53, thap ting
Boswell, 22 tudi, dén Harwich dé dwa tién.

2. Boswell & hai ngoai

Ong ngu tai Utrecht, nghién ctru luét, hoc tiéng Ha Lan va
Phép, va (6ng cho ta biét) doc toan by quyén Essai sur les
moeurs (Luin vé phong tuc) cta Voltaire. T dau, 6ng chiu
nhtrng con sdu mudn dir doi, mang nhiéc ban than 1a ké tan
tinh v6 dung, va nghi dén chuyén tiy sat. Chuyén 6ng tiéu
xai hoang phi gan day bi dng quy trach cho viéc mit di niém
tin ton gido. “T6i tirng 1a ké khéng theo dao; tbi da c6 hanh
vi theo 1681 d6; gidr t6i 1a mot quy 6ng theo Kitd gido.** Ong
thdo nén mot “Ké& hoach bat kha xam pham” cta viéc tw cai
d6i: 6ng sé chuln bi chinh minh cho nhirng phan sy ctia mét
dia chu Scotland; 6ng sé “trung kién theo Gido hoi Anh”, va
bam theo dao li Kitd. “Khéng bao gir n6i vé ban than”, nhung
“kinh trong ban théan... Xét chung ngwoi sé la mot ca tinh phi
thuwdong.”o?

Ong 6 lai dwge niém hirng tht & d&i khi 6ng dwoc tiép
nhén vao nhitng gia dinh Ha Lan giau c6. Gi¢ day, 6ng van bd
d6 “mau dé twoi va vang kim... bit tit lya trang, do6i giay bat
madt... khin tay Barcelona va hop tdm xia rang thanh nha.”*3
Ong phai long yéu Isabella van Tuyll, dwgrc ngwdi hAm mo biét
dén v tén “Belle de Zuylen”, va con c6 tén “Zélide”; ching toi
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da t6 long kinh trong ba nhw 1a mot trong nhirng phu ni 16i
lac nhat x& Ha Lan thoi &y. Nhwng ba trénh chuyén két hon, va
Boswell ty thuyét phuc ban than réng dng da tir khwére ba. Ong
thtr ba Geelvinck, mdt qua phu xinh xan, nhwng thdy ba “ngon
ngot va khong thé mang thai”.** Cudi cling, “t6i quyét dinh lam
mot chuyén dén Amsterdam va ki€ém mot ¢6.” Téi d6, ong “téi
mot nha chta... Toi thay ton thwong khi d€ ban than sa vao
viing lay truy lac gobm ghiéc.” Ngay hom sau, “t6i dén mot nha
nguyén va nghe mot bai thuyét gido that hay... Sau d6 t6i tan bd
di qua khu nha thd t6i tan trén nhitng con hém do’ ban.”*s Ong
lay lai dwoe “phdm céach clia ban tinh con ngwdi” khi nhan tir
mot ngwdi ban birc thw gid¢i thiéu dén Voltaire.

Dang thyc hién l&i hiva véi ngwdi cha rang 6ng sé chuyén
tam hoc hanh tai Utrecht, 6ng nhan dwoc sy cho phép va
nhtrng khoan tién clia nguwdi cha dé thyc hién chuyén du lich
dai ngay thwong thay von 1a thi 1am cho hoc van cia mét quy
éng tré tudi ngwdi Anh dwgc hoan hao. Ong tir biét Zélide,
doan chic ba sé dé roi nhirng giot nwéc mat ai tinh trén doéi
mat, va vao ngay 18 thang Sau 1764, 6ng bang qua bién gi&i
vao nuwdrc Plrc. Gan hai ndm sau d6, 6ng va Belle trao doi thw
tr, cho nhau nhtrng l&i khen va cham choc. Ttr Berlin, ngay
9 thang Bay, 6ng viét:

Khi em va anh, Zélide, hoan toan thodi méi v&i nhau, anh
phdi bdo em rdng anh da dt hao huyén rbi... dén mtrc twdng
twong la em thye sy phai long yéu anh... Anh qua strc phéng
khoang dé ma khong lam em tinh ng0... anh sé khong két
hon v&i em dé thanh mot vi vua... Vor anh phai 1a mot ngwdi
d6i nghich hin v&i Zélide than thwong clia anh, ngoai trir
& tinh cdm, & long chan thanh, va & tinh than vui twoi.**®

Ba khong hdi am. Ong bién thw l4n nita vao ngdy 1 thdng
Mudi, trdn an ba ring ng yéu ba; ba khong hoi am. Ong lai

bién thw vao ngay 25 thang Mwoi Hai:
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C6 em, anh rit tw hdo, va anh sé ludn luén ty hdo. Em hin
phai thdy ddc y true¢re long quyén luyén ctia anh. Anh khong
biét liéu anh cling cdm thiy dic ¥ twong dwong trudc tim
long ctia em khong. Mot ngwdi dan 6ng ¢ tdm tri nhw anh
la th& hiém hoi. Mot ngwdi dan ba c6 nhiéu tai thi khong
hiém dén vay... C6 1é em c6 thé cho anh mot 1&i gidi thich vé
cach cu xtr ctia em d6i v&i anh.™”?

Thw dap ctia ba xtrng dang c6 mot vi tri trong lich s dan ba:

Toi da nhén dworc btee thw cia anh bang niém han hoan va
doc n6 bang long tri an... Thay nhirng biéu hién d6 ctia tinh
ban va thay nhirng hitra hen d6 vé 1ong mén mo vinh hing
va vé hoi twdng diu dang ma anh di thu nhan [t nhitng
loi néi clia ba trong qua khtr véi 6ng] déu dwee nhin nhan
va nhic lai b&i tim t6i vao ldc nay... Anh c 13p lai... ring
toi phai long yéu anh... Anh han sé bdo tdi thira nhan diéu
nay, anh quyét tim nghe t6i néi cau d6 va noi lai lan niva.
Téi thdy chuyén nay 1a mot y dot khéi qué d6i la lung & mot
ngwdi dan 6ng khong yéu t6i va nghi d6 la phan sy ctia anh
ta (tir cAc dong cor thanh nha) dé bao toi ditu d6 bang nhirng
tir ngtr ro rét nhit va manh liét nhat... Toi 1dy lam séc va
budn rau khi thiy, & mot ngwdi ban ma t6i da twdng 1a mot
ngudi dan 6ng tré tudi va biét suy li, lai c6 cai tinh hw do
ngd nghéch nhir mot ga kher dan don vay.

Boswell thAn mén, tdi sé khong c6 loi dap cho diéu d6 khi
ma chira bao gi¢ c6 mot lac nao ma ciu ndi cha toi, giong
diéu ctia t6i hay dang vé ctia t6i lai t6 ra rao ric vi anh. Néu
chuyén d6 cé xay ra, thi hay quén né di... Nhwng khong bao
gi¢r quén ky trc vé vb van budi n6i chuyén khi doi ta déu vo
tw I nhw nhau: t6i 14y 1am man ¥ trong l&i tAng bdc ctia anh
vé 1ong quyén luyén cta anh, va anh ciing vui ngan 4y khi
liét toi vao trong s6 ban bé ctia anh nhw thé la ¢6 gi d6 hiém
hoi vé mét ngudri dan ba véi nhiéu tai ndng. Hay gitr 1dy ky
{rc d6, tdi sé néi vay, va bdo dam ring tinh diu dang ctia toi,
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16ng ty trong cua toi, téi con ddm ndi 1a ca long kinh trong
ctia toi, déu thudc vé anh ludn ludn.®

Btrc thw nay lam Boswell héi 16i trong thoang chdc; 6ng gitr
16ng thu théi trong mot ndm. Sau d6 (ngay 16 thang Mot 1766)
Ong tr Paris bién thw cho cha ctia Zélide, xin dwoc cwdi ba.
“Chdng phai d6 sé la diéu tiéc nudi sao néu mot sy lién hop
tot s6 nhw thé khong thanh hién thyc?”**? Nguwdi cha dap
rdng Zélide dang xem xét mdt méi khac. Mot nim sau dé
Boswell gri dén ba 11 cAu hon triee tiép. Ba dap, “Tdi da doc
l&i t6 bay mudn mang cia anh ma long thiy thda nguyén, véi
nu cwdi trén méi. Vay ra, anh tirng yéu t6i!”° - va ba chéi tir
1 cAu hon do.

Khi trd thw tir nay dién ra, Boswell da thir qua nhiéu dét
nwéc va nhidu dan ba. O Berlin, éng gip Friedrich & thao
trrong, nhwng khong gan hon dwoc. Ong 1én giwong voi
mot ba ban sd-cd-la dang mang thai; ba c6 vé 1a bén cang an
toan. O Leipzig, 6ng gip Gellert va Gottsched; & Dresden 6ng
ghé “nha trién 1am lén vé tranh, ma t6i nghe néi 1a cao quy
nhét chau Au” . Ong xubi xu6ng bang qua Frankfurt, Mainz,
Karlsruhe va Strasbourg réi vao Thuyy Si. Ching ta da di theo
ong & nhirng chuyén ghé thim Rousseau va Voltaire. Trong
nhirng ngay phan kh&i, hao quang ctia thién tai va con sot
danh tiéng da khuét phuc duc vong clia tubi tré.

Ngay 1 thang Mot 1765, 6ng roi Genéve dé bang qua day
nti Alpes. Ong c6 g thang phin chdn & Y, ghé moi thanh
ph6 16n, va thir moi mén hang ni gi¢i tai moi diém dirng.
Tai Rome, 6ng tim Winckelmann, hén ban chan mang dép
clia Gi4o hoang, cAu nguyén & nha thd San Pietro, va méic
lai chirng bénh wa thich ctia minh. Ong tréo 1én nai Vesuvius
ctng véi John Wilkes. O Venezia, 6ng dung chung c6 gai diém
hang sang v&i Huan twéc Mountstuart (con trai Ba twéc
Bute), va tai phat cin bénh truyén nhiém. Mot thang & Siena,
ong tan tinh Porzia Sansedoni, tinh nhan ca ngwdi ban
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Mountstuart; 6ng nai ni ba dirng dé bat ki tinh cdm nao cta
long thiy chung can dy vao long phéng khéang, bédi “Chaa
cong clia tdi mau myc dén mirc ban than 6ng khong c6 kha
nang chiu dwgc long thiy chung, va khong ky vong diéu do6
& em.”™

Mt tot ctia 6ng thé hién & man loii dung tiép theo cta 6ng.
Tt Livorno, 6ng lén tau di Corse (ngay 11 thang Mudi 1765).
Paoli da giai phong hon dao khoéi Genova vao nam 1757, va gior
day dang cai tri nha nwéc méi & ndm thir tdm. Boswell dén
chd 6ng & Sollacard, va trinh brc thw gi¢i thiéu tir Rousseau.
Thoat d4u 6ng bi nghi 1a gidn diép, nhwng “t6i da man phép
dwa cho 6ng ta ban phéc thao ma t6i viét nén ban vé nhirng
lgi thé d6i véi Anh Quéc tir moi quan hé lién minh véi Corse”;
sau d6 ong thwong dung biva tdi cing vi Pai twéng nay."s
Ong ghi chép nhiéu thir ma sau nay gitp ong viét 1én cuén
Account of Corsica (1768; Ky luc vé Corsica). Ong r&i hon déo
vao ngay 20 thang Mwdi Mot, va di doc theo séng Riviera dén

X

Marseilles. & d6, “mét tay dat gai cao va nha nhin” tim dwgc
cho 6ng “mot c6 gai chan that, an toan va khong vu loi”

Tir Aix-en-Provence, 6ng bat dau gri dén t& The London
Chronicle nhitng ban tin dworc cong bd trong nhiéu s6 lién tuc
tir ngay 7 thang Mot 1766, thong tri cho dan ching Anh Quéc
rang James Boswell dang t&i Anh, trong tay c6 dir liéu mat
thdy tai nghe vé ddo Corse. T¢1 Paris (12 thang Mot), 6ng nhan
tin tir cha minh ring me 6ng da qua doi. Ong lanh nhiém vy
thap ting Thérése Levasseur cia Rousseau dén London; néu
ta c thé tin 6ng thi ba da dang minh cho 6ng trén dudng di.
Ong day dwa & London trong ba tuan, gap Johnson miy ban,
va cudi cung trinh dién trwéc cha minh tai Edinburgh (ngay
7 thang Ba 1766). Ba ndm bon thang doc 1ap va di chu du da
khién 6ng tredng thanh hon. Diéu d6 khéng lam suy yéu di
duc vong ciing khéng lam dju di tinh hw 4o clia 6ng, nhwng no
m¢& mang kién van va nhan quan ctia 6ng, va cho 6ng mot tw
thé va su ty tin m&i mé. Gidr 6ng 1a “Boswell dam chét Corse”,
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mot ngwdi da dung bira t6i cung Paoli, va ngudri viét mot cuén
sach c6 thé khich dong nwé'c Anh tim dén sy tro gitp cla
Nguoi giai phong va lam cho hon ddo nay tré thanh don liy
Anh Quéc & ving bién chién lworc.

3. Boswell 6 qué nha

Ngay 19 thang Bay 1766, 6ng dwoc nhan vao Hoi Luit sw
Scotland, va trong 20 nam tiép theo d¢i 6ng nam tai Edinburgh,
véinhiéu chuyén tat ngang London va mot chuyén ghé Dublin.
Pworc sy gitp d& tir ngudi cha & vai tro thdm phan, nhung
con nhé tinh sdn sang trong tranh bién cta 6ng, 6ng “dwoc
mot cong viéc trong dai”, va “kiém 65 guinea” trong mua dong
dau tién tredc cac toa 4n.”s Tinh quang dai ho hdi hoa 1an
véi long tw trong; 6ng bién ho cho nhitng t6i pham thip hén
nhat, danh l¢i huing bién béng bay ctia minh cho nhitng ngudi
pham tdi hién nhién, thua da s6 cac vu kién, va tiéu pha tién
kiém dworc cho cac tuin rwou. Sau nhitng thang ngay ndng
r4o & Y, dng cam thdy thdu xwong trudc con lanh Scotland,
ma dwdng nhw chdng cé gi chira dwoc ngoai trir reou.

Ong tiép tuc lang thang kiém duc tinh. Ong tiép nhan ba
Dodds lam tinh nhén, nhwng d€ b sung cho nhitng budi
phung sy clia ba, 6ng “ndm ca dém véi... mot co gai thwong
dan”, va chdng méy chdc “phat hién cin bénh truyén nhiém
nao dé da xam chiém co thé 6ng”*® Ba thang sau do, trong
con chénh chéang say rugu, dng bdo chiing ta rang 6ng “dén
mot nha chira, va qua dém trong vong tay mot c6 gai diém. Co
nang dep, manh khoé, sinh dong, mot c6 gai diém xtrng dang
voi Boswell, néu Boswell cAn ¢6 mot ¢6.” Lai thém mot cin
bénh truyén nhiém khic. R6 rang hon nhén 13 phwong sach
duy nht c6 thé ctru ong khoi suy kiét v thé chat va luan Ii. Ong
tan tinh Catherine Blair; ba tir khwéc 6ng. Ong phai long yéu
Mary Ann Boyd, mot c6 gai Ireland c6 hinh thé Hy Lap va mét
ngudi cha giau cé. Ong theo ba dén Dublin (thang Ba 1769),
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mét di con duc vong gitra chirng, ubng rwgu say, tim dén mot
0 géi diém Ireland, lai mac bénh dwdng sinh duc.*®

Thang Hai 1768, 6ng gti dén nha xuit ban cuén An
Account of Corsica, The Journal of a Tour to That Island, and
Memoirs of Pascal Paoli.! L&i khan cau nh¢r Anh vién trer cho
Paoli da lam khoi day tri twdng twong ctia nwdc Anh, va sira
soan cho cong luan wng thuan hanh ddng ctia chinh phtt Anh
trong viéc diéu di khi tai va nhu yéu pham bi méat cho dan dao
Corse. Cudn sach ban 10.000 ban tai Anh; n6 dwoc dich sang
bon thir tiéng, va mang lai cho Boswell nhiéu danh tiéng &
Luc dia hon ca Johnson. Ngay 7 thang Chin 1769, tac gid xuét
hién & 1€ hoi Shakespeare & Stratford trong bo y phuc cta
mot thu linh x* Corse, v&i dong “Corsican Boswell” viét 1én
mi 6ng; nhwng, do day la cho mdt bira tiéc hoa trang, nén no
khong dang véi nhirng 11 ché nhao ma né nhéan dworc.

Nguwoi chi ho Margaret Montgomerie da di cung Ong t&1i
Ireland, va chiu dgyng 6ng & nhitng man ve van va nhitng
cudc ché chén. Ba lén hon 6ng 2 tubi, va khoan 1.000 bang
clia ba lam ba khong twong x¢ng (nhw 1 nhdn manh cta
Boswell cha) d6i v&i ngwoi thira k€ dién san Auchinleck,
nhung khi 6ng suy gdm vé sy tin tuy kién nhin cta ba danh
cho 6ng, 6ng thiy rang ba 1a ngwdi dan ba tot va sé 1a mot
nguwdi vor tot; hon niva, tai tiéng vé tinh phéng dang va wa
say swa da khién 6ng phai thu hep lwa chon lai. Ban than 6ng
thdm phén ciing dang suy gdm chuyén két hon, ma tir d6 sé
c6 mot ba me ké & gifra cha va con, va c6 thé an vao phan
dién san kia. Boswell nai ni cha minh dirng cwéi; ngwoi cha
ctr khiang khiang mudn cwéi; ho cii nhau; Boswell nghi dén
chuyén dén My. Ngay 20 thang Bay 1769, 6ng bién thw cho
“Peggy” Montgomerie hoi liéu ba c6 mudn cudi éng va cb
dong y di cting 6ng t&éi My va séng nh¢ khoan tién 100 bang

i Ky luc vé Corsica, ban nhat ky vé chuyén di t6i hon dao do, va hoi ky
cua Pascal Paoli.
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mot ndm va nh¢ khodn tién 1ai cho s6 tién 1.000 bang ctia ba.
Ong canh bdo ba rang 6ng dang chiu canh u uét theo tirng
con. Loi hoi &m cua ba (22 thang Bay) dang dwoc ghi nhé:

Toi da nghi thdu sudt, nhw anh mong muén, va... toi chip
nhan nhirng diéu kién clia anh... J. B.f vé&i 100 bAng mot nam
13 diéu gia tri dén tirng chit mot d6i véi t6i nhw thé sé hivu
duwgc dién san & Auchinleck... Khong c6 cao vong gi, toi
chudng niém hanh phuc dich thyc hon 1a dién mao long 13y
clia nd... Hay ctr an tam, Jamie thdn mén, anh sé c6 mot nguwdi
ban ma sé hy sinh moi th vi anh, ngwdi khong bao gidr wérc
ao chuyén pht quy cho dén lic nay, dé dang né l1én nguwoi dan
ong clia long cb ta.™

Ngay 19 thang Muw¢i Mot, ngudi cha cwdi; ngay 25 thang Mwoi
Mot, téi phién ngwdi con. Doi v chong tré gy dung mot ho
gia dinh riéng biét, va vao nam 1771 ho thué mét cin ho twr
chd David Hume. James géng sttc d€ ludn tinh tdo, lam viéc
chdm chi & vai tro trang sw, va vui vay cling nhirng d¥a con
ma nguwdi ver sinh cho dng. Han 1a trong sudt nhirng thang sau
cudi ctia nhirng Ian mang bau lién tyc, ba da lam cho phwong
phap s6ng nh¢ vao hon nhan ctia dng trd nén xiéu ngd. Ngay
27 thang Mu¢i 1772, ong tim gip mot cd gai diém sau khi
ubéng “qua nhidu rwou”* Ong tw bao chita minh béng lap
luan réng chuyén c6 vo I& 1 didu Kinh Thanh cho phép. Ong
lai udng rwou, va con c& bac. Nhat ky clia 6ng ghi lai, ngay
5 thang Muoi 1774: “Udng dén say xin”. Ngay 3 thang Mwoi
Mot: “Nhiéu nguwdi ching toi udng tir bira t6i cho dén mudi
gior dém.” Ngay 4 thang Muwoi Mot: “Say qué chirng;... nga
nhdo nhao miy lan.” Ngay 8 thang Mwdi MOt: “Lai say.” Ngay
g thang Mu¢i Mot: “Toi dang rat yéu, va khong thé dirng day
cho dén tAm hai gio»” Ngay 24 thang Mw¢i Hai: “Toi rat say... &
hon moét gi¢r véri hai c6 gai diém & chd tro ctia ho trong mot

i Just because: Chivi
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cau thang do ban chat hep & quan Bow. Toi tim dwong vé nha
sau mudi hai gicr. Toi da ngd.”* Nguwdi vo tha thir cho 6ng, va
ch@m lo cho bénh tat cia 6ng.

Chuyén 6ng udng regu c6 nhiéu nguyén cé: that bai lién
tuc & toa, gap kho khan véi ngudi cha, xau hd vé thoi chung
cha ctia minh, y thitc rang dng khong thyc hién dwgc nhirng
gidc mong hw 4o ctia minh, va sy chan ghét déri séng Scotland.
Hau nhw ndm nao 6ng cling chay t&i London, mot phan dé bao
chira cho miy vu kién & d6, mot phan tan hwdng cudc chuyén
tro clia Johnson, Reynolds, Garrick va Burke. Nam 1773, 6ng
dwoc nhan vao “Cau lac bg”. Mua thu nam d6, 6ng kiéu hanh
buérc di trén dwong phd Edinburgh cung Tién si Johnson bén
canh, nhir man mao dau cho chuyén di cta ho t&i Hebrides.

Thoat tién, & nhitng chuyén di London thé nay, 6ng git
long thiy chung véi vo, va bién thw cho vor bang cau chi
au yém; nhwng t&i nam 1775 6ng trd lai ki€u chung cha cta
minh. Ong d#c biét ban ron cho dén cudi thang Ba 1776. “Khi
toi ra dudng, con thém gai diém syc trao & toi. Toi nghi 1a
minh sé danh mdt dém cho chuyén d6.” Long ddm mé ctia dng
tiép dién nhiéu dém. “Toi nghi dén ngudi vor quy gid voi sw
ton kinh hét mwc va tinh cdm ndng 4m nhit, nhwng lai lo mor
nghi rdng sw ndi két nhuc thé cla t6i véi nhirng cd gai diém
khong can dy gi dén tinh yéu cua téi danh cho vor minh.”*?
Mot can bénh lay nhiém dwong sinh duc khac lam 6ng tinh
tao trong thoang choc.

Nhirng man lgi dung, cing sy khiim ntm trwé-c Johnson,
da khién 6ng chiu nhiéu 1o trdch méng tir nhirng ngudi
nhw Horace Walpole va 1&i xi va chi t& cia Macauly (sau khi
Boswell chét),”**> nhing ho khéng dé 6ng mét minh khong be
ban. “Tinh cach cta t6i nhw mot ngwdi dan dng ¢ nhiéu tai
va mdi giao hdo rong khap la diéu khién ngwoi ta thich sy tan
tam cta t6i”2¢ Nhiéu ngwoi London dong ¥ véi Boswell rang
khong ngwdi dan ba nao c6 quyén déi voi tron ven mot ngudri
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dan 6ng. Néu nhitng ngudi nhw Johnson va Reynolds thich
ong, va nhiéu ngdi nha London rong cra dén 6ng, 6ng han
phai c6 nhitrng nét tinh cach kha &i. Nhirng nguwdi dan 6ng
siu sdc nay biét ong gdp hét cd nay dén co khéc, va di tir
nay dén y no, nhw mot lir khach héi ha, tim béi nhiéu bé mit
nhwng khong bao gio cham dén trong tim cta van dé, khong
bao gior cdm nhan dwgc tAm hon tham tim ddng sau xac thit
hy sinh. Va éng ciing biét diéu d6. “Téi thyc sy c6 mot tAm
tri bé nhé cung toan bd long kiéu hanh cia minh,” 6ng noi,
“nhirng phdm chit sang chdi cia tdi tira hd mén do théu dat
trén tdm vai méng.”> “Cé sy bét toan, c6 sy ndng can, trong
moi ¥ niém cta to6i. Téi khong hiéu ro rét th gi, khong hiéu
gi dén tan ciing. To6i nhit 14y nhitrng manh r&i, nhwng ki tc
toi chwa tirng c6 mot khoi dac két nao dang ké.”26

Chinh nhirng manh rdi, va ky tc d6, 1a thi bu dap o6ng.
Ong khic phuc nhitng khuyét diém ctia minh bing cach t6n
tho sy wu viét & ké khidc ma ban than 6ng khong dat t&i
dworc; bang cach khiém nhwdng gip ho, bang cach nhé 14y
nhitng 1oi va nhitng cong viéc cta ho, va, cudi cing, véi tai
nghé khong mon hén, dit ho trong mét ting lép va 4nh sang
vOn lam nén birc tranh v6 song cia mot ngwdi dan 6ng va
mot thoi dai. Va ta khong bao gidr bi boc tran, & than xac 1an
tinh than, & duc vong tham kin va tinh hw hdo bat diét, mot
céch triét d€ nhw nguwoi dan 6ng nay, nira phan xu ninh nra
phén thién tai, tw boc 16 minh cho hau thé.
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Chuong 6

QUANG CANH VAN CHUONG
1756-1789

I. Bao chi

O hau canh 1 cac to béo, t& tap chi, nha xudt ban, thw vién
nhd, nha hat, thay déu nhan boi bat chdp moi sy, mang dén
cho cong ching ngay cang déng dado nhirng moi xung dot
gitra nhirng dang phai va nhirng trang tuén kiét. Nhiéu tap
san lac nay cling ra doi: The Literary Magazine va The Critical
Review nam 1756, The Public Ledger nam 1760. T&> Rambler
ctia Johnson ra mét ndm 1750. The Gentleman’s Magazine, t¢
nudi Johnson trong nhirng ndm thang chat vat, 44 ra mit nam
1731, va s6ng cho dén nam 1922. Nhirng t¢ bao London tang
gap doi s6 lwgng va téng lwu lwgng phat hanh trong thoi ki
nay. T The Monitor ra mat nam 1755, The North Briton nam
1761, The Morning Chronicle nam 1769, The Morning Herald
nam 1780, The Daily Universal Register nam 1785, tré thanh
The Times nam 1788. The Public Advertiser héi ra vang bang
nhirng birc thw cda Junius; lwgng phat hanh cta né tang ttr
47.500 dén 84.000. Hau hét nhirng t& nhat bao khac song
nho lwong khach hang nhd nhoi; do vay, lwgng phat hanh
ctia The Times nam 1795 chi la 4.800. Ching thwdong khiém
nhwdng & kich c& hon 1a & 1¢i ndi - thwong ¢ 4 trang, 1 trang
danh cho quang c4o. Johnson ndm 1759 nghi rang quang co
trén bao da dat t&i giéi han.
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Quang cdo hién nay qua nhiéu dén mirc chiing dwoc doc rat
w 1a lo 13, va do vay, can gy sy cha y bang sy hoanh trang
ctia 10 hira, va bang tinh hiing bién d6i khi trac viét va doi khi
tham hai... Ngwoi ban chét 1ong lam dep sé di ban thi nwéc
ddy lui myn, rira sach tan nhang, 1am min da, va 1am da thit
day dan... Nganh quang c4o gi¢r day gan dat mirc m§ man dén
ndi khong dé dé ngwoi ta dé xuét bat ki cdi thién nao. Nhung
do moi ki nghé phai dworc thyc hién theo vi thé phu thudc
cong ich mot cach thich dang, t6i khong thé lam gi ngoai viéc
dé xudt n6 nhw mot vén dé luan 1 cho nhirng bac thay vé tai
nghe ctia cdng ching, dau cho ho dodi khi dua choi qué strc
nghich ngom véi nhitng xtc cadm cta chung ta?*

Cac nha in, tiém sach, va nha xuit ban phin 16n van con
dwoc danh x6 bo lam mot. Robert Dodsley da xudt ban
Pope va Chesterfield, va gi¢ in sach Walpole va Goldsmith.
Thomas Davies c6 mot tiém sach n6i tiéng, noi 6ng cho phép
nguwdi ta nhan nha xem qua mdy cuén sich, va Johnson ciing
nhirng ngwdi khic dén do dé xem thir sach va nhin chong
choc vao ngwdi vor chu tiém. William Strahan c6 dwoec tiéng
tam tir viéc xudt ban cudn Dictionary cta Johnson, Wealth of
Nations cua Smith, va Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
cia Gibbon - hai cuén sau ra mét vao ndm 1776, mot annus
mirabilis.! Oxford thanh 1ap nha Clarendon Press ndm 1781.
Cac nha séach tra tién hau hinh cho nhirng cu6n sach hay,
nhung c6 thé nhan nhirng ban kém chat lwgng dé chuén bi
cho nhirng bai bdo va nhirng cuén hop tuyén vé&i chi phi
thap. Theo 1&i mot cht nha sach trong The Fool of Quality
(Tén ngdc hién hach) cta Henry Brooke: “Toi c6 thé khién
mot trong nhirtng quy dng nay... nhitng ké c¢6 hoc vin ma
tién clia d6 vao con nhiéu hon... khodn nudi séng mét gia
dinh ding myc cho dén tan thé - toi c6 thé khién mot trong
bon ho lao dong nhw ngwa tir sing dén dém v&i mirc lvong

i (Latin) ndm diéu ki.
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it hon khoan t6i ¢6 thé thué... mot phu khuin vac hay mot
cau dong giay trong ba gi¢.”* Lwgng tac gia nhan boi dén
mic bao hoa thi tredng, canh tranh trong tuyét vong dé
gianh phan chia thi€u thén ctia ho va chdm biém lan nhau
bang 1 cay dgc. Pan ba thém vao cudc tranh gianh nay: phu
nhan Anna Barbauld, Sarah Fielding, phu nhan Amelia Opie,
phu nhéan Elizabeth Inchbald, phu nhan Elizabeth Montagu,
Fanny Burney, Hannah More. Mt cha x(* mién qué tham gia
cuc choi va ra vé ciing phan thwdng.

II. Laurence Sterne

Ong khong sinh ra d€ 1am cha x¥; 6ng 14 con trai mot ngudi
linh, va bi kéo 1é tir vi tri nay dén vi tri no trong mwdi nam;
ttr d6 vé sau, 6ng gom du hiéu biét vé quan sy dé khién cho
nguwdi ch Toby néi chuyén nhw mét vi twdng gia vé cac tran
vay ham va céc phédo dai. Me 6ng dwgrc Ong miéu ta sau nay la
“con géi cla... ngwdi ban rong nghéo di theo trai linh & viung
Vlaanderen.”® Tuy nhién, 6ng c6 cta 6ng la Tong Gidm muc
x York, va gia dinh Sterne xoay x& dwoc cach cho Laurence
theo hoc tredng Cambridge bing mét khoan hoc béng. Ong
lay bang & d6 ndm 1737, nhwng chirng xuit huyét phdi ndm
1736 dy bdo mot con vat 10n kéo dai sudt doi véi cdn bénh
lao. Pwoc tdn phong lam Linh myc Anh gido (1738), 6ng dwoc
trao chtrc vi muyc sw khiém nhwdng & Sutton-in-the-Forest,
gan York. Nam 1741, 6ng cuéi Elizabeth Lumley, va dwa ba
vé song cling minh trong can nha ta toi. Ba pho théac cho ong
khodn 40 bang mot nam; 6ng dau tw mot it vao dét dai, va
khoan tién tang lén.

Khong c6 khodn d6 thi ho da 1am vao canh khon khé. Ca
hai déu bi lao phdi, va ca hai déu dé kich dong than kinh.
Phu nhan Sterne sé'm két luin réng “can nha 16n nhéit nwéc
Anh khéng thé ndo chira c hai ngwdi ho, néu xét dén nhirng
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con ndo dong va tranh céi ctia ho”.4 Hai dira con ra d&i; mot
chét, dira con lai, Lydia, r6 rang tré nén gén két voi nguoi
me. N6i budn ting 1én khi me va chi gai, ngwdi bay nay s6ng
nghéo khé & Ireland, dén York va khan khoan 6ng cho ho 8
bang mot ndm tir khodn thu nhap clia ngudi ve. Y nay lam
ong thiy chan nan. Sterne cho me 6ng chit tién va nan ni ba
quay vé Ireland. Ba luwu lai York. Khi ba bi bat vi 16i s6ng lang
thang, Sterne tir chdi khong chudc ba ra.

Sau 18 ndm v¢ chdng cam go, vi muc sw ndy cdm thiy bt
ki tdm hon Kit6 thyc sy nao ciing sé cho phép dng ngoai tinh
chit it. Ong phai long yéu Catherine Fourmantelle, va the,
“Anh yéu em dén dau 6c x6n xang, va sé yéu em ddi doi”® Vo
ong két t6i 6ng la khéng thily chung; 6ng pht nhan diéu do;
ba suyt chut loan tri dén mirc 6ng d€ ba va Lydia cho mdt tay
“bac si dién ro6” cham sdc, va tiép tuc cudc dan diu tinh &i no.

Gitra con xao dong nay, 6ng viét mot trong nhirng cudn
sach trir danh nhét trong van chwong Anh. Bdng hitu cla
ong, khi doc mot phan ban thdo, da nai ni ong hay bd di
“nhttng 4m chi gobm ghiéc von c6 thé gay nén chuyén xtc
xiém, dic biét khi phat ngudn tir mot gido si”. Ong dau khé bd
di khoang 150 trang. Phan con lai 6ng gi 4n danh cho mot
nha in; né dworc xuit ban vao thang Mot 1760, véi nhan dé
The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gent (Cudc doi
va nhitng thwdng kién cta Tristam Shandy, Quy nhan). Tai
tiéng vira da va tinh hai hwéc ki di van con trong hai quyén
dé khién chung trér thanh mot sy kién van chwong trong ndm
ctia London. O tit x Ferney con nhiét cudng vang vong: “Mot
cudn sach bat kha 1i giai”, Voltaire cho hay, “va mot cudn sach
doc ddo; ho phat dién vé né & Anh.”” Hume goi day 1a “cudn
sach hay nhét tirng dworc viét b bat ky ngudi Anh ndo trong
30 nim nay, diu no té cach may”.8 O York, noi tw cach tac gia
clia Sterne la mot diéu bi mat ai cing rd va nhiéu khuén mat
dia phwong dwoe nhan ra noi cac nhan vat chinh, 200 ban
dwoc ban trong 2 ngay.
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That kh6 miéu ta cudn sach, bdi 18 né khong c6 hinh thirc
hay chu dé nao, khéng dau khoéng dudi. Nhan dé 1a mot tro
ti€u x40, b&i “Quy nhin”, ngudi ké chuyén, va c6 “cudc doi
va nhitng thwong kién” dwgec trinh ra, khong sinh ra cho dén
trang 209 cta quyén IV (trong 4n ban gdc chin quyén). Noi
dung ctia cau chuyén la nhirng gi xay ra, hodac dwoc noéi, trong
lac anh ta dwoc dworc thy thai, va trong lac anh ta nhan nha
phét trién trong da con. Trang dau tién l1a ban van tuyét hao:

To6i wéc gi hoac cha téi hodac me t6i, hodc thyc sy ca hai
nguwdi ho, lic ho dang lam bén phin ma ca hai nhw nhau
déu bi rang budc vao no, d€ thm dén diéu ho sap stra lam khi
ho ha sinh théng t6i; néu ho 14y lam diing myc ma xét nghi
xem biét bao nhiéu tht tity thudc vao diéu ho dang lam;-réng
khong chi sw san sinh ra mét Sinh ménh htru li 1a thi dwoc
ban tdm dén trong viéc d6, ma con 1a chuyén cé thé sy hinh
thanh thoa nguyén va khi chét clia cor thé né, cé 1é thién tw va
chinh céi thién tinh clia no... ¢6 thé lanh nhén sy xoay d6i ti
nhirng thé dich va khuynh hwéng ma khi d6 1a nhirng diéu
toi trong yéu; - Néu ho 1ay lam ding mwc ma can dong va
xét nghi toan b chuyén nay, va theo d6 tién hanh, thi téi day
qua thyc 14y 1am xac tin rdng t6i hdn sé tac thanh mot khuon
hinh khac han trén doi nay.

“Lam on di, minh oi,” din l&i me t6i, “phdi chdng minh
da quén lén day c6t dong ho?” - “Ngoan ng-” cha t6i kéu
1én... “Liéu c6 bao gi¢r mot nguwedri dan ba, ké tir thud sang thé,
lai ngét lori mot ngwdi dan 6ng bang mot cau hdi ngyr nghéch
dén dwong ay?”

Tir sy bat trdc do tréd di, cudn sich gom toan nhirng sy chéch
16i. Sterne khong ké cAu chuyén nao ca, va cang khong ké mot
cau chuyén tinh vén di la th gdnh ndng cho phén 16n van
chwong; 6ng mudn ty mua vui ban than va doc gia bang 161
luan ngodn ki di vé moi sy, nhwng khong theo trat ty nao; 6ng
phi vong quanh nhirng van dé to tat va nho bé ctia cudc doi
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nhwr mot con ngwa nd gién trén canh dong. Sau khi viét 64
chwong 6ng tw gim 14 dng sé khong viét 1&i dé tra nao cho
cudn sach; 6ng chén vao mot dé tira vao thdri diém d6; chuyén
ndy cho phép ong giéu cot gi¢i phé binh. Ong goi phwong
phép cta minh “dam chit tin nguwdng hét strc, bdi toi khéi sy
bang viéc viét cau dau tién, va pho thac Chta Toan ning cho
cau thir hai”? va pho thac cho sy lién twéng (association) ti
do dé viét phan con lai. Rabelais trweérc d6 da lam diéu twong
tw; Cervantes da cho phép Rosinante dan dét 6ng tir chwong
hoi nay sang chwong hoi no; Robert Burton da rao khip thé
gian trwdc khi gidi phiu 1ong u uit. Nhwng Sterne nang tinh
bat hop li 1én thanh mt phwong phép, va gidi phéng tit cd
ti€u thuyét gia khdi cai nhu ciu can c6 mot chli dé hay mot
cOt truyén.

Nhitng tang 1&p nhan ha ctia Anh Qudc thich tha xem céi
khéng-c6-gi nay sé gy nhon nhao dén dwdng nao, va lam sao
mot cudn sach c6 thé dwerc viét nén béng tiéng Anh Anglo-
Saxon vao th&i dai clia Johnson. Nhitng ngwdi Anh day khi
lwe chao d6n 16i tan ki hoan hi ctia mét gido si n6i vé tinh duc
va sy rdng tuéch, va ké h& & quan ctia cht Toby. Vao thang
Ba 1760, Sterne xu6ng London d€ nham nhap thanh cdng clia
minh; 6ng vui mirng khi thdy hai quyén nay dwgrc ban hét;
ong nhan 630 bang tién ban sich va hai quyén khac sdp ra
mat. Ngay ca cudn Sermons of Mr. Yorick (Nhirng bai thuyét
gidng cta ngai Yorick), xult ban 4 thang sau Tristram, cing
ban dat hang khi ngwoi ta biét rang Yorick chinh 14 Sterne.
Nhiéu 1&¢i moi gri dén tac gia tir Chesterfield, Reynolds,
Rockingham, tham chi tv Giam muc Warburton, ngwoi lam
ong ngac nhién bang khodn tién 50 guinea, c6 1& d€ tranh viéc
t6 diém mot trang chdm biém nao d6 & nhirng quyén trong
twong lai. Sterne mua mot cb xe va bay ngwa, va cuedi di trong
khtic khai hoan khoai lac vé lai York, tai do, ong truyén dao &
mét thanh dwong lon. Ong dwoc din téi 1 ngdi nha muc sw

234



Quang canh vén chuadng: 1756-1789

khang trang hon tai Coxwold, cach York 15 ddm; dng dan v¢
va con géi dén song cung minh & d6; va tai do, véi tién nghi
khiém nhwéng, 6ng viét quyén II-1V ctia quyén Tristram.

Théng Mw¢i Hai trong ndm 1760 d6, 6ng t&i London dé
cho in nhitng quyén nay. Ching nhin nhirng bai diém sach
chong d6i, nhirng 4n ban nay ban hét sau bon thang. Lic nay
Tristram dworc sinh bang cach hit ra, lam bién dang mii, thé
1a tac gia lam mot c luan ban dong dai vé triét hoc cta 16
mili, theo van phong ctia nhirng hoc giad uyén bac nhat hang.
Hinh dang 16 mii tré em, theo loi mot ct lieu, dwoc quyét
dinh bang do mém hay d6 cirng ctia bau ngwc cho ba: “bang
cach chim vao d6 . . . cing nhw chim vao mét déng bo, cai
mii thiy thodi mai, dwgc nuodi dwdng, phinh ra, dwec nap
sinh khi, dwrorc hoi sinh.”*°

Sau ntta ndm & London, Sterne quay vé v&i vor minh,
ngwdi cho 6ng biét rang ba thay hanh phtic hon khi khong c6
ong. Ong rat minh vao mé ban thao, va viét quyén V-VI; trong
hai quyén nay, Tristram gan nhw bi quén lang, va chu Toby va
Ha si Trim, cing v&i nhivng ky (rc chién tranh va nhirng phao
dai do chot, chiém linh san khdu. Thang Mwdi Mot 1761, muc
st lai di t&i London, va vao ngay cudi ciing, dng dwoc thdy
quyén V-VI xu4t ban. Chting dwoc d6n nhan néng nhiét. Ong
tan tinh Phu nhan Elizabeth Vesey, mot trong nhirng “bit tat
lam” (bluestocking); thé rdng 6ng sé dwa manh 4o linh muc
cudi cing dé ban tay thanh than ctia ba cham vao;” 6ng bi lao
phéi, va thao chay dén mién Nam nwérc Phap. Ong dirng du
lau tai Paris dé c6 thé tham gia vao nhirng bira dn t6i & “gido
dwdng cha givi vo than” cia d’Holbach, noi Diderot mang
10ng mé say trwedrng ki d6i véri dng. Khi nghe noi rdng vor ong
lam bénh, va Lydia dang bi suyén, Sterne m&i hai me con
nhap héi cting 6ng & Phép. C4 ba ngwdi dinh cw gan Toulouse
(thang Bay 1762).
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Théng Ba 1764 6ng bd vg con lai, véi sy dong thuan caa
ho, va quay vé Paris, London, va Coxwold. Ong viét quyén
VII-VIII b Tristram, nhan tién &ng trwde, va glri mot phan
cho phu nhan Sterne. Nhitng tdp méi nay ra mat vao thang
Mot 1765, don nhan sy hoan nghénh ngay cang phai nhat;
mach Shandy-Toby dang d4n lodng. Thang Mwi, Sterne bat
dau mot chuyén di tim thang & Phap va Y. Trén dwong 1én
phia bdc, 6ng nhap hoi cing gia dinh minh & Bourgogne;
ho yéu ciu lwu lai Phép; dng tra chi phi va quay vé Coxwold
(thdng Bay 1766). Gitra nhirng con xudt huyét, ong viét quyén
IX. Ong t&i London dé xem né chao doi (thang Mot 1767), va
tan hwdng con cudng nhiét trieére viéc dng di trén bor viec
duc tinh khi miéu td man tan tinh cta cha Toby ddi véi phu
nhan Wadman. Nhirng ddc gia bi s6¢ da bién thw cho béo chi
va cho Téng Gidm muc x& York, doi vi muc sw tro’ trdo nay
phai bi twérc chire va lwu day; Tong Gidm muc tir chdi. Trong
khi d6 Sterne thu nhitng khodn tién dit sich, tong cong 1.050
bang, cho cudn sach Sentimental Journey (Chuyén hanh trinh
da cAm) ma 6ng htra hen. Ong gtri thém tién cho vor minh, va
lam tinh vé&i Elizabeth Draper.

BA 12 vor clia mot vién chirc Cong ty Pong An ltc biy gior
(thang Ba 1767), dong tai An Do. Ba cudi 6ng ndm 14 tudi,
lac @6 6ng 34. Sterne glri cho ba nhitng cudn sach clia ong,
va c6 y gri ban tay va con tim ctia 6ng theo cung. Mwdi “Blrc
thw gtri Eliza” 1én tiéng cho duc vong bubn sau cudi cling clia
mot ngwdi dan 6ng chét mon vi bénh lao. “Pung ddy, toi da
95 vé mit thé trang, con em chi 25;... nhwng diéu téi thiéu
noi strc tré thi toi sé bu dip lai bang tri Iy va tinh than phin
chin. Swift yéu Stella, Scarron yéu Maintenon, hay Wallet yéu
Sacharissa, ciing khong bang toi day sé yéu va ca ngoi em,
ngudi vor dwge chon ctia t6i!” - bdi 1€ “ver toi khong thé song
1au”.> Mwdi phut sau khi dwa birc thw nay di, 6ng bi con xuét
huyét tram trong, va 6ng chay mau cho dén bdn gio sang.
Théng Tw 1767, phu nhan Draper, dwgc ngudi chong goi dén,
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da giong budm di An Do. Tir ngdy 13 thang Tw dén 4 thang
Tam, Sterne duy tri m6t badn “Nhéat ky gri Eliza”, mot “ban
nhét ky ghi nhirng cam giac khd dau cia mot ngwdi bi lia xa
mot Quy ba ma hdi nhém cida ba la thir 6ng ta nan long.” “Toi
s& don nhan em theo bat ki diéu kién nao, Eliza! Toi sé... rat
w cOng bang, rt w t té v&i em, tdi sé xrng dang khong bi
kho dau tir day trér di”*3 Trong ban nhat ky dé ngay 21 thang
Tuw: “Trat ra 12 ounce mau”. Bac si bdo 6ng bi giang mai; 6ng
phan déi cho diéu d6 la “khong thé... béi t6i khong c6 quan
hé nao v&i chuyén duc tinh - ¢ véi v tdi ciing khong... trong
15 ndm nay”. “Chung ta sé khong tranh lun vy nay”, vi bac si
ndi, “nhwng 6ng phai chiu mot lieu thuy ngan”.* Nhirng béc
si khac x4c nhan chin dodn nay; nguwdi ta trdn an 6ng rdng
“nhitng mim bénh clia mau da ndm im im 20 nim”. Ong
nhwong bd, van qua quyét vé dirc hanh ctia minh.

Té1 thang Sau 6ng phuc hoi, va quay vé Coxwold. Trong
lac viét A Sentimental Journey, 6ng mac thém nhiéu con
xuat huyét, va nhan ra minh khong con sdéng dwgc bao lau.
Ong t&i London, chirng kién quyén sach nhé dwoc xudt ban
(thang Hai 1768), va lan cubi cung tan hwdng tinh cdm khong
hé stt gidm clia ban bé. Nhw Tristram goi nhic Rebelais,
quyén sach m&i nay phan anh strc anh hwdng ting dan cta
Richardson va Rousseau. Nhwng dtc hanh ctia Sterne kém
phén hién nhién hon Richardson, va nwéc mat cta 6ng kém
néng béng va thanh that hon Rousseau. C6 1& chinh cudn
sach nay, va cubn The Man of Feeling (Ngwdi dan 6ng da tinh)
clia Henry Mackenzie, von 1a nhitng cu6n lam cho sentiment
va sentimental tr& thanh nhitng ch thoi thwgng & Anh.
Byron nghi réng Sterne “thich than van trwéc con lira chét
hon 14 1am yén 10ng ngwdi me dang song”.’s

Trong khi tin hwdng khic khai hoan sau cudi ctia minh
& London, 6ng bi cam, rdi bi viém mang phdi. Ong bién cho
phu nhan James mdt btrc thw dang thirong nhé ba cham séc
Lydia néu phu nhéan Sterne qua doi. Cai chét dén véi 6ng

237



Will va Ariel Durant

ngay 18 thang Ba 1768, trong mét quéan tro & phé Old Bond,
khong than httu nao ké canh. Ong Itc 4y 52 tudi. Ong c6 trong
minh chdt it tinh lang bam, va ty bién minh thanh “mot ké
sac s¢ trrdrc mat moi ngwdi”; nhwng ta c6 thé hiéu tinh nhay
cam cua 6ng v&i dan ba, va trang thai cing thdng ma cudc
ho6n nhan bat hanh da 4p 1én mot ngwdi dan 6ng co tri gidc
tinh t& va c6 tai nghé thanh nha dén thé. Ong chiu nhiéu khé
dau, cho di nhiéu tht, va viét nén mot trong nhirng cudn sach
di ki nhat trong lich st van chwong.

III. Fanny Burney

Mot ngudi dan ba canh tranh v&i thanh cong ctia 6ng & mang
van chwong trong thdi gian ngdn ngti. Ba sinh ndm 1752,
con gai cia Charles Burney, st gia &m nhac trong twong lai.
Ba dwoc dwdng duc trén nhirng nét nhac thay vi chi* nghia;
cho dén nam tdm tudi ba van khong doc chir dworc;'® khong
ai dam mo twé'ng chuyén ba sé thanh mot nha van. Me chét
khi Frances 1én chin. Vi hau hét tat ca cAc nhac si trinh dién
& London déu t&i chd cha ba, va thu hat vao né mot phan
16 gi¢i tinh anh, Family tiép nhan hoc vin bang cach ling
nghe tir ngi* va &m nhac. Ba tredng thanh cham, tinh bén
1én va chat phac, va méit 40 ndm mdi tim dwgc tdm chong.
Culn tiéu thuyét trix danh ctia ba dwore xuat ban (thang Mot
1778) vao ltc ba 25 tudi, va khi 4y, ba rat dbi s¢ hai chuyén
cudn sach sé 1am phat 1ong cha ba dén mirc ba gidu di danh
tinh cta minh. Evelina, or A Young Lady’s Entrance into the
World (Evelina, hay chuyén ngw¢i thiéu nir bwéc chin vao
doi) da khudy dong it nhiéu x6n xao. Tinh nic danh diy 1én
nhiéu hiéu ki; dan tinh don rdng mot c6 gai 17 da viét cudn
nay. Johnson, ngudi dwec ca ngei trong phan dé twa, da
ca ngoi cudn sach, va gi¢i thiéu no cho tién si Burney. Phu
nhan Thrale than phién rang cudn sich ngan quéa. Khi phu
nhan Thrale biét dworc bi mat, chuyén nay lan khap London;
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Fanny tré thanh mét tiéng gam 1&'n trong xa hoi; moi ngwdi
déu doc sach cua ba, va “ngudi cha tir té va tn tuy nhét cta
t6i rat ddi vui mirng trong sy mrng vui ctia t6i”.”

Tai nghé clia ba ndm & 16i miéu ta, véi ki ¢c con veong
lai va tri twéng twong sinh dong, vé cach thé gi¢i ctia xa hoi
London hién ra treé’c mat moét cd bé 17 mo coi, ngwdi dwoe
nudi ndng trong can nha muc sw thon qué, hoan toan khac
vo1 Laurence Sterne. R6 rang Fanny ciing xtic ddng trwérc
man dién cta Garrick, va ¢6 cdm giac nhw Evelina bién thw
cho ngwdi bdo ho minh: “D& dang lam sao! bao tinh hoat
bat trong cung cach! bao duyén dang trong cac cr dong! bao
nhiét khi va § nghia trong d6i mat 6ng!... Va khi 6ng khiéu vi,
0i, t6i ganh ti voi Clarinda lam sao! Toi gan nhw wére gi c6 thé
nhay 1én sin khau va nhip bon ciing ho.”*® London, mdi mét
trirére bao té nan, cam thiy dwoc gbt rira nho con gioé twoi
mat théi dén tir nhirng trang sach tré trung nay.

Cuén tiéu thuyét trir danh mot thoi nay da chét, nhung
nhat ky ma Fanny gitr bén minh hay con 1a mdt phan song
dong cta van chwong va lich si¢ nwéc Anh, béi 1€ né6 mang
dén mot cai nhin gan giii vé nhirng minh tinh by gi¢ ti
Johnson va George III dén Herschel va Napoléon. Vwong hau
Charlotte cit c6 Burney lam ngwoi gitt ao choang clia minh
(1786), va trong 5 nam tiép theo d6, Fanny phu trach chuyén
mic do va cdi dd cho Virong hau. Cudc song han ché va han
hep gan nhw bop nghet con ngudi tac giad trong ba; sau rot,
ban bé da giai ctru ba, va ndm 1793, tudi thanh xuan da qua
di, ba ce¢i mot ngwdi lwu vong khuynh gia bai san, Twé'ng
d’Arblay. Ba nudi 6ng bang tac phdm va thu nhap ctia minh;
trong 10 ndm, ba séng cuing 6ng & Phap trong sw lang quén
ctia ngwdi dor, bi ¢ 1ap bédi sy manh liét ca nhirng cudc
chién cdch mang va nhirng cudc chién Napoléon. Nam 1814,
ba dwoc phép vé Anh va nhan l&i chic phic sau cudi cta
ngudi cha, ngudi chét & tudi 88. Ba song ty than dén tubi
d6, chim vao mdt thé gi¢i khac, khong nhan ra la Jane Austen
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trir danh (chét ndm 1817) da 14y cdm hirng tir nhitng cudn
tiéu thuyét bi bd quén ctia mot quy ba bi bd quén, nguwdi hay
cOn séng vao nam 1840.

IV. Horace Walpole

“Thé gidi nay”, 6ng néi, “la mot v& hai kich cho nhirng ai
suy nghi, mdt v& bi kich cho nhirng ai c6 xic cdm.”*® Thé la
ong hoc cach cudi truede thé gidi, thAm chi gay cwdi doi véri
c&n bénh gt ctia minh. Ong ghi chép theo bién nién thoi dai
minh, nhwng khong dinh liu v&i né. Ong 14 con trai cia mot
vi tht twéng, nhung khong thich thi chuyén chinh tri. Ong
yéu dan ba, tir Fanny Burney dén cac vi nit dai cong twérc,
nhung 6ng khong cé ai trong s6 d6 lam v¢, ciing nhw lam
nguwdi tinh (theo nhw ching tdi biét 1a vay). Ong hoc triét,
nhwng nghi céc triét gia 1a nhirng mo6i tai wong va budn chan
ctia thé ky. Mot tac gid ong hAm mo khong chut dé dit béi
cung céach tinh nha va tai nghé chan thit cta ba - phu nhan
de Sévigné; chi minh ba la ngwdi 6ng tim cach canh tranh; va
néu nhirng btrc thw ctia 6ng khong bat dwgc vé mé hodc va
duyén dang twoi vui cia ba, thi chting, hon han may btrc thw
cta ba, tré thanh mot phan lich st sdng cho mot théi dai. Du
ong goi chung la bién nién st clia Bedlam,* 6ng viét chung
that cédn trong, hy vong rang mot s6 birc thw trong d6 sé cho
ong mdot ngdc ngach trong ky &rc con ngudi; bdi 1é ngay ca
mot triét gia cam chiu myc rira ciing thdy kho long chdp nhan
sy lang quén.

Horatio (dwgc rira t6i ndm 1717) 1a ngwdi con nhd nhat
trong s6 ndm ngwdi con cua Sir Robert Walpole, vi thu twéng
gan da hy sinh danh tiéng minh @€ chon l4y hoa binh thay vi
chién tranh, nhung gan nhw khong tén hai danh tiéng khi
chudng viéc ngoai tinh hon chuyén mét vor mét chong.® Co
1& dé b4o thi ngwdi vor dau ciia dng, nhirng ké tan chuyén cod
mot thoi cho rang cha ctia Horace 1a Carr, Huan twéc Hervey,
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anh trai cta John éo 13, Huan twéc Hervey x& Ickworth -
nguwdi cdo budc Sir Robert tdi rdp tAm quyén ri Quy phu
nhin Hervey.** Nhitng s vu nay qua dbi réi ram dé nguoi
thoi nay phan xtr; chung téi chi c6 thé néi rang Horace dworc
nhirng ngwdi ba con nudi dwdng ma khong bi quy t6i la ¢
cha me bit chinh. Ong bi Thu twéng d6i dii bing vé they
o ludn ban ron, va (6ng bao ching ta) 6ng dwgc ngudi me
“nuéng chiéu” bang “long yéu thwong cyc 46”2 Ong 1a mot
cau bé khoi ngo, va dn van nhr mot 6ng hoang, nhwng dng
gy go va rut ré, va nhay cdm nhw mot cd bé. Khi me 6ng chét
(1737) nhiéu nguwoi so rang chang thanh nién 20 tudi sé chét
vi dau budn. Sir Robert an Ui 6ng bing nhitng chirc vu dn
khong ngoi roi trong chinh phu gitp chi tra cho y phuc dep,
161 sOng tao nha, va b swu tap nghé thuat dit tién. Horace
cho dén cu6i doi vin mang 1ong thit hdn 4m i d6i véi ngwdi
cha, nhwng ludn bao vé cho chinh kién cta cha minh.

N&m lén 10, 6ng dwec gri dén tredrng Eton, tai d6, 6ng hoc
tiéng Latin va Ph4p vin va két giao bang hiru véi thi si Gray.
O tubi 17, 6ng vao tredng King’s College, Cambridge; tai d6
6ng hoc Y van, va tiém nhiém ti nhién than luan tir Conyers
Middleton. & tudi 22, khong 14y tim bing nao, dng 1én dwdong
cling Gray lam mot chuyén quanh Y va Phap. Sau mot thoi
gian phiéu bat, ho ngu 15 thang & mot biét thy phong cach
Firenze lam khach ctia dai bién Anh Qudc Sir Horace Mann.
Walpole va Mann khong bao gi¢ gdp lai, nhwng ho trao do6i
thw tir sudt 45 nim tiép sau d6 (1741-1785). O Reggio Emilia,
Gray va Walpole tranh céi, b&i Horace da trd hét cac hoa don,
va thi si khong tha th cho sy chu d4o bé trén cua con trai
clia ngwdi dang cai tri nwéc Anh. Hoi twdng lai, Horace nhdn
lanh 1&i trach: “Téi khi dy qué tré, qua thich chuyén di tréch
16i,... say swa qua ddi béi sy chieu chudng, hw do, va sy xac
xwoc trong tinh thé cda toi,... dén mirc khong thé khong ngéd
lo va khong cadm thdy nhirng cdm giac clia ngwdi ma t6i nghi
& dwdi toi; chia nguwedi, toi ngwong khi ndi vy, ma toi biét la
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ham on t6i.”*¢ Ho chia tay; Walpole suyt chét vi héi han, hoic
viém hong; 6ng stra soan cho Gray lén dwdorng vé nha. Ho hoa
giai nam 1745, va hau hét cac bai tho ctia Gray dwoc xuit ban
b&i nha in clia Walpole tai Strawberry Hill. Trong khi d6, &
Venezia, Walpole lam mau cho mot btrc chan dung nhat mau
dang yéu do Rosalba Carriera vé.

Trudc khi téi Anh (ngay 12 thang Chin 1741), Walpole
dwoc bau vao Nghi vién. Tai d6, 6ng c6 bai dién van khiém
cung va vo ich chéng lai sy d6i dich von mang lai hoi két
cho ndi cac lau ndm va thanh céng ctia ngwdi cha. Ong dwoc
bau vao Nghi vién thwong xuyén cho dén nam 1767, lac dng
tw nguyén ruat khoi cac hoat dong chinh tri. Nhin chung 6ng
ung hd cwong linh ty do cta phai Whig: 6ng khéang lai sy
m¢ rong quyén lyc hoang gia, khuyén nghi nén thod hiép
v&i Wilkes, va chi trich ché do no 1é (1750) 9 nadm trwéc khi
Wilberforce sinh ra. Ong chdng sw giai phéng vé chinh tri d6i
véi tin d6 Cong gido ngwdi Anh v&i nguyén cé rang “nhirng
ké theo Gido hoang va ti do 14 hai tht xung d6t nhau”.> Ong
tir khwére vu chéng lai Dao luat Tem cta xr My,?® nhung 6ng
bdo vé cho tuyén xwng ctia cac thudc dia x& Mi doi tw do,
va tién bao rang dinh cao k€ tiép cia van minh sé 1a & My.>
“Ngoai trir Machiavel thi ai,” dng viét (1786), “cé thé gid vor
ring ta c6 chat quyén nao d6i véi mot tic ddt An D627 Ong
ghét chién tranh, va khi anh em nha Montgolfier lam chuyén
bay bang khi cAu dau tién (1783), 6ng mang long kinh hai ma
tién do4n rang chién tranh roi s mé rong 1én trén troi. “Toi
hy vong”, 6ng viét, “nhirng khdi co hoc méi nay sé chi la mén
d6 choi cho ké hoc thirc hay ké nhan ha, va khéng bi chuyén
d6i thanh nhitng cd may huy diét chiing tdc con nguwdi, nhw
thwong thdy & tredng hop ngudi ta c6 nhirng cai tién hay
khédm phé trong khoa hoc.”*

Thiy minh thwdng hay & phe thua cudc, 6ng quyét dinh
danh phan lén thoi giy & mién qué. Nam 1747, ong thué
5 mau dit va mdt can nha nho gan Twickenham. Hai nam
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sau d6 6ng mua dién san nay, va bién can nha theo kiéu tin
Gothic - nhw ta da thdy. Bén trong toa lau dai theo 16i trung
6 nay, 6ng quy tu nhiéu mén d6 khéc nhau, toan nhirng thi
cao quy vé mat nghé thuat hay lich si; chidng may chdc nha
6ng 1a mot vién bao tang can dén mot danh ba. O mot cin
phong, dng 13p xwdng in, tai d6 6ng xuit ban 34 cudn sach
6 hinh thtrc trang nha, bao gdbm ca sach ctia minh. Cha yéu
ttr Strawberry Hill ma 6ng gtri di 3.601 birc thw nay van con.
Ong c6 hang tram ngwdi ban, tranh cai véi gan nhw tit ca
bon ho, lam lanh, va t& té trong chirng muyc cho phép clia
tinh khi cau kinh méng manh ctia 6ng. Hang ngay, 6ng dem
banh mi va stta cho bon séc, vén hay ve van 6ng. Ong git gin
chtrc vy dn khong ngoi roi clia minh va xoay x¢& thém nira,
nhwng khi ngwdi em ho Henry Conway bi thai hoi, Walpole
dé nghi chia phan thu nhép cho 6ng ta.

Ong c6 ca nghin 18i IAm, ma Macaulay ti mi tap hop lai
trong mot bai tiéu ludn sic sdo va khong bao dung. Walpole 1a
ngwdi pht phiém, wa lam ron, thich gidu giém, tinh khi that
thwong, ty hao td tién minh, va mang long kinh t&'m nhirng
ngwdi ba con. Tinh hai hwéc cia dng c6 xu huéng chdm biém
kém theo 1 gay git. Ong mang theo xudng m, va mang vao
lich s chinh minh, bao 1&i khinh miét d6i véi tit cd nhirng
ai dy phin vao chuyén trudt phé ngudi cha ctia 6ng. Ong
thworng c6 thién kién ghé gém, nhw trong miéu ta cia 6ng vé
Quy phu nhan Promfret3® hodc Quy phu nhan Mary Wortley
Montagu.?' Véc ddng manh mai ctia 6ng khién 6ng c6 khuynh
hwéng theo 161 cia mot tay tai tir. Néu Diderot, trong cum
tir soi sdng chia Sainte-Beuve, 1a ngwdi mang chat Dirc nhét
trong s& nhitng ngudi Phap, thi Walpole 12 ngwdi mang chat
Phép nhét trong s6 nhirng ngudi Anh.

Ong boc triec khong kiéng s gi vé nhitng s& thich va
quan diém la thwong cta minh; 6ng nghi Vergilius chan
chwdng, va tat nhién, ca Richardson 1an Sterne; 6ng goi Dante
14 “mdt tay Giam li & Bedlam”3* Ong lam ra v& bi béi tit ca cac
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tac gia, va khang khang, nhw Congreve, rang 6ng viét nhw
mot quy 6ng phuc vu cho tht vui chinh minh, ch& khéng
phai 1a mot ké lao dong vin chwong phu thudc vao chuyén
ban chit. Do vdy, 6ng bién thw cho Hume réng: “Ong biét &
nwéc Anh ching ta doc cac tic phdm cta hg, nhwng hiém khi
hoac khong bao gior ¢ sy d€ tdm nao dén cic tac gid. Chung
ta nghi ho dworc trd da tién néu sach ho ban dworc, va di nhién
d€ ho & ché nhém hdi ctia ho va cho vao quén lang, theo cach
d6 ta sé khong mudn phién trwéee tinh pht phiém va bat kinh
cta ho... Toi, mot tac gid, phai cong nhan hanh vi nay rat w
hop 1€; bdi sy that chiing ta 1a mét bo lac vo dung nhat dori.”33

Nhung, nhw 6ng thira nhan, 6ng cling la mot tac gid, phu
phiém va man chtr. Budn chén trong toa lau dai, 6ng thdm
hiém qué khi* nhw thé muén nhin chim nhirng géc ré trong
tinh thdn cta minh vao nhirng dwong phan gi¢i phong phu
nhét. Ong thao nén Catalogue of the Royal and Noble Authors
of England (1758; Danh ba nhirng tac gid hoang toc va quyén
quy nuwéc Anh) - dia vi quy toc ctia ho sé la cai c& cho dia vi
tac gid, va nhirng nguwdi dan 6ng hang nhat nhw Bacon va
Clarendon c6 thé dt tw cach. Ong in 300 ban, va dem cho
phén 16n; Dodsley litu lam mot 4n ban 2.000 cudn; ching ban
dwoc ngay, va mang dén cho Walpole danh tiéng dén mtrc han
sé lam 6ng treo c8 vi ngwong. Ong lam tram trong thém tinh
cadnh bé mit ctia minh bang 5 quyén Anecdotes of Painting in
England (1762-1771; Nhitng giai thoai vé hdi hoa & Anh), mét
hop tuyén cubn hat ma Gibbon c6 11 ngei khen.

Nhuw thé hoi phuc sinh lyc tir viéc nghién ctru lao nhoc
nhw vy, Walpole sang tdc mot tic phdm lang man trung co,
The Castle of Otranto (1764; Lau dai Otranto), n6 thanh me dé
clia hang nghin truyén vé nhirng ky quan va ndi kinh hoang
siéu nhién. Ong két hop bi 4n véi lich st trong Historic Doubts
on the Life and Reign of King Richard III (Nhirng h6 nghi lich
st vé cudc dovi va tribu dai cia Quéc vwong Richard 1II). Ong
cho ring, nhw nhitng ngwdi khic sau minh, Richard bi truyén
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théng va Shakespeare phi bang; Hume va Gibbon cho nhirng
luan c ctia 6ng la thiéu thuyét phuc. Ong lip lai ching cho
dén ngay chét. Chuyén sang nhitng sy kién ma ong c6 hiéu
biét thyc tién, 6ng viét hoi ky vé trieu George II va George
III; chiing soi sdng nhwng thién léch. Bi cdm ti trong nhirng
dinh kién cia minh, 6ng c6 mot quan di€ém tam t6i vé thoi
minh: “nhitng vi bd tredng phan trac, nhirng ké yéu nwéc
gia déi, nhirng nghi vién tw man, nhirng 6ng hoang sa doa”34
“Toi thy dat nwéc toi sdp stra lui tan, va khong nguwdi nao
du tri 6c d€ clru vét n6”;3 loi nay dwoe viét ndm 1768, khi
Chatham vira 14p nén D€ quéc Anh. Muwdi bén ndm sau do,
khi Quéc vieong va Huan twéc North dwdng nhw da hty hoai
nd, Walpole két lai: “Chting ta hoan toan bi thoai hba vé moi
mat, diéu ma tdi cho 1a ding thyc déi véi tt cd nhirng nha
nwéc suy tan”;3% mot thé hé sau d6, hon dado nhd nay danh
bai Napoléon. Toan thé nhén loai d6i v&i Walpole dworng nhw
déu 1a bay thu “tAm thwong, doan ménh,... tirc cudi”¥” Ong
khong thdy niém an i noi ton gido. Ong Gng hd Gido hoi
Dwong quyén, bdi né chdng d& cho chinh pht tra lwong cho
nhitng cong viéc ngdi khong clia 6ng, nhwng dng thing thian
goi minh la ké vo dao.3® “Toi bat ddu nghi rang chirng dién 1a
van dé, va khong thé bi hoai diét. Hoai diét hinh thirc ctia nd,
no6 khoac 1én hinh thtrc khac.”s?

C6 thoi gian, 6ng twdng minh ¢6 thé tim dwgc ngudn
kich thich & Phap (thang Chin, 1765). TAt ca nhirng canh ctra
m¢ ra véi Ong; phu nhan du Deffand dén chao 6ng nhw mot
si thay thé cho d’Alembert. Ba lic d6 68 tudi, Walpole 48,
nhung khodng cach d6 bién mét khi hai tdm hén dong cam
gdp nhau trong sy triu mén ddi trao niém tuyét vong. Ba hai
long khi biét Walpole dong y v&i hau hét nhirng gi Voltaire
no6i, nhwng sé sdn sang chiu tréi chi d€ ngan 6ng ta ndi ra
diéu 4y; bdi 1é dng phéat run khi nghi nhirng gi sé xay dén voi
cac chinh pht chau Au néu Kitd gido sup d6. Ong phan ddi
Voltaire, nhung dng ché giéu Rousseau. Chinh & chuyén di nay
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t&i Paris ma ong bién birc thw, dwoc cho la tir Friedrich Dai
dé, moi Rousseau dén Berlin dé thwdng thirc thém nhitng
man bach hai. “Nhitng ban thw nay lan nhanh nhw lra”, va
“nhin t6i hop mét day nay!”# - 6ng k€ tyc Hume tré thanh
béc dai gia & cac khach sanh. Ong hoc cach yéu mén tinh than
hao hirng twoi vui va nhin tdm cda Paris, nhung 6ng thiy
long an Ui khi phéat hién “ngwdi Phép dé tién gdp mwdi 1an so
v&i [ngwoi Anh] ching ta”.#

Sau khi vé nha (ngay 22 thang Tw 1766) dng bit dau trao
doi thw tlir mot thoi gian dai véi phu nhin du Deffand. Chiing
ta sé thiy sau d6 6ng budn phién nhw thé nao vi s¢ réng tinh
cam ctia ba khién 6ng tré nén nyc cwrdi; tuy vy co 18 dé gap
lai ba ma 6ng tré lai Paris trong cidc nam 1767, 1769, 1771,
1775. Tinh yéu cta ba khién dng quén di tudi tAc cha Ong,
nhwng céi chét clia Gray (ngay 30 thang Bay 1771) lam 6ng
nhé dén céi chét twong lai cda minh. Ong ngac nhién véi
chinh minh khi séng dén tan ndm 1797. Ong khéng phai lo
toan gi vé tai chinh; ndm 1784 6ng c6 khoan thu nhap 8.000
bang (200.000 ddla My?) mdt nam;** va vao nam 1791, 6ng
ké tuc chtrc vi Huan twéc Orford. Nhwng can bénh gut clia
ong, von bat dau tir ndm 6ng 25 tudi, tiép tuc la con khd nio
ctia 6ng cho dén cudi doi. Déi luc, ching ta dwgc ké rdng, cac
vét xwée bét dau tich tu khip cac ngén tay 6ng.#3 Ong dan trér
nén kho né va ctrng do trong nhirng ndm cudi dori, va d6i khi,
ong can dwoc ngwdi hiu bé tir phong nay sang phong no;
nhwng 6ng tiép tuc lam viéc va viét, va khi khach dén tham
nha, ho kinh ngac triéc vé hao htrng sdng r& trong d6i mat
ong, vé lanh lgii noi ¢ chi nha nhan, vé twoi vui noi giong
noi, vé hoat bat va ranh mach noi tri 6c 6ng. Gin nhw hang
ngay, nhitng con ngwdi 16i lac dén thdm cin nha trr danh
cung b6 swu tap da dang cdc mén cia 6ng; Hannah More nam
1786, Vwrong hau Charlotte nam 1795.

Tuy vay, khéng phdi & Strawberry Hill, ma chinh tai
ngdi nhd thi thanh & Berkeley Square ma 6ng qua doi,
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ngay 2 thang Ba 1797, & tudi 8o. Nhw thé hdi tiéc chuyén
nhitrng tap hoi ky va nhirng btrc thw ca 6ng chira dyng qua
nhiéu dong gay git, 6ng ra lénh cit khéa ban thdo trong mot
cai reong khong dwgc mé ra “cho dén khi Huén twére dé nhat
x(r Waldegrave dén tuéi 35 yéu cau mé n6”.# Thé la nhirng tap
hoi ky d6 chi bit dau dwoc xuit ban trong ndm 1822 vé sau,
khi tit cA nhirng ai c6 thé bi xtic pham déu da qua doi. Mot
s birc thw dwgc xuit ban nam 1778, thém mot s birc thw
dwoc xult ban trong cAc nam 1818, 1849, 1857... Toan thé thé
giti doc sach Anh ngir déu c6 nhirng ngwdi doc tirng chir mot
cta nhitng birc thw nay, nhirng ngudi tran quy ching, xem dé
thudc vé nhirng di san thi vi nhét trong thé ki sing soi nay.

V. Edward Gibbon

“Céc str gia gidi”, Walpole bién thw cho mot trong sé ho,
Robertson, “thudc hang khan hiém nhéit trong s tit ca cac
cay but, va khong lay gi 1am ngac nhién! Mot van phong hay
14 diéu khong qué thwong théy; thong tin thdu déo hay con la
diéu hiém c6 hon nira; va néu nhirng diéu nay hoi ty, thi that
tinh c& néu nhw tinh vo tw c6 thé dwore thém vao d6!4 Gibbon
hoan toan khéng dap ¢ng dwoc phép thir cudi, nhwng cing
twong tw 1a treong hop cta Tacitus, ngwdi duy nhét c6 thé
drng ngang hang ciing dng trong sd cac st gia kiét xudt.

1. Stra soan

Gibbon viét hodc khdi sy 6 ban ty truyén, by tic phdm ma
ngwdi quan 1y di cdo clia 6ng, B4 twéc dé nhét xtr Sheffield,
xau lai thanh tr tic dan khit dén phi thwdng, nhwng dworc
tinh loc qua mtrc, mang tén Memoirs (1796; Nhirng hoi ky),
doi khi con dwoc biét véi tén Autobiography (Ty truyén).
Gibbon con duy tri nhat ky, kh&i sy vao nadm 1761 va tiép tuc
dwéi nhitu tiéu dé khac nhau cho dén ngay 28 thang Mot
1763. Nhitng ngudn tw liéu so cap nay, von cho thdy buérc tién
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cta 6ng, da dwoc danh gia la kha chinh xac, ngoai trir phan
dong déi ctia dng.

Ong danh 8 trang néu chi tiét mot dong toc 16i lac; nhitng
nha pha hé hoc tan nhan da ti€p nhan thong tin nay tir 6ng.*®
Ong noi 6ng, Edward Gibbon I, ngwdi nim trong ban giam déc
cia Cong ty Nam Hai (South Sea Company), ngwi bi bt vi toi
lam quyén sau khi vu “Bong béng” (Bubble) né tung (1721). Vé
co’ ngoi cia minh, ma éng wéc tinh gia 106.543 bang, tat thay
déu bi tich bién ngoai trir 10.000 bang; vé chuyén nay, vi str gia
cho chiing ta biét, 6ng “dwng 1én mot dinh thw tir khéi gia san
m&i... khong kém canh nhiéu 1dm so vé&i cai dau tién”#” Ong
khong tan thanh chuyén két hon ctia con trai minh, Edward II;
do vy, di chiic ctia 6ng dé lai phan 16n cla cai cho hai ngwdi
con gai, Catherine va Hester. Con gai cta Catherine cui
Edward Eliot, ngwdi nay sau d6 mua mot ghé & Nghi vién cho
Edward Gibbon III; Hester tré thanh ngwdi ham mo giau c6
cta William Law,*® va lam ndo 10ng ngwdi chau trai cia minh
mot thoi gian boi cai chét tri hodn ctia ba. Edward 11 dwgc Law
day kém, qua dwoc truwedrng Winchester va Cambridge, cwéi
Judith Porten, va c6 sdu mit con, trong s6 d6 chi moéi Edward
III s6ng qua dwoc tubi du tho.

Ong sinh ra tai Putney & Surrey, ngay 8 thang Nam 1737.
Me 6ng chét ndm 1747 lic dang mang thai lan th& bay.
Ngwdi cha chuyén téi mét dién trang nong thon tai Buriton,
& Hampshire, cich London 58 dam, dé thang bé lai cho mot
ngwdi co chim lo trong cin nha ctia 6ng ndi tai Putney. O
d6, vi hoc gid twong lai tin dung thw vién day sach. Nhirng
can bénh thwdong xuyén ctia 6ng lam ngdt quang chuyén hoc
tai tredng Winchester, nhwng 6ng ldp day quang thdi gian
tinh dwdng bang viéc ham hé doc sach, hau hét la sach st,
d#c biét vé viing Can Dong. “Mahomet va nhirng Saracen ctia
ong ta som khién cho toi cha y dén;... téi dwoc dan dat tir
cudn ndy sang cudn no, cho dén khi t6i, lam mot vong quanh
lich st Pong phwong. Trwdc khi 16 tudi toi da tat can tat cd
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nhirng thir c6 thé hoc dwgc bang tiéng Anh vé dan A Rap va
dan Ba Tw, Tartar va Th6.”# Do vy, nhitng chwong sach 1i
tha d6 1a vé Muhammed va nhing vi khalifah [caliph], va
cong cugc thau tom Constantinopolis.

Khi & tudi 15, dng dwoc gvi dén treong Magdalen College,
Oxford, “toi dén v&i mot kho hoc van uyén tham han 1a gay
khon d6n cho mot vi tién si, va ciing v&i mirc vO tri ma cd mot
nam sinh hén ciing 14y lam x4u hé vi n6”. Ong 6m yéu dén
mirc khong thé tham gia thé thao, qua rut ré dé€n mirc khong
thé hoa nhap dé& dang vé&i nhitng sinh vién khac. Ong hén 1a
mot ngwdi hoc ¢6 thién tw hgp véi mot gidng sw gidi. Nhwng,
dt hdm hé hoc tap, 6ng thiy khong gido sw nao ham hé day.
HAau hét phan khoa déu cho phép cac hoc gia ctia minh tham
gia giang day hay khong, va cho phép ho gianh nira thdi gicr
dé chiéu theo “nhirng cdm db clia sy nhan ha”5° Ho budng
lung theo “nhirng dieu bat 1€ tiét noi hanh vi, hdi nhom bat
héo, gi¢ gidc tré trang, va phi ton thiéu than trong” - ngay ca
nhirng chuyén di t&i Bath hay London. Tuy viy, 6ng “qua tré
va bén 1én d€ ma tin huwdng, nhw mot ngwdi Oxford nam tinh
& phé, cac ttru diém va nha chira & quan Covent Garden”*

Nhitng thanh vién trong phan khoa hét thay déu la gido s,
nhirng ngwdi day va mac nhién thira nhan Ba mwoi chin Tin
diéu ctia Gido hdi Anh. Gibbon la nguoi thich gay go va chat
van cac thdy. Deong nhw dng thiy rdng, Kinh Thanh va lich
s bién minh cho Gido hoi Cong gido & sy tuyén xwng vé mot
ngudn coi thiéng liéng. Mot ngudi quen bén Cong gido kiém
mua dwoc cho 6ng nhitng quyén sach gay x6n xao, chinh
yéu 1a cudn Exposition de la foi catholique (Twong giai vé
tin ngwdng Cong gido) va Histoire des variations des Eglises
protestantes (Lich st vé nhirng bién thé cua Gido hoi Tin
Lanh) ctia Bossuet; nhitng cudn nay “khién t6i dat dworc sy
cai dao, va toi chic chan sa ngad bédi ban tay cao quy”.s* Véi sy
két 1dng tudi tré, dng xwng t6i trieére mét linh muc Cong gido,
va dwoc nhan vao Gido hdi La Ma (ngay 8 thang Sau 1753).
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Ong bao cho cha biét, va khong ngac nhién khi dwore goi vé
nha, bdi Oxford khong chip nhén c6 sinh vién Cong gido, va,
theo Blackstone, b&1i 1& mot tin @6 Tin Lanh cai sang Cong gido
La Madla “sir boi phan ghé g&'m”. Ngwdi cha bi xtic pham voi va
day chang trai dén Lausanne, va sdp dit cho con minh & cling
mot muc sw Calvin. Tai d6, Edward thoat dau s6ng véi tAm
trang budng binh dén rau ri. Nhung M. Pavilliard, du khong
nuodng chiéu, lai 1a ngwoi tie t€, va thang bé dan dan cdm dwoc
tdm long noi 6ng. Hon nira, vi muc sw 1a mot hoc gid ¢6 dién
ctr khoi. Gibbon nhanh chéng hoc doc va viét chir Phap nhw
ch Anh, va dé dang thy dic dwoc Latinh van dén d6 thuan
thuc. Chéng may chéc, 6ng dwoc don nhan vao nhitng gia
dinh hoc thtrc, noi do, cung cach va nhirng cudc dam thoai
chinh 1 sy gi4do duc t6t hon nhirng gi Oxford da day 6ng.

Khi Phap ngir cia minh ting tién, 6ng cdm nhan dwoc
nhirng lan gi6 duy li ctia Phap thoi vao Lausanne. Khi méi 20
tudi (1757) dng mang 1ong vui thich di xem nhirng vé kich
do Voltaire mang dén & Monrion gan d6. “P6i lac toi uéng
rou voi cac dién vién”s3 Ong gip Voltaire, 6ng bit dau doc
Voltaire, 6ng doc tac phdm moi ra lic d6 cia Voltaire c6 nhan
dé Essai sur lhistoire générale (Essai sur les moeurs) (Luin
vé lich st tdng quat) (Luan vé phong tuc). Ong nghién ngdm
Esprit des lois (1748; Tinh than phép luat) cia Montesquieu,
va Considérations sur les causes de la grandeur des Romains
et de leur décadence (1734; Khdo vé nguyén nhan thinh suy
cta La M4) tr®& thanh diém khéi dau cta cudn Decline and
Fall. & bat ki treorng hop nao thi dnh hwdng ctia nhirng triét
gia Phap, cong thém vao phan doc cta 6ng vé Hume va tw
nhién than luin Anh, d4 1am suy mon niém tin Kit6 gido ciing
nhw niém tin Cong gido ctia Gibbon, va sy thang loi cia M.
Pavilliard dé6i v&i trao Cai cdch (Reformation) da bi x6a sach
do Gibbon 4m tham tiép nhan trao Khai minh.

Trong cung ndm (1757), ngwdi ta han da ho héi khi gap
ca Voltaire 1an Suzanne Curchod. Ba khi d6 20 tudi, téc vang,
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xinh xdn, twoi tén, va séng cling cha me ngwdi Tin Lanh tai
Crassy, cach Lausanne 4 dim. Ba 1a tinh than dan dao trong
Hoi Xuan (Société du Printemps) - mot nhom 15, 20 c6 gai tré
gdp nhau & nha mot ngwdi cung hét ca, nhdy mda, dién hai
kich, va khon khéo tan tinh cic chang trai; Gibbon trin an
ching ta rdng “sy trinh bach ctia ho chwa bao gi¢ bi hoen &
b&i lan hoi cda tai tiéng hay sy ho nghi”. Hay dé 6ng ké cau
chuyén nay.

Trong nhirng lan ghé thdm ngén ngti dén nha cic ho hang
& Lausanne, tri 6c, vé dep va sy uyén bac cua phu nhin
Curchod la cha dé cho moi nguwdi tan thwdng. Tin vé mot
bac ky tai nhw thé 1am thiec tinh sy hiéu ki ctia t6i; t6i chirng
kién va yéu mén. To6i thiy nang thong thai ma khong xét
nét, sinh dong trong cudc chuyén tro, thuan khiét trong cam
nghi, va trang nha trong ct chi... Gia sdn cia nang khiém
nhwong, nhwng gia dinh nang dang trong... Nang cho phép
toi dén tham nang do6i ba lan & nha cha nang. Toi c6 dwgc
nhi*rng ngay hanh phtic noi d6... va cha me nang mang long
dai lwong ma khich 1 sy két giao nay... Téi budng lung theo
con mo vé nhirng thang ngay hanh phuac.5

C6é vé nhw ho chinh thic dinh wéc vao thdng Mwdi Mot
1757,% nhwng Suzanne dong y vé&i dieu kién Gibbon hira s6ng
tai Thuyy Si.s

Trong ltic d6 cha dng, tin rdng con trai minh gio day 1a mot
tin d6 Tin Lanh ngoan dao, kéu 6ng vé nha d6n nhan nhirng
ké hoach von da dworc stra soan cho dng. Gibbon khéng héo
hitc chuyén tré vé, bdi nguwdi cha da l1ay ngwoi ver thir hai;
nhwng 6ng tuin 1o cha, va téi London ngay 5 théng Ndm
1758. “T6i sé'm phat hién ra réng, cha t6i khong nghe néi dén
mdi lién két la lung ndy, va biét rang khong dwgc 6ng dong
¥ thi toi day sé 1am cdnh cor cye va vo vong. Sau mot hoi vay
viing dén dau, t6i danh ph6 mic cho s phan. Toi budng tiéng
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thé dai nhw mot ngwdi tinh, t6i tudn ménh nhw mot nguwdi
con.”s” Ong chuyén tiéng thé dai dén Suzanne trong birc thw
dé ngay 24 thang TAm. Cha 6ng dan xép cho dng khoan tién
thwdng nién 300 bang. Nguwdi me ké gy dwoc 1ong cadm kich
noi 6ng do khong sinh con, va chdng may chéc 6ng mang
1ong yéu mén ba. Ong danh phan 1én thu nhap ca minh dé
mua sach, va “dan da lap thanh mot thw vién khéng 16 va
chon loc, lam nén tang cho nhirng tic phdm cua tdi, va niém
an i lén nhat cho cudc séng cha t6i”5°

Ong bit dau tai Lausanne, 6ng két thuc tai Buriton (noi &
clia dng vao mua he), cudn Essai sur 'étude de la littérature
(Lu&n vé van hoc), dwoc xuit bdn & London nam 1761, va &
Genéve ndm 1762. Viét bang tiéng Phap, va cha yéu dé cap
van chwong va triét hoc Phéap, cudn sach khong gy khudy
dong gi & Anh, nhuwng dwoc dén nhan & Luc dia nhw mét
man trinh dién dang cha y déi véi moét thanh nién 22 tudi.
N6 c6 mot sd y twdng dang k€ vé chuyén viét str. “Lich st
cac dé quéc 1a lich st vé ndi théng khé ctia con ngudi. Lich
str ctia tri thirc la lich st vé sy vi dai va hanh phtc cta con
ngwdi... MOt loat nhivng diéu cru xét lam cho loai nghién ctru
sau cung nay la thr quy gia trong mét cda triét gia.”s® Vi 1&
do, “néu cac triét gia khong phai lac nao ciing la st gia, thi it
ra s gia cling nén la triét gia.”®® Trong cudén Memoirs (Hoi
ki), Gibbon néi thém: “Ttr thu® m&i chém hoa nién, t6i da
khao khat c6 dwoce cai khi cach clia mot st gia”®* Ong truy
tam mot cha dé thich hgp véi triét hoc va van chwong ciing
nhuw v&i lich ste. Trong thé ky XVIIL, lich str khong lam ra vé 1a
mot khoa hoc; thay vao d6, n6 mong mai tré thanh mét nghé
thuat. Gibbon cdm th4y chinh & vai trdo mot triét gia va mot
nghé si ma dng mong mudn viét st: d€ dé cap nhirng chu dé
1&n bdng mot goc nhin 16, va dé lam cho tinh canh hén don
tw liéu c6 ¥ nghia triét hoc va hinh thirc nghé thuat.

Dot nhién, tir chdé dang nghién ctru, 6ng dwec kéu goi ra
hanh dong. Trong sudt cudc Chién tranh Bdy nam, nwéc Anh
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lién tuc ndm trong canh c6 nguy co bi Phap xam lwgc. Dé
chuén bi trwére tinh huong khén cip, gi¢i than hao (gentry)
Anh 14p nén mot toan dan quan dé phong vé chong xam ling
hay bao loan. Chi nhitng ngwdi c6 dién san méi dam chire
si quan. Gibbon 6ng ndi va Gibbon cha dwgc bé 1am thiéu ta
va dai Gy vao thang Sau 1759. Edward III gia nhap trung doi
vao thang Sau 1760, va nan trong d6, luc nay lac kia, cho dén
thang Mw&i Hai 1762, chuyén tir doanh trai nay dén doanh trai
no. Ong khong thich hop véi cude séng quan ngi, va “chan
ngan nhirng ngwdi ban linh von khéng c6 kién van cling nhw
phong théi cta quy 6ng.”** Trong lac thyc hién quan vy 6ng
phét hién biu dai minh bi chét dich lam phinh trwong 1én.
“H6m nay (ngay 6 thang Chin 1762) t6i budc tham van 6ng
Andrews, mot bac si gidi phiu, lién quan dén mot 1&i than
phién ma t6i bay lau khong dé §; d6 1a chirng phinh to tinh
hoan trai cha t6i, vén de doa tr¢é thanh mot sy thé nghiém
trong.”®3 Ong dwoc 14y mau va 1am sach rudt, von chi lam éng
nhe nhom tam th&i. Hién twong “tran dich mang tinh” nay
giay vo 6ng cho dén ngay né khién 6ng qua doi.

Ngay 25 thang Mot 1763, 6ng khdi hanh 1am mét chuyén
chu du Luc dia. Ong dirng lai mét thoi gian & Paris, tai d6 6ng
gap d’Alembert, Diderot, Raynal, va nhtrng vi tinh td khac
clia trao Khai minh. “Bén ngay trong mot tudn téi c6 mot
chd ngoi... bén nhirng chiéc ban hiéu khach cta phu nhan
Geoffrin va Boccage, clia Helvétius lirng danh, va ca Nam
twére d’Olbach... Mwdi bon tudn troi qua lac nao khong hay;
nhung néu toi giau va ty lwc dworc t6i c6 thé kéo dai thém
thoi gian cw ngy, va c6 1€ dinh cw ludn, tai Paris.”®

Thang Nam 1763, 6ng t&'i Lausanne, tai d6, 6ng nan lai gan
mot nam. Ong gap phu nhan Curchod, nhung, khi thdy nang
dwoc nhiéu ké ve van, dng khong nhoc cong dé néi lai tinh
bang hitu véi nang. Trong chuyén lwu tra th nhi & Thuy
Si nay, 6ng tha nhan, “nhirng théi quen trong quan ngl va
tim guwong ctia nhitng ban dong hwong da dan du t6i téi 16i
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song vo do dén phoéng tang, va trwdce khi ra di, toi da dang
khi danh mat niém tin ca cong chtng, thir ma tdi da dat
dwoc nhe nhirng thang ngay twoi dep ctia minh.”% Ong mat
di khoan tién dang k€ cho chuyén danh bac. Nhung dng tiép
tuc viéc nghién ctru dé chuin bi sang Y, nghién ngm nhing
tdm huy chwong c6, nhirtng dong xu, nhirng ban hanh trinh
va nhitng tim ban do.

Thang Tw 1764, dng bang qua day Alpes. Ong & Firenze
ba thang, sau d6 di tiép t&i Roma. “Trong chuyén lao dong
thwdng nhat su6t mwdi tdm tuan”, mot kiéu dan Scotland
hwéng dan 6ng gitta mé tan tich ctia thdi ¢6 dién xa xwa.
“Chinh tai Roma, ngay 15 thang Mwdi 1764, khi tdi ngodi suy
tw gitra cac phé tich cta Capitol, trong ltic nhirng vi tu si chan
tran dang hat nhirng bai kinh chiéu & Dién thd Jupiter, ma y
twdng viét vé sy suy vong ctia thanh phd nay thoat tién nay
dén trong tam tri t6i. Nhung ké hoach ban dau ctia téi han ché
trong sy muc rira cia thanh phd thay vi ciia P& qudc nay.”®
Ong di dé&n chd nghi téi sy phan ra dinh ménh nay nhuw 1a
“canh vi dai nhit, c6 18, va dé s¢ nhét trong lich st nhan
loai”.” Sau khi ghé tham Napolia, Padua, Venezia, Vicenza va
Verona, dng qua nga Torino va Lyon va Paris (“mdt quang hai
tudn twoi vui khac”) vé lai London (ngay 25 thang Sau 1765).

Danh phéan Ién thoi gior lac nay tai Buriton, dng tw cho
phép minh chuyén hwéng bat dau viét, bang tiéng Phap, lich
st Thuy Si. Hume, khi xem ban thao d6 & London, da bién
thw cho Gibbon (ngay 24 thang Mwdi 1767) nai ni 6ng hay
dung tiéng Anh, va tién dodn rdang tiéng Anh sé sém vuot
mit tiéng Phdp & pham vi lan tdéa va anh hudng; hon nira,
ong canh b4o Gibbon rang viéc 6ng st dung tiéng Phap da
dan 6ng “dén mot van phong thi vi va bong bdy hon va nhiéu
mau sic hon hén, trong khi ngén ngtr clia ching ta dwong
nhw thich hop v&i nhirng sdn pham lich st.”%® Gibbon sau
d6 thira nhan: “Nhirng th6i quen xa xwa cta toi... khich 1é
toi viét bing tiéng Phap hong phuc vu cho luc dia chau Au,
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nhwng t6i ty ban than y thitc dwgc rdng van phong cla tdi,
trén van xubi va dwéi thi ca, da théai héa thanh mot ban
thuyét gidng dai dong va khoa trwong.”®

Cai chét cta nguoi cha (ngay 10 thang Mwdi Mot 1770)
dé€ lai cho 6ng mot gia san 1on. Thang Mwdi 1772, dng t&i
thwong tra & London. “Ngay khi tdi an cw trong nha va thw
vién ctia minh thi toi bat tay vao chuyén viét tap dau tién ctia
bo stt.””° Ong cho phép minh xao lang nhiéu ban - nhitng budi
chiéu & nha White, tham gia “Cau lac bd” ctia Johnson, nhitrng
chuyén di t&i Brighton, Bath, Paris. Nam 1774 6ng dworc bau
vao Nghi vién tir mot “thi tran trong tGi” (pocket borough) do
mot ngwdi ba con kiém soat. Ong giir im ldng trong suSt miy
cudc ban luan trong Vién Thtt dan. “Téi van con cam ling,”
ong viét (25 thang Hai 1775); “cai nay dit ddi hon tdi twdng;
nhirng dién gia vi dai lam t6i qué strc tuyét vong, nhirng con
tuyét vong véi long kinh hoang”;” nhwng “tdm phién ma toi
dw trong Nghi vién la m§t ngoi trwdrng day toi tinh than trong
moOt cach 1€ d9, phdm tinh trirére nhit cia mot st gia””? Bi vay
quanh b&i cudc tranh cii vé x My, 6ng thwong bo phiéu ting
ho chinh sich ctia chinh pht; 6ng gti dén nwéc Phap quyén
Mémoire justificatif (1779; Bi vong luc) trinh bay treong hep
ctia Anh chong lai nhirng viing thuc dia dang n6i day; va 6ng
nhan phan thwdng la chiéc ghé trong Hoi dong Mau dich va
Pon dién (Board of Trade and Plantations), mang lai cho 6ng
750 bdng mot ndm. Fox cdo budc 6ng tht lgi bang cling mot
hinh th&c tham nhiing chinh tri ma 6ng da chi ra nhw mot
nguyén do gy nén sy suy tan cia La Ma.”s Ngwoi ta néi rang
George III ¢4 mua Gibbon phong khi vi tac gia nay ghi lai sw
suy vong clia D€ qudc Anh.?

2. Tac pham
Sau nam 1772, mdi quan tam hdp din Gibbon la b lich st

clia 6ng, va 6ng théy that kho ma nghi nghiém tac vé bat ki
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th gi khac. “Nhiéu thr nghiém dwoc thye hién trwére khi
toi 6 thé dat dwoe giong van trung tinh gitra 16i bién nién
nham chén va 16i dién thuyét mang chit hiing bién. Toi da
viét chwong dau tién ba lan, va hai Ian cho chwong hai va ba,
trwedre khi t6i mén nguyén & mirc vira phai voi két qua cta
chting.””s Ong quyét chi bién pho st ctia minh thanh mét tac
phidm van chwong.

Nam 1775, Gibbon dwa ban thdo 16 chwong dau cho mot
nha xuit ban, va noi nay tr chdi in do phi tén qué cao. Hai
cht nha sich khéc, Thomas Caldwell va William Strahan,
liéu linh cho in (ngay 17 thang Hai 1776) quyén I ctia The
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Di n6 dwegc dinh gia
mot guinea,’' nhwng tinh t&i ngay 26 thang Ba, hang nghin
ban sach da dwoc ban. An ban thtr hai, 1.500 ban, phat hanh
ngay 3 thang Sau, dwoc ban sach sau 3 ngay. “Sach cda toi
ndm trén moi cai ban, va gin nhw ndm trén moi ban trang
diém.””® Thé gi&i van chwong, thwong bi 1ong ghen ghét bé
phéi xé toang, nay cling dong 10ng ngei ca tac pham. William
Robertson gtri di nhirng 1&i ngei khen phéng khoang; Hume,
trong ndm ma ong sé qua doi nay, viét cho tac gia mot birc
thw vén, theo l&i Gibbon, “twdng thwdng cho strc lao dong
mudi ndm”.” Horace Walpole, vao ngay sau khi cu6n sach ra
dori, thong béo v&i William Mason rdng: “Trong kia, vira xuét
hién mot tdc phdm kinh dién dich thwc”

Cudn sach bt dau hgp 16-gich va can ddm bang 3 chwong
uyén tham néu chi tiét vé pham vi dia li, t6 chirc quan sy, két
cdu x4 hoi, va hién ché phap luat cia D€ quoc La Ma sau cai
chét cia Marcus Aurelius (180 th¢i Cong nguyén). Tam muwoi
b6n ndm trwére, Gibbon cam thdy, di chirng kién D€ qudc
dang trén dinh cao vé tai lywc chinh quyén va vé 1ong man
nguyén cong ching.

i 26 do-la? [Durant]
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Néu mot ngwoi dwoc kéu goi hdy dinh ra thei ki trong lich
st thé gi¢i ma trong sudt lac 4y nhén loai ¢6 dwoc cdnh
hanh phtc va phon vinh nhét, thi y hdn sé&, khong chit do
du, goi tén thoi ki von tréi tir cai chét cha Domitian [96]
dén ltic Commodus ding co [180]. Dat dai bat ngat cla
D€ quéc La-Ma dwoc théng tri bdng quyén lyc tuyét déi,
lam theo phwong chdm nhin d&c va minh tri. Chw quan
dwoc ché ngy dwdi ban tay tuy crong ma nhu cta bén vi
hoang dé lién ti€p, nhirng nguwdi c6 nhan cach va quyén uy
da khién cho ngwoi doi bat gidc ma tong phuc. Nhitng hinh
thérc quyén chinh din sy dwerc gin gitt cin trong béi Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian va Antonines, nhirng ngwdi hoan hi trudec
canh tw do, va théa nguyén treéc ¥ nghi xem chinh minh
nhw nhitng ké chip phéap day trong trach.

..Céng lao clia nhirtng vi quin vwong nay dwoc twdng
thwdng béi... 1ong kiéu hinh chan thanh vé nhan dtrc, va
bé&i long hoan hi tot cing khi chiém ngdm canh hanh phic
mudén dan ma ho chinh la ngwdi phét khoi.”

Nhuwng Gibbon nhén ra, “tinh bit 6n dinh cia mt niém hanh
phtic vOn phai 1é thudéc vao nhin cach clla mot ngwoi duy
nhit. Cai thoi khic dinh ménh do6 c6 1é dang t&i, khi mot
thanh nién phéng dang hay mot ba vieong d6 ki sé lam dung...
cai quyén lyc tuyét d6i 4y”7 Nhirng vi “minh quan” da dwgc
chon béi ché dd quan cha tiép dwdng (adoptive monarchy) -
mdi vi cai tri truyén lai quyén thé cia minh cho mét ké dugc
chon va dwoc dao luyén trong dam ngwdi tuy tung. Marcus
Aurelius cho phép quyén hyc dé ché dwoc truyén thira cho
ngwdi con vo dung Commodus; tir sy 1én ngdi &y ma Gibbon
ghi du thoi diém suy tan.

Gibbon nghi rdng, sw trbi ddy cua Kité gido da gop
phin vio sy suy tan d6. O day, 6ng bai bd 16i din hwéng
cia Montesquieu, ngwdi khong néi gi gidng vay trong cudn
Considérations sur les causes de la grandeur des Romains et
de leur décadence; thay vi vy, Gibbon theo buwéc Voltaire.

257



Will va Ariel Durant

Xuyén su6t tic phdm 6ng mang theo mot thai do hoc thuit;
ong khong dong cam véi trang thai phan khich huyén bi hay
niém tin chi¥a hy vong. Ong bay té quan diém ctia minh trong
mot doan vdn mang chit Voltaire: “Nhiéu thé cach th¢ phung
khac nhau dién ra khdp noi trong thé gi¢i La Ma déu duoc
ngudi ta xem la chan 1y ngang nhau, déu bi giéi triét tra xem
la sai lac ngang nhau, dwgc quan chanh vy (magistratus) xem
la httu dung ngang nhau. Va do viy, long khoan dung lam
nén canh hoa thuén ton gido.”® Gibbon thwdng tranh tryc
tiép biéu thj long thu han Kitd gido. VAn con dé nhirng diéu
ludt trong bo phép lénh toan thw (statute book) khién cho
viéc biéu thi nhw thé la mot trong toi; vi du nhw “néu mot
ngwdi bat ki dwoc gido thu theo nén Kitd gido, bang ngdi but,
lai di... phtt bac sy that Kitd gido, y sé... theo loai vi pham
th nhi... lanh chiu ba nam tu ma khéng dwgc bdo lanh.”®
bé tranh sy bat tién nhw vay Gibbon hinh thanh 16i goi mé
tinh vi va 16i mia mai sang sia 1am nén nhirng yéu t6 trong
van phong minh. Ong cin trong chi ra ring 6ng sé ban thao
khong phai nhirng ngudn so’ cap va siéu nhién ctia Kitb gido,
ma chi ban vé nhitng nhan t6 thr yéu va ty nhién vé coi ré
va sy phét trién cia né. Trong s6 nhirng nhan t6 thir yéu nay,
ong liét ké “nhirng dao dtrc thuan khiét va chian phwong cta
Kitd htru” trong thé ky dau tién ctia ho, nhwng dng noi thém,
nhw mdt nguyén nhin khéc, “long s6t sdng khong lay chuyén
(va, néu ching ta c6 thé dung tir bat khoan dung) cla Kitd
hiru.” 82 Va mic du dng ca ngoi “sy hop nhat va tinh ky luat
clia nén cong hoa Kit6”, nhwng 6ng lwu ¥ rdng “né dan da lam
nén mot nha nwée doc 1ap va ngay cang tang tién trong 1ong
Dé quéc La M3”.# Nhin chung, 6ng gian lwgc qud trinh tién
trién so ki cta Kit6 gido tir mét tinh cdnh mau nhiém thanh
mot tién trinh ty nhién; 6ng doi hién twong d6 tir pham vi
than hoc sang pham vi lich st.

Lam sao Kitd gido lai khién cho La Ma suy tan? Trudérc
tién, bdng cach 1am hao mon niém tin clia dan chung déi véi
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ton gido chinh thirc, va do vy lam suy yéu nha nuwéc von
dugc chong dé va chudn nhan bang ton gi4o dy. [Piéu nay
di nhién chinh 14 14p ludn cta gi¢i thin hoc chong lai gi¢i
philosophe.] Chinh quyén La M4 mang long bat tin d6i voi
Kité hitu khi nhirng ngudi nay 1ap nén mét hoi kin chéng
d6i chuyén quén dich, va xui khién ngwdi ta tir chd c6 cong
an viéc 1am hiru ich sang chd cht trong vao chuyén ctru roi
trén thién dang. [Gi6i thay tu, theo xét dodn ctia Gibbon, 14
nhirng ké nhan réi von 14y chuyén &n xin va ciu nguyén la
thtr dé thyc hién hon chuyén di lam viéc.) Nhirng gido phai
khéc c6 thé dwoc khoan dung béi 1é ching ciing khoan dung
va khong giy nguy hiém cho sy nhét théng ctia qudc gia;
gidi Kitd hiru 12 gido phdi méi duy nhét di chi trich cac gido
phai khac 14 d6i bai va dang nguyén rda, va cong khai tién
doén sy sup d6 ctia “Babylon”, trc Roma.®* Gibbon gén phan
16 long cudng tin nay cho cdi ré Do Thai cta Kitd gido, va
ong theo buwérc Tacitus trong viéc chi trich ngudi Do Thai tai
nhidu chd khic nhau trong thuat sy cia minh. Ong d@ xudt
viéc I gidi vy Nero hanh quyét cic Kit6 hivru thyc sy nhw
14 mot vu hanh quyét nhitng ngwdi Do Thai;® thuyét nay
khong dwoc Gng hd ngay nay. Thanh cong hon la chuyén
ong theo gwong Voltaire cat gidm s6 Kitd htru t& dao do
chinh quyén La M4 sét hai; 6ng cho ring t6i da 2.000 nguwoi
tr dao; va ddng ¥ v&i Voltaire “rang Kitd htru, trong lic chia
ré ndi bd [ké tir thori Constantine], da gy thwong tén cho
nhau hon 14 Iic hirng chiu con nhiét cuébng ctia nhirng ké
chéng dao”; va “Gido hoi La Ma dung bao lyc bdo vé cho dé
quéc ma ho da thau doat dwoc nhé gian trd”®

Nhitng chwong két (XV-XVI) cia quyén I ddy 1én nhiéu
1&ri hoi dap cdo budc Gibbon dan thong tin thiéu chinh xac,
thi€u cong bang va thiéu thanh thit. Phét 1o nhitng ngudi
chi trich minh ldc ndy, 6ng ty khodn dii minh biang mot
ki nghi dai & Paris (tir thing Nam dén thang Mudi 1777).
Suzanne Curchod, tré thanh vor clia chti nha bang va Bo trudng
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Tai chinh Jacques Necker, m&i 6ng dén nha ho. Ba gior day
quéa d6i &m cing dén mirc khdng con tirc gidn 6ng chuyén
“budng tiéng th¢ dai nhw mot ngwdi tinh, tudn ménh nhw
mot nguwoi con”; va dng Necker, khdng mady may ghen tudng,
thwong d€ hai ngwdi tinh ¢t ndy dwgce riéng tw @€ di lam viéc
hodc di ngt. “Liéu ho c6 thé nhuc ma téi tan bao hon thé nita
khong?” Gibbon ta than. “That la mot sy an toan xac xwoc!”
Nguwoi con géi clia Suzanne, Germaine (phu nhan de Staél
twong lai), 14y lam thodi mai trwéc sy hién dién ctia 6ng dén
murc (& tudi 11) cd bé thir thé hién nhitng mon tai nghé méi
chém ctia minh véi 6ng, va ngd 1&i cwdi 6ng nham gitr Ong
lai trong nha nay.®” ¢ nha Necker, ong gip Hoang dé Joseph
II; & Versalilles, dng dwoc gi¢i thiéu véi Louis XVI, nguwdi
dworc cho 1a gop strc vao ban dich Phép ngi ctia quyén I trong
bo sach. Ong dwoc tiép dai & cac khach sanh, dic biét bi
N Hau twéc du Deffand, ngwoi thdy 6ng “hoa nha va lich
S,... gan nhw wu t hon hét thay moi ngwdi ma toi tirng giao
du,” nhwng cho biét van phong ctia 6ng “khang khai, hiing
hon”, va “cé giong cta nhitng ké co tri ty xwng clia ching
ta”88 Ong tir khwére 16 méi tir Benjamin Franklin, bing mot
tdm thiép ghi rang diu 6ng tén trong vi st gid Mi nhw mot
nguwdi dan 6ng va mot triét nhan, nhwng khong thé hoa giai
gitra 10ng ton trong dé véi bén phan tredc Qudc vieong clia
ong @€ c6 bat ki cudc dam luén nao véi moét than dan néi loan.
Franklin dap rdng 6ng kinh trong vi st gia dén mttc néu c6
khi nao Gibbon ctru xét dén cht dé vé sy suy vong va sup dé
ctia D& quéc Anh, thi Franklin sé vui 10ng cung cip cho vi st
gia nhirng tw liéu thich horp.®

Tré lai London, Gibbon stra soan 1o dap lai gi¢i phé
binh - A Vindication of Some Passages in the Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Chapters of the History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire (1779).! Ong xt li gon ghé va lich sy déi voi

i Tam dich: Mét bién hd cho mét s6 doan van trong chudng 15 va 16
thudc bo Lich st vé sy suy vong clia D€ qudc La Ma.
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nhtrng ké d6i dich & mang than hoc, nhwng dng c6 chiit néng
nay khi xtr li Henry Davies, mot thanh nién 21, ngwdi viét 284
trang c4o budc Gibbon vé nhirng 16i thiéu chinh x4c. Vi stt gia
thira nhan mot s6 sai 1am, nhwng pht nhan chuyén “trinh
bay sai 1éch c6 cht ¥, nhitng 16i khong thé chdp nhan dworc,
va nhirng phan dao vin dé tién”.%° Cuén Vindication dwoc dén
nhan rdng rai nhwr mot 1¢i bac bd thanh cong. Gibbon khong
hoi dap gi thém trwde nhivng loi phé binh ngoai trir viéc tinh
c dé cap trong cudn Memoirs, nhung 6ng tim thiy chd cho
nhtrng 101 khen mang tinh hoa giai déi véi Kitd gido trong
nhirng quyén sau cta bd sach.

Quaé trinh viét clia 6ng ting tdc nh¢ viéc dng mat ghé
trong Nghi vién (ngay 1 thang Chin 1780). Quyén II va III cta
bd sach dworc xudt ban vao ngay 1 thang Ba 1781. Ching duwgc
nguwdi doc don nhén trong tham ling. Nhitng cudc xam lang
clia quan r¢’ 1a mot cau chuyén cii ki, va nhirng phan ban thao
dai va chuyén siu vé nhirng phai di gido von gay kich dong
Gi4o hoi Kit6 & thé ky IV va V ciing 1a th khéng gieo hirng
thu gi d6i véi mot thé hé nhirng ké hoai nghi thé tuc. Gibbon
da gri mot ban in trwedre cia quyén I cho Horace Walpole; 6ng
ghé tham Walpole & Berkeley Square, va that vong khi dwoc
bdo rang, “c6 quéa nhiéu thtx vé nhirng ké Arian va Eunomian
va nhitng ké Pelagian ban phan... dén mtrc di1 cho anh da viét
cau chuyén that hay nhw n6 c6 thé viét nén, nhwng tbi s¢
rang hiém ai mang 10ng kién nhan doc nd.” “Tt gior d6 trd
di,” Walpole viét, “tdi khong bao gio gap anh ta, di anh ta
triedre d6 tirng ghé nha mot hai lan modi tudn”.* Gibbon sau
do6 dong y véri Walpole.®?

Quyén II hoi sinh khi Constantinus xuét hién. Gibbon dién
giai hanh vi cai dao tr¢ danh ctia 6ng nhw hanh dong cta
thuat cai tri. Vi Hoang d€ nay da nhan thdy rang “sy van hanh
clia nhitng bd luat khon ngoan nhét 1a diéu bt toan va bap
bénh. Chiing hiém khi gay nén dtc hanh, chiing khong thé lic
ndo ciing kiém ché toi 4¢”. Gitra con hén mang cta dao dic,
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kinh t€ va chinh pht trong D€ quéc d6 v&r nay, “mdt vi quan
chanh vu than trong cé thé thich tht quan sat sy tién b cta
mot tén gido von lan téa khdp moi ngwdi ci hé théng thuan
khiét, nhan tir va ph6 quat vé dao dirc, dwoe lam cho thich
ng v&i moi bén phan va moi hoan canh song, dwoc khuyén
nghi nhw la y chi va li tri clia bac Thwong dé t6i cao, va dwoc
thyc thi nho' sy phé chuén ban nhirng phin thwéng hay
nhirng hinh phat kéo dai thién thu”.%3 Tic 13, Constantinus
nhin nhén rang sy pho trer cia mot tén gido siéu nhién 1a
mot sy pho trgr quy gid cho dao dirc, trét ty xa hoi, va chinh
quyén. Sau dé, Gibbon viét 150 trang hiing hon va bat thién vi
ban vé lulianus Ké bdi gido.

Ong két thic Chwong XXXVII va Quyén 11T bing méot cwére
chtl ca ngoi “tinh yéu thuan khiét va hao phong doi véi khoa
hoc va nhan loai” cia George III. Thang S4u 1781, nh¢> Huan
twdre North trer gitip, Gibbon dwrgre bau vao lai Nghi vién, tai d6
ong tiép tuc sy tng ho ddi véi ndi cac. Sy that thé ctia Huan
twérc North (1782) din dén viéc két thac Hoi dong Mau dich
(Board of Trade), va chiéc ghé cia Gibbon trong d6 cting chim
dirt; “toi bi twére di mirc lwong dé chiu 750 bang mot ndm”.%
Khi North dam mét vi tri trong ndi cac lién minh (1783), Gibbon
xin vao mot vi tri nhan tan khac; 6ng khong nhan dworc vi tri
nao ca. “Khéng c6 thu nhip thém thi téi khéng thé duy tri dai
1au va than trong 16i chi tiéu ma téi da quen”® Ong tinh ring
ong c6 thé c6 dt kha nang cho 16i chi tiéu d6 & Lausanne, noi
ma ddng bang c6 mai e gdp d6i & London. Ong ti chirc trong
Nghi vién, ban di tat ca vat dung khong thudc ca nhin ngoai trir
thw vién, va ngay 15 thang Chin 1783 dng r¢ii London - “swong
khoi va ctia cai va tiéng dong noi d6” - d€ dén Lausanne. Tai d6
ong & chung can biét thy tién nghi v&i ngwdi ban ¢t Georges
Deyverdun. “Thay vi nhin vao mét cung dién lat gach dién tich
12 bd vubng, t6i c6 dwore phong canh bét tin nao thung ling,
nao ndi, nao sdng”.*® Hai nghin cudn sach ctia dng t&i chd dng
sau mot thdi gian tri hodn, va 6ng tiép tuc viét Quyén IV.
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Ban dau, 6ng tinh két thtc The Decline and Fall bang cudc
chinh phat La Ma ndm 476. Nhwng sau khi xuét ban quyén
11 6ng “bat dau mong mudn cong viéc thwdng nhat nay, sy
theo dudi nidng dong nay, von mang lai gi4 tri cho moi cudn
sach, va mot ddi twong cho moi nghién cru”?” Ong quyét
dinh dién gidi “D€ quéc La Ma” theo hwéng néi dén ca DE
qudc bong phwong 14n Tay phwong, va tiép tuc cau chuyén
dén giai doan tiéu diét sy cai tri clia Byzantine qua cudc chinh
phat Constantinopolis cia quan Th6 ndm 1453. Do vay, 6ng
thém mot mot nghin ndm cho pham vi bg sach, va xi Iy hang
tram cha dé méi von can dén qua trinh nghién ctru cam go.

Quyén IV bao gobm nhirng chwong béc thay vé Justinianus
va Belisarios, mot chwong vé phéap luat La Ma von dwoc gioi
luat gia tan thwdng nhiét liét, va mot chwong budn tham vé
nhirng cudc chién tranh sau d6 bén trong cong dong than hoc
Kitd. “Toi wore gi,” Walpole viét, “ong Gibbon chwa tirng nghe
n6i dén ddm Monophysite, Nestorian hay bat ki dam ngoc
xudn nao nhw thé!”*® Trong Quyén V, Gibbon thdy long nhe
nhom rd rang khi chuyén sang sy troi day cia Muhammad va
cudc chinh phuc clia ngwdi A Rap vao Pé quéc La Ma Pong
phwong, va 6ng viét vé vi Thién st d6 ciing nhrng vi khalifah
hung diing, tit cA déu bang sy hiéu biét bt thién vi ma 6ng
khong c6 dwgce trong trieomg hop Kitd gido. Trong Quyén VI
nhitng cudc Thap tw chinh mang lai cho 6ng mot chu dé khich
dong khac, va viec Muhammad 11 chiém dworc Constantinopolis
mang dén cao trao va diém tot bac ctia tac pham.

Trong chwong cudi, 6ng tom tdt sw lao dong clia minh
trong mot cau tri danh: “T6i da miéu ta khtc khai hoan cta
tinh dd man va ton gido”.* Giéng nhw ngwoi thdy khong
dwoc cong nhan cta 6ng, Voltaire, 6ng khong thdy gi & thoi
Trung dai ngoai trir sy tho bao va mé tin. Ong khic hoa tinh
trang phé tan ctia Roma ndm 1430, va trich din 11 ta than
clia Poggio, “Canh ngoan muc nay cua thé gi¢i, né sup d6
nhw viy sao, ddi thay dén thé sao, bi t6n hoai khong ké xiét!”
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- viéc phé huy hay lam hw nat nhiéu twong dai va tic phdm
nghé thuat c6 dién, Forum Romanum moc day c6 dai va bo
lon da chiém linh noi nay. Va Gibbon két lai giong budn sau:
“Chinh gitra m& phé tich nay ctia Capitolinus ma t6i lan dau
tién nay sinh y twdng vé mot tic phdm vOn gy niém thich
tha va dung dén gan 20 ndm doi minh, va 1a thi, dau cho
khong thoa dang so v&i mong mudn ctia chinh minh, ma t6i
cudi cling cing da dap lai dwgc long hiéu ki va ngay thang clia
cdng ching.” Va trong cudn Memoirs, 6ng hoi twdng lai gior
pht chuyén tai véi nhiéu cdm xtc 1an 16n doé:

Chinh vao... cai dém ngay 27 thang Sau 1787, ttr mwdi mot
dén mwdi hai gidy, toi viét nhirtng dong cudi clia trang cudi,
trong mot cdn nha mua hé trong khu virorn cta toi. Sau khi
dat bat xudng, toi lam vai vong... & 16i di pht bong cay keo,
von 1a thi chiém troi khung cdnh & dat nwée ndy, cai ho, va
nhitng ngon nui... T6i sé khéng che ddy nhirng cdm xGc han
hoan khi phuc hoi lai sy tw do ctia minh, va, c6 I&, khi tao
dwgc danh tiéng cia ban than. Nhwng 1ong kiéu hanh cta
toi s'm nguoi di, va mot ndi u sdu nghiém trang lan khap
tam tri tOi, b&i cai ¥ twdng rang toi da gia tir mai mai mot
nguwdi ban dong hanh gia va dé mén, va rdng bat ki thtr gi
cting c6 thé 1a s6 phan twong lai clia cudn History, doi ctia
st gia hdn 1a ngdn va bap bénh.*°

3. Con ngudGi

Gibbon thud 16 dwgc M. Pavilliard miéu ta 1a “mét hinh déng
manh mai bé nhd véi mot cai dau to”*** Ghét chuyén tap thé
duc va thich an,* 6ng sé'm lam cho co thé va khuén mdt
minh béo tron, bung diy da dwoc chéng d& bang déi chan
khdng khiu; thém vao mdi téc d xoan lai ¢ hai bén va cot lai
sau gay, nét mdt hién hdu thanh tao, cdi mdi tron trinh, d6i
mé phong, hai cdm, va trén hét 1a vang tran cao va rong htra
hen “nhitrng cong cudc cyc ky hé trong”, vé oai nghiém, va vé
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dwdng bé. Ong sénh ngang véi Johnson vé khodn pham in
va véi Walpole vé khodn bénh gut. Phan biu cta 6ng swng 1én
giy don dau theo ndm thiang dén mitrc ci quan chit clia 6ng
bat dau nho 1én gy nhiéu phién ha. Mic cho nhitng bat loi
d6, dng van kiéu hanh vé&i ngoai hinh va y phuc ctia minh, va
mé& dau Quyén II bing birc chan dung do Reynolds vé. Ong
mang hop dung thuoc 1a & bén hong, va go 1én hdp d6 mbi khi
bon chon hodc mubn c6 ngwdi nghe 6ng néi. Gidng nhw bao
nguwdi cé cht y 16i cudn ké khéc, 6ng 1a ngudi ludn dit minh
& trung tam moi sy. Nhwng 6ng thanh that khdng dinh: “T6i
dwgc pht cho tinh khi ho héi, sy da cdm chirng myc [nhung
khong iy mi!], va tinh tinh ung dung that ty nhién”.**3

Nam 1775, 6ng dwoc bau vao “Cau lac bo”. Ong tham gia
thwdng xuyén nhwng hiém khi 1én tiéng, khéng thich y twdng
cia Johnson vé cudc dam thoai. Johnson ciing 1én tiéng binh
ludn vé “vé x4u 1au” cta Gibbon;** Gibbon goi 6ng Pai Hung
(Great Bear) la “thay dong” (oracle), “ké thu thiéu 1ong khoan
dung”, “mot tri tué ¢ chdp ma s6i ndi, khao khat tim dt moi
c& d€ oan ghét va két 4n nhirng ké bit dong véi tin diéu cta
ong ta”;°s Boswell, khong to ra thwong x6t ké chong dao, da
miéu ta vi st gia 1a “ga x4u xi, kiéu cach, dang tdm”, nguwdi
“ma d6i vori t6i da dau doc Cau lac bd Van chwong ctia ching
ta”. DAu vay Gibbon han c6 nhiéu ban be, b&1i ltc & London,
dém nao 6ng ciing di an ngoai.

Ong tir Lausanne dén London vao thdng Tam 1878, dé
giam sat viéc xudt bdn Quyén IV-VI. Nhitng quyén nay xudt
ban vao sinh nhat lan th& 51 cta 6ng, ngay 8 thang Nam
1788, va mang lai cho dng 4.000 bang, mdt trong nhirng mirc
thit lao cao nhat dworc trd cho tac gid vao thé ky XVIIL. “Phan
két luan trong tac phdm cda to6i dwge nhiéu ngwdi doc va
dwoc ddnh gid khac nhau... Tuy thé, xét chung, History of the
Decline and Fall dwdng nhw da cdm ré dwoc, & qué nha lan
nuwéc ngoai, va han 12 mot tram ndm ké tir day, sé con tiép
tuc bi lam dung”**® Adam Smith da xép éng “& vi tri tht linh
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nhém vin chwong hién dang ton tai & chau Au”*7 Ngay 13
thang Sau 1788, trong su6t thdi gian dién ra vu xtr Hastings
& Westminster Hall, Gibbon, & phong trung bay, long day
thich tha khi nghe Sheridan, trong mot trong nhirng bai dién
thuyét 4n twong nhit, nhic dén “nhitng trang sang choéi clia
Gibbon”.**® Theo mot cu chuyén kho tin, Sheridan sau do6
khdng dinh 1a da néi “d6 s6”;'* nhung tinh tir d6 khé ma ap
dung dwoc cho nhitng trang sich, va “sang cho6i” hin la ti
phu hop & day.!

Théng Bay 1788, Gibbon tré vé Lausanne. MOt ndm sau
d6, Deyverdun chét, d€ lai cin nha cho Gibbon trong sudt
quang doi ctia vi st gia nay. O d6, cing véi mot s6 ngwdi
héau va khodn thu nhép 1.200 badng mét ndm, Gibbon séng
ung dung, uéng rwgru nhiéu, va lam cin bénh gat tram trong
hon va lam cho vong eo cling tang lén. “Tlr ngay 9 thang Hai
dén 1 thang Bay 1790, t6i khong thé di ra khéi nha hay roi
khoi ghé”.m° Thoi ky nay twong truyén rang 6ng da quy duéi
chan cta phu nhéan de Crousaz d€ néi 11 yéu, va ba kéu 6ng
hay drng day nhung 6ng khong dirng 1én dwoc do qua nédng
né. Ngudn duy nhat cia ciu chuyén nay 1a phu nhan de
Genlis, ngw¢i ma Sainte-Beuve miéu ta la “mdt nguwdi dan ba
c6 miéng lwdi &c d6c”;** va chinh ngwdi con géi clia ba phan
d6i cau chuyén nay va cho d6 1a do nham ngwdi.s

Cudc Cach mang Phap xen vao canh ddéi an tinh cla
Gibbon. Nhitrng tinh cdm cach mang dwgc cit 1én & cac bang
Thuy Si, va c¢6 nhitng tiéng néi ting hd twong ty & nwéc Anh.
Ong c6 1y do chinh dang dé s¢' nén quan cht Phép sup ds,
khi da dau tw 1.300 bang vao cong trai cta chinh pht Phéap.™
N&m 1788, trong mot l&i tién tri bat hanh, ong da viét vé
nén quin cht Phap riang “né dirng virng, cé vé 1a vay, trén
khoi d4 thoi gian, uy lwe va cong ludn, dwoce chéng d& boi

i “sang choi” va "dd s6”: & day hai chit Anh ngit fan lugt la "luminous”
va “voluminous” v8n phat &m 1én nghe gan giéng nhau.
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b ba gébm gi¢i thong tri Gido hoi, gi¢i Quy toc va Lwdng
Vién”."s Ong han hoan khi Burke c6ng bd cudn Reflections on
the Revolution in France (1790; Nhitng suy tw vé cudc Cach
mang & Phap); 6ng viét thw cho Huan twéc Sheffield khuyén
khong nén gay bét ki sy cai cich nao trong co’ ciu chinh tri
Anh Qudéc; “néu dng cho phép c6 sy thay d6i nhé nhat va hw
nguy nhét trong hé thong nghi vién cta ching ta, thi 6ng s&
lac 161”."° Gi¢r day, 6ng thwong hai cho sy thanh cong cta gidi
philosophe trong cudc chién véi ton gido. “Doi khi toi ¢ nghi
dén chuyén viét mot doi thoai gitra nhivrng nguwoi da chét,
trong do6, Lucian, Erasmus va Voltaire c6 thé cing nhau nhin
nhin mdi nguy hai ctia viéc phoi bay sy mé tin xwa cii trueéee
st kinh té'm ctia ddm dong mu lda va cudng tin”."” Ong thic
giuc nhtrng nha lanh dao ngwdi B6 Dao Nha dirng bai bo Ton
gido Phap dinh trong quing thdi gian khung hodng nay von
dang de doa tit ca cac vwong vi."®

Mot phan dé trén thoat dao quan Cach mang Phéap von
dang & gin Lausanne, mdt phan muén tim béc si giai phau
Anh, va phin nao mudn an Ui Huin twéc Sheffield von c6
ngudi vo vira chét, Gibbon roi khdi Lausanne (ngay 9 thang
Nam 1793) va hdc tdc t&i Anh. Tai d6, dng thiy Sheffield ban
biu v&i chuyén chinh tri d&n mirc nhanh chéng hoi phuc tinh
than sau con dau budn kia: “bénh nhan da dwoc chira khoi”,
Gibbon viét, “trudc khi béc si t¢i”. Chinh vi st gia gior day
cling thuan phuyc treéc cac y si, bdi chirng tran dich mang
tinh hoan ctia 6ng dang ting lén “gan nhw 16n bang mot dra
bé nho... tdi bd quanh cyc nhoc va véi tw thé thiéu dirng
dan”?° Mot ca phiu thuat rat di hon 4 lit “chét dich 1ong
trong sudt” khaéi tinh hoan nhiém bénh. Nhwng chét dich ty
lai Ian ntta, va [an rat nwée thir hai 1dy ra hon 3 lit. Gibbon
tam thoi nhe nhom, va tiép tuc di 4n ngoai cung bdng htru.
Mot 1an nita, chirng tran dich hinh thanh; gi> n6 bi nhiém
trung. Ngay 13 thang Mot 1794, lan rat nwéc thi ba dwoc
thwc hién; Gibbon an chut thit ga, va uéng 3 li reou. Ong bi
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nhirng con dau da day kinh khung téom 14y minh, va gi6ng
nhu Voltaire, 6ng tim cach xoa diu ching bang thudc phién.
Ngay 16 thang Mot, 6ng chét, ltc 56 tudi.

4. S gia

Gibbon khéng gay cdm hirng vé mit than hinh, khi cich hay
sw nghiép hién hién; sy vi dai cta 6ng dworc trat cd vao sach
v&, vao sy hing vi va qua cdm noi ¥ niém bo sach, sy kién
nhan va tai ndng noi bé cuc, vé uy nghi sdng chéi clia toan
b6 tac pham.

Phai, Sheridan néi ding. Van phong cia Gibbon sang chéi
theo chirng mwc cho phép cta 16i mia mai, va no6 soi sang
moi ch6é ma n6 xoay hwéng dén, ngoai trir nhirng noi ma
long thanh kién phu téi cai nhin ctia 6ng. Loi dung tir ctia
ong dwoc khudn dtac nén nho kién vin Latinh va Phap ngt;
ong thiy nhirng chir Anglo-Saxon gian don 1a thr khéng hop
véi vé ton nghiém noi cung cach dng, va thwong thi 6ng viét
nhw mot ké dién thuyét - Livius dworc mai sic bang 16i chAm
biém ctia Tacitus, Burke dwoc 1am sang rang nh¢ thong tri
ctia Pascal. Ong can bang cac vé bing ki nidng va niém vui théa
ctia mot ké tung hirng, nhwng van dung 16i choi nay thwong
xuyén dén mrc doi khi n6 gan nhw tré nén don diéu. Néu
van phong cta dng c6 vé khoa trwong, thi diéu doé chinh la
dé phit hop vé&i pham vi va vé trang 1é noi dé tai 6ng chon -
mot nghin ndm d6 sup cta dé qudc vi dai nhdt ma nhan gian
tirng chirng kién. Nhirng t6i 16i ¢ thé dung thi dwoc noi van
phong ctia 6ng lac 16i trong hanh khic day nam tinh ctia ciu
chuyén, trong tinh nghiém mat cta cac chwong séch, trong
nhirng birc chan dung ciing nhirng mé ta khoi mé nhiéu diéu,
trong nhirng phan téng luan day quyén uy bao lay cd mot thé
ki chi trong mot doan van, va giao két triét hoc véi lich str.

DPam nhin mot cha dé qua sirc bao quat, Gibbon cam thay
chinh dang khi thu hep gi¢i han cia né. “Chién tranh, va
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chuyén quan li cong vy”, 6ng ndi, “l1a nhirng cht dé chinh
yéu ctia lich st”** Ong loai trir lich str vé& nghé thuat, khoa
hoc va vin chwong; do vay, 6ng khong cé gi dé noi vé cac
thanh dwong Gothic hay cic thanh dwong Islam, vé khoa
hoc hay triét hoc A Rap; 6ng ton vinh Petrarca, nhwng lai bd
qua Dante. Ong gan nhw khéng dé tdm dén canh huéng caa
nhitng ting 1&p thip hon, sy trdi day clia cong nghiép & xtr
Constantinopolis va Firenze. Ong khong lwu tim dén lich st
Byzantinae sau cai chét ctia Heraclius (641). Trong phan danh
gi4 cta Bury, “6ng khong khoi ra dwore dit kién quan yéu rang
[cho dén] thé ky XII thi D& qudc [La Ma Péng phwong] van
con 14 btre twdng thanh ctia chau Au chéng lai phwong Dong;
ong cting khong tri &n tAm quan trong clia x(* ndy trong viéc
bao ton di sdn van minh Hy Lap.”*** Trong nhitng gi¢i han da
dwgc dinh ra, Gibbon dat dwec thm voc vi dai bang cach két
ndi nhitng hé qua véi nhitng nguyén nhén ty nhién, va bang
cach tiét gian d6 phong phu cda tw liéu theo trat ty dé hiu
va thanh mét quan diém din hwéng cho toan bd tac phdm.
St uyén bac cta 6ng 14 ménh méng va chi tiét. Nhirng
cwére chd clia dng 1a kho bau hoc thuat dugc soi sing bang
tri lc. Ong nghién ctru cac khia canh bi hiém nhét cta thei
¢ dién xa xwa, bao gdbm cac con dwong, cac dong tién, cac
don vi can do, va phap luat. Ong pham mot s sai Jam ma
gi&i chuyén gia da hiéu chinh lai, nhwng cling Bury, nguwoi
chi ra 16i clia 6ng, da n6i thém: “Néu ta xét dén pham vi rong
16n cta tac phdm, thi d§ chuén xac clia dng lam nguwdi ta
kinh ngac” Ong khong thé (gidng nhw cic st gia chuyén
nghiép ti han dinh minh trong cht d& nhé, noi chén hep, va
quang thoi gian ngan) tim toi dén nhirng ngudn tw liéu gbc
chwa dwoc in ra; d€ hoan thanh tac phdm, 6ng tw gi¢i han
ban than & pham vi tw liéu da in, va thanh thyc trong cay
vao nhitng ngudn th cdp nhw History of the Saracens ctua
Ockley hodc Histoire des empereurs va Histoire ecclésiastique
ctia Tillemont; va mdt s6 nhirng tai liéu thim quyén nhw vay
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ma 0ng dyra vao nay da bi tir khwérc nhw nhirng tw liéu khong
kha tin.** Ong thanh that cong b6 chi tiét ngudn tw lidu cia
minh, va tri an ching; do vy, khi 6ng veot qua thoi dai ma
Tillemont nghién ctru, 6ng noéi & phan cwédc chi: “Tai day tdi
phai roi bd mai mai nguén dan hwéng vo song d6”.12s

Gibbon da di dén nhirng két luin nao tir viéc nghién ctru
lich str? Poi khi dng theo bwérc gii philosophe & viéc chip
nhdn thyc tai vé sy tién bd: “Chung ta c6 thé mic nhan &
phan két luan lam hai 1ong moi ngwdi rang moi thoi dai trén
thé gi¢i da gia tdng va van con gia ting cta cai dich thuec,
hanh phc, tri thirc, va c6 1€, cd dirc hanh, ctia nhéin loai.”*®
Nhung & nhirng thoi khic it hoa nha hon va ¢6 1é vi éng da
14y chién tranh va chinh tri (cting thin hoc) 1am noi dung c6t
16i cho lich st - 6ng danh gia lich st 1a cai “thwce sy khong gi
hon viéc ghi lai nhitng t6i 4c, nhirng con dién ro, va nhirng
bt hanh ctia nhan loai”’ 7 Ong khong thdy do an nao trong
lich st; cac sy kién la két qua ctia nhitrng nguyén nhan vo
tinh, ching la hinh binh hanh lyc (parallelogram of forces)
gitta ngudn goéc khac va két qua phirc hop. Trong toan bd
canh vé mudén mau nay ctia cac sy kién, ban tinh con nguwdi
duong nhw van khong ddi. Tinh tan bao, sy khé dau, va bat
cong ludn lam kho sé loai nguwdi, va sé ludn vay, bdi 1€ ching
dwgc khic ghi trong ban tinh cta con ngwdi. “Con ngudi c6
nhiéu thir dé€ s¢ tir nhitng dam mé ctia chinh dong loai minh
hon 1a ttr sy xdo dong cla cdc nhém ngudi.”»

La d&a con cta trao Khai minh, Gibbon mong méi tr¢
thanh mot triét gia, hodc it nhat 1a viét lich st theo 16i triét
hoc. “Mét thei dai dwore khai ngd doi hoi st gia phai c6 hwong
vi triét hoc va phé binh.”#° Ong thich xen ngang vao mach cau
chuyén bang nhitrng binh ludn mang tinh triét hoc. Nhung
ong khong tw nhan 1a da tiét gidn lich sk thanh cac quy luét,

i Cf. Voltaire: “Toan bd lich st, néi tdm gon, hiém khi la gi khac ngoai
trlt moét... danh sach thu nhat cac t6i ac, con dién ro va nhiing bat
hanh.."128
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hodc 1ap cong thirc cho mot “triét hoc vé lich st”. Tuy vay, &
mot s6 van dé can ban, dng t6 ro lap tredng: dng han dinh
tdm anh hwdng cta méi tredng trong pham vi nhirng giai
doan so khai clia nén vdn minh; éng khong nhin ching tdc
c6 vai tro nhan t6 quyét dinh;3' va trong pham vi cac gioi
han, 6ng nhin nhin tim anh hwéng clia nhitng con ngwdi
phi pham. “Trong d&i ngwdi nhirng sy kién quan trong nhat
sé tuy thudc vao tinh chit cia mot tadc nhan duy nhét... Mot
tinh hai hwéc chua cay roi vao mot t6 chit don 1é cia mot
nguwdi c6 thé ngan chian hodc dinh hoan lai cudc khé dau cta
cac quéc gia”.’32 Khi tdc Quraysh c6 thé da 4m sat Muhammad,
thi “ngon thwong clia mot ngwdi A Rap ciing c6 thé da thay
déi lich str thé gi¢i”33 Néu Charles Martel khong danh bai
ngwdi Mauri [Moors] & Tours (732) thi dan Muslim hén da
lan tran khip chau Au; “sy dién gidi kinh Koran gi¢r day hén
sé dwgc day & nhitng hoc hiéu thudc Oxford, va hoc vién
trieong nay c6 thé biéu thi cho mot dan toc cédt bao quy dau
thdy dwoc tinh thiéng liéng va chan li noi sy mac khai ctia
Mahomet. Con dan Kit6 gido dwec clru thoat khdi nhirng tai
wong nhw thé nho thién tai va van hanh cta mot ngwoi.”3
Tuy vay, dé dat thm anh hwdng 16'n nhét cho théi dai minh,
ké phi pham 4y phai dwa vao sy ang ho rong khip. “Anh
hwéng clia 1ong qua cdm c4 nhén 1a thir bé nho hét strc, ngoai
trir trong thi ca hodc trong truyén anh huing hiép si, dén mirc
sw thing loi... phai dya vao mirc d6 k§ nang ma nhitng con
nhiét tinh cia ddm dong dan ching dwoc két hop va dwoc
dan dit nhdm phung sw cho mdt nguwdi duy nhét.”s3s

Xét cho cung, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
c6 thé dworc xép vao hang tac phdm siéu bat cia thé ky XVIII,
véi L’Esprit des lois (Tinh than phép ludt) ciia Montesquieu
1a d6i tha gan nhit. N6 khong phai la tdc phdm gay anh
hwéng nhit; vé mat tac dong lén lich st thi né khong thé
sanh v&i Du contrat social (Khé wéc xa hoi) ciia Rousseau hay
Wealth of Nations (Cta cdi ctia cdc quoc gia) cia Adam Smith,
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hay Kritik der reinen Vernunft (Phé phan g tinh thuan tiiy)
clia Kant. Nhung & vai tro mot tadc phdm vin chwrong, né 1a
thir khong gl viegt qua dwgce vao thdi d6 hodc & cung hang
loai. Khi ta hoi lam thé nio Gibbon cé thé di dén viéc tao ra
mot kiét tic nhw thé, ta nhén thtrc dwoc ring day 1a sw két
hop tinh ¢ clia tham vong véi tién bac, canh thw nhan, va
nang Iyc; va ta tw hoi mot sy két hop nhw vay bao lau nira
ma&i ¢6 thé tré lai. Khong bao gid, theo l&ri Barthold Niebubhr,
mot st gia khac vé La M3; “tdc phim clia Gibbon sé khéng
bao gi® bi vegt qua”.’3®

VL. Chatterton va Cowper

Gi¢r day ai sé cho rdng vao nam 1760, thi si ndi danh nhat
trong sO nhitng thi si ngwdi Anh dwong tai thé lai la Charles
Churchill? Con trai cia mdt muc sw, va ban than 6ng dwoc
tan phong lam linh muc Anh gido, dng mang 10ng mé thich
London, bo bé v, mang n¢ chit chong, va viét mot bai tho
Itrng danh mot thud, The Rosciad (1761), ma nh¢ @6, ong tra
dwoc ng nan, thu xép dwec mot khodn trer cp cho ve, va
c6 thé “stra soan trong bo y phuc chéi loa khong theo kiéu
gi4o si nhw mdt ngwdi dan 6ng di quanh phd”'¥” Bai tho cia
ong 14y tén tir Quintus Roscius, ngwdi da thong tri sdn khiu
La Ma vao thoi Caesar; bai tho cham biém nhirng nam dién
vién hang dau cha London, va khién cho Garrick cau may;
mot nan nhan “chay quanh thi trdn nhw mét con nai khé
&”.3% Churchill hg'p cling Wilkes trong nhirng nghi 1 tuc tiu
clia Tu vién Medmenham, gitp Ong ta viét bai cho to The
North Briton, va t&i Phap chia sé canh Iwu vong vé&i Wilkes;
nhwng 6ng qua d&i & Boulogne (1764) do théi nghién rwou
trac tang, va “lai ¢6 thai dé dirng dwng hwdng lac”.39

Mot muc si khac, Thomas Percy, song dting theo bd y phuc
minh khoéac 1én, tré thanh Gidm muc Dromore & Ireland, va
tao ddu 4n 1én vin chwong Au chau khi ctru dworc, tir tay cla
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ngudi hdu gai sdp stra dem d6t, mot ban thao xwa cli ma sau
d6 tré thanh mot nguodn tw liéu cho cudn Reliques of Ancient
Poetry (1765; Di san thi ca Anh ¢d xwa). Nhirng ban ballad nay
ttr Anh Quéc thoi trung dai 16i cudn nhitng ky trc xwa cfi, va
khich 1é tinh than ldng man - v6n bi dé nén tir 14u béi tinh than
duy i va tam tinh ¢6 dién - dé ty bi€u thi minh trong thi ca,
van chwong, va nghé thuat. Wordsworth tim thiy trong nhitng
Reliques nay s troi day ctia phong trdo Liang man trong vin
chwong Anh. Ossian ctia Macpherson, tho ca cia Chatterton,
Castle of Otranto va Strawberry Hill cia Walpole, Vathek va
Tu vién Fonthill cia Beckford, tit ca déu la nhirng tiéng néi da
dang cting nhau kéu doi cdm xdc, bi an, va sy lang man. C6 ldc,
th&i Trung dai tém dwec tAm hon ngwdi hién dai.

Thomas Chatterton bat dau tim cach trung dai héa ban
than bdng viéc nghién cru nhitng tdm gidy da xwa cit ma
ngwdi chi da tim thiy trong mot nha thd & Bristol. Sinh ra
& thanh phé d6 (1752) ngay sau khi nguoi cha qua doi, cdu
bé nhay cAm va gidu tri twdng twong 16m 1én trong mot thé
gi¢i day nhirng huyén canh lich s cia chinh minh. Chang
nghién ctru mot cudn tir dién chir Anglo-Saxon, va bang ngbén
ngt chang nghi 1a thudc thé ky XV chang sang tac nhirng bai
tho ma chang vér 1a da tim thdy & nha thd St. Mary Radcliffe,
va chang con gan ching cho tac gia Thomas Rowley, mdt tu
si twdng twong clia thé ky XV. Nam 1769, & tudi 17, ong gri
di mot s6 “bai tho Rowley” nay cho Horace Walpole - nguwoi
tirng xudt ban Otranto nhw mot tac phdm nguyén ban thoi
Trung dai ndm nam trwéc d6. Walpole ca ngei cac bai tho
ndy va mdi goi gvi thém nira; Chatterton giti thém, va nho’
tim gitp nha xuit ban, cling mét céng viéc lwong cao nao
d6 tai London. Walpole gtri nhitrng bai tho nay cho Thomas
Gray va William Mason, ca hai cing tuyén b6 chung la d6
gid mao. Walpole bién thw cho Chatterton néi rang nhirng vi
thtrc gia nay “hoan toan khong théa mén véi tinh chan thye
clia bdn thao dwoc cho 1a chia ngai 4y”; va éng khuyén chang
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nén dat thi ca sang bén cho dén khi cé thé tir nudi ban than.
Sau d6 Walpole t&i Paris, quén mét chuyén tra lai cac bai tho.
Chatterton bién thw ba lan doi chiing; phdi mat dén ba thang
chiing méi téi. 40

Thi si téi London (thang Tw 1770) va & mot can phong
gac méi & Ph6 Brook, Holborn. Chang cong tac may bai bao
than Wilkes, va mot s6 bai tho Rowley, cho nhiéu tap chi khac
nhau, nhwng ngwoi ta trd chang qud it (8 penny cho mdi bai
tho) d&n mirc chang khong thé dung s8 tién d6 ma nudi than.
Chang da c6 nhung khong gianh dwoc cong viéc tre' li cho
mot vi bac si gidi phau trén mot tau budn Phi chau. Ngay 27
thang Tam, chang sang tac 1o tir biét cay dang véi thé gian:

Farewell, Bristolia’s dingy piles ~ Gia biét, d6ng gach xam xit xt
of brick Bristolia,

Lovers of mammon, worshippers Nhitng ké yéu pht quy, phung

of trick! thd manh khoe!

Ye spurned the boy who gave ~ Céc ngwoi hit hiii cAu bé dd mang
you antique lays, dén nhiing khiic tho ¢6 xwra

And paid for learning with Va lay 1o khen trong rong tra
your empty praise. cong cho hoc vén.

Farewell, ye guzzling Gia biét, nhirng tay uy vién
aldermanic fools, tham lam ng6c xuén,

By nature fitted for corruption’s Ma theo ban chit qué hop véi
tools! cOng cu gdy nhiing lam!

Farewell, my mother!—cease,  Gia biét, me t6i! - ditng lai, hon

my anguished soul, khé dau ctia toi,

Nor let distraction’s billows o’er Ciing dirng dé séng cudn noi
me roll! xao lang cudn 1én toi;

Have mercy, Heaven! when Hay nhéan ttr, h&i Thién dang!
here I cease to live, khi noi day toi da nglrng séng,
And this last act of Va thit tha cho hanh ddng gay
wretchedness forgive. khén khé cudi cing nay.
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Sau d6, chang udng thach tin ty sat. Chang dwoc 17 tudi 9
thang. Chang dwgc chon cit & nghia trang ngudi ngheo.

Nhirng bai tho cta chang gior day day ca hai quyén. Néu
chang goi chiing la nhtrng thtr bit chwéc thay vi 1a nguyén
bén, chang han sé dwroc nhin nhan la mot thi si thue tai, bdi
mot s6 bai tho Rowley ciing hay ngang ban géc clia cing thé
loai. Khi chang viét bang chinh tén that, chang c6 thé thao
nén nhirng van tho chAm biém cé thé d6i dich véi Pope, nhw
trong “The Methodist”# hodc - cay ding hon ca - 17 dong
mang nhiéc Walpole 1a mot ké by do nhin tam. 4> Khi nhirng
ban thao con lai clia chang dwec xuét ban (1777), vi bién tap
vién budc tdi Walpole c6 mot phan trdch nhiém cho céi chét
ctia thi si; Walpole bién ho minh vién 1& rang 6ng cdm thiy
khong c6 bén phan phai gitp mét ké mao danh trién mién.'s3
Mot s6 thm hon nong 4&m nhw Goldsmith khéng dinh nhitng
bai tho d6 1a chinh thire; Johnson cwdi cot ban minh nhung
bdo rang: “Day la mot chang trai phi pham nhéit vén cham
tran dwoc véi kién thire clia toi. That tuyét diéu 1am sao khi
s6i con lai viét dworc nhirng thir thé nay.”*#+ Shelly twdng nhé
d6i dong ciu trai trong tdc phdm Adonais, va Keats dé tang
ban Endymion cho chang dé twdng niém.

Chatterton dao thoéat khoi nhirng thuc tai go ghé & Bristol
va London qua nhitrng ciu chuyén truyén ki thoi trung dai
va thach tin. William Cowper thdo chay khéi London ma
Johnson da yéu mén dén tin vé don so thén da, tin ngudng
tén gido, va con loan tri dinh ki. Ngw¢i 6ng clia 0ng duwoc tha
t0i sat nhan va tré thanh thdm phan; cha 6ng la mft muyc sw
Anh gido; me 6ng thudc vé ciing gia dinh von d4 san sinh ra
John Donne. Ba chét khi 6ng 1én 6, d€ lai cho 6ng nhrng ki tc
u siu vé sy quan tam triu mén; 53 ndm sau d6, khi mot nguoi
ho hang gk cho 6ng birc anh cii clia ngwoi me, 6ng nhé lai,
trong mot bai tho ddm thadm,“® ba thwdng tim mei cach dé
xoa diu ndi s¢ phtt béng t8i 1én nhitng dém tho du cla 6ng.
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T nhérng ban tay nudng chiéu 6ng da trai qua, & ndm
lén 7, cho dén ngdi tredng ndi tra noi 6ng thanh mot dau
sai nhut nhat cho mot dtva con do von chang tha cho 6ng bat
ctr tro si nhyc nao. Ong bj chi¥ng viém mit, va trong nhiéu
ndm, ong dwoc mot bac si nhan khoa cham séc. Nam 1741,
& tudi lén 10, 6ng dworc gri di hoc tai Westminster School &
London. O tudi 17, 6ng bit dau ba nam lam viéc trong vai trd
thwr k§ cho mét van phong luat sw & Holborn. Lic nay 6ng da
da tudi yéu dwong; vi ngwdi em ho Theodora Cowper s6ng
gan do, ba tré thanh than twong cho nhirng con mo mang
ctia 6ng. O tudi 21, 6ng t&i séng trong Middle Temple, va &
tudi 23, 6ng dwgc nhan vao luat sw doan. Ghét phap luat, va
nhat nhét trieéee toa an, 6ng roi vao trang thai nghi bénh, von
tram trong hon khi cha ctia Theodora cAm ba c6 bat ki lién
hé gi thém v&i ngudi anh ho cta ba. Cowper khong bao gior
gap lai ba, khong bao gi¢ quén ba, va khong bao gio 14y vo.

N&m 1763, d6i dién véi tinh thé budc phai xuét hién truéc
Vién Quy tdc, 6ng suy sup, tré nén loan tri, va tim céch ty
sat. Ban beé gi 6ng t&i mot dwdng tri vién & St. Albans. Sau
18 théng, 6ng dwoc tha ra, va séng mot cudc doi gan nhw
cd doc & Huntington, gan Cambridge; Iic ndy, 6ng noi, ong
“khéng ham muén bat ki m6i hiép thong nao ngoai Chda va
Giésu Kit6”# Ong ch4p nhan tin diéu phai Calvin theo nghia
den, va nghi nhiéu dén sy ctru rdi va sy day doa noi dia nguc.
Nh¢ mot co' duyén tot lanh, dng gap dwoc mot gia dinh dia
phwong ma tin ngwdng cia ho mang lai binh an va tir tam
thay vi ndi s¢ hai: Ptrc cha Morley Unwin, nguwdi vgr Mary,
ngudi con trai William va ngwoi con gai Susannah. Cowper
so sanh ngwdi cha véi Linh muc Adams trong Joseph Andrews
clia Fielding; 6ng nhin thdy ngwdi me th hai & Ba Unwin,
nguwdi lon hon dng 7 tudi. Ba cing con géi ba d6i dai 6ng nhw
con trai va anh trai, va cho 6ng c6 dwoc sy cham lo tinh té clia
phu nit, khién 6ng gan nhw yéu doi trd lai. Ho moi 6ng dén
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sdng cung, 6ng da dén (1765), va thdy hon minh dwoc chiva
lanh noi cudc séng gian di ctia ho.

Niém hanh phiic nay bat than chdm dt khi nguwdi cha
thiét mang do nga ngwa. Ngudi qua phu cing c6 con géi, dwa
Cowper di cing, chuyén t&i séng tai Olney & Buckinghamshire,
dé dwgc gan nha truyén dao phtc 4m tr danh John Newton.
Ong thuyét phuc Cowper di ciing minh t&i thim nhitng
nguwdi bénh va viét nhirng bai thanh ca. Mot trong s6 nhirng
bai “Thanh ca Olney” chira nhirng dong ndi tiéng sau:

God moves in a mysterious way Chtia troi thiic ddy theo 161 bi nhiém

His wonders to perform; DE& nhirng ky cong clia ngai
thé hién;
He plants his footsteps in the =~ Ngai giang nhirng bwé-c chan
sea, trén bién,
And rides upon the storm.# Va cudi trén giong bao.

Nhuwng nhirng bai thuyét gidng lira dia nguc ctia Newton,
“d4nh bat hon mot ngwdi gido dan ra khai vi tri cAn bang”,
ting thém chtr khong gidm di nhitrng nbi so mang tinh thén
hoc ctia thi si.4° “Chua tréi”, Cowper néi, “ludn kinh khing
ddi voi toi ngoai trir lac toi thdy Ngai thao bd voi dam cta
Ngai bang cach cho né vao vo boc than xac ctia Giésu Kitd.”'°
Ong ciu hén phu nhan Unwin, nhung con loan tri tht hai
(1773) ngan can cudc hon nhan; 6ng phuc hdi sau 3 nim
dwoc cham lo an can. Nam 1779, Newton rdi Olney, va long
sting tin ctia Cowper ré sang khic ngodt diu ém hon.

Nhitng nguwdi dan ba khac gitp Mary Unwin gitt cho thi
si ludn tiép xtic véi nhivng sy vu tran tuc. Phu nhan Austin,
go4 chdong nhwng twoi vui, tir bd cdn nha & London, chuyén
t&i Olney sdng, két giao véi nha Unwin, va mang khong khi ho
hé&i dén cai noi ma by lau ngudi ta toan tap trung vao nhirng
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bi kich ltc nay lac kia & doi. Chinh ba 1a ngwdi ké cho Cowper
nghe cau chuyén ma 6ng chuyén thanh “The Diverting
History of John Gilpin” (Cau chuyén li tha vé John Gilpin)**
va chuyén xe ngwa mién cwdéng hoang dai clia nhan vat.
Mot nguwdi ban cta gia dinh gki bai ballad vui nhon nay
cho mot t& bdo; mot nam dién vién, nguwdi ké tuc Garrick
& Nha hét Drury Lane, da doc bai tho & do6; n6 tré thanh
dé tai ban tan & London, va Cowper ném dwoc mui vi danh
tiéng dau tién. Ong chwa tirng nghiém tic xem minh 14 thi
si; gio* day phu nhan Austin thic giuc 6ng viét thém tac
phdm quan trong khac. Nhwng vé cha dé gi? Ve bat ki tht
gi, ba déap, va, chi tay dén céi trwdng ki, ba giao cho 6ng
nhiém vy tan tung né bang nhitng van tho. Vui vé dé mot
nguwdi dan ba quyén ra ra 1énh, Cowper viét bai The Task
(Nhiém vy). Cong bd ndm 1785, bai tho dwec don chao
gitta nhirtng nguwdi lac nay da chan ngan chién tranh va
chinh tri va nhirng xung doét thi thanh.

D6 hén sé 1a mot nhiém vu thuwce sy khi viét hodc doc sdu
“tap sach” vé mot cai trwong ki trir phi ngudi ta c6 dwgce
nhitng phdm hanh ctia Crébillon fils;'s* Cowper du tinh téo
dé dung n6 chi nhw khéi diém. Sau khi dwa n6 1én dinh diém
trong mot lich st hai hwée vé nhirng céi ghé, 6ng 1én vao cht
dé wa thich clia minh, v6n c6 thé tébm gon trong dong tho
tri¢ danh nhét cta bai tho: “God made the country, and man
made the town” (Chda lam nén xi& s&, va con ngudi lam nén
phd thi).’s3 Thi si thira nhan rdng nghé thuat va tai huing bién
né r6 & London; dng ca ngoi Reynolds va Chatham, va kinh
ngac treérc moén khoa hoc “do lwdrng mot nguyén tir va gior
day boc quanh thé gi¢i”;s* nhwng 6ng khién trach “n veeong
clia cac d6 thanh” vi da trirng phat mot s6 toi trom cap nhd
nhoi bdng 4n t& trong khi lai hao ph6ng ban cac twéc hiéu
cho “nhirng ké twéc doat vang ctia cong ching’”.
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Oh for a lodge in some vast
wilderness,

Some boundless contiguity of
shade,

Where rumor of oppression
and deceit,

Of unsuccessful or successful
war,

Might never reach me more!
My ear is pain’d,

My soul is sick, with every
day’s report

Of wrong and outrage with
which earth is filled.ss
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0i, cho noi & trong chén hoang
vu ménh mong,

Day bong ram ké nhau khong
ranh giéi,

Noi tiéng don vé &p biec va déi
Itra,

Ctia cudc chién tranh that bai
hodc thanh cong,

C6 thé ching bao gi¢r t&i dwoc
toi! Tai toi don dau,

Hon t6i bénh hoan, voi twedng
trinh thwdng nhat

V@ céi sai tréai va cai bao tan 14p
day trai dat.

@ng that kinh trieé'c nan budn ban noé 1&; 6ng la mot trong
nhirng nguwdi Anh dau tién 1én tiéng chi trich ngwdi nao

finds his fellow guilty of a
skin

Not colored like his own; and
having power

To enforce the wrong . . .

Dooms and devotes him as his
lawful prey . . .

Then what is man? And what
man, seeing this,

And having human feelings,
does not blush,

And hang his head, to think
himself a man?'s®

thiy dong bao minh ti 16i do
c6 nudrc da
Khéng c6 mau nhw chinh
minh; va c6 quyén
Cuong bivc ké sai trai . . .

K&t toi va hién dang ho nhw con
moi hop phép. . .

Thé con ngwdi la cai gi? Va
ngwdi ndo, thy diéu nay,

Va ¢6 nhirng xtic cdm con
nguwdi, lai khong dé mat,

Va guc dau, khi nghi minh la
mdt con ngudi?
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Tuy vay, 6ng két lai, “nwéc Anh, diu c6 bao 16i lam, ta van yéu
quy nguoi”.s’

Ong cam thdy nhirng 16i [Am nay sé dwoc lam nhe bot di
néu nwéc Anh tré vé voi ton gido va doi song thon da. “Toi
1a mot con nai khén khé vén da roi bay” - tirc 1a dng da rori
London, noi ma “cac ¢d gai diém xua chung toi di” - va tim
thdy phwong thudc chiva lanh trong tin nguéng va tw nhién.
Hay dén mién qué! Hay nhin con song Ouse, “uén lirgn cham
chdm qua mién dong bang phang 1i”; bay gia stc ling I&, can
thon x4 clia ndng dan cing mai 4m virng vang, chép dinh nha
tho trong lang chi dén ndi sdu khé va hi vong; hady nghe tiéng
sudi vb roc rach, va tiéng riu rit bubi ban mai ctia bay chim.
O viing qué moi mua déu c6 nim han hoan cta riéng no;
muwra mua xuan ban phic lanh, va tuyét mua dong thi thanh
khiét. That ém &i khi 1é bwérc qua 16p tuyét roi sau @6 tu tap
lai quanh &nh Itra buéi chiéu hom!

Cowper gan nhw khéng viét tac phdm nao cé gia tri sau
The Task. Nam 1786 6ng doi sang Weston Underwood gan
do; tai day 6ng mac phai con loan tri khac kéo dai ntra nam.
Nam 1792 phu nhan Unwin bi mot ct dot quy gay bai liét;
trong ba nam ba song lay 14t nhw mot ké tan phé vo dung.
Cowper chdam s6c ba nhw ba da tirng chdm s6c 6ng, va trong
thang cudi cung cta ba, 6ng viét mdy dong tho “To Mary
Unwin” (Glri dén Mary Unwin):

Thy silver locks, one auburn Nhitng lon téc mau bac cta
bright, nang, mau nau vang sang,

Are still more lovely in my sight Hay con dang yéu lam trong

mat ta
Than golden beams of orient Hon bao tia vang 6ng noi anh
light, sang hwéng dong,
My Mary!'s® Mary cua ta!
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Nam 1794, guc nga trwée viec cham s6c ngwdi bénh, va sy
gang strc dich Homéros bat thanh, éng lai héa dién, va tim
céch huy hoai chinh minh. Ong hoi phyc, va théat khoi cadnh
khon don veé tai chinh do nhan dwoc mitc trer cp chinh pht
300 bang. Nhwng vao ngay 17 thang Mw¢i Hai 1796, Mary
Unwin chét, va Cowper thiy 10ng mat mat va bo vor, dau cho
ong da tim dwgc ngwdi ban méi noi ngwdi chi cta Theodora,
phu nhin Harret Cowper Hesketh. Nhitng ngay thang cudi
cting clia 6ng bi &m anh b&i nhirng nbi s¢ ton gido. Ong chét
ngay 25 thang Tw 1800, tho 68 tudi.

Ong thudc vé phong trao Lang man trong vin chwong, va
thudc vé phong trao Phiic Am trong ton gido. Ong két thiic
vi thé tri vi cia Pope trong thi ca, va stra soan cho vi thé ctia
Wordsworth; 6ng mang vao thi ca tinh ty nhién vé hinh thtrc
va tinh chan that vé xtGc cdm von chin ngwng dong chdy ao
at cta nhirng cdp cau tho gid tao ma Thoi dai Augustus da
bubng tha trén nwéc Anh biy nay. Tén gido cta ong la 1o
nguyén rta ddi véi 6ng & chinh hinh dnh v& mét vi Chiia bao
tht va mot dia nguc bat dung thir; tuy vy han chinh ton gido,
cling nhw c4c ban ning clia ngudi me, 13 thir dan dit nhirng
nguwoi dan ba t t€ dén chd chdm lo cho “con nai khén khé”
nay virgt qua bao ndi sdu khé va bao canh budn phién.

VII. Oliver Goldsmith

“Poll t6i nghiép” (poor Poll) cling c6 nhirng bi kich cta riéng
minh, nhwng nhirng bi kich nay khéng bj lam tram trong thém
b&i mot tin diéu tan bao, va dwoc gidi téa bang nhitng khtc
khai hoan trong vdn xubi va thi ca cling nhw trén sin khiu.
Cha 6ng la mét Cha phé Anh gido khiém cung trong mot
ngdi lang Ireland, mot ngwdi ngoai than hoc ra con di trong
trot, kiém dwoc 40 bang mét nam. Khi Oliver 2 tubi (1730)
vi Cha pho nay dwgc phong lam muc sw ving Kikenny West,
va gia dinh chuyén vao & mdt cin nha trén con dudng cai gan
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Lissoy, ma sau d6 d6i tén thanh Auburn v&i niém tin rdng,
Goldsmith hdn da nghi dén con dwdng nay khi dng viét bai tho
The Deserted Village.

Oliver theo hoc mot chudi cac trwong ti€u hoc, va nhé
nhét 6ng thay hiéu tredng vén xudt than 14 si quan hau can,
ngudi cd thé khong bao gitr quén dwoc nhirng tran chién ctia
ong, nhwng ciing c6 thé ké lai nhirng cau chuyén ¢6 tich hap
dan, nhirng chuyén thin tién va ma quy. O tudi lén 9, cau
bé suyt chét vi bénh dau mua, cin bénh vén lam bién dang
mot trong nhitng khuén mit dep nhat tirng dwec ban cho
mét tdm hon kha 4i. O tudi 15, cau theo hoc triedng Trinity
College & Dublin theo dién giam hoc phi, hoéc theo dién sinh
vién vira hoc vira lam, mdc bd y phuc ndi bat, lam céng viéc
day t¢, va bi 6ng thay day kém doc tai hach sach. Ong chay
trén téi Cork, dy tinh kiém dwong sang xtx Mi, nhwng nguwoi
anh trai Henry tom dwoc 6ng va du éng quay vé lai treong.
Oliver hoc t6t mén c6 dién, nhwng t6 ra khong dung nap
dwgc mon khoa hoc, tuy vay, ong lai xoay x& dwec cach c6
dwgc tAm bang ctr nhan.

Ong (rng tuyén vao cac pham chirc nhd ctia Gido hdi nhwng
1am kinh ngac vi gidm muc khi xuét hién trong cai quan 6ng
tum mau tim. Bi tir chdi, dng tré thanh thay day kém, tranh
cii vé&i hoc sinh, va mot 1an nitra di t¢i Cork va nhdm téi xtr
M§. Mot ngwdi chi can thiép bang cach tam &ng cho 6ng 50
bang dé t&i London. Oliver mét sach tién trong mot song bac.
Ho hang clia 0ng ai ndy déu that vong tridrc sw bt tai biéng
nhéc cta 6ng, nhung lai 14y lam vui thich trwéc tinh twoi
vui, ciy sdo va nhirng bai ca clia ong. MOt ngan quy dwoc gay
dyng nhdm tai trgr cho 6ng theo hoc nganh y & Edinburgh,
sau d6 & Leiden. Ong c6 tién bd, nhing roi khéi Leiden ma
chwa kip 14y bang. Tai Paris (6ng cho ta biét) 6ng tham gia
nhirng budi gidng héa hoc cia Rouelle. Sau dé, 6ng di du
ngoan (1755) khip Phép, Dtec, Thuy Si va mién Béc nwéc Y,
choi sdo & nhirng bubi vii hoi mién qué, kiém nhirng btra an
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qua ngay, nhan bé thi & cac cong dan vién.'>® Thang Mot 1756,
ong tré vé Anh.

Ong hanh nghe y & London, stra c4c ban in thtr cho Samuel
Richardson, day hoc & Surrey, sau d6 dinh cwt & London hanh
nghé viét muwén, lam d moi nghé la lung vé van hoc va cong
tac v&i mdy to tap chi. Ong viét trong 4 tudn quyén Life of
Voltaire (Cudc doi Voltaire). Nam 1759, 6ng thuyét phuc
Dudsley xuét ban cuén khao cru so by mang tén Enquiry
into the State of Polite Learning in Europe (Thdm tra vé hién
trang gi4o duc lich thiép & chau Au). Nhitrng nhan dinh trong
cuon sach vé cac vién quan li nha hat da gy nén sy xtc pham
khén nguoi d6i véi Garrick. Cudn sach 1ap ludn rdng, cac thoi
dai cta van chwong sang tao ¢ xu hwéng dwgc ti€p néi boi
cac thei dai phé binh, von suy ra nhirng quy tac tir thye hanh
clia nguwdi sang tao, va c6 xu hwéng han ché vian phong va
tri twdng twong cta nhirng thi si m&i. Goldsmith nghi rdang
chau Au dang & trong tinh trang nhw thé vao ndm 1759.

Mot ndm sau do6, 6ng viét cho tér Public Ledger cua Newbery
“Nhirng birc thw Trung Hoa”, dwgc tai ban nam 1762 dudi
dang cuén The Citizen of the World (Cong dan cta thé giéi).
Kich ban cling xwa ci: hinh dung mét 1 khach bong phwong
mang 1ong vui tha va kinh khiép khi twéorng thudt lai nhitng
18 théi cta dan chau Au. Thé la Lien Chi Altangi, trong cac
birc thw giri mot ngwdi ban & qué nha, md ta chau Au nhw
mot san khiu vo trat ty diy nhirng ké ham lgi, nhiéu tham
vong va mwu do. Goldsmith cong b6 cudn sach dwéi dang néc
danh, nhung cw dan Pho Fleet nhdn ra van phong clia 6ng
trong 16i dung ngbn ngt gidn don, nhirng mo ta sinh dong
va giong diéu hoa nha. Cam nhin dwoc danh tiéng minh,
ong chuyén t&i chd & tot hon & S6 6 Wine Office Court. Ngoi
khen Johnson trong “Nhirng btrc thw Trung Hoa”, 6ng danh
bao mdi nha tir dién hoc nay (dang séng ngay bén kia dwong)
dén dung bira t6i mudn. Johnson t&i, va tinh bang htru dai lau
clia ho bt dau (ngay 31 thang Nam 1761).
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Mot hdm vao thang Mwdi 1762, Johnson nhan mot birc thw
khan tir Goldsmith, nh¢r gitp d&. Ong gtri mot dong guinea,
dén ngay sau do, va thdy 1a Goldsmith sip stra bi b4t vi khong
tra dwoc tién thué nha. Ong héi ban minh phai ching 6ng
khong c6 th gi ddng gid d€ dem cam hay ban. Goldsmith
dwa 6ng mot ban thdo nhan dé The Vicar of Wakefield (Muc
sw x(r Wakefield). Johnson (theo twdng thuét clia Johnson'®°)
bao ba chu nha hay ch¢ chit, mang cudn tiéu thuyét dén John
Newbery, mot cht nha sach, ban véi gia 60 bang va mang
tién vé cho Goldsmith, 6ng ta tra tién thué nha va mua mot
chai rwgru vang udng mirng. Nha sach d6 gitr ban thao khong
xudt ban trong 4 nam.

Thang Muwdi Hai 1764, Goldsmith gri di bai tho quan
trong dau tién cta minh, The Traveller, or a Prospect of
Society (Ngudi lir khach, hay mot vién canh vé xa héi). Ong
truy lai nhitng cudc lang du ch6n Luc dia, miéu tad nhing
khuyét diém va phdm tinh & mbi ving dat, va lwu y ring
méi xt s& déu cho minh 1a hay nhit. Ong hanh dién & uy
quyén clia nwéc Anh (vOn vira méi thang cudc Chién tranh
Bay Nam), va mo ta cac vi tha twéng:

Pride in their port, defiance in ~ Kiéu hanh ngoai diéu bd, khang
their eye, ngy noi dnh mat,

I see the lords of human kind ~ Toi thdy c4c cht t€ clia loai
pass by; ngwdi di ngang qua;

nhwng 6ng canh bdo théi tham lam dang lam 6 ué sy cai
tri ctia Anh Qudc, rdang nhirng khu d4t quay rao ich ki dang
khién cho ndng dan cing kiét va xua nhirng ngwdi con virng
chai nhit nwéc Anh sang x¢ My. Ong da dem ban thao t&i
chd Johnson, ngwdi dong gop vao 9 dong, cht yéu la vé cubi
bai, ha thip di thm anh hwdng cta chinh tri 1én hanh phic c4
nhan, va ca tung nhirng niém han hoan trong gia dinh.
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Thanh cong cta bai tho lam ngac nhién hét thdy moi
ngwdi ngoai trir Johnson, ngwdi da tre gitp bai tho dy bang
cach tuyén bé, “Chwa tirng c6 bai tho ndo dep ngan dy ké tir
th&i ciia Pope™® - nghe nhw mot 1&i nhuc ma Gray. Nha xut
ban ki€m dwgc loi nhudn tot nhe lién tuc ra nhiéu 4n ban,
nhwng chi dwa 20 guinea cho tac gid. Goldsmith chuyén t&i &
ch0 tot hon trong Temple; 6ng mua bd y phuc méi, véi quan
Ong tim mau tia, 4o choang tim, bd téc gid, va mot cay giy,
r6i bang vé nghiém trang nay, 6ng quay lai hanh nghé y. Cudc
thir nghiém [nghé y] khong thanh, va thanh cong ctia The
Vicar of Wakefield dwa Ong tr¢ lai van chwong.

Nguwdi chl nha sach tirng mua ban thao cta Johnson cam
thiy rdng danh tiéng twoi méi ciia Goldsmith sé giap cho
cudn ti€u thuyét la ki ndy dwoc doc gid ti€p nhan. Cudn sach
xuat hién vé&i 4n ban khé nhé vao ngay 277 thang Ba 1766; dworc
ban hét sau 2 thang, va 4n ban th hai ban hét sau 3 thang
tiép theo; nhuwng phai doi dén ndm 1774 thi doanh s ban
m&i b lai dwoc khodn dau tw ctia nha xuét ban. Ngay tir dau
nam 1770, Herder da gi¢i thiéu né cho Goethe, ngwoi danh
gia n6 1a “mot trong nhirng ti€u thuyét hay nhit tirng dwoc
viét nén”.*%* Walter Scott dong y./ Washington Irving kinh
ngac trwdrc viec mot ké doc than vo gia cw tir thud &u tho lai
c6 thé vé nén “birc tranh dang yéu nhit hang vé drc hanh gia
dinh va moi sy 4u yém ctia tinh trang két hon”.%¢C6 I chinh
st tach biét clia Goldsmith véi doi séng gia dinh khién dng
Iy twedng héa mai 4m, tinh trang doc than mién cwdng khién
ong Iy twdng héa phu nit tré, va nhirng chuyén tinh ai ndc
danh ctia 6ng khién 6ng tung ca tinh trinh bach cta nt giéi
12 thtr quy gia nhét doi. Nhitng ky e than thwong clia ong
vé cha va anh trai minh gitp 6ng c6 dwgc brc chan dung vé
Tién si Primrose, ngwdi “véi tw cach linh muyc, ngudi chong,
va ngwdi cha cta gia dinh... sé hgp nhét trong chinh minh
nhitng tinh cach vi dai nhét thé gian”%s Nhitng chuyén ngao
du cta chinh 6ng tai hién & ngwdi con trai George, nguoi,
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twong ty Goldsmith, da két thic cac chuyén di clia minh béng
nghé viét muén & London. Cau chuyén that phi thwong va
quyén ri.

Thu nhép tir The Traveller va The Vicar of Wakefield dwoc
tiéu xai hét trong thoéang chéc, do Goldsmith 1a ké hoang phi,
va ludn s6ng trong twong lai. Ong mang 1ong ghen ti nghi
vé danh tiéng va co @6 von c6 thé dén tir mot vé kich thanh
cong. Ong d3t bt viét thé loai kho nay, dit tén tc phim 1a The
Good-Natured Man (Ngw&i 6n hoa), va glri cho Garrick. David
tim cach quén di nhirng nhan xét xic pham ma Goldsmith da
dwa ra d€ néi vé minh; 6ng dong ¥ dwng v& kich ndy. Tuy vay,
v& nay lai cwdi cgt nhirng vé hai kich tinh cam, vén la nhirng
tht héi ra tién cho Garrick. Ong d& xuit mét s§ thay d6i.
Goldsmith tir chéi; Garrick ¢ng truéc cho tac gid 40 bang,
nhuwng day dwa lau dén mic vi tac gid khinh suit ndy dem
chuyén ban thao sang cho ké d6i dich cta Garrick, George
Colman, ngwdi quan li Nha hat Covent Garden. Cac dién vién
cta Colman ché bai vé& kich; Johnson mang hét sirc minh ra
chéng d&, tham gia cac budi dién tap, viét doan m& dau. Vé
kich ra mat ngay 29 thang Mot 1768; dién trong 10 dém, va
sau d6 lang dan lai chi nhw mét thanh céng khiém tén; dau
vay no cling mang lai cho tac gid 500 bang.

Kiém bon tién trong mot nam, Goldsmith, khong nghe lori
khuyén cta Johnson, da chuyén t¢i mot can ho khang trang
& Brick Court, va stra soan noi d6 nhitu dén mic déng phai
quay lai nghé viét muwén dé€ trang trai cac khoan chi phi. Giy
day, 6ng viét nhiéu ciu chuyén lich st binh d4n vé Roma, Hy
Lap, Anh, va mét cudn History of Animated Nature (Lich st
vé sinh vat ty nhién) - tit thay déu nghéo nan vé hoc thuat
nhung dwoc td6 diém bang 16i vin thanh nha. Khi ai d6 héi
tai sao dng lai viét nhitng cubén nhw vay, 6ng dap rang ching
gitp dng c6 dworc céi an, trong khi thi ca thi lai d& 6ng déi. Dau
vay, ngay 26 thang Nam 1770, ong gri di kiét tadc cia minh,
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The Deserted Village (Ngbdi lang bi bo hoang), ma nh¢ d6 6ng
nhén dwoc 100 guinea - mdt mirc gia horp li vao thoi d6 cho
mot bai tho chi dai 17 trang. Bon 4n ban dworc ban sach trong
3 thang.

Cht dé ctia bai tho 1a sy bd hoang mién qué ctia nhitng
nguwdi nong dan mat dat do sy xuat hién cta nhirng khu dat
quay rao. Bai thor miéu ta:

Sweet Auburn! loveliest village Auburn diu ngot! ng6i lang

of the plain dang yéu nhit dong bang

Where health and plenty Noi strc khoe va sung tic lam

cheered the laboring swain; phén chin nhitng chang trai
lao nhoc

Bai tho c6 nhitng sdc hong ti tri twdng twong do thi cla
Goldsmith dwerc thém vao sy trii phid cia ndong dan von (theo
6ng) c6 d6 trwedre khi c6 cac khu dat quay rao. Ong miéu ta
nhitrng canh thon d&, du loai hoa, “céi giwdng ciii chan rao,
nong trai vun boi”, nhitng mon thé thao va nhirng diéu vii ctia
ngdi lang, “trinh ntt e 16” va chang trai mun nhot, va nhitng
gia dinh hanh phtc, ma trong d6, hiéu hanh va déc hanh 1a
hai thir ngy tri. Mot Ian nira 6ng thiy cha minh lam muyc sw
& Kikenny West:

A man he was to all the coun- Mot ngwi von di than thwong
try dear, véi toan by mién qué

And passing rich with forty Va s6ng doi phu thinh véi bén
pounds a year— muoi bdng moi nAm—

da dé 6ng nuodi dn ké lang thang, ctru vét ké tiéu xai hoang
phi, dung chi¢a ngwoi linh suy nhwoc, ghé tham ngwdi beénh,
va ty lao ngudi sép chét.
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At church, with meek and
unaffected grace,

His looks adorned the
venerable place;

Truth from his lips prevailed
with double sway,

And fools who came to scoff
remained to pray.

Tai nha the, véi vé ung dung
hién hoa va chan that,

Vé mit ong t6 diém chén thiéng
liéng nay;

Chan li ttr d6i méi dng wu troi
vurot buec,

Va bon ngéc dén giéu cot da nan
lai nguyén cau.

Vi hiéu tredng tirng go ép thoi nién thiéu cia thi si dwoc
chuyén héa trong hoi twdng thanh mot vi gidng sw “trong

that nghiém nghi”:

Yet he was kind; or if severe
in aught,

The love he bore to learning
was in fault;...

In arguing too, the parson
own’d his skill,

For e’en though vanquish’d he
could argue still;...

With words of learned length
and thund’ring sound

Amazed the gazing rustics
rang’d around;

And still they gaz'd and still
the wonder grew,

That one small head could
carry all he knew.

Tuy thé ong ti t&; hodc gid co
khat khe diéu chi,

Long yéu mén hoc thuat trong
ong la diéu lam 16i;...

Ca trong tranh bién, vi cha x&
nay that tai khéo,

Dau cho bi ha bé thi 6ng vin c6
thé tranh bién;...

Vé&i nhivng tr nglr uyén bac dong
dai va rén vang

Lam kinh ngac bon qué mua
dtrng quanh trin mat nhin;

Va du vay ho c nhin tran va
khong ngirng ngac nhién,
Chuyén cai dau nho kia lai chtva
moi diéu 6ng biét.

Coi thién dang nay da bi hiy hoai, Goldsmith nghi, b&i
nhitng khu dit quiy rao; nong trai cia nong dan bi bién
thanh khu chan tha stc vat, cac gia dinh ndong dan thao chay
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dén c4c thi thanh hodc cic viing thudc dia, va ngudn sudi dirc
hanh chén that ctia mién qué nay dang dan kho can.

Il fares the land, to hastening ~ Té doan hoanh hanh viing dat,
ills a prey, lao dén con moi nay

Where wealth accumulates and Noi ctia cdi chat chdng con con
men decay. ngwdi muyc rira.

Sau khi viét bai tho hay nhét trong thé hé minh, Goldsmith
git day quay lai kich nghé. Nam 1771, 6ng chao m&i ban hai
kich mé&i cho Colman, She Stoops to Conquer (Nang cGi minh
dé chinh phuyc). Colman c& diy dwa nhw Garrick da tirng
lam, cho dén khi Johnson can thiép va gan nhw ra 1énh cho vi
quan li dan dgng v& kich. Garrick, 10ng cam chiu, viét phan
m¢é dau. Sau nhiéu con khd ndo gan nhw 1am suy sup tinh
than t4c gi, vé kich dwoc trinh dién, ngay 15 thang Ba 1773.
Johnson, Reynolds, va nhitng bdng hivru khac dy budi dién ra
mat va luén vd tay khoi mao; ban thian Goldmisth trong lac
do6 lai di lang thang & cong vién St. James, cho dén khi ngwoi
ta thdy dng va trin an 6ng rang vé kich thanh cong vwrgt bac.
N6 dwoc dién trong thdi gian dai; nhitng dém dién sinh loi 4y
gitp cho Goldsmith c6 mét ndm sdng sung tuc.

Gi¢r 6ng ty nang minh 1én vi thé th hai chi sau Johnson
trong s6 nhirng ciy but Anh thdi dé, va tham chi dat dwoc
tiéng tim & ngoai qudc. Ong 1a khudn mat din dau trong cau
lac bo, va dam thwdong xuyén té ¥ khac biét véi Johnson. Khi
c6 cudc chuyén tro vé nhirng ngu ngdn loai vat, 6ng nhan xét
rang that qua kho dé khién bon cd néi chuyén nhuw c4; va “diéu
nay”, 6ng bao Johnson, “khong d& nhw 6ng twdng; vi néu 6ng
muon 1am bon ca bé nhd noi thi tat ca bon ching sé néi nhw
1t c4 voi”%6 Ong Pai Hiing dbi khi quat lai Goldsmith tan bao,
nhuwng diu vay vin yéu quy ong, va long mén yéu d6 dugc
dap lai mic cho long ganh ti clia Goldsmith d6i véi tai dam
thoai bac thay ctia Johnson. Ban than dng chwa bao gior xép dat
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ngan ndp chuyén hoc vén ctia minh; 6ng khong thé cay vao dé
mét cach dé dang va thich dang; 6ng “viét nhw mot thién s,
Garrick cho hay, “va néi chuyén nhw ga Poll t9i nghiép”.'”
Boswell thwong coi khinh Goldsmith, nhwng nhiéu ngwdi
duong thoi - Reynolds, Burke, Wilkes, Percy - phan déi va
cho nhw vdy la bit cong.*® Nguoi ta thiy rdng Goldsmith
thwong noéi nang lwu loat & nhirng cudc tu hoi khong c6 mit
Johnson.%?

Ngit giong, cung cach, va dung mao ctia 6ng déu chéng lai
ong. Ong chwra bao gior mat di cai giong Ireland. Ong 4n van
qua w nhéch nhéc, va déi khi ong con chwng dién bd trang
phuc sic s¢ trong quai dan. Ong tw phu v& nhirng thanh qua
ctia minh va khong thira nhén Johnson giéi hon minh trong
tw cach ngwdi cim bit. Ong cao tAm 1,65m, va tirc t6i trwede
chiéu cao va vé bé thé clia Johnson. Thién tinh ctia dng téa
sang qua gwong mdt tho kéch. Birc chan dung ctia Reynolds
khéng 1y twéng héa 6ng; chd nay 1a d6i moi day, tran thut
vao, mii 16 ra, va d6i mdt tw ly. Nhitng nha biém hoa nhw
Henry Bunbury kéo rong miéng va kéo dai mfii cia Oliver ra;
to London Packet miéu ta 6ng nhw con dwdi woi;™ ca tram
cAu chuyén truyén khdp thi thanh vé nhirng 16i ngé ngén
trong cac bai n6i chuyén va trong hanh dong ctia 6ng, vé tinh
yéu tham kin ctia 6ng danh cho Mary Horneck.

Ban bé 6ng biét rang 16i lam ctia dOng chi 1a thi & bé mit,
vOn gidu di mét tinh théan thién chi, tinh cdm, va tinh rong
lwong gan nhw tai hai. Tham chi Boswell miéu ta ong la
“ngwdi c6 tim 10ng rong lwong nhit dang ton tai; va vi rdng
ong c6 mot lwong cung rng vang that 1on nhd vé hai kich
clia minh, toan by nhirng ké nghéo ting déu cay noi 6ng””
Khi 6ng khoéng con tién dé€ ban phat, 6ng di vay mwon nham
dap &ng cac nhu ciu cta nhirng ngwdi nghéo lam 6ng mui
long.2 Ong khan ciu Garrick (ngudi c6 40 bang vin chwa
dwegc hoan trd) cho dng &rng trweéc 60 bang véi 1od hiva hen
vé mot vé kich khac; Garrick glri dng s tién dy. Goldsmith
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khi chét van cOn ng 2.000 bang. “Pa bao gi¢ thi si”, Johnson
héi, “tirng dwoc tin twdng dwdng dy truede day?”73

Nam 1774, khi sdp stra t&¢i mot trong nhirng cau lac bd
ma Ong 1a thanh vién, thi dng 1én con sét. Ong khing khing
doi ké toa cho ban than, quén di 1oi khuyén cta Beauclerk
rang ong chi nén ké toa cho ké thu minh thoi; 6ng tw mua
thudc udng, va tinh hinh cang té hon. Mot y si dworc goi dén,
nhung moi s da qua tré. Ong chét ngdy 4 thang T, chi méi
45 tubi. MOt dam doéng nguwdi khéc than ty tap quanh thi hai
ong, nhitng ngwdi dan ong va dan ba chat phac trwdc day
tirng séng nho 1ong tir thién ctia 6ng. Ong dwoc choén & nghia
trang nha th¢ cia Temple, nhuwng ban bé 6ng doi phai dyng
mot dai ky niém & Tu vién. Nollekens khic bia twdng niém,
Johnson viét md chi. T6t hon hét 1a dung chinh nhirng dong
tho cha thi si trong The Good-Natured Man: “Cudc doi vao
thoi khic tuyét hdo nhit chi 1a mot dia tré ty phy, vén can
dworc chiéu 1ong va dd danh chat it cho dén khi né thiép nga
di, va sau d6, moi sy chim soc déu két thac.”7
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Chuong 7

SAMUEL JOHNSON
1709-1784

I. Nhitrng nam thang bién dang: 1709-1746
Ong doc d4o ma lai dién hinh; khac vé&i moi nguw¢i Anh thoi
minh, nhung lai 1a hinh twong khéi quat cd x* Anh vé thé
x4c lan tdm hon; bi nhitng van nhan dwong théi vieot qua &
moi dia hat van chwong (ngoai trir mang bién soan tir dién),
nhung lai chi phoi ho suét ca mot thé hé, ngw tri bén trén ho
ma khong ddy 1én bat ki diéu gi ngoai trir tiéng néi ctia minh.
Hay dé chiing t6i ghi nhan ngén ngon nhirng ct va dap vén
nhdo nin 6ng thanh ra hinh thi1 d&c di ctia minh. Ong 1a con ca
ctia Michael Johnson, nha ban sach, nha in va ban van phong
phdm & Lichfield, cAch London 118 ddm. Ngwdi me, nhii danh
Sarah Ford, vén thudc dong déi it nhiéu thwong lwu. Ba 37
~ tu6i vao ndm 1706 lic cwdi Michael, ngwoi khi d6 50.
Samuel 1a mot dra tré 6m yéu khi sinh ra dén ndi ong
dwoc rira toi ngay tiec thi, phong khi chét ma chwa dworc
rira tdi, theo gido ludt cta than hoc, 6ng sé mai mai ngy &
Lam-bd, phong ngoai am dam ctia dia nguc. Ong sé'm to triéu
chirng ctia bénh trang nhac. Khi 6ng dwgc 30 thang tudi, me
ong, ddu dang mang thai dira con trai tht hai, vin mang 6ng
di mot chidng dwong xe ngwa dai dén London dé dwoc Nir
vwong Anne ban cho “cai cham tay xua dudi bénh hoang gia
(king’s evil)”.! N& vwong cO hét sttc, nhwng cin bénh lam

i King’s evil, ttc bénh trang nhac (scrofula) ma theo truyén thuyét & Anh
,chi ¢é vua méi chifa dudc bang cach cham tay vao cd thé bénh nhan.
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Johnson khong dung dwec mot mat va mot tai, cing nhirng
ndi khé ndo khac lam khudén mit 6ng bién dang.' Dau vay
ong lén 1én manh khoé vé cor bdp 1an than hinh; va sttc manh
1an sy bé thé ctia 6ng da chong d& cho cai luin thuyét tuyét
d6i ma nhw Goldsmith than phién, bién ca nén cong hoa chi
nghia tr¢ thanh mot nén quan cht. Samuel nghi rang 6ng da
thira hwdng tir cha minh céi tinh “u uét g&m ghiéc, n6 khién
t6i dién sudt doi minh, it nhét 12 khong tinh tao.”> C6 1€, nhw
trong treong hop cta Cowper, chirng nghi bénh cta 6ng c6
mot co s& ton gido 1an thé chat; me ctia Johnson 1a mot tin d6
Calvin kién dinh, ngwdi nghi rang sy doa day vinh hang sap
stra xay t&i. Samuel sgr hai dia nguc cho dén tan ngay chét
cla minh.

Tk nguwdi cha 6ng, c6 dwgc chinh kién theo phéi Tory,
khuynh hwéng theo phéi Jacobite, va mé say sach vé. Ong doc
hao htrc & clra tiém cla ngwdi cha; sau d6 6ng bao Boswell
rang, “h6i mwdi tim, toi hiéu biét cling nhiéu gan nhw bang
bay gid”3 Sau giai doan gido thy so cdp, 6ng chuyén t&i
tredrng van pham Lichfield, noi vi hiéu tredng “tan bao dén
mirc khong ai ti€p nhan nén hoc van tlr 6ng ta lai gkvi con trai
minh di hoc tai cing ngdi tredng d6”;* Tuy vay, khi dworc hoi
nhirng ndm sau d6 vé viéc 1am thé nao 6ng c6 dwoc van tai
Latinh clr dén vay, 6ng dap: “Thay t6i cho t6i ném nhiéu don
roi ]Jdm. Khong c6 thit d6, thwa 6ng, téi hdn khong lam dworc
gi”5 Lic vé gia, dng x6t xa cho sy 16i thdi cia ciy roi. “Gio day
khong con man quét roi & nhirng ngdi trwdng lén nhw ngay
trwedrc, nhwng khi @6, ciing it th dworc truyén thy hon, thé 1a
cai ma bon nhé c6 dwoc & dau nay ching sé mat & dau kia.”®

Nim 1728, cha me 6ng tim dwgc phwong ké dé cho éng
theo hoc trirorng Oxford. Tai d6 6ng hién stc cho ¢6 van Hy
Lap va Latinh, va qudy ray cac thay hoc clia minh bang thai do
bt tuan. Thang Mwoi hai 1729, 6ng hoi ha vé lai Lichfield, c¢6
1 vi cha me 6ng da can tién, hoéc vi chirng nghi bénh cta dng
da dén nguéng dién dén ndi 6ng can dwoc diéu tri y khoa.
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C)ng dwoc diéu tri nhw vdy & Birmingham; sau dé, thay vi
quay lai Oxford, 6ng phu viéc trong ctra tiém cta cha minh.
Khi ngwoi cha chét (thing Mwoi hai, 1731), Samuel 1am tro
giang & mot ngdi treong tai thi trin Market Bosworth. Sém
chén nan cong viéc nay, éng chuyén téi Birmingham, séng
véi mét ngudi ban sach, va kiém dwoc 5 dong guinea nho
viéc phién dich mét quyén sach vé xi Abyssinia; day 1a nguon
khéi xa x0i clia tdc phdm Rasselas. Ndm 1734, Ong quay vé
Lichfield, tai d6 me 6ng va em trai 6ng dang trong nom cira
tiém. Ngay 9 thang Bay 1735, con hai thang ntra 1a 26 tudi,
Ong cwdi Elizabeth Porter, mot qua phu 48 tudi c6 ba dira con
va 700 bang. Vi tién bac ctia ba, 6ng m& mot ngdi trirong
ndi tra & Edial gAn d6. David Garrick, mdt cu bé Lichfield,
tirng 1a hoc tro cda 6ng, nhwng khéng dt rang budc dé éng
cam nhan céng viéc s pham. Ong luén s6i suc ¥ nghi tré
thanh tac gia. Ong viét mét vé kich, Irene, va viét mdy dong
glri Edward Cave, bién tap vién cua to The Gentleman’s
Magazine, giai thich phwong cach céi thién to tap chi. Ngay 2
thang Ba 1737, 6ng 1én dwdng di London, véi David Garrick
va mdt con ngwa, dé ban vé bi kich va tao dgng mot cho cia
minh trong thé gi¢i tin nhin nay.

Dung mao 6ng 1a tht ch6ng lai 6ng. Ong 6m va cao, nhung
voc dang to xwong khién 6ng tré thanh mét khoi nhiéu goc
canh. Khu6én mit 6ng swng tiy do bénh trang nhac va thuong
khich dong do con co giat; cor thé 6ng chiu nhiéu ch giat nay
gay hoang hét; 6ng néi chuyén thwdng kém theo minh hoa
bang 16i khoa tay muda chan that quai g&. Mot nha ban sach
ma 6ng glri ban thio dén da khuyén 6ng nén “lay cai dém
vai clia phu khuén véc va di vac miy thin cAy”’ Han la éng
nhan dworc 101 khich 1€ tir Cave, b&i vao thang Bay ong tré vé
Lichfield, va dwa v minh téi London.

Ong khong phai 13 ngwdi thiéu tinh t&, Khi Cave bi cong
kich & nha xuit ban, Johnson viét mot bai tho bién ho va gl
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cho 6ng ta; Cave cong bd bai tho, dwa dng tién nhuan but, va
hop cing Dodsley phat hanh bai tho' London ctia Johnson,
va dwa 6ng 10 dong guinea. Bai tho cong khai bat chwéc bai
Satura 11 (Bai chadm biém th& ba) clia Juvenal, va do vay,
nhin manh nhitrng khia canh ai 04n cia thanh phd ma tac gia
chidng miy chdéc dem 1ong yéu mén; do con 1a sy cong kich
nhdm vao chinh quyén cia Robert Walpole, ngw¢i ma sau
nay Johnson miéu ta 1a “vi thu twéng gidi nhit ma x& nay
tirng c6”.f Bai tho mot phan 1a don cong phé day gidn dir cia
mot thanh nién mién qué, ngwdi ma sau mot ndm & London
van con khong biét ngay mai an gi; do d6 cé ciu tri danh
“ngudi tai thang tién cham, bi cai nghéo dé nén (Slow rises
worth, by poverty depressed)”.?

Trong nhirng ngay séng chat vat, Johnson xoay ngoi but
minh sang d& moi thé loai. Ong viét Lives of Eminent Persons
(1740; Cudc dori cdc danh nhan), va nhiéu bai béo cho t&
The Gentleman’s Magazine, bao gobm nhirng bai twdng trinh
twdng twong vé cic vy tranh bién trong Nghi vién. Do viéc
twdng trinh nhitng cudc tranh bién thé nay 1a diéu bdy gid
con bi cAm, Cave nay ra mwu chwéc lam bd nhw to tap chi
cia dng chi ghi lai mdy cudc tranh bién trong “Thwong vién
x Magna Lilliputia”. Ndm 1741, Johnson dam ldy nhiém vy
nay. Tir thong tin tong quat vé dwdong 16i ban ludn trong
Nghi vién, 6ng soan ra nhirng bai dién tir ma 6ng gan cho cac
nhan vat c6 tén dwoc dat theo phép dao chir cai cho nhirng
d6i tha chinh tai Nghi vién.” Nhitng cudc tranh bién mang
khi chit giong that dén mirc nhiéu doc gia xem d6 la nhirng
ban twdng trinh ding nguyén van thyec té, va Johnson phai
canh bao Smollett (ngwdi dang viét mot ban lich si nuwéc
Anh) dirng c6 cay vao chting lam di kién. Mot lan, khi nghe
loi khen ngoi mot bai dién tir gan cho Chatham, Johnson
nhin xét, “Bai dién tir d6 toi viét trong cin gac xép & Pho
Exeter”. Khi ai d6 khen vé tinh trung lap noi nhirng bai
twong trinh, 6ng thd nhan: “Toi gitt vé& bé ngoai kha tot,
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nhwng t6i can trong khéng mudn dé bon ché Whig c6 phian
hay nhét trong s6 d6”.2

Ong dworc tra tién thé nao cho cong trinh clia minh? Mot
lan 6ng goi Cave 1a mot “ké phat lwong keo kiét”, nhwng 6ng
thwdong bay to long yéu mén trwedre tri nhér cia Cave. Tir ngay
2 thang Tam 1738 dén 21 thang Tw 1739, Cave tra ong 49
bang; va nam 1744 Johnson wé-c tinh 50 bdng mot nam 1a s6
tién “rd rang nhiéu hon so véi doi hdi tir cAc nhu ciu cudc
s6ng”.*3 Tuy vay, Johnson thudng dwgc miéu ta 1a séng trong
canh nghéo cung kiét & London trong nhirng ndm 4y. Boswell
tin rang “Johnson va Savage d6i ltic nghéo khé cting cwc dén
mutc ho khéng thé tra tién thué nha, thé 1a ho lang thang
nhiéu dém ngoai dwdng ph6”;* va Macaulay cho ring nhitrng
thang ngay ban cung dy khién Johnson quen cdnh dn mic

A

luom thudm va “tham lam ngdu nghién” khi dn.*s

Richard Savage khang dinh, theo 16i thiéu thuyét phuc,
minh la con trai mét vi ba twéc, nhwng 6ng da tré thanh ké
hoang phi khi Johnson gip 6ng ndm 1737. Ho rong ru6i khap
cac con phé vi hg mé cac tlru diém con hon chinh can phong
minh. Boswell, “bdng tét ca long ton trong va sy nha nhin
kha di”, da dé cap rang, Johnson

sau khi t&i London va lién hé véi Savage cing nhirng ké
khac, da c6 nhitng hanh vi khong hop dirc hanh nghiém
khéc, theo mot khia canh nao d6, nhw lac 6ng con 1a mot
thanh nién. Ngwi ta ai cing biét rang nhirng khuynh hwéng
4i tinh ctia 6ng manh va di déi dén bat thwong. Ong thira
nhan v&i nhiéu ngwdi ban rang dng tirng dan dan ba thanh
thi vao cac tiru diém, va nghe ho ké lai chuyén d&i minh. Néi
tém gon, ngwdi ta khong dwoc che gidu chuyén, twa nhw
bao ngwdi dan 6ng tt va sung tin khac [liéu Boswell c6 nghi
dén chinh Boswell khong?],... Johnson khong théat dwgrc cac
thién hwéng von “chéng lai quy luét cta tri 6¢” - va rang
trong nhirng tran chién cta 6ng v&i ching thi ong déi khi
bi khuat phyc.”®
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Savage roi London vao thang Bay 1739, va chét trong nha tu
cta mdt con ng vao nam 1743. MOt ndm sau d6, Johnson xuét
ban cudn The Life of Richard Savage, ma Henry Fielding goi
la “ban véan cong chinh va mach lac ma t6i tirng thiy trong
cung thé loai”” Cu6n nay 1a sw béo trwdrc (va sau dé dwoc
dwa vao) cudn Lives of the Poets (Cudc dori cac thi si). N6
duwgc xudt ban 4n danh, nhwng gi¢i vdn nghé London sé¢’m
biét dwec Johnson chinh 1a tac gid. Cac nha ban sach bit dau
nghi dén 6ng nhw 1a ngwdi phtt hop d€ soan moét quyén o
dién vé tiéng Anh.

II. Quyén tir dién: 1746-1755

Nam 1741, Hume da viét: “Chang toi khong cé tir dién nao
cho ngdn ngi¥ ctia minh, va gan nhw khéng mot quyén ngtr
phap nao cho coi dwec”® Ong da lam, béi Nathaniel Bailey da
xudt ban An Universal Etymological English Dictionary (Tl
dién Anh ngir phé thong xét theo tir nguyén) nam 1721, va
quyén nay di c6 nhirng tién than cia n6 von & dang ban tir
dién. Lo dé nghi lam mot quyén tir dién méi c6 vé do Robert
Dodsley dira ra trirérc mit Johnson, ngwdi noi rang, “toi tin 1a
minh khéng dam dwoc chuyén nay”.”® Nhwng khi nhirng nha
lam s4ch khac gia nhap Dodsley dwa ra giad 1.575 bang cho
Johnson néu éng nhan bén phin nay, thi 6ng ky hop dong,
ngay 18 thang Sau 1746.

Sau nhiéu suy ngam, 6ng thao ra mot ban 34 trang Plan
for a Dictionary of the English Language (Hoach dinh cho
mot tr dién Anh ngit), va cho in ban nay. Ong gri ban nay
dén nhiéu nguoi, trong s6 d6 c6 Huén twéc Chesterfield,
khi 4y dwong la quoc vu khanh (secretary of state), véi loi
khen ngoi day hira hen vé kha ning Anh ngit kiét xudt clia
vi B4 twéc nay va cac chuyén moén khac. Chesterfield moi
ong ghé qua. Johnson dén; vi B4 twéc cho dng 10 bang cliing
101 khich 18. Sau d6 Johnson lai ghé, chiu cho doi mot tiéng,
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roi khéi d6 véi long tiee gidn, va bd y twdng deé tang tic phdm
cho Chesterfield.

Ong lam phén sy clia minh trong nhan nha, sau d6 bang
cung cach nghiém c&n hon, b&i chi phi dwgc ban cho 6ng theo
tirng khoan nhd. Khi 6ng lam t&1i ti lexicographer, 6ng dinh
nghia tir nay la “mot nguwdi viét cac cudn tir dién, mot nguwrdi
kh6 nhoc v hai..” Truéc day, 6ng hy vong hoan thanh trong
3 nam; 6ng mat 9 ndm. Nam 1749 6ng chuyén t&i Gough
Square, nim & ngoai Phé Fleet. Ong thué va tw minh tra tién
cho 5 hoac 6 thw ky, va dat ho lam viéc trong mot can phong
ting ba. Ong doc nhitng tac gid Anh 6 tiéng clia thé ky tir
1558 dén 1660 - tir luc didng quang cta N virong Elizabeth
I cho dén ltc ddng quang cta Charles II; dng tin rdng ngdbn
ngir Anh trong th&i ky d6 da dat mrc kiét xudt nhat hang, va
ong dé xuat lay 16i n6i kiéu Elizabeth-Jacobin lam tiéu chuén
dé thiét 1ap 16i dung ngit dng myc. Ong rat ra mot dong
duéi mdi cau ma dng dé xuét trich dan lam minh hoa cho
cach dung mot tir, va ghi cha bén Ié chir cai dau tién cta tir
can dworc dinh nghia. Nhirng ngwdi phu té ctia 6ng dwgce chi
dan cach chép lai tirng cAu dwoe danh ddu vao mot tor gidy
riéng, va chén t¢ nay & vi tri ctia n6 theo thi tw badng chir cai
trong tir dién cua Bailey, von dong vai tro lam diém khéi dau
va dan hwéng.

Trong sudt g ndm 6ng nhiéu Ian rdi xa cac dinh nghia. Doi
khi dng thiy viét mot bai tho dé hon 14 dinh nghia mot ti.
Ngay 9 thang Mot 1749, 6ng cong bd mot bai tho 12 trang,
The Vanity of Human Wishes (Hw huyén noi wéc vong clia
con ngwdi). Twa nhw bai London trieérc day mot thap nién, nd
dwoc viét dudi hinh thire phdng theo Juvenal, nhwng né néi
béng uy lwc ctia chinh 6ng. Ong hay con phin n6 cdnh nghéo
ctia minh, va sw th¢r o cia Chesterfield:
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There mark what ills the O d6 ghi ddu cAc tai hai gay
scholar’s life assail- khon nhiéu doi thive gia-

Toil, envy, want, the patron, Lao nhoc, ganh ghét, ké bao
and the goal. tror, va muc tiéu.

That hw huyén lam sao nhitng chién thing cta chién binh!
Hay xem Karl XII ctia Thuy Dién:

He left the name, at which the ~ Ong dé lai tén minh, tirng khién

world grew pale, ngudi doi tai nhot,
To point a moral, or adorn a Nhuw bai hoc dao li, hoac to
tale.>® diém cau chuyén.

Vay thi that qua dbi ngdc nghéch khi nguyén ciu mot cudc
sdng trweorng tho khi ta thiy dwec sy hw huyén, nhirng déi
Itra, va nhirng khé dau ctia tudi gia: tdm tri lang thang trong
nhirng sy tinh ldp lai, vin ménh lung lay cing nhirng bién
cd thwong ngay, con céi lap mwu danh di sdn va khéc than vi
cai chét dén mudn, trong khi “vd s6 can bénh noi cac khérp
xwong xam chiém, buia vay cudc song, va thdc ép con tic
nghén tan khoc”> Ttr nhitng hy vong hw huyén va sy théi
rita chic chdn thi chi c6 mét 16i thoat: nguyén ciu, va niém
tin vao mot vi Chtia cru chudc, ban an.

Tuy vay, con ngwdi bi quan nay ciing c6 nhirng lic hanh
phic. Ngay 6 thang Hai 1749, Garrick dan dwng v& Irene.
Day 1a sy kién 16m d6i voi Johnson; Ong tam rira, budc cai
bung phé bing cai 40 chén mau d6 twoi diém trang bang dai
budc vang kim, vay cai non cling trang tri y vay, va nhin ban
minh thu vai Mahomet II canh Irene cta phu nhan Cibber.
V& bi kich dién 9 dém, va mang lai cho Johnson 200 bang; n6
khong bao gi¢r dwoc dién lai, nhung Dodsley cho dng thém
100 bang tién ban quyén. Ong gi¢r day (1749) dt danh tiéng
va giau sang dé lap mot cau lac bd: khong phai The Club,
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von xudt hién 15 ndm sau d6, ma 1a “Cau lac bd Ivy Lane”,
dugc dat tén theo con phd ma tai d6, & Tku diém King’s
Head, Johnson, Hawkins va 7 ngwdi nira gdp nhau vao cac téi
thtr Ba dé &n bit-tét va trao nhau cac dinh kién. Johnson bao,
“t6i thworng lui téi & d6”.22

Mbi thtr Ba va thr Sdu hang tuén tir ngdy 21 thang Ba
1750 dén 14 thang Ba 1752, 6ng viét mot bai tiéu luan do Cave
xudt ban thanh tap The Rambler (Ké ngao du), nho d6, 6ng
thu dugc 4 guinea mét tuan. Nhirng bai ludn nay ban chwa
day 500 ban, va Cave mét tién cho vy mao hiém nay, nhung
khi ching dwerc tap hop lai thanh mét quyén sach thi ching
dwgc in téi 12 4n ban trwére lac Johnson qua doi. Liéu chiing
toi c6 nén tha nhan rang nhitng s6 duy nhit ma chang toi
thay Ii tha 1a s6 170 va 171,% ma trong dé Johnson khién cho
mot c6 gai diém thanh mot chi dan dao i va t6 diém chuyén
ddi minh? Giéi phé binh than phién rdng vin phong va ttr
ving mang ki€u cich chir Latinh dai dong; nhwng Boswell,
gitra hai lan pham t¢i 16i, d4 thdy niém an i & viéc Johnson
hd hao chuyén sting dao.*

Trong nhirng nam do, Johnson chiu cadnh cang thang ddc
biét, b tAm tri mét I trirére bao dinh nghia, va tinh than éng
0 dot vi sy hu bai cia nguwdi ve. “Tetty” lam diu nhirng con
dau tudi tac va sw c6 doc bang rwou va nha phién. Thudong
thi ba ngin Johnson t&i giwong minh. Ong hiém khi din ba
theo cung khi dng ra ngoai an téi. Bac si Taylor, nguwdi than
quen v&i ¢ hai vor chong, bdo ba “la con bénh dich cho doi
Johnson, say xin dén ghé t&m va ti tién moi bé, va Johnson
thuwdrng xuyén than phién... cdnh ngd cta minh khi & cing
ngudi vor nhw thé”?® Cai chét cta ba (ngdy 28 thang Ba 1752)
khién 6ng quén di moi khuyét diém ctia ba, va 6ng hinh thanh
chirng mé vo théi qua sau cai chét cta ba, khién ban bé 6ng
bubn cwdi. Ong tan dwong dirc hanh ctia ba, ta than canh co

i Tén goi thudng ngay cua Elizabeth Johnson, vg ctia Samuel.
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don ctia 6ng, va hy vong ba sé gitp hoa giai gitra 6ng va Kito.>
“Ong bao t6i,” Boswell hdi twdng, “Ong thwdng ra ngoai ltc
bdn gi¢r chiéu, va hiém khi vé nha trwéc hai gior sang... Noi lui
t&i thwdng xuyén cta 6ng la Tiru diém Mitre & Phé Fleet, noi
ong yéu thich ng6i t&i khuya mudn.”>

C6 don la cam giac kinh hoang. Do vy, Johnson, sau cai
chét cua vo, da dwa vao can nha & Gough Square clia dng
(1752) Anna Williams, mot ni¥ thi si x* Wales khiém thi.
Mot cudc phiu thuit d€ chira mét cho ba da thit bai, va ba
mu hoan toan. Ngoai trir may ldc chen ngang ngan ngui, ba
thwdng & ciing Johnson cho dén khi ba chét (1783), coi soc
nha clra va bép nuc, va cit miy miéng thit nwéng - va lwong
mirc nwdrc day ctia mdy céi tach chi bang sy dan huéng ciua
cic ngon tay. D& chdm lo cho nhitng nhu ciu thiét than cta
minh, Johnson (1753) thué mot ngwdi hau da den, Frank
Barber, ngwi Iwu lai véi 6ng 29 nam. Johnson gti anh nay
t&i tredrng, doc stre bat anh hoc chir Latinh va Hy Lap, roi dé
lai cho anh mét di san lén. B hoan chinh lyc lwgng, Johnson
mdi moét tay y si lwu lang, Robert Levett, t&i séng cling 6ng
(1760). Ba nguwdi lam nén mot ho gia dinh sudt ngay sinh sy
nhau, nhwng Johnson ham on trwéec sy hién dién cta ho.

Vao thadng Mot 1755, 6ng gri nhirtng t& cubi clia cudbn
Dictionary cho nha in, va nha in ta on Chta vi da gan hoan
thanh mot viéc nhw thé véi mot ngwdi nhw thé. Tin cubn tir
dién sdp xudt ban t&i tai Chesterfield, ngwdi hy vong minh
dwoc dé taing. Ong c6 chudc 18i cho viéc minh mat dang trwédre
d6 bang cach viét cho mot t& tap chi 2 bai béo ca ngoi tac
phdm dwoc chd dén kia, va tdn dwong Johnson nhuw mot
ngwdi ma dng vui vé chdp thuén 1 c6 quyén hanh téi thwong
veé cach st dung Anh ngt t6t. Vi tac gia kiéu hanh gtti cho B4
twéc (ngay 7 thang Hai 1755) mot birc the ma Carlyle miéu
t4 1a “cti Bao pha Két t0i lirng danh tuyén bd rdng sy bao tro
nay khong con nira”:
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Thwa Chta cong:

Dao gin day toi dwgc thong tri, tir ngwdi chl cha The
World, rang hai bai béo, trong d6 quyén Tl dién cta t6i
dwoc khuyén nghi cho cong ching doc, da dwoc viét béi
Chtia c6ng day. Pat dwoc diéu cao nha nhw thé 14 mot vinh
hanh, diéu ma, do chwa quen véi nhitng 4n hué tir ké bé
trén, t6i khéng ro cach tiép nhan, hay cach nhin nhén theo
1o 1€ nao...

Bay ndm, thwa Chta cong, da trdi qua ké tir dao t6i doi chor
trong cdn phong ngoai cla dng, hay ding hon 1a bi xua di
khoi ctra; trong su6t ngan 4y nam, téi déc thuc cong viéc
qua bao ndi nhoc khé, ma gi¢r néu than phién chi d6 vé didu
nay thi that vé dung, va sau rot da mang n6 dén chd sip stra
xuit ban, khong can dé€n mot viéc 1am tror gitip ndo, mot 1o
khich 1& nao, hay mot ny cwdi ban on nao. Sy d6i dai nhw
thé toi khong ky vong, bdi 1é toi chwa bao gi¢r co mot vi Bao
tre’ nao trwedre day...

Chéng phai ngwdi Bao trer, Chtia cong, la ngwdi mang cai
nhin khéng ban long trueé'c mot ngwdi dang ving vay sinh
ton trong nwérc, v, khiy 1én dwoc mit dat, thi ngwdi do lai
dé ning lén y bang sy gitip d&? Sy ch y ma 6ng vui long
thé hién trwéc nhirng cong viée clia toi, néu né xay ra sém,
thi that t t€; nhwng né da bi tri hodn cho dén khi t6i bang
quan, va khong thé tan hwéng no; cho dén khi tdi co doc, va
khong thé truyén dat né; cho dén khi tdi c6 tiéng, va khong
mudn no. Toi hi vong day khong phai 1a 16i thd bao yém thé
khi khong thd nhan nhirng bén phin ma & d6 khong loi ich
nao dwgc nhan, hodc khong sin 1ong truwée chuyén Cong
ching nén xem toi 1a ngwdi mang ng' d6i véi mot ngudi
Béo tr¢,, diéu ma ddng Thién hwu da cho phép t6i lam cho
chinh téi.

Khi tién hanh cong viéc cia minh dén lic ndy ma gan nhw
khong c6 bon phin nao nhw thé véi bét ki ké ban an hué hoc
thuat nao, toi sé khong that vong du tdi nén két lai chuyén
nay, néu c6 thé ndi it hon, thi it lai vay. Boi 1€ t6i tir lau da
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tinh thirc tir con mo hy vong 4y ma tdi ¢6 lan tw kiéu, voi
101 tan tyng vo ngan.
Thwa Chta cong,
Ké hau hén mon nhét,
Tuén ménh nhét cia Ngai,
SAM. JOHNSON?=

Binh luén duy nhét ctia Chesterfield vé birc thw 1a néi réng
birc thw “dwgce viét rat hay”. Va qua thyec, day la kiét tac cia
van xudi thé ky XVIII, hoan toan thoat dwerc nhirng 16i phai
sinh tir Latinh von déi lac gay tic nghén va ndng né cho vin
phong ctia Johnson. Téac gia birc thw han da cdm nhén va
chiém nghiém diéu d6 siu liang, bdi 1& dng doc lai n6 cho
Boswell nghe tir tri nhé 26 nam sau d6.*° Birc thw khong
dwore cong bd cho dén sau cai chét ctia Johnson. C6 1& sy 0dn
phén ctia dng d4 lam bac mau lori ché trach d6i véi Letters to
His Son (Nhitng birc thw gl¥i con trai) ctia Chesterfield - rang
“ho day nhirng bai hoc dao dtrc clia mot c6 diém, va 1& mao
ctia mdt 6ng thay khiéu va”.3

Johnson 1én Oxford dau ndm 1755, mot phan dé tham ctru
cac thw vién, ngoai ra con dé xudt véi ngwdi ban Thomas
Warton rdng néu tac gia quyén Dictionary c6 thé dit hoc vi
dwdi tén minh thi diéu d6 sé gitp cubn sach nay lwu hanh
dwoc. Warton xoay x& viéc d6, va vao thang Ba, Johnson
dwoc trao hoc vi Thac si Van khoa (Master of Arts). Vay la
cubi ciing, Dictionary ciing dwgc xuit ban, thanh 2 quyén
khé 1én dang folio véi gan 2.300 trang, gia 4 bang 10 xu. Khi
két lai phan dé twra, Johnson tuyén bd rang

cuén English Dictionary nay dwoec viét gan nhw khong c6 sw
phu trg’ nao cta bac thirc gia, va khong c6 sy bao tror nao cta
bac dai nhan; khong phai trong canh théai hwu vao chén u mich
ém &, hay rtc nho nwong ndu duwéi bong hoc thuat, ma la gitra
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bao phen bét tién va can nhiéuy, trong 6m dau va thong khé; va
né c6 thé tran &p con hoan hi ctia 161 phé binh hiém 4c d€ nhan
thdy, rang néu ngdn ngilr chting ta khdng dwgc hién bay toan bo
trong day, thi toi chi thit bai trong mot nd lwc ma cho dén nay
khong nhan lyc nao thye hién hoan toan... Téi da kéo dai cong
viéc clia minh cho dén khi da s6 nhirng ngwdi ma t6i mong lam
thdéa da da chim vao huyét mo, va thanh cong va that cich la
nhirng thanh 4m tréng rong; vi 1& d6 tdi xua n6 di béng vé an
tinh gid lanh, gn nhw khong s hodc 14y 1am hy vong bi ngudi
ddi chi trich hodc dwoce tin dwong.

Gi¢i phé binh khong dwgc ngudi ta ky vong sé nhin nhan
rang Dictionary cta Johnson ddnh diu mot cao diém va
dwong phan ranh trong nén van chwong Anh thé ky XVIII,
twa nhw Encyclopédia (1751-1771) cta Diderot va d’Alembert
danh ddu mot cao diém va khtic ngoit trong nén van chwong
nwéc Phap. Nhiéu ngwdi ché nhao nhirng khiém khuyét ngau
nhién trong tic phdm Johnson. Trong s6 40.000 muc tt, c6
nhitng chtt ky qudc nhw gentilitious va sygilate (sau dwoc
Webster bao lru mot cach toén trong). Cé nhirng dinh nghia
gian dir nhw dinh nghia vé pension: “Mo6t khoan tror cap trao
cho b4t ki ai khéng c6 mot khoan twong dwong. O' Anh, nghia
clia n6 thuong dwore hiéu 1a khodn tién trd mot ké tay sai nha
nwée vi t6i phan qudc.” Hodc vé chir excise: “mot thir thué dam
mui han thd d4nh trén hang héa.” C6 nhitrng chd ky quai ddm

i Nguyén ban: “the English Dictionary was written with little assistance
of the learned, and without any patronage of the great; not in the soft
obscurities of retirement, or under the shelter of academic bowers,
but amidst inconvenience and distraction, in sickness and in sorrow. It
may repress the triumph of malignant criticism to observe, that if our
language is not here fully displayed, I have only failed in an attempt
which no human powers have hitherto completed... I have protracted
my work till most of those whom I wished to please have sunk into
the grave, and success and miscarriage are empty sounds: I therefore
dismiss it with frigid tranquillity, having little to fear or hope from
censure or from praise.”
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d4u c4 nhan, nhu trong dinh nghia chi oats: “mdt loat ngii
cdc ma nwéc Anh thwong dem cho ngwa, nhung & Scotland
lai nudi séng con ngwdi ta” - von la diéu c6 that hoan toan.
Boswell tirng hoi Johnson “liéu nén vdn minh cé phai la mot
thé gi¢i; ong dap Khong, nhwng tinh vin minh thi dang la
vay.”3* Nhiéu tir nguyén cta Johnson nay da bi bac bd; ong
thao Latinh hon la Hy Lap, nhung hiéu biét kém vé cac ngoén
ngtr hién dai; 6ng thira nhin thing than ring tir nguyén la
diém yéu ctia 6ng.® Ong dinh nghia pastern 1a “dau géi ctia
mot con ngwa” (né 1a mot phan cta chan ngya); khi mot quy
ba hoi 6ng lam sao 6ng lai pham sai lam nhw vay, dng dap,
“Sw ngu dot, thwa ba, ngu d6t thuan tay”.3* Trong mot tac
phdm d6 s dén vay, véi mdi trang mang lai hang chuc 16i,
ong khong thé tranh nhirng bwéc lam lac.

Thanh twu cta Johnson dwgc d6n nhin & ngoai qudc.
Han lam vién Phép qudc gri dén 6ng mot ban cla cudn
Dictionnaire, va Accademia della Crusca & Firenze giri dén
ong mot ban cudn Vocabolario.3s Dictionary ban chay v&i s6
lwong @ lam hai long nhirng nha ban sach, nhirng ngwdi tra
tién Johnson dé stra soan mot 4n ban thu gon. Hinh thtrc lén
van con 1a tiéu chudn dén khi Noah Webster thay thé hinh
thtrc y vao nam 1828. Tac phdm da ddt Johnson dirng hang
dau céc tac gid Anh thdi 6ng; 6ng thwe sy dat dworc, ngoai
trir nhitng quy tdc nhw Horace Walpole, thé doc tai déi voi
chir nghia Anh. Triéu dai ctia vi “Dai Han van chwong” (Great
Cham of Literature) bat dau.!

1. Nhom kin

Tuy vay, 6ng khong bi bét vi ng nan. Ngay khi c6 khodan tién
thanh toan cho quyén Dictionary thi 6ng da tiéu hét ngay.
Ngay 16 thang Ba 1756, 6ng bién thw cho Samuel Richardson:

i Cham nghia 13 khan (han). Cum nay cé vé ban dau dugc Smollett
dung trong buc thu gui Wilkes, 16.3.1759. [Durant]
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“Thwa 6ng, t6i budc phai ciu dén sy tror gitp cta 6ng. Gior
day, toi dang bi bét gitr vi mon tién 5 bang 18 shillings... Néu
ong that c6 long tot giri t6i moén tién nay, toi sé tra lai ong
vé1i 1ong biét on, va sé dwa n6 thém vao tit ca nhirng nghia
vu trwée day.”*® Richardson gtti 6 guinea. Ong kiém séng luc
4y bang viéc viét bdo, bang viéc soan nhitng bai thuyét gido
v&i gia 2 guinea cho nhirng vi gido si ndi ndng kém lwu loat,
bang viéc tam ¢ng nhitng khoan tién dit mua trwde cho 4n
ban Shakespeare ma dng htra hen, va bang viéc goép bai cho
t& The Universal Chronicle mbi tuin mt bai ludn (tir ngay 15
thang Tw 1758 dén 5 thang Tw 1760) dwéi tén “The Idler” (Ké
nhan cw). Nhitng bai nay c6 phong cach nhat hon so vé&i The
Rambler, nhwng hay con qué trang nghiém va ning né doi
v&i nhivng ai phai doc cép tdc. Bai ndy chi trich chuyén giai
phéu séng; bai khac phoi bay nhirng nha ti ctia con n; tor S6
5 ta than chuyén cach li binh si khoi nhirng nguwoi v, va dé
xudt 1ap dao quan “Lady Hussars” (Ky, binh phu nhén), von la
nhirng ngudi sé lo toan chuyén quan nhu va diéu duong, va
con lo ca chuyén thw gidn cho binh linh.

Thang Mot 1759, dng biét dwerc rdng ngwdi me 9o tudi,
ngwdi ma 6ng khong gdp mit trong 22 ndm, dang cin ké cai
chét. Ong mwon tién tir mot nha in, va gtri cho ba 6 guinea
trong mot birc thw triu mén. Ba chét ngay 23 thiang Mot.
Dé chi tra cho tang 1& va cAc moén n¢ clia ba, dng danh céc
bubi t6i trong mot tuin dé viét (nhw 6ng da ké véri Reynolds)
quyén The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia (Cau
chuyén v& Rasselas, 6ng hoang xt Abyssinia). Ong gti cu6n
sdch cho nha in theo tirng phén, va nhan 100 bang. Khi cuén
sach xuat ban vao thang Tw, gi¢i phé binh tan tung n6 nhw
mot tac phdm kinh dién, va so sdnh n6 vé tinh than 4i quéc
véri Candide clia Voltaire, von xudt hién gan nhw dong thoi
va ban dén cing mot van dé - Liéu cudc séng c6 mang lai
hanh phic? Johnson khong tri hoan l&i dap ctia minh: “Cac vi
ndo lang nghe bang long hy vong huyén mong, ky vong rang
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tudi gia sé thwe hién dwoc nhivng hira hen cta tudi tré, va
rang nhirng khiém khuyét ctia thoi hién tai sé dwoc ngdy mai
dén bu; déu can dy vao cau chuyén vé Rasselas.”s’

Chinh cai tap tuc ciia nhirng vi vua xi Abyssinia (Johnson
cho ta hay) da gitr ngwoi thira ké vieong vi trong mot thung
ling hién hoa va tét twoi cher dén thoi diém thich hop cho
ngay dang quang cta chang. Moi thir déu dworc chu cip cho
chang: mot lau dai, thwe phdm twoi ngon, tha ceng, nhirng
ngwdi ban dong hanh day tri tué. Nhwng & tudi 26, Rasselas
moi mét triedre bao niém vui thi d6. Chang nhé khong chi vé
canh ty do ma con vé canh tranh dau: “Toi sé thay hanh phtc
néu minh c6 thtr gi d6 d€ theo dudi”. Chang chiém ngam vé
cach chang c6 thé théat cai thung liing an binh nay dé thay
cach ma nhirng nguwdi khac truy cau va tim dwoc hanh phuc.

Mot tay ther may thuc luyén dé xuét 1am nén mot cd may
biét bay von sé nang vi Thai t& nay va chinh y 1én trén khéi
nhitng viing nui vy quanh d€ tim dén ty do. Y giai thich:

Nguwdi co thé boi thi khong phai tuyét vong trwdc chuyén
bay; boi la bay trong lwu chat thé nang hon, va bay la boi
trong Iwu chit vi diéu hon. Chung ta chi can diéu chinh
khang Iiyc ctia minh d6i voi ti trong khac cua vat chat ma
ching ta vieot xuyén qua d6. Ngai nhat dinh sé dwgc nang
cao bing khong khi néu ngai c6 thé hoi lai moi xung lwc
ap 1én n6 nhanh hon viéc khong khi c6 thé rat gidm khoi
ap lyc... Sy gang nhoc dé vwon 1én khéi mat dat sé rat
tuyét... nhung khi chiing ta cit 1én cao hon, lyc hut trai dat,
va trong lwc ctia cor thé, sé dan tan bién cho dén khi ching ta
téi mot ving noi ngwdi ta sé néi trén khong khi ma khong
c6 bat ky xu hwéng roi xudng nao.

Rasselas khich 1é tay tho: may, ngwdi dong ¥ lam mot cai may
bay, “nhung chi véi diéu kién nay, rang cai ky thuat nay sé
khong bi tiét 19, va rang ngai sé khong yéu cau t6i lam déi canh
cho bat ki ai ngoai trir ching ta”. “Tai sao”, vi Thai tir hdi,
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“anh lai ganh tj trwéec lgi thé quéa ddi to 1én cta ké khac?”
“Néu tét cd moi ngwdi déu cd dirc hanh’, tay the may dap, “toi
sé mang 10ng nhiét thanh ma day ho cich bay. Nhung sy an
toan clia ngudi tot sé ra sao néu ké x4u c6 thé tuy thich xam
1&n ngwoi tot tir trén tryi?” Y 1am mot ci méy bay, im cach
bay, va roi xudng mot cai hd, roi vi Thai tlr ctru y ra khoi hd.3

Rasselas thich néi chuyén véi triét gia Imlac, ngwdi da
thdy nhiéu vung dit va nhiéu hang ngwdi. Ho tim thdy mot
cai dong dan dén mot 16i di vao thé gi¢i bén ngoai, ho théat
khoi viing dia dang ctia minh, cing véi cd em gai Nekayah
ctia Thai t& va ngwdi hau géi. Trang bi da loai d4 quy lam
thé tién chung, ho ghé Cairo, gia nhap nhirng tro vui xt 4y,
r6i thdy chan. Ho nghe bai thuyét ngdn clia mot vi triét gia
phai Khic ky vé chuyén chinh phuc nhitng xtic cdm; vai ngay
sau d6, ho tim thdy 6ng dau budn dén hoang dai trwéc cai
chét cta con gai minh. Khi doc nhitrng bai tho dién da, ho
cho rang nhitng ké chin ctru h&n phai hanh phtc; nhwng ho
kham pha ra rdng trai tim ctia nhitng ngwdi nay “thdi muc vi
bat binh” va “4c tAm déi voi nhivrng ai c6 vi thé & trén ho”.3
Ho gap g& mot 4n si, va biét dwoc rang 6ng nay thAm mong
moi nhirng diéu vui th cda thanh pho. Ho hoi vé hanh van
trong gia dinh, va thay moi nha déu bi phu t6i do bat hoa va
“nhirng dung d6 thoé bao gitta nhirng khao khét trai ngwoc
nhau”.4 Ho thadm hiém cac Kim ty thap va xem chidng la dinh
diém cta sy dién ro. Ho tim hiéu vé doi song hanh phc cta
c&c hoc gia va nha khoa hoc; ho gdp mot nha thién van lirng
danh, ngwdi bdo ho rdng, “chinh tryc ma thiéu tri thic thi
yéu dudi va vo dung, con tri thirc thiu chinh tryc la th
nguy hiém va khing khiép”;# nhung nha thién vin nay héa
dién. Ho két luan rdng khong 16i s6ng nao trén trai dat dan
t&1 hanh phtc, va Imlac vo vé ho bdng mot bai thuyét ngdn vé
tinh bit t&r ctia linh hon. Ho quyét dinh quay vé Abyssinia va
binh tdm chip nhan nhitng cdnh thing tram cla cudc sdng
v&i niém tin vé mot sy tai sinh thiéng liéng.
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bay 1a mot trong nhirng hién thin tinh hao nhét ctia mot
cau chuyén xwa ci. Diéu lam ta kinh ngac 1a vin phong mach
lac va sang ro dén thanh nha, khac xa kho tir ngit ning dau
trong nhitng bai ti€u ludn cha Johnson, va ngay ca trong
nhttng cudc hoi dam ctia dng. C6 vé nhw khéng thé nao co
chuyén nha ttr dién uyén bac nay lai viét cau chuyén gian di
nhw vay, va that kho tin hét stc khi 6ng cho ra 141 trang nay
trong 7 ngay.

Trong khi d6, dng lai doi chd &, tir Gough Square dén Staple
Inn (ngay 23 thang Ba 1759); chdng may choc dng chuyén toi
Gray’s Inn, sau d6 t&i Inner Temple Lane. Nhirng thay doi nay
c6 1& bat nguon tir kinh t€; nhung vao thang Bay 1762, Johnson
bat chot dwere cat nhic 1én canh twong déi sung tic nho s6
tién trer cip 300 bang mot ndm do George III ban cho theo
101 khuyén ctia Huan tuée Bute. Do d6, chu dé cho nhiéu cau
chuyén bi 4n lién quan dén chuyén tai sao 1ong tlr tim nay lai
roi xudng moét ngwdi bay lau hay chéng doi triéu Hannover,
bay lau ct chi trich ngwdi Scotland & khdp no, va by 1au ct
no6i khodn tror cip 1a “mon tién trd cho mot tén tay sai nha
nwée vi tdi phan quoc”. Ké thu cta Johnson chi trich 6ng da
chudng tién bac hon nguyén tic, va cho rang Bute dang tim
kiém mot cay but diy uy lwc dé dap tra Wilkes, Churchill va
nhitng ké khac vén dang diing bit myc boi nho éng. Johnson
tuyén bo rang ong da chidp nhan khoan trer cdp 4y trén tinh
than nhan biét twdng minh, vén dwec Bute xac nhin hai lan,
réng 6ng sé khong bi yéu cau viét nhirng vin ban ung hd chinh
quyén.# Ong tht nhan v&i Boswell rdng “niém khoai cdm ctia
viéc nguyén raa Nha Hannover, va uéng mirng sitc khde Vua
James d4 bi mat cAn bang trim trong bdi khoan 300 bang mot
nam.”# Du sao 6ng ciing kiém dworc khoan tror cdp gip nhiéu
lan, khong nhiéu bang nhitng doan vén chinh tri cia nhitng
ndm sau d6, ma bang cach lam giau cho van chwong Anh véi
ngdi bat va dién vin, véi sy thong théi va voi co tri giap
thanh tdy t0i trang.

309



Will va Ariel Durant

Ong c6 dt ban hitu & mang dén cho minh nhidu ké tha
tan méc. “Tinh bdng hiru”, 6ng ndi, “1a giot nwére diu ngot
1am cho vi thuéc ddng clia cudc dori troi xuéng.”+ Trong hau
hét moi cudc tu hop ma dng tham gia, 6ng thwdng tré thanh
trung tam dam luan, khong phai do 6ng dung cach ctia minh
dé thic budc chuyén dé, ma vi 6ng mang tinh cach c4 nhan
nhét trong cac hdi nhém van chwong clia London, va c6 thé
dworc tin cdy d€ noi diéu gi d6 bat ki lac nao 6ng phat biéu.
Chinh Reynolds 1a ngwoi dé nghi 1ap ra “Cau lac bd”, mot
nhom ma Boswell sau nay goi la “Céu lac by van chwong”
(Literary Club); Johnson tan thanh d& nghi nay, va vao ngay
16 thang Tw 1764, nhom méi nay bat ddu nhirng budi gap
mit toi thr Hai tai quan Turk’s Head trén Phé Gerrard, Soho.
Nhitng thanh vién khéi dau 1a Reynolds, Johnson, Burke,
Goldsmith, Christopher Nugent, Topham Beauclerk, Bennet
Langton, Anthony Chamier va Sir John Hawkins. Nhitng
ngudi khic dwoc thém vao sau d6 qua bau chon cla ciu
lac bd: Gibbon, Garrick, Sheridan, Fox, Adam Smith, Bac si
Burney...

Boswell khong dwoc nhip héi cho dén ndm 1773, mot
phén c6 1é vi 6ng chi thi thodng méi c6 mat & London. Trong
sudt 21 ndm tir lac 6ng gap Johnson cho dén lic Johnson qua
doi, 6ng trai qua khéng hon hai ndm cung vai tuan 1€ bén
canh thin twgng ctia minh. Sy mén mo nong nhiét khéng che
gifdu chia 6ng, cling sy nhan biét clia Johnson rdng Boswell
dang tinh viét tifu sk 6ng, da khién cho vi tién boi nay tha
thtr cho ki€u than twong gan nhw ninh not ctia Boswell. Mot
ngudi néi hay va mot ngudi biét lang nghe 1lam nén mot cip
d6i hanh phtc. Johnson khong danh gié cao tri 6c ctia Boswell.
Khi “Bozzy”, nhw cach goi clia 6ng, nhan xét rang thi reou ma
ong d3 uong trong ltic dam thoai da lam 6ng nhirc dau, Johnson
chinh lai 6ng: “Khéng phai, thuira ngai, khong phai do rou lam
anh nhtrc dau, ma chinh céi nghia li (sense) ma tdi cho vao d6”
“Sao chtt, thira ngai,” Boswell kéu 1én, “ci nghia 1y sé& khién

310



Samuel Johnson: 1709-1784

nhirc dau w?” “Phi, thwa ngai, khi con nhirc ddu khoéng quen
véi diéu d6.# (C6 nhirng doan vén trong cudn Life & dé Boswell
dwong nhw néi chuyén c6 nghia Iy [sense] hon Johnson.) Khi
ngoi khen Dunciad ctia Pope, Johnson lwu ¥ rang né da cho
mdy ké t6i da c6 dwgc danh tiéng doi doi, va tiép tuc man
ché nhao: “That dang 14 mot ké t6i da khi dy. A, thwa ngai,
ngai da sdng trong nhirng ngay d6 phai khong!”# Nhung con
géu ludng tudi nay sém mang long mén con tht nhé cia dng.
“Hiém c6 ai téi xem trong nhiéu nhw anh”, 6ng bao Boswell
nhvw thé ndm 1763.4 “Boswell”, dng ndi, “chwa bao gi¢r roi
nha ma khong d€ lai loi bay to6 mong mudn dwoec tré lai”.#
Ndm 1775, Boswell dwoc cho mdt can phong trong nhirng can
nha ctia Johnson dé ngu lai vao nhirng ltc ma cudc dam thoai
gitr 6ng lai dén t6i khuya.*

Ngay 31 thang Ba 1772 6ng viét trong nhat ky: “To6i ludn dy
tinh viét vé cudc dori cia 6ng Johnson. Toi da khong cho 6ng
dy hay, va cling khong biét liéu c6 nén noéi ra khéng.” Nhung
t&i thang Tw 1773 Johnson biét dwgc y dinh d6, néu khong
muén ndi 1a sém hon.s° Nhirng ngudi khac biét chuyén do,
va tirc gidn trwedre cach thirc Boswell néu ra nhirng cau hdi
gay tranh cai véi dung ¥ ro rang muén dan du vi bac thay
cao nién nay cho ¥ kién va muén lam nén vién ngoc quy cho
thé loai tiéu st. Vi tac gid ngudi Scotland hiéu ky nay khoe
rang, “dai phun nuwéc nay doi khi bi ket cho dén khi téi mé
ngudn sudi ra”s' Nhan vat Johnson ma chiung ta biét va thich
thd han sé khong bao gi¢r thanh hinh néu Boswell khong
kich thich 6ng b&ng nhitng loi khiéu khich triu mén cing sw
theo dudi khong biét mét moi. C6 mét Johnson that khac biét
ma ching ta thiy trong cuén Life cia Hawkins, hodc tham
chi trong cu6n Anecdotes (Cac giai thoai) sinh dong cta phu
nhan Thrale!

Thang Mot 1765 1a ltac Johnson bat dau méi giao két voi
nha Thrales, mot modi quan hé ma d6i véi doi dng c6 vai tro
to 1&n hon tinh bing hiru danh cho Boswell. Henry Thrale la
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ngudi U reou bia, con trai clia mot nguwdi 0 rworu bia khéc.
Ong c6 dwoce hoc van nghiém chinh, tirng di day d6, va sap
chirng thye cho dia vi cia minh bang viéc dwoc bau vao Nghj
vién. Nam 1763, 6ng cudi Hester Lynch Salusbury, mét co
gai xr Wales chi cao chirng mot mét rwdi nhung hoat bat
va théng minh. Henry, lén hon ba 12 tudi, ddm minh trong
chuyén lam &n, nhwng van ch tAm dén vor minh ¢t mirc lam
ba mang thai hang ndm tir ndm 1764 dén 1778, va da dé lay
cho ba cdn bénh truyén nhiém qua dwdng sinh dyc.5* Ba sinh
12 ngwdi con, trong s6 d6 8 ngwdi chét tir lac so sinh. Ba an
i ban than bang vin chwong, va khi chdong ba dwa vé nha
Samuel Johnson tri* danh, ba dung moi chiéu va sy duyén
déang cla nt gi¢i hong tréi budc dng véi gia dinh nay. Ching
mdy chéc, ong ding bita t6i véi nha Thrale mdi thr Ndm
hang tuan tai cin nha & Southwark; va tir ndm 1766 trd vé
sau, Ong thwong danh mua hé & cling ho trong cdn biét thy
mién qué tai Streatham & Surrey. V&i Johnson & vi tri trung
tam, phu nhan Thrale bién nha minh thanh mdt khéch sanh,
don tiép Reynolds, Goldsmith, Garrick, Burke, va gia dinh
Burney, va cudi cung, Boswell ganh ti cing t&i - do 6ng biét
dwoc rang phu nhan Thrale dang thu thip nhivrng ghi cha vé
dung mao, cung cach va nhirng 1&i néi ctia vi dai sw. Thé la
Life sip stra c6 d6i tha.

IV. Chom sao Pai Hung

Ong Dai Hung trong ra sao? Boswell, sau lan gip dau tién
(1763) da viét: “Ong Johnson 13 mét nguwdi c6 dung mao dé
s¢ nhat hang... Mot ngudi rét to, thwdng phién mudn vé doi
mat dau, vé chirng té liét [tat mdy giat bon chon] va vé bénh
trang nhac. Ong 4n mic luém thudm, va néi niang tho 15 hét
strc.”’s3 Phu nhan Thrale miéu ta ong trong nhirng ndm cudi
ddi 6ng: “Voc nguwdi 6ng cao dén 4n twong, va tay chan éng
16n qué mirc... Nét mit 6ng c6 nhiéu vét hdn rd, dung mao
ong dic biét tho kéch... Ong can thi, néu khong mudn néi la
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bat toan; vy ma d6i mat éng... qué strc hoang dai, qua strc
xuyén thiu, va doi khi qué stc hung ton, dén mirc, t6i cho
rang, s¢ hai la cdm xtc dau tién trong mat cta tit cd nhitng
nguwdi chiém ngam 6ng.”s*

Ong l4y 1am ghé t&m cho 1 “phi thoi gio” ddi voi nhikng
lic ngdi 1am miu vé chan dung; tuy nhién, 6ng da ngdi miu
mudi lan cho Reynolds, va mdt Ian miu cho birc twong ban
than cta Nollekens. Nam 1756, Sir Joshua tring dng ra nhw
mot ngwdi map map va biéng nhac;* ndm 1772, birc chan
dung lirng danh nhéit khic hoa dng cho hiu thé nhw mot
ngwdi bé thé vung vé, bd toc gia dénh dang, khudn mit day
4, d6i may cau lai trén d6i mat hoang mang, miii to kénh, moi
day, va cam doi. Bo toc gia clia 6ng ludn bi léch do nhirng ctr
dong co giat clia cai dau, vai va déi tay.” Ong ciu tha chuyén
an maic; “quan 4o dep”, dng bao Boswell, “chi tét khi ching
g6p thém phuong tién dé€ dat dwoc sy ton trong”s® Ong
khong ban tam nhiéu dén chuyén vé sinh ca nhan cho dén
khi 6ng thanh kh4ch m¢i ctia nha Thrales.

Ong #n udng ngdu nghién, bung nhiéu chd chtra, va c6 1&
nh¢ dén nhirng thang ngay déi an. Boswell thuét lai:

Téi chwa tirng biét mot ngwdi ndo mé chuyén dan ngon hon
ong. Khi ngbdi vao ban 6ng hoan toan bji hit vao cai viéc
trwedrc mat; vé mit 6ng dwdng nhw tip trung vao cai dia;
ong cting khéng néi mot 1, trir phi biva an cé sy hién dién
clia quy nhén, ciing nhw khong cha § chat nao dén nhirng
diéu nguwdi khac noi, cho dén khi dng thod man long thém
an cla minh; trong rat dit doi... d€n mic nhirng mach mau
trén tran 6ng phinh 1én, va thwedng 12 mo héi dam dia.s
Ong diing ngén tay béc c4 &n, “vi tdi can thi, va so mic xwong”.*
Ong khé 1ong chiu dwoc khi thdy rau qud. Trong nhirng ngay
hang hai, 6ng “thich 1am minh phén chén bdng rwou vang,
nhwng chwra bao gi¢r say trir mdt 1an”* Khi phu nhan Williams
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chi trich thoi say swa, bdo rdng, “Té6i ty héi vui thi ndo ma
dan ong c6 thé c6 dworc trong viéc ty bién minh thanh nhirng
da tht”, Johnson dap tra, “T6i ngac nhién la, thira ba, ba da
thdm nhép du dé thiy dwoc sy khich 1€ manh mé cho théi
qué da nay, b&i € ngwdi ty bién minh thanh da tha sé rii bd
dwoc ndi don dau cta sy 1am ngwdi”. Nhung udng rwou,
ong no6i, “khdéng cai thién cudc chuyén tro; nd lam bién doi
dau 6c dén nbi cac vi thdy hai long véri bat ki cudc chuyén tro
nao”.% Ve cudi doi, 6ng tranh moi thr rwegu, va ty thiy bang
long vé&i s6 b la, nwéc chanh va uéng tra nhidu vo ké. Ong
khong bao gior hat thude, “That 1a mot thr gy ghé nguwoi,
théi khoi ra khdi miéng ta d€ di vao miéng, mat, miii ngudi
khac, va chiu diéu twong tw vay déi véi chinh ta”. Ong giai
thich théi quen hat thuéc la dé “gitr cho dau 6c théat khoi sw
trong réng tot cling”.%+

Cung cach cyc mich clia dng mot phan la di vat tir nhirng
dém ngay song dwdi day x3 hoi, mot phan 1a két qua cla
nhitng con dau nhirc thé x4c va nhitng ndi so' tinh than. Ong
manh mé, va ty hao vé diéu do; ong c6 thé ha guc mot tay ban
sadch ma gan nhw khong s bi tra thi; 6ng c6 thé nhic 1én va
quéng sang bén mot ga ddm chiém ghé ma Johnson tam thdi
dé trong; 6ng leo 1én ngya va nhap véi Thrale trong cudc san
c4o khdp mién qué trong pham vi 50 dim. Nhwng 6ng gap
kho khén trong viéc mang vac trong lwgng cta chinh minh.
“Khi 6ng di ngoai dwong, do cai dau lac lw lién hoi va kém
v&i sy dong day cua cor thé, dng c6 vé di dwoec nho cdi chuyén
dong do6, doc lap véri ddi chan 6ng.”% Khi 6ng cudi ngya, “ong
khong ra 1énh hay chi hwéng cho con ngwa, ma 6ng dwec
mang di nhw thé dang ngoi trén mdt qua bong béng”.

Sau ndm 1766, 6&ng mac phai bénh suyén, gt va bénh ph.
Nhirng chirng nay va nhirng trd ngai co thé khac han lam
tram trong thém ndi budn rau cta 6ng, d6i lic lam 6ng G dot
dén ndi “toi sé dong y d€ cho mot chi bi cdt di dé hoi phuc
tinh than”® Ong thwdng khong tin réng c6 ngudi hanh phg;
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Ong tlrng n6i vé moOt nguwdi tw cho minh hanh phtc: “Toan 1a
gia doi thoi; con ché biét anh ta ltc nao ciing khén khs”.% Khi
mot y si tirng bao 6ng rdng chirng nghi bénh déi khi khién
ong loan tri, Johnson s¢’ 6ng sé bi loan tri.* “Trong s6 nhirng
diéu bat 6n vé trang thai hién th¢i ctia ching ta,” 6ng khién
cho Imlac 1én tiéng trong Rasselas, “thir dé s¢ va dang bao
dong nhat 1a sw ton tyc bat dinh cta li tri”7”

Bi cin thi, 6ng khong thiy vui tht gi noi céi dep clia dan
ba, tw nhién, hay my thuat.” Ong cho mén diéu khic 1a the
bi danh gié cao thai qué. “Gia tri ctia cac btrc twgng la nho &
do kho lam ra nd. Cac vi sé khong thiy dwoc gid tri mot cai
d4u dep nhdt ma lai dwoc do trén ct ca-rot”.”> Ong c6 hoc
choi nhac cy, “nhwng t6i chwa bao gior choi dwgrec mot diéu
nhac”. “Xin ngai ddy,” 6ng hdi, “ai la tay Bach nay? Han la ké
thoi s40?”7 - 4m chi Johann Christian Bach, khi d6 (1771) 1a
dwong cim tha trir danh nhat nwérc Anh. Ong cam thdy 4m
nhac bi lam hw hdng b&i sy mtia may cia ngén tay. Nghe mot
nghé si vi cim dwgc khen ngei vi nhirng ngén nhac éng trinh
dién 1a hét strc khé choi, Johnson kéu 1én, “Kho - toi wérc gi
no la thi bat kha”

Mot nguwdri qua soi ndi han sé 1dy lam phién toai khi dwong
dau v&i nhitng phong twdng duc tinh von gy khudy dong
thadm chi cho mot tim tri binh thwdng. Khi dng tham dy bu6i
dién ra mat v& Irene, va dwoc Garrick dwa vao “phong nghi”
noi cac dién vién ngdi cher gitra cac canh, 6ng tir chdi dé nghi
ong nén ghé lai day. “Khéng, David, toi sé khong bao gior quay
lai. B&i nhitng bd ngwc trang tréo va nhitng doi tat lya cua
cac nir dién vién nha anh 1am bd phén sinh dyc cta t6i kich
thich.”7 Boswell kinh ngac khi nghe 6ng ndi, mdt ngay no &
quan dao Hebrides, “Toi thwong nghi rang néu toi gitv mot
khué phong...”7

Nhin chung khuyét diém ctia 6ng ranh ranh hon phéan dtrc
tinh, vOn ciing thwe nhw vay. Chung ta c6 thé dao nguwoc mot
cach hop li 1o binh luan cia Horace Walpole ring “di 6ng
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tOt tinh tan day 1ong nhung bé ngoai dng lai rat w khé chiu””
Goldsmith néi diéu y vay v&i giong lich thiép hon: “Johnson c6
vé xu xi trong cung cach, nhwng khong ngwdi nao dwong tai
thé lai c6 mot tréi tim diu dang hon. Ong khong c6 gi thudc vé
loai giu ngoai trir b da.””® Xoc xéch, biéng nhac, mé tin, tho
16, gido diéu, kiéu ngao, nhwng 6ng con 1a ngudi tir t&, nhan
hau, phéng khoang, nhanh chéng ciu xin tha thi¢ va nhanh
chéng thir tha ké khac. Phu nhan Thrale cho réng Johnson da
quyén tang 200 bang trong khoan tr¢’ cAp 300 bang ctia 6ng;”
va ba néi thém:

Ong nudi dueng ca déng ngwdi trong nha minh... Binh
thwong khi danh théi gian gitta tuin & nha chtng t6i, ong
dé gia dinh dong dic ctia minh & Phd Fleet s6ng nhér khoan
trer cdp On dinh, nhwng 6ng trd vé véi ho thir By hang tuan
dé cho ho ba bira dn toi tl t€, va dé€ sdng cing ho, trirdrc khi
ong quay lai v&i ching t6i vao dém thir Hai - déi dai ho cing
mot phép lich sy twong tw, hodc cé 1€ con kiéu co hon so
véi diéu 6ng can lam, nhw cich clia nhiéu ngudi trong gidi
sang trong.®

Ong viét nhirng 1o dé tira, d@ ting, bai thuyét gi4o, tham chi
ca nhirng quan di€ém phap li, cho ngwdi khac, thuwong 1a mién
phi. Ong lao dong béng chit nghia va ngdi bat dé clru béac si
William Dodd khai gia treo c6. Thdy mot ¢o géi diém ndm trén
dwong, ong (khi d6 75 tudi) cong cd, mang vé phong minh,
chim lo cho dén khi ¢6 binh phuc, va “gang strc dwa cd vao con
dwong kiém séng dang hoang”.® George Steevens, ngudi cong
tAc vé&i dng trong chuyén bién tap Shakespeare, bao: “Néu ma
nhirng moén tién thwdng ma ong c6 gidu di, nhirng hanh dong
nhan ban ma dng thyc hién trong kin ddo, dwoc treng ra day
d cac chi tiét [cling nhiéu va day ¢t nhw nhirng khiém khuyét
clia 6ng], thi nhitng khi€m khuyét ctia 6ng sé tan bién hin di
trong 4nh ruc chiy clia nhitng drc hanh dén mac ngudi ta
chi con nhin vao phan dtrc hanh thoi.”®
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Trong 19 nam cudi d&i minh, 6ng viét chi mot cudn sach
trong yéu - Lives of the Poets (Pdi cc thi nhan); con lai 6ng
diing d4u lwdi minh thé cho ngdi bat. Ong miéu ta ban than
14 “mot ngwdi thich bat tréo chéan lai va trinh bay 1o n6i cia
minh”.®2 Néu ta gat chuyén &n u6ng sang bén, 6ng song tron
ven nhét khi néi chuyén v&i mot nhém ngudi théng minh.
Bang cach quan sat va doc sach, 6ng da thu thap dwoc mot
ngudn va pham vi to 16 cac tri thire vé sy doi sy ngudi; 6ng
dwa phéan nhiéu tri thirc d6 vao trong kho ky tc 1on x6n ctia
minh, va 6ng chao dén co héi d€ ty trat ganh nang khéi ban
than. Tuy vay, 6ng hiém khi kh&i xwéng bat ki cudc ban luan
nghiém tic nao; ong cat tiéng chi khi ai d6 néu mot chu dé
hay mét thach thirc. Ong ludn thdy muén chéng d6i nhitng
diéu ngudi khac da noi; 6ng sén sang bao vé bat ki nhan dinh
nao hoic ¥ d6i nghich v&i no; 6ng thich tranh bién, tw biét
minh bit kha bai; va 6ng kién quyét thang cuc tranh luin,
cho du sy that c6 thé tiéu tan bén dwéi nhivng don gidng
ctia 6ng. Ong biét day khong phai loai dam thoai wu hang,
nhung dng chic chin day 1a loai li tht nhat. “Ong khéng tha
ai trong s chung t6i”, Boswell ndi.® Déi v&i mot nguwdi tranh
luan: “Toi thdy & anh mot ludn c, nhwng t6i khong c6 bon
phan phdi thiy & anh mot sy thong hiéu”®s “Khong tranh
luan gi dwoc v&i Johnson”, Goldsmith néi, “béi 1€ néu khdu
sting ctia 6ng ban trwgt thi 6ng ta sé diing bang sting ha guc
cac vi”.® “Khi t6i ghé thdm Tién si Johnson sang hom sau”,
Boswell ké lai, “tdi thdy ong rat w thod man véi ndng lyc doi
dap ctia minh vao budi t6i hém treére. ‘O (6ng néi), ching ta
da c6 bubi néi chuyén hay d6.” Boswell. ‘Phai, thwa 6ng, 6ng
da hat tung va hic nhiéu ngwoi””®” Thomas Sheridan goi 6ng
12 k& bat nat,® va Gibbon goi 6ng la ké c6 chip.® Huan tuéc
Monboddo goi 6ng 1a “ngwdi gdy c cdm va hiém doc nhdt ma
toi tirng biét, ngwdi khong khen mot tac gid hay mot cudn
sach nao ma ngwdi khac da ngei khen [6ng c6 khen Evelina
clia Fanny Burney], va... khong du kién nhin dé nghe bat ki
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ai khéc thu hit sy cht y ctia cd nhém du chi trong théang
ch6c”*° Horace Walpole, an phan trong céng viéc dn khong
ngoi réi ctia minh, rung minh khi nghi vé 6ng, va tém lwoc
con nguwdi 6ng theo cédi nhin cta con trai mot vi thd tuwéng
phéi Whig:

Véi dong 16n x6n hoc thuat va mot sé quan diém manh mé,
Johnson 1a mot nhan v4t ghé ron va ha tién. Vé co ban 1a
mot ké Jacobite, ngao man, ty phy, va hong hach... C)ng da
danh di ngoi but d€ dua bén ngay ca trong tir dién, va sau do,
vi khoan tr¢’ cp, dd gy mau thun cho chinh nhitng dinh
nghia clia minh. Cung cach ctia 6ng nho nhép, kiéu ngao, va
tan bao, van phong 6ng khoa trieong va hung nghiét dén nyc
cwoi, va néi tém lai, v&i toan bo vé md pham, 6ng ¢ toan
b6 tinh nhd nhen cyc d6 clia mot ong gido lang... Hau thé sé
nghi gi vé chung ta khi ho biét dwoc chiing ta dang say mé
mét thin tweng nhw thé?9

Ly twéng ma ndi, di nhién, cudc dam thoai t6t nhat 1a trong
mot nhom nho thong dong noi tit cA déu c6 hoc thirc va lich
1am; hodc, nhw Johnson tirng néi trong mot 1an hoa nha xen
gitra cac lan hung hing: “Cudc dam thoai t6t lanh nhat 1a khi
khong c6 an thua, khéng phu phiém, ma chi cé trao déi cac
cam nghi mét cach binh tam va tinh lang”;®* nhwng 6ng cé
trdi nghiém d6 vao ldc nao? “Viéc d6i dai ké tha bang long
ton trong”, 6ng noéi véi Boswell, dwgc cho la c6 kém theo cai
nhdy mat, “sé cho ké thi mét loi thé ma y khoéng c6 quyén
dat dugc”® Chung ta, nhitng ké chwa bao gi¢r ném trai don
cobng kich ctia 6ng, sé thir tha cho nhirng don bao lyc, nhirng
loi 1dng ma xtc xiém va moi dinh kién d6 vi tri lyc va tinh
hai hwérc va sy sic nhon cta dng, vi thién huéng chudng vé
nhirng cai ¢6 thyc hon la nhirng diéu b tich, chudng tinh
boc trie hon 1a gia doi, va vi nang lyc tp trung sy minh tri
vao trong mot cum tir, tit cd da bién 6ng thanh mot trong
nhitng nhan vat 4t trdi nhét trong lich st nwéc Anh.
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V. Pau 6c bao thu
Ta sé cho 6ng dirng lén phat biéu ¥ kién ch@? Ong gay thich
tht khi néi v& moi thtr dwéi anh mit troi. Ong nghi doi 1a
mot bat hanh ma khong ai mudn 1#p lai, va la thr ma hiu
hét moi ngwdi “Gng ho véi sw sot rudt va roi bd véi long
mién cwdng”® Khi Phu nhian McLeod hdi 6ng “con ngwoi vé
ban tinh c6 thién hao khong”, 6ng dap, “Khdng ai, thwa phu
nhan, khéng hon mdt con s6i”% “Con nguwdi ro rang... qué
strc hti bai dén ndi hét thay moi quy luat clia thién dang va
mat dat déu khong du d€ kém ho tranh khéi tdi 4c”% “Con
ngwdi mang 1ong cdm hon kién quyét hon 1a mang long yéu
thwong; va néu t6i da néi dieu gi gdy tdn thuong ai d6 mot
lan, toi sé khong dé 14p vy nay bang cich no6i nhiéu thtr 1am
vui long y.’97
Ong khéng thwdng xuyén ban vé kinh té hoc. Ong chi
trich viéc béc 16t cac dan toc x& thudc dia,*® va manh mé 1én
4n nan no 1&; mot lan, tai Oxford, 6ng gay kinh ngac mot
sO gido sw khi mudn cung li mrng vy “néi diy clta nguoi
da den & viung Tay A7 Tuy vay, ong cho rdng “viéc nang
lvong cho ngwdi lao dong cdng nhat 1a sai; bdi né khong
lam ho s6ng t6t hon, ma [Ké nhan cw néi] chi khién ho thém
nhan cw, va sy nhan cw 13 diéu rat té doi véi ban tinh con
nguwdi”.'° Gidng Blackstone, 6ng c6 xuy sy thiéng liéng cia
quyen s& hiru; va giéng ké d6i 1ap ong, Voltaire, 6ng bao vé
st xa xi nhw 1a th&r mang viéc dén cho ngu¢i ngheo, thay vi
1am x6i mon ho bing 1ong tir tim.™* Ong dy bao Adam Smith
sé ting ho chuyén kinh doanh ty do.**2 Nhwng sw sinh s6i ndy
n® cac throng nhan lam 6ng kho chiu: “Ti e la sw gia tang
thwong mai, va sy ddu tranh khong ngirng dé dat dén giau
c6 ma thwong mai kich thich, sé khong mang lai hira hen
chdm dtt, du ngwoi doi sém mang long ky vong, nan gian
tra va Itra ddo... Bao lyc sé nhwdng bwédre triwede gian gido.” o3
Ong khong v& vit khinh khi tién bac, chiu khé s& vi thiéu
tién, va 6ng nghi rang “khoéng ai ngoai trir ké ngu don tirng
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viét lach ngoai trir vi tién”4 - von 12 ¥ nghi danh gi4 qua
thip sy phu phiém.

Ong cam thdy (nh¢ lai nhitng dong 6ng thém vao thi
pham Traveller ciia Goldsmith) rdng ta d4 khoa dai tim quan
trong ctia chinh tri. “Toi sé khong dwa nira crown dé s6ng
dwéi hinh thire chinh pht nay thay vi hinh thirc khac.”* Do
d6, “hau hét cac ké hoach cai thién chinh tri déu 1a nhitng
thir rat nyc cudi”**® Tuy vay, 6ng da néi néng chdng lai “dam
ch6 Whig”, va cin mot khoan tr¢ cAp dé hoa giai dng véi nha
Hannover. Ong goi 1ong &i quéc 1a “chén tra néu cudi ciing
clia mot tay vo lai”,*” nhwng bang long nhiét ndng i qudc,
Ong bao vé quyén clia Anh Quéc déi v&i quan dao Falkland
(1771), va 6ng gan nhuw td y khinh bi ddm mui sd-vanh déi véi
ngudi Scotland va ngwdi Phép.

Nam 1763, 6ng da dw bdo dwgc Burke sé c6 1&i bién giai
cho chti nghia bdo tht. “Kinh nghiém con ngwdi, vén thwong
mau thuln v&i Iy thuyét, la bai kiém nghiém 1én ddi véri chan
1y. M6t hé thong dwoc tao dyng trén nhitng khdm phé cta
nhiéu tri 6c vi dai ludn c6 sttc manh hon nhitng gi dwoc
san sinh ra tir nhitng hoat dong don thuin cta bat ki b 6¢
nd0.”°® Sau nidm 1762, 6ng kha hai 1ong v&i hién trang. Ong
tan dwong chinh pht Anh Quéc khi “tiép can sy hoan bi gan
hon bat ki thir gi ma kinh nghiém da cho ta thay, hoic lich st
da ké lai.”*® Ong mén mé giéi quy tdc va nhirng dic trung
cting d4c quyén giai cdp, xem d6 la diéu cin thiét cho trat ty
xa hoi va cho nén phép ché cin trong.™® “Toi la ban hitu ciia
sw tong thudc. N6 gitp dat dén hanh phtc cho xa héi... Sy
quy phuc 1a bon phén cta ké vé tri, va sy toai nguyén la dtrc
tinh ctia k& nghéo”™ Ong ta than, nhw bao thé hé, réng

sw tong thudc budbn thay da tan v& & thi dai nay. Gior day,
khong ai c6 ciing thdm quyén nhw cha 6ng da tirng c6 - ngoai
trir hang cai nguc. Khong ngwdi chti nao c6 né déi voi ké
hau cta y; nd bi tiéu bién di trong cac trwong dai hoc,
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ding vay, trong ca cac trieong khai phéng cta ching ta
ntra... C6 nhiéu nguyén nhan, nhwng chi yéu, theo toi nghi,
1a do c6 qué nhiéu tién bac... Vang bac da tiéu huy sw tong
thudc theo phong kién. Nhwng, bén canh d6, moi ngwdi con
cb sw néi 1ong long kinh trong. Khéng ngwdi con trai nao
gi¢r day phu thudc vao cha minh, nhw theéi trweéee... Hy vong
ctia t6i 1a khi sy hén loan vo chinh phti san sinh tinh trang
bao nguoc, sw néi 1dng cre dd nay sé tao ra freni strictio
[thit chit diy ceong].™

Ngam nghi vé cdng ching London, Johnson phan doan ring
dan cht sé 1a mot tham hoa. Ong cudi cot truede ty do va
binh d4ng, xem d6 la nhirng 16i dung ngit thiéu thwc tién."s
“Con lau méi 1a sy that rang con ngwdi ta binh ding theo
1& ty nhién, rang khong c6 hai con ngwdi nao c6 thé & cung
nhau ntra gi¢ khi ngudi nay mudn dat dwec wu thé ro rang
so v&i ngwdi kia.”4 Nam 1770, 6ng viét mot cuén sadch moéng,
The False Alarm (B4o dong gid), chi trich phai cip tién, va
bién minh cho viéc loai trir Wilkes ra khoi Nghi vién.

Trong cudn sdch mong khéc, The Patriot (1774; Ngwdi yéu
nwéc), Johnson tai dién man cong kich déi voi Wilkes, va
tién t&i didu ma Boswell goi 1a “mot nd lyc nhdm khién cho
nhirng dong bao than dan & x(r My phai chiu quy phuc v6
diéu kién.””s Trong nhitng trwérc tic thud dau, Johnson da
viét bang long vo tw it thiy vé cac thudc dia M§ chau. Nhirng
noinay da “bi thu tom ma khong dwa trén nhirng nguyén tac
cong binh nao vé chinh sach”, phan lén vi nhérng nha nwéc
Au chau khac da thu tém qué nhiéu,”® va nwéc Anh mong
mudn ty bdo vé minh trwéc Phap va Tay Ban Nha vén da
manh 1én dén mtc nguy hiém nhé hip thu chau My. Ong da
ca ngoi gidi thye dan Phap vi cach ddi dai nhan dao véi nguedi
Da dé va con két hon lién ching toc véi ho nira, va dng chi
trich gi¢i thirc dan Anh Qudc vi d3 liva gat dan Da dé va trdn
4p dan Da den.”” Nhuwng khi gi¢i thwe dan néi vé twr do, cong
Iy, va quyén ty nhién, Johnson khinh bi nhirng khéng quyét

321



Will va Ariel Durant

cta ho, xem d6 la loi gia doi bé mit, va héi, “Lam thé nao
ma trong s6 nhitng ké chin dit dan Da den ta lai nghe dwoc
nhirng tiéng kéu dng dng 6n ao nhit hang nham kéu doi tw
do?”8 Ong néu lén luén ctr chong lai sy gidi phong thudc dia
trong mot tap sach nho manh liét, Taxation No Tyranny (1775;
Thu thué khong la bao chinh). Tap sach nay ré rang dwoc viét
theo yéu cau ctia nfi cac, bdi 16 Johnson da than phién (theo
161 Boswell) rang khodn tr¢’ cAp ctia 6ng da dworc trao cho 6ng
“nhw mot nhan vat van chwong”, va gi¢ day 6ng dwoc “chinh
pht yéu cau viét nhirng tp sdch nhé vé chinh tri”"9

Bang cach chdp thuin sy bdo vé clia Anh Quéc (Johnson
bién ludn), gi¢i thwe dan d3 ngdm nhin nhan quyén cia chinh
pht Anh dworc thu thué ho. Viéc thu thué, d€ cong binh, khong
yéu ciu c6 dai dién tryc tiép cia nhirng ngwoi bi thu thué ¢
mdt trong chinh phd; mot nra dan s6 nwéc Anh khong co
dai dién trong Nghi vién, nhwng ho chip nhén viéc thu thué
nhw mot cach dap lai cong bang dé co trat ty xa hoi va sw bao
vé clia phap luat do chinh quyén mang dén. Hawkins, nguwdi
da cung &ng céc luan ctt cho Johnson,*® nghi rang Taxation
No Tyranny “chwa bao gio» nhan dwegc cau tra 1¢1”" nhwng
Boswell, nhé dén ddo Corse, dirng vé phe cua x& My chau,
ldy 1am x6t xa trwedc canh “bao lyc cyc d§” noi ngodi bat cha
Johnson, va noéi: “Chuyén tip sach nay dwoc viét theo mong
muon cta nhitng ké dwong quyén, téi khong ho nghi chat
nao; va qua thye 6ng 4y thd nhin véi toi chuyén tap sach dé
da dwoc hiéu chinh va rat ngdn lai bdi mot vai ngwoi d6.”22
Mot doan van bi noi cic x6a di da tién doan rang cic xir My
chéu sg, “sau mot thé ki rbi mot phan tw thé ky niva, sé dwoc
binh ddng hon nhirng cw dan (Tay) Au chau”=

C6 mot s6 yéu t6 mang tinh than ty do trong triét hoc
chinh tri cta 6ng. Ong thich Fox hon Pitt II, va dwoc thuyét
phuc ding bira t6i véri Wilkes, nguwdi khudt phuc cac nguyén
tic chinh tri cta Johnson bang cich dai 6ng mén thit bé
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hao hang.” Va trong mét doan van, vi Tory hitu 16n tubi nay
bdn cgt véi cach mang:

Khi bang sy tw bién siu sic, ching t6i ctru xét sy phan b
bt binh ding nhirng niém lac thd & doi... khi rd 13 nhitu
ngwdi thiéu nhirng nhu cau cda ty nhién, va nhiéu ngwoi
khéc niva thiéu di sy thodi mai va tién lgi clia cudc séng;
rang ké nhan cw séng ung dung canh con médi mét cta ké
can cti, va ké xa hoa dwgc nuong chiéu bang nhirng mén
ngon ma ké cung ng khéng sao ném dworc... khi s6 dong
hon lai phai luén thi€u di cai ma s8 it hon dang tin hwdng
va bd phi khong diing dén; dwong nhw khong thé hinh dung
dwgc rdng canh an binh clia xa hoi ¢6 thé ton lwu dai lau;
theo 1& ty nhién ngwdi ta ki vong rang khong ai dwoc dé cho
sudt thoi gian dai s¢ hivu nhirng diéu vui tha dw dat trong
khi ngin 4y ngwoi thi€u thén nhirng nhu cau thyc sy

Tinh than bdo tht clia 6ng quay lai manh mé khi 6ng noi vé
ton gido. Sau moOt ndm sung sirc mang tinh thin hoai nghi'*®
ong cang lic cang ung ho nhiét thanh cho nhitng hoc thuyét
va dic quyén clia Gido hoi Puwong tri. Boi khi 6ng nga sang
Cong gido: Ong thich ¥ twdng vé luyén nguc, va khi dng nghe
ndi ring mot gido si Anh gido da dworc cai sang Giao hoi La
Ma thi 6ng néi, “Chtia ban phtc cho 6ng ta!”” “Ong bao vé
Toén gido Phap dinh,” Boswell cho ta hay, “va khing dinh rdng
hoc thuyét sai lac can phai dwoc kém tod ngay khi né xudt
hién Ian dau; ring quyén han dan sy can phai hgp nhét véi
Gi4o hdi trong viéc trirng phat nhitng ké dam cong kich ton
gi4o dwong tri, va rang chi Ton gido Phap dinh méi trirng
phat dwoc nhirng ké nhw vay.”® Ong ghét phai Bit thuén,
va hoan nghénh viéc truc xuit cac tin d6 Giam 1y ra khoi
Oxford.® Ong chdi tir khéng noéi chuyén véi mot quy ba
vira r&i bo Gido hoi Puong tri d€ gia nhap phéi Quaker.°
Ong trach Boswell vi ban bé so giao v&i “ké vo than” Hume.
Khi Adam Smith trdn an 6ng rang, Hume c6 mot cudc song
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mau muyc, Johnson kéu 1én, “Ong néi déi!” Theo dé, Smith
dap lai, “Ong 1a dd ché d&.”* Johnson cam thdy ton gido 1a
thir trong yéu doi véi trat tw va dao déc x4 hoi, va rang duy
chi niém hy vong vé sy bat tr hanh phiic méi c6 thé lam cho
ngwdi ta cam chiu nhirng nbi khé nio ctia cudc sdng tran thé.
Ong tin vao thién st va quy st, va cho réng, “tit ca ching ta
sau nay déu phai ngy hoic trong nhitrng viing kinh hoang hoic
nhitng ving cyc lac.”3* Ong chdp nhan chuyén phu thay va
hon ma 13 nhirng thyec t€; 6ng tin réng ngwdi vor qua ¢d cla
minh da xudt hién ra tredrc mit dng. '

Ong khong quan tdm khoa hoc; 6ng ngoi ca Sokratés vi da
tim cach chuyén sy thdm tra tir cic vi sao xudng con ngudi.s4
Ong ghé té'm chuyén mé dong vat séng. Ong khong lwu tim
dén chuyén thdm hiém; viéc khdm phé ra nhitng ving dat
chura ai biét chi d&n dén “chinh phat va cwép béc”.35 Ong nghi
triét hoc 1a mot mé cung tri nang dan t&i hoai nghi tén gido
hodc din dén nhitng vé& van siéu hinh. Do vy, 6ng bac bd duy
tam ludn ctia Berkeley bang cach di ¢4 mot hon d4, va béo vé
¥ chi ty do bang cach néi voi Boswell, “Chting ta biét ¥ chi clia
minh la ty do, va c6 mot két thic cho diéu d6... Moi Iy thuyét
déu chdng lai ty do ¥ chi, moi cdm nghiém tng ho n6.”3

Ong kinh t&m tir khwére toan b triét hoc ctia trao Khai
minh Phép. Ong phti nhan quyén clia mot tri 6¢c ca nhén, bat
luan 16i lac ra sao, trong viéc phan xét vé cac dinh ché rang
trai nghiém thir-va-sai cia mot chiing toc da gia ting nham
bao vé trat ty xa hdi chong lai nhirng xung dong phi xa hoi
ctia con ngwdi. Ong cAm thdy Gido hdi Cong gido, méc cho moi
16i lam, dang thwc hién mot chirc ning quan yéu trong viéc
gitr gin nén van minh Phép, va 6ng chi trich, cho la ddm ng6c
nong can, gi&i philosophe, nhitng ngwdi dang lam suy yéu
nhirng riedng cot ton gido ctia chudn myc dao dire. Voltaire va
Rousseau ddi v&i dng c6 vé 1a hai dang ngu xuén khéac nhau:
Voltaire mot tén hé tri thirc, Rousseau mot tén hé da cam;

324



Samuel Johnson: 1709-1784

nhung khéc biét gitra hai ngwdi ho rét it dén mirc that “kho
dé dinh ty 1é toi 16i gitta ho”3” Ong trach Boswell chuyén ve
van Rousseau & Thyy Si, va x6t xa cho long hiéu khach ma
nwéc Anh mang dén cho tac gia clia Emile (1766): “Rousseau,
thwa ngai, 1a mot ga rat toi. Toi sé ky ban an phat ving cho
hén sé'm hon bat ki ké pham trong t6i ndo dén tir Old Bailey
nhiéu ndm qua. Phai, thwa ngai, t6i mu6n dwa hin dilao dong
& cac don dién.”38

Johnson khéng bao tht nhuw cac ¥ kién ctia ong. Ong hd héi
ph4 b hang tram quy tic tng xt, néi chuyén, va dn mic. Ong
khong phai la ké hom minh; 6ng cwdi cot tredre gidi Thanh
gido, ong thich khiéu vii, choi bai, di nha hét. Tuy nhién, 6ng
chi trich Tom Jones ctia Fielding, va bi s6c khi nghe néi ba
Hannah More dirng d4n trueéc d6 da doc n6.%° Ong e so céi
nhuc duc trong vin chwong b&i vi dng khé dén nén nhirng
xung dong va tri twdng twgng vé xac thit. Tt nhitng hoc
thuyét ctia 6ng, ngwdi ta hdn cho rang 6ng khong séng vui
& dori, nhwng ta c6 thé thiy trong ban van Boswell rdng, 6ng
hoan hi trwéc “con tridu dang clia cudc nhén sinh”. Ong tuyén
bd doi 1a khé dau va vo gié tri, nhung, nhw hau hét ching
ta, ong kéo dai doi minh hét strc c6 thé, va mang long mién
cudng b tirc khi d6i dién véi nhivng ndm thang suy tan ca
ban than.

VI. Mua thu: 1763-1780

Nim 1765, 6ng chuyén t&i Inner Temple vao & mot ng6i nha
ba tang tai s8 7, Johnson’s Court tai Phé Fleet; noi nay dwoc
dat tén theo tén nguwdi & truede do6. Tai day, Boswell thiy 6ng
quay vé tir Luc dia. Vao thang Bay, 6ng dugc trao bang danh
du cho hoc vi Tién si Luat ctia Pai hoc Dublin; gi¢r day lan dau
tién dng 1 Tién si Johnson; nhung dng khong bao gid gan cai
hoc vi d6 vao tén minh.*°
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Thang Muwdi 1765, 6ng xuit ban 8 tip cho 4n ban
Shakespeare ctia minh, tré 8 ndm sau khi 6ng d4 htra hen
né véi nhitng ngwdi dang ki mua sach. Ong dam chi ra 18i,
nhtrng chd phi li va nhitng 16i ty du ngdy ngd bang ngon tir
trong ban véan cta vi thi ba dy; ong chi trich vi thi ba & chd
khong c6 chu dinh dao drc nao; dng nghi Shakespeare [c6 1€]
da khong dé lai “mot vé kich nao, néu gi¢r day né dwoc trung
ra nhw tdc phdm cta nha vin dwong thoi, dugc ling nghe
cho dén hét”** Nhwng 6ng tan dwong thi si vi da ha thip sw
thich tha tinh &i trong nhirng v& kich quan trong, va vi da lam
cho nhitng nhan véat chinh ctia minh khong phai thanh anh
hung ma chi 1a nhitng con ngwdi; va dng hung hon bao vé,
chong lai Voltaire, chuyén Shakespeare khong dé tAm dén cac
luat théng nhat vé thoi gian va noi chén (unities of time and
place).2 Gi¢i phé binh thach thirc nhiéu binh luén va nhiéu
chd hiéu chinh ctia 6ng; 4n ban nay bi thay thé bdng 4n ban
ctia Edmund Malone ndm 1790; nhwng Malone cong nhan 4n
ban ctia minh dya trén 4n ban cta Johnson, va éng danh gia
rat cao loi dé tira ctia Johnson, cho do “cé 1é 1a bai ludn tinh
nha nhit trong ngdn ngtr ching ta”.43

Nam 1767, trong lac ghé tham Buckingham Palace,
Johnson gdp George III; hg trao nhau nhirng 1&i ngei khen.
Dong thoi tinh ban véi Boswell ndong 4m dén mirc nam 1773,
Johnson chip nhén 1&i méi cta ngwdi ngwdng mo nay dé di
cling 6ng mot chuyén t&i Hebrides. D6 1a mot viéc gan da doi
v&i mot ngudri da 64 tudi. Chuyén di khéi sy bang mot cudc
xe ngwya duwdong dai va gian khé tir London dén Edinburgh.
O d6, 6ng gip Robertson, nhung tir chdi gip Hume. Ngay 18
thang Tam, 6ng va Boswell cing mot ngwdi hau khéi hanh di
1én phia bédc trén mot cb xe ngwa tram doc theo b bién phia
dong d€ t&i Aberdeen; tir @6, 6ng bang qua khu cao nguyén
gb ghé xuyén qua Banff dén Inverness, va roi gan nhw & sudt
trén lung ngwa di qua Anoch dén Glenelg & bo bién phia tay.
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Tai d6, ho 1én thuyén dén dao Skye, dao choi gan nhw khong
s6t chd nao tir ngdy 2 thang Chin dén 3 thang Mwdi. Ho gip
nhiéu chuyén gay go, va Johnson dwong dau bang long can
ddm rau ri; 6ng ngl & déng rom trong cac chudng gia suc,
tranh bon su bo, tréo 1én mdy tang da, va bang vé duong
hoang bép bénh cwdi trén miy con ngya con gan nhw ching
1én hon 6ng 14 bao. O mot diém dirng, mot quy ba clia toc
Macdonal ng6i lén dui dng va hén 6ng. “Lam nira di,” 6ng
bdo, “va ta hdy xem ai sé mét trwérc.”*#4 Ngay 3 thang Muwdi,
doan ngudi 1én thuyén di 40 ddm dén dao Coll va tir d6 dén
ddo Mull. Ho bang vé lai dong bdng vao ngay 22 thang Mudi,
va sau d6 di xuyén qua Argyllshire qua ngd Dumberton va
Glasgow dé dén Auchinleck (ngay 2 thang Mwdi Mot). Tai do
Johnson gap cha cta Boswell, ngwdi khoan dai 6ng rét trong
thi, mic du ta than vé nhitng dinh kién chéng Scotland ctia
ong; ho c6 cudc tranh cai dir doi dén mrc Boswell tr chéi
khong ghi lai né. Boswell cha sau d6 goi Johnson la “Chom
sao Dai Hung”, biét danh ma ngwdi con trai dién gidi mot
cach thanh nha rdng nghia cia n6 khong phai la Pai Hing
ma 13 “chom sao cta thién tai va hoc van”."5 Cac 1 khach
téi Edinburgh ngay 9 thang Mwdi Mot, 83 ngay sau khi roi
noi d6. Nhin lai nhitng gian khé cta minh, ho “hoan hi vui
cwdi tredre nhivng 101 cudng dai ctia miy ké huyén mong 16
bich vén tim cach thuyét phuc ching t6i vé nhirng lgi thé bé
ngoai cla trang thai ty nhién.” Johnson r&i Edinburgh ngay
22 thang Mwdi Mot, va téi London vao ngay 26. Nam 1775,
ong xuit ban A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland
(Chuyén di t&i cac ddo phia tay Scotland); day khong phai ban
twong trinh sinh dong bang ban twdng trinh bi lwge di ma
Boswell cong bd nam 1785 vé&i twa dé A Journal of a Tour to
the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson (Nhat ky 1it hanh dén quan
dao0 Hebrides v&i Samuel Johnson), bdi triét 1y thi kém tha vi
hon tiéu str; nhung mot s6 doan® c6 vé dep binh lang cho
thdy mot lan nita, Johnson 12 mot bac thay van xu6i Anh ngir.
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Ngay 1 thang Tw 1775, Oxford cudi ciing ciing d6i y dé trao
cho Johnson bang danh dw cho hoc vi Tién si Luat Dan si.
Thang Ba 1776 6ng chuyén nha lan cudi, dén s6 8 Bolt Court,
dan gia dinh hén tap ctia minh di theo. Trong mdt con phén
chén la lung, 6ng bién thw cho Hun twéc Chamberlain (ngay
11 thang Tw 1776) déi mot can ho trong Cung dién Hampton
Court: “Toi hy vong rang d6i véi mot ngudi von da ¢ vinh
dw minh oan cho chinh pht cia Bé ha, thi mét noi tra nau
trong moOt ngodi nha ctia ngai khong thé dwoc ban cho mot
cach thiéu dirng din hay khong xtrng ddng”*¥ Huan twéc
Chamberlain tiéc rang s (rng vién nhiéu qua mirc.

Con mét thanh twu nita. B6n mwoi nha ban sach London
cling nhau stra soan mot 4n ban nhiéu tap vé cic thi si Anh,
va yéu cau Johnson gi¢i thiéu mdi thi si bing mot ban tiéu str.
Ho d€ 6ng néu ra cac diéu kién; 6ng doi 200 bang; néu 6ng
dy “yéu ciu 1 nghin, hodc thim chi 15 nghin guinea”, Malone
noi, “cac nha ban sach, von biét gia tri tén tubi 6ng, hdn sé
san sang trao n6 ma khong chut hoé nghi nao.”*® Johnson da
nghi dén chuyén viét “nhitng cudc ddi nho nhd”; éng quén
mat rang mot trong nhirng luat bé cyc 1a cay bat dang chuyén
dong, nhw vat chét trong dinh luat thr nhat ctia Newton, tiép
tuc chuyén ddng trir phi n6 bi thic ép phai thay déi trang
thai d6 bdi cac lyc tir bén ngoai gay nén. Vé nhirng nha tho
it tiéng tdm, 6ng viét thanh nhitng ban vin ngdn gon dang
khen, nhwng v&i Milton, Addison, va Pope thi 6ng budng loi
ban thin minh va viét nhirng bai tiéu luin - 60, 42, 102 trang
- von thudc hang tinh nha nhit cia nén phé binh vin chwong
trong Anh ngtr.

Quan diém cua 6ng vé Milton bi tac dong bdi long chan
ghét nhirng ngwdi Thanh gido, chinh kién clia ho va t0i giét
vua ctia ho. Ong doc vin xuéi cia Milton ciing nhw vin van,
va goi ong 1a “tay cong hoda chua cay va gt gong”.4® Tiéu luan
vé Pope (trong 4n ban ban dau dai t&i 373 trang) 1a ct don
giang cudi cung d6i véi vin phong cb dién trong thi ca Anh
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dugc viét bdi ké thiva ké vi dai nhat cia van phong d6 trong
vin xudi Anh ngtt. Ong, ngudi thao chix Hy Lap, cho ring, ban
dich cta Pope cho Ilias 1a ban vin t6t hon [nguyén ban] cta
Homeéros. Ong tan dwong thi phdm “Elegy” ctia Gray, nhwng
bac bd mdy bai tung ca va cho rang chiing bi nhoi nhét nhiéu
thir cor khi than thoai (mythological machinery). Khi 10 quyén
cia bd The Lives of the Poets dwoc xuét ban (1779-1781), mot s6
doc gia bi s6¢ truede nhirng phan doan phi chinh thong ma lai
than Gi4do hoang, trwedc tinh thi€u nhay cam véi nhirng nét
yéu kiéu tinh t€ trong thi ca, trwérc khuynh hwéng danh gia
va méng nhiéc cac thi si theo khuynh hwéng dao dirc trong
tho va trong doi ho. Walpole tuyén bo, “Tién si Johnson ro
rang khong c6 thdm my 1an 16 tai 14n tiéu chi phan dodn ma
chi ¢6 nhirng dinh kién clia mot mu gia”s° va cudi cot truée
“khoi ndng né khoa trwrong nay”, ngudi “c6 vé da doc ngudi
xwra ma chang thy gi ngoai chuyén di dn cdp miy chir da 4m
tiét”.s* Thé thi tai sao nhitng quyén Lives nay lai dwoc dén
doc khap noi véi Iong yéu mén hon bét ki tac phdm nao khac
ttr ngoi but clia Johnson? C6 Ié chinh vi nhirng dinh kién &y
cing nhitng dong van bdc trie. Ong 1am cho phé binh van
chwong tré thanh mot sinh lwc, va gan nhw dyng day ngwoi
chét bang nhirng I&i khién trach cta 6ng.

VIL. Phéng thich: 1781-1784

C6 mot niém kiéu hianh ngdm & viéc song lau hon nhirng
ngwdi dong thoi voi ta, nhueng ta bi trivng phat bang ndi co
don. Cai chét cia Henry Thrale (ngay 4 thang Tw 1781) la
kh&i dau cho sy cao chung déi véi Johnson. Ong déng vai
mdt trong bén ngwdi thye thi di chic ctia 6ng cht nha may
bia d6, nhung sau d6, nhitng chuyén ghé thdm nha Thrale
giam dan. Pa tir 1au trwére cai chét ctia chong minh, phu nhan
Thrale da bat dau thidy mdi mét treedc bao céng thang ap 1én
ba do Johnson cir doi ba phai cha ¥ va doi tai ba phai nghe
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that ki. Ong Thrale da gitt cho cht gdu ma 6ng bt gitt nay
ludn x sy t6t, nhwng (vi qua phu than phién), “khi khéng c6
ai kém lai nhitng diéu 6ng ta [Johnson] ghét thi cyc ky khé
khan dé tim dwoc ai d6 cung 6ng dam luAn ma khong thudong
xuyén can ké mot cudc cai 1on... Nhirng tai nan nhuw thé xay ra
qué thwdng, va tdi bi budc phai... rut lui vé Bath, noi ma toi
biét 6ng Johnson sé khong di theo.”s*

T& Morning Post lam cho moi sy thém tram trong bang
cach loan b4o rang mot hiép wéc hdon nhan gitra Johnson va
phu nhan Thrale dang “dwoc chuin bi”'53 Boswell soan bai
tho hoat ké mang tén “Ode by Samuel Johnson to Mrs. Thrale
upon Their Supposed Approaching Nuptials” (Tung ca cta
Samuel Johnson g&i phu nhan Thrale nhan cudc hon phéi
ma ngudi doi don dai sip dén).’>* Nhwng nam 1782, Johnson
73 tudi con phu nhan Thrale 41. Chuyén ba két hon véi ong
Thrale ngay trwérc 1a chuyén khong phai theo ¥ nguyén cta
ba; 6ng thwdorng bd bé ba, va ba chwa bao gior tim dworc cach
nao dé yéu 6ng. Gior day, ba c6 dworc cai quyén yéu va dworc
yéu, va dé€ tim mot ngwdi ban tinh cho ntra doi con lai. Ba
dang & d6 tudi ma mot ngwdi dan ba ao wéc c6 ngay mot
moi giao két vé thé xac 1an tri tué. Tham chi trweéc khi chong
chét, ba da sinh 10ng yéu mén danh cho Gabriel Piozzi, nguwdi
day nhac cho cac ai nt cta ba. Sinh ra & Y, ba da toi ngu
cw & Anh ndm 1776, va gior day da gan 42 tudi. Khi lan dau
tién ba gdp Ong, tai mot bira tiéc do Tién si Burney t6 chirc,
ba bat chwéc phong thai cia 6ng khi dng trinh dién dwong
cam. Nhwng nhitng cung cich thanh lich, tinh khi hoa nha
va tai nghé Am nhac ctia 6ng da dit 6ng vao thé twong phan
ndi bat v&i Johnson. Gidr day, ba dwgce tw do, ba budng minh
theo cudc tinh lang man. Ba thi nhan vé1i 4 ngudi con géi ca
minh rang ba mu6n tai gid. Ho hoang mang; chuyén tai gia
sé dnh hwdng dén vién canh tai chinh ctia ho; tai gia véi mot
nhac si - con té hon 1a v&i mot tin do6 Cong gido La Ma - sé
gy t6n hai dén vi thé xa hoi cta ho. Ho khin cau ngwoi me
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suy xét lai; ba c¢6 nhwng khong dwoec. Piozzi xr sw nhw mot
quy dng: ong bd di téi Y (thang Tw 1783) va lanh mét noi d6
gan mot nam. Khi 6ng quay vé (thang Ba 1784) va thdy phu
nhan Thrale van con thiét tha, 6ng danh nhwong bd. Cac cd
con gai khong dong ¥, va chuyén noi & téi Brighton.

Vao ngay 30 thang Sau, phu nhan Thrale gi cho Johnson
mot thong bao réng ba va Piozzi sé két hon. Ong dap (ngay 2
thang Bay 1784):

Thwa c6:

Neéu tdi dién giai ding birc thw ctia cd, thi cd sé két hon trong
ndi 6 nhuc; néu né van chwa hiy, hdy dé ching ta mot lan
nira néi chuyén cting nhau. Néu c6 tir b con minh va ton
gi4o ctia minh, Chta sé tha thir cho tinh x4u xa d6; néu c6
twére bd danh tiéng [tiéng tim] minh va dat nwéc minh, con
dai dot ctia c6 khong thé nao gay tai hai hon nira. Néu hanh
vi cudi ciing d6 chwa dién ra, ti, ngwoi bay lau yéu cd, quy
trong cd, ton kinh cd, va phung sy cd, tdi von tir 1au nghi cd
12 ngwdi dan ba dau tién, nai xin rang, trwde khi s6 phan cia
cd khong thé thay d6i dworc, hay cho t6i gdp cd mot lan niva.
To6i da, toi tirng da, thwa c6, ngwdi ludn chan thanh véi ¢,

SAM.
JOHNSON?s3

Phu nhén Thrale cam tirc tir “6 nhuc” (ignominious) nhw mot
lori xtic xi€ém vi hon phu cta minh. Ba tra 101 Johnson ngay
4 thang Bdy: “Chirng nao 6ng chwa thay déi quan diém cta
minh vé 6ng Piozzi, ching ta sé khéng néi chuyén gi thém.”
Ba két hon véi Piozzi ngdy 23 thang Bay. Toan thé London
dong tinh véi Johnson trong chuyén 1én 4n ba. Ngay 11 thang
Mudi Mot, Johnson bdo vé&i Fanny Burney, “T6i khong bao
gi®’ ndi dén co ta, va t6i mong la sé khong bao gio nghe noi
veé cb ta nira.”’s®
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Nhitng sy kién nay han gy ton hai cho sinh lyc dang suy
gidm cta Johnson. Ong cang lac cang thiy khé ngd, va can
dén nha phién nhdm xoa diu cac con dau va lam cac day than
kinh ling xudng. Ngay 16 thang Mot 1782, vi “bac si thudng
nhiém” clia 6ng, Robert Levert, chét; lwot sau sé téi ai day?
Johnson ludn s¢ cai chét; gir day, diéu nay va niém tin vao
dia nguc ctia 6ng lam cho nhirng nam cuéi doi trd thanh mot
hdn hep cta nhirng bira &n t6i nang né va nhitng ndi kinh
hoang than hoc. “Toi s¢ toi c6 thé 1a mot trong s6 nhitng
ké bi nguyén rta”, 6ng noéi véi Tién si William Adams, hiéu
tredng treorng Pembroke College; va khi Adams héi 6ng cé
¥ gi khi néi “bi nguyén raa”, 6ng hét 1én, “Bi dwa xuéng dia
nguc, thwa 6ng, va bi trirng phat doi doi”’s” Boswell khong
thé khong nghi dén sy binh than ma v&i n6 mot Hume v tin
nguwdong di dén doan cudi doi minh.'s®

Ngay 17 thang Sau 1783, Johnson chiu mot con dot quy,
nhe - “mét con rdi loan va mo ho trong dau toi, kéo dai, toi
cho 13, ntra phat... T6i khéng néi dwore. Toi khong thdy dau
d6n.”'s° Mot tudn sau d6, 6ng khoe 1én, da dé di &n t6i & Cau
lac b9, va vao thang Bay, 6ng gay kinh ngac cho be ban khi
lam méy chuyén du hanh dén Rochester va Salisbury. “Toi
that kinh ngac cho t6i,” 6ng reo 1én véi Hawkins, “ké khoe lai
tir ba cdn bénh - chirng liét, gat va suyén - va gi¢r c6 thé vui
vé chuyén trd véi bdng hiru!”* Nhwng ngay 6 thang Chin,
phu nhan Williams chét, va nbi ¢6 don ctia dng tré nén khon
kham. Thay ciu lac bd van chwa du - vi nhiéu dng gia trong
do6 (Goldsmith, Garrick, Beauclerk) da chét, va mot s6 ngudi
mé&i thi lai khong hop gu 6ng - 6ng sang lap (thang Muoi
Hai 1783) “Cau lac bd Chiéu hom” (Evening Club), gip nhau
& mot quan bia trén Phd Essex; tai do, bat ki ngudi dirng dan
nao, sau khi tra 3 xu, déu cé thé vao va nghe 6ng noi chuyén,
ba dém m®i tuin. Ong mdi Reynolds gia nhap; Sir Joshua tir
chéi. Hawkins va nhitng ngudi khac twéng ciu lac bd moéi
nay la “sy thoai héa ctia nhirng quyén niang ma truéc day
tirng dem lai niém thich tha” cho nhitng ké oai phong hon.*
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Ngay 3 thang Séu 1784, 6ng du strc khde di chu du cung
Boswell dén Lichfield va Oxford. Khi trd vé London, Boswell
thuyét phuc Reynolds va nhitng ngwdi ban khac hay yéu cau
ngai Qudc khé Dai than cung cip tién d€ Johnson cé thé di
mot chuyén dén Y dudng stre khde; Johnson néi éng thich
dwoc nhan khoan trgr cdp gép do6i. Ngai Dai than tir choi.
Ngay 2 thdng Bay, Boswell r&i di Scotland. Ong khéng bao
gi¢r gdp lai Johnson.

Con suyén tirng dwgec tri khoi nay tré lai, va can bénh phi
thém vao. “Hoi thé toi rat ngén,” ong bién thw cho Boswell
thang Mwoi Mot 1784, “va nuwéde gior day dang gia tang 1én
co thé t6i”%* Reynolds, Burke, Langton, Fanny Burney, va
nhirng nguwdi khac téi chao 6ng 1an cudi. Ong viét di chic;
ong dé lai 2.000 bang, trong s6 d6, 1.500 bang dwoc dé lai
cho ngwdi hau da den cta 6ng.'3 Nhiéu y si chita tri 6ng, ti
chéi nhan tién phi. Ong nén ni ho mé trich hai chan 6ng lan
ntra; ho khong lam; khi ho di khéi, 6ng choc céi lwdi trich
hodc céi kéo vao sau hai bap chan v&i hy vong lam théat bot
nwdc va giam chirng swng phu gay dau dén; mét lwong nwdrc
thoat ra, nhung gan ba lang méu ciing di theo. T6i d6, ngay
13 thang Mw¢i Hai 1784, 6ng chét. Mot tuan sau d6 dng dwoc
chon & Tu vién Westminster.

Ong 14 nhéan vat la lung nhat trong lich st van chwong,
la lung hon ca Scarron hay Pope. Khi gip lan dau nguwoi ta
kho 1ong thich 6ng; 6ng che day tinh diu dang clia minh bang
tinh cuc stc, va vé tho 16 noi cach cw xt ¢6 thé doi sanh véi
sy dung muyec trong sich v& cta 6ng. Khong ai nhan dwoc
qué nhiéu 1o tn thudng va cho di it 11 khen ngei dén thé.
Nhuwng khi ching ta cang gia di, ta cang thdy dwoc 1& minh
tr{ trong cau chit ctia 6ng. Ong bao boc 1&é minh tri clla minh
trong nhirng 1&i thwdong dam, nhwng 6ng da nang nhirng 16
thwong dam 4y thanh nhirng 1 sdc sdo nh¢ vao hoat lyc
hay mau séc trong cau noéi cta 6ng. Ta 6 thé so sanh 6ng véri
Sokratés, nguwdi ciing n6i chuyén mobi khi bi khich mot cht,
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va dwoc nguwoi doi nhé dén vi 1 n6i clia minh. C4 hai déu
la nhitng ké chadm choc gay kich thich, nhwng Sokratés néu
ra nhtrng cau hdi va khong c6 ciu tra 1, Johnson khong néu
cau hoéi va tra 1o tat ca. Sokratés doan chic vé sy khong c6 gi,
Johnson doan chic vé moi sy. C& hai déu yéu cau khoa hoc hay
d€ mdc céc vi sao va hay nghién clru con ngwdi. Sokratés doi
dién céi chét nhw mot triét gia va v&i mdt nu cwdri; Johnson
ddi dién cai chét bang con rung minh ddm mau ton gi4o sanh
v&i nhirng con dau dén suy nhwoec.

Gior khong ai ly twdng héa d6ng. Ching ta c6 thé hiéu ly do
gi&i quy toc Anh - ngoai trir Langton va Beauclerk - tranh né
ong va lam lo dia vi gido cht cia 6ng. Chlng t6i nhn ra 6ng
hén sé la mot John Bull ra tro trong ctra hang d6 st thudc givi
quy tdc, hodc gitra cdc moén trang tri quy gia ctia Strawberry
Hill. Ong khéng nhim dén cai dep, nhung 6ng 1am mot s6
nguwdi ching ta s¢ hai vi nhitng hanh vi gia doi, dao dirc gia
va nhitng con tudn trao cadm xtc, va khién ching ta nhin ban
than minh v&i it 4o twdng hon vé ban tinh con ngwdi hodc
vé nhitng con d& mé vé ty do. Hin 1a c6 diéu gi d6 kha ai noi
mdt ngwdi dan 6ng ma Reynolds va Burke va Goldsmith c6
thé lang nghe sudt moét nghin 1&é mot dém, va hén c6 diéu gi
d6 i tht & mot ngwedri von c6 thé gy cdm hirng cho mot cudn
ti€u str vi dai, va 1ap day 1.200 trang bang cudc doi dai lau.

VII. Boswell moriturus:

Khi vi Pai Hung chét di, ddm dong vin nghé tran t&i quanh
ong dé rat chit dwdng chit tir xdc 6ng. Ban than Boswell
khong héi ha; 6ng bd 7 ndm viét cudn Life; nhing dng xuét
ban nam 1785 quyén Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with
Samuel Johnson; n6 tai ban 3 an trong mot ndm. Hester Thrale

i (Latinh) sap chét.
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Piozzi da thu thap tw liéu vé nhitng ciu chit va phwong phap
cta Johnson; gi¢r day, tir tAp Thraliana nay, ba soan ra quyén
Anecdotes of the Late Samuel Johnson, LL. D., during the Last
Twenty Years of His Life (1786; C4c giai thoai vé Samuel Johnson
qua ¢, LL. D., trong sudt hai mwoi ndm cudi doi). Quyén séch
nho nay trinh ra mét birc tranh kém than 4i hon vé vi khach
cta ba, so v&i nhirng gi ba da vé nén hang ngay trong nhat ky
clia minh; rd rang nhirng birc thw cudi cling cla Johnson da
dé lai mot vét thwong khong bao gior lanh.

Tiép theo & ddu tredng nay - ngoai trir mot t muc tir ma
ngay nay da quén lang - 1a The Life of Samuel Johnson, dwoc
Sir John Hawkins xudt ban thanh 5 quyén trong that xa hoa
vao nam 1787. Hawkins da dat dwoc sy thanh cong véi tw
cch luat sw d nhiéu dé dwoc phong hiép si (1772), va c6 da
hoc vin dé viét cudn History of Music that hay (1776). Ong
cung Johnson t8 chirc Cau lac b Ivy Lane (1749), va la mét
trong nhirng thanh vién ban dau cta “Cau lac bo”. Ong roi
nhom nay sau mot tran tranh cii véi Burke, diéu khién cho
Johnson goi 6ng 1a “mét ngwdi dan 6ng khong choi cau lac bd
duwoc” (an unclubable man); nhwng Johnson van la ban cta
ong, thwong nho 6ng cho loi khuyén, va chi dinh 6ng lam
mot trong nhirng ngwdi thiee thi di chic minh. Ngay sau khi
Johnson chét, m6t nhém cic nha ban sach yéu cau Hawkins
bién tdp mot 4n ban cac cong trinh cla tién si, va gidi thiéu
n6 kém mot ban tiu str. Viéc nay bi chi trich do d€ 16 ra
nhiéu khiém khuyét cia Johnson ma khong c6 1ong nhan ti,
va Boswell sau d6 tra vdn vé d6 chinh x4c clia n6; nhuwng
“nhitng c4o budc chdng lai né khéng thé dirng virng dworc
trong mot cudc diéu tran cong bang”.’* Gan nhw tit cd khiém
khuyét ma Hawkins quy cho Johnson déu dwgrc nhirng nhan
vat déng thoi khac lvu ¥ dén.

Phu nhan Piozzi tr® lai bira tiéc bang quyén Letters to
and from the Late Samuel Johnson (1788; Thw tir qua lai clia
Samuel Johnson qué cd), tat ca déu li thd, béi nhirng birc thw
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ctia Johnson (ngoai trir birc cudi cung gri cho quy ba ma éng
da danh mat) thay déu nhin ban hon nhitng bai néi chuyén
clia 6ng. Trong khi d6, Boswell kién tri doc strc, xen gitra cac
budi kién tung va cac bubi ché chén, véi dieu ma 6ng quyét
tam dé viét nén quyén tiéu st vo song. Ong da bat dau bing
nhitrng ban ghi nhé& vé cudc chuyén tro ctia Johnson ngay sau
cudc gap dau tién ctia ho (1763); dng hoach dinh quyén Life
ttr tdn nam 1772; thoi ky 8p 4 quyén nay qué dai va qua nhoc
cong. Ong hiém khi ghi cha ngay tai chd, va 6ng khong thé
viét téc ky; nhung 6ng da 1ap thanh nguyén tic ghi nhanh
xudng, ngay khi tr vé phong, ky (rc clia minh vé nhitng gi
vira x4y ra hogc vira dwoc néi ra. Ong bat dau viét The Life of
Samuel Johnson & London ngdy 9 thang Bay 1786. Ong chay
khdp d6 thanh dé tim thong tin tir nhitng ngw¢i ban con séng
cta Johnson. Edmund Malone, mdt hoc gia Shakespeare, da
gitip 6ng sdp x€p lai m& ghi ch hén tap, va ung hd cho long
can ddm caa dng khi Boswell, 1tac bi suy sup vi 16i séng phong
dang, vi sdu khd va vi céi chét cia ngwoi vo, dwdng nhw sdp
budng tha ban than minh cho dan ba va rwou. Boswell viét
nam 1789: “Ong khong thé hinh dung cong sirc nao, sy béi
roi ndo, con phién ndo nao toi da chiu dyng khi sép lai khéi
tw liéu d6 s§, nham bu ddp lai nhitng chd bi bé di, nhdm
tim kiém nhirng ban vin bj chén vui trong nhitng mé khac,
va toan bo chuyén nay la chwa ké dén nd lwc b6 cuc va trau
chudt ban van. Nhiéu lan t6i da nghi dén chuyén bo cudc.”*%s
Tl cubn Life and Letters of Gray (1774; Cudc doi va thw tw
cta Gray) cua William Mason, 6ng rat ra dwoc y twdng dat
rai rac cac btrc thw ctia nhan vat chinh kém theo cau chuyén.
Ong can trong thu thap cac chi tiét, cAm thdy nhitng chi tiét
nay sé lam nén mot bec tranh tron ven va séng dong. Nhirng
manh roi dugc dan dét thanh mot cAu chuyén theo 16i bién
nién va mot khoi toan thé nhat quan.

Liéu 6ng c6 chinh xac? Ong khing quyét 14 vay. “Toi qué
tinh té khi ghi chép vé 6ng ay dén mirc moi chuyén vat vanh
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déu phai 1a chuyén dang thwe”*s O nhirng chd ching toi
dung nhitrng bdn miéu ta khac dé kiém tra phin twong trinh
clia dng vé nhirng 1&i clia Johnson thi 6ng c6 vé dang vé dir
kién, du khong ding tirng chir. Khi doi chiéu quyén Notebook
v&i quyén Life cua 6ng, ta c6 thé thdy Boswell tom lwgc 107
no6i cta Johnson thanh cau trich tryc ti€p, ma doi khi 6ng
con mé rong thém, doi khi nén lai, d6i khi cai tién,"®” doi khi
thanh loc, kéo dai nhirng ttr bon chi cai theo cac ty 1é c6 thé
chdp nhan dwoec. Doi khi 6ng bo nhirng dir kién bt lgi cho
chinh minh.®® Ong khong khéng dinh da ké toan bd sy that
vé Johnson,'®® nhwng khi Hannah More nin ni 6ng hay “lam
diu bét nhivng chd cdc cdn ciia Johnson” thi 6ng dap rang,
ong “khong cit bo di nhitng nanh vuét cia Johnson, cing
khong bién cop thanh méo dé 1am hai long ai d6”.7° Thuc té la
ong pho bay nhirng khiém khuyét ctia thay minh cling day du
nhw ngudi khac da lam, nhwng theo mét géc nhin rong von
gidm bért di sy ndi bat ctia chiing. Ong tim cach trung ra mot
ngudi hoan chinh theo chirng myc ma cadm tinh va sy ditng
dan cho phép. “Toi hoan toan doan chic,” 6ng nodi, “rang thé
van tiéu st clia toi, von dwa ra khéng chi mot cau chuyén
vé tién trinh nhin thdy dwoc ctia Johnson trong thé gi¢i nay,
va vé cong viéc xudt ban ctia 6ng, ma con la mot cai nhin vé
tadm tri 6ng trong nhirng birc thw va nhirng cudc chuyén tro,
12 thé hoan chinh nhit ngwoi ta c6 thé hinh dung nén, va sé
12 mot Life thm mirc 16n hon bat ki tic phdm nao tirng xudt
hién lau nay.””*

Cudi cing n6 ciing dwoec in ra, thanh hai quyén khé 16,
vao thang Nam 1791. N6 khong dwoc cong nhan tirc thi nhw
mot kho tang doc dao. Nhiéu nguoi tire gian chuyén Boswell
twdng trinh lai cudc chuyén tro riéng tw cta minh, khong
phai Itc nao ciing dang phuc: Phu nhan Diana Beauclerk c6
thé hiéu vi sao Johnson goi ba 12 mot & diém; Reynolds thay
nhirng chd Johnson trdch ming dng vi uéng rwou qua nhiéu;
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Burke biét dwoc Johnson da chit vat vé tinh liém chinh vé
chinh tri ctia éng va da nghi 6ng c6 thé chon lay mot cd gai
diém; phu nhan Piozzi va phu nhan Elizabeth Montagu cau
may. “Tién si Blagden,” Horace Walpole viét, “c6 1&i ngay
thang riang day 1a mot dang phi bAng méi, theo d6 cac vi c6
thé si nhuc bat ki ai bang cach n6i mot ngwdi da chét nao d6
n6i thé nay thé kia vé ai d6 con séng.””> Nhirng ngwdi khéc
thdy qué thira mta chi tiét, nhiéu btrc thw qua w vun vit, mot
s0 trang sach qué bubn té. Dan dan thi nwéc Anh méi nhan
ra rang Boswell d4 1am nén mot kiét tac, va da lam cho doi
minh cé chit phan cao quy.

Cha éng chét nim 1782, dé lai cho 6ng twéc Pia chh
Auchinleck vé&i khodn thu nhép 1.600 bang mdi nam. Ong t4
ra la m§t ngwdi chi ti t€, nhwng dng qué quen véi dovi séng
thi thanh nén kho long lwu nén lai 1au dai & Auchinleck. Nam
1786, 6ng dwoc nhan vao hoi doan luat sw Anh, va sau do6,
ong danh phan 16n thoi gier cia minh & London. Reynolds vé
chan dung 6ng trong ndm d6 - mang vé tw tin va vo 1€, v&i
cai mai that hgp cho chuyén luc loi vao bi mat ngwoi khac.
Dai lac vgr 6ng thap ting 6ng dén London, nhung thwdng ba
sOng tai Auchinleck. Tai d6, ba chét nidm 1789, tho 51 tudi,
kiét qué do phai chim lo Boswell va dan con. Ong s6ng thém
sdu ndm nita - nhirng ndm thang suy nhwoc moéi lic cang
tram trong. Ong hét Ian nay dén lan khac tim cch khic phuc
nhu ciu tim dén rwou, nhung déu khong thanh. Ong chét
& London ngay 19 thang Nam 1795, tho 56 tudi, va xac 6ng
dwoc dwa téi Auchinleck chon ct. Toi 16i cia 6ng lic nay
ndm trong tam tri cong chiing, nhwng ching ta sé quén di hét
khi doc lai ban vin tiéu st vi dai nhit ma dng viét nén.

Khi nhin lai thé ky XVIII trong nén vdn chwong Anh,
ching ta nhan thdy rang, trén hét, day 1a mét thé ky ctia vin
xudi, tir Addison, Swift, va Defoe cho dén Sterne, Gibbon va
Johnson, tira nhw thé ky XVII 1a thoi cta thi ca, tiv Hamlet
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va Donne dén Dryden va Paradise Lost. Sy trdi diy cia khoa
hoc va triét hoc, sy suy tan cta tén gi4do va than bi, s phuc
sinh ctia nhirng luat don nhét va nhitrng rang budc theo ¢6
dién, da lam ngudi lanh di sy nhiét tinh va lam tic dong chay
clia tri twdng twong va cdm hirng; va sy thang thé cta li tri
1a sy thét bai cta thi ca, & Phap ciing nhw & Anh. Dau vay,
sinh khi va tinh linh hoat clia vin xuéi Anh & thé ki XVIII
bu lai rit nhiéu cho tinh hinh thttc ctrng nhic dang thinh
hanh trong van van. Qua Richardson va Fielding, tiéu thuyét,
tredc d6 von la mot chubi theo chwong hoi cac cAu chuyén
phiéu lwu giang ho, lac nay da tré thanh moét ban mo ta va
phé binh cudc s6ng, mot nghién ctru vé nhirng ng xtr, dao
dtc va khi cach, sang té hon nhiéu so v&i nhitng ghi nhan
cla giti st gia, nhirng ngwdi da d€ mét con ngwdi trong nha
nwéc. Va stee anh hwdng van chwong nao c6 thé sanh ngang,
trong thoi d6, véi tdc ddng cla Richardson déi véi Prévost,
Rousseau, Diderot va Goethe?

Néu vin chwong nwéc Anh thé ky XVIII khong thé sanh
ngang v&i van chwong thé ky XVII, hodc twong xtng véi sy
thdng hoa thi Elizabeth, thi toan thé doi song nwéc Anh
cting khoi phuc lai dwong di 1én ctia minh sau khi khong
c6 dwgce 1ong can ddm va chinh sach quéc gia & thoi Trung
hwng. K€ tir ltc danh bai dwg'c ham ddi Armada thi nwéc Anh
chwa tirng cdm thdy dwoc mot con dang trao nhw vay vé kinh
doanh va chinh tri; nhitng ndm thang tir sy trdi diy noi chinh
tredrng cia B4 twéc Chatham cho dén céi chét clia con trai
ong da chirng kién cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép ddt nuwéc
Anh & thé virot xa nhitng d6i thi ciia minh trong séng tao
va strc manh kinh té, va chrng kién Nghi vién Anh di chinh
phuc cac luc dia dong théi kém dworc cic vi vua cia minh. Gior
day P& quéc Anh ménh méng da dwoc dwng nén, gior day, cac
tién sanh ctia Vién Thtr dan vang 1én nhirng &m thanh hiing
bién ma chau Au chwra tirng nghe ké tir thoi Cicero. Gir day,
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trong khi Phap tw phé san dé gidi phong chau My, va tw chat
dau minh dé hién thyc hda cac gidc mdng, thi Anh mang toan
b ngudn Iyc vé tinh than va ¥ chi dé tién trién ma khong can
dén cach mang, va bwéc vao thé ky XIX, vé mit kinh t€ va
thuét tri nwéee, & vi thé chién thing va téi cao.
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265-7; thwong tra & Thuy Si,
250-3, 265-7; vé Robertson,

Bang dan

190; sw uyén bac, 269; trong
Chién tranh Bdy Nim, 252-
3; ngu & Buriton, 252-4; but
phép téc gia, 268; vé Wilkes,
67; Gibbon, Hester, 248

Glasgow: bao loan chéng Cong
gido & (1780), 133; ting tredng
cla, 184; nhw thanh phé cang,
3; Pai hoc cia, 11,

Goldsmith, Oliver (1728-74), 123,
140, 164, 178, 230, 281-290,
310, 312; dung mao va ca tinh
clia, 289-201; vé tai hing
bién cta Burke, 47; tho cia
Chatteron va, 275; chét, 291;
bién h) cho nong dan Anh,
284-289; thifu thoi va hoc
vén, 281-4; cac tic phim dau
tién, 283-4; danh tiéng, 283-
5; Garrick va, 283-6; trwérc tac
stt, 286; Samuel Johnson va,
283-201

Good-Natured Man,

The (Goldsmith), 291

Gordon, Lord George (1752-1828),
133-4

Grafton, Augus Henry Fitzroy, 125;
Junius cong kich, 75-76; chtrc vy
chinh phti ctia, 65, 72, 75-6, 85

Graham, Phu nhén, 172

Grattan, Henry, 178, 180, 181-82

Gray, Thomas (1716-71), 64, 144-
45, 285; tho cta Chatteron
va, 273; chét, 246; quan diém
clia Samuel Johnson vé, 329;
Horace Walpole va, 241
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Great Rebellion, xem Dai N6i loan

Greatness and Decadence of the
Romans [Considérations sur
les causes de la grandeur des
Romains et de leur décadence]
(Montesquieu), 257

Grenville, George, 57
Grote, George, 139

Gunpowder Plot,
xem Am muwu Thudc sting

H

Hales, Stephen, 5

Ham d6i Armada Tay Ban Nha, 339

Hamilton, Emma, Lady, 176

Hamilton, Gavin, 204

Hamlet (Shakespeare), 145, 146, 339

Haidar Ali, 98

Han 1am vién Nghé thuat Hoang
gia (Royal Academy of Fine
Arts, London), 162, 163, 172

Hansard, Luke, 78

Hindel, Georg Friedrich, 145; Hoa
nhac Twdng niém (1784), 153

Harewood House, 157

Hargreaves, James, 9

Hastings, War’ren, 56, 74, 97-98;
khai thac An Do, 97-100; vu 4n
cla, 102-106, 266

Hawkins, Sir John (1719-89),
310-311, 335

Heathfield, George Augustus Eliott,
Huén twéee, 165

366

Hebrides: chuyén di ctia Johnson-
Boswell, 227, 326-332, 334;
chuyén di ctia Macpherson, 192

Hepplewhite, George, 157

Herder, Johann Gottfried
(1744-1803), 285

Hiép dinh Wesminster, 29

Hiép hoi Bai bd ché d no 1é
(Society for the Abolition of
Slavery), 160

Hiép hoi Hoang gia Edingburg, 184

Hiép hoi Hoang gia London, 5

Hiép hoi Nghé thuat
(Society of Arts), 162

Hiép héi Phat dwong Nghé thuat,
San xudt, Thwong nghiép
(1754), 161

Historic Doubts on the Life and
Reign of King Richard III
(Walpole), 244

History of England (Hume), 191

History of the Protestant
Variations [Histoire des
variations des Eglises
protestantes] (Bossuet), 249

History of Rasselas, Prince of
Abyssinia, The (Johnson), 306

History of the Reign of the Emperor
Charles V (Robertson), 191

History of Scotland during the
Reigns of Queen Mary and of
James VI until His Accession
to the Crown of England
(Robertson), 191



Heron xir Alexandria, 10
Herschel, Sir William, 239
Hertford, Phu nhén, 121

Hervey, Carr, Lord, 240

Hervey, Frederich Augustus, 180

Hervey, John, Huin twéc x@
Ickworth, 241

Hervey, Mary, Phu nhén, 241

Hesketh, Harriet, Phu nhén, 281

“Highland Mary” (Burns), 207

Hoa wéc Amiens (1802), 115

Holland, Caroline, Phu nhéan,
nhil danh Lennox, 48

Home, John, 64, 186

Homeéros, 192, 281

Howard, John, 136

Hoi Nghiép cht (Anh Quéc), 94

HoOi Ngwoi tng hd Dién chwong
vé Quyeén lgi (1769) (Society of
Supporters of the Bill of Rights),
73,107

Hoi Tam diém, 130, 203

Hume, David, 184, 186-87, 190-
1, 203, 244-46, 250; dao dtc
hoc cta, 139; Gibbon va, 254-
256; nhw mot st gia, 190; anh
hwdng cla, 195-197; thai do
clia Samuel Johnson d6i véi,
323; Reid va, 187-88; ung hd
cac thudc dia My, 86; binh than
triedre cai chét, 332; vé Tristam
Shandy, 232

Hunter, John, 186

Hunter, William, 186

Bang dan

Hutcheson, Francis, 127, 186
Hutcheson, Thomas, 84
Hutton, James, 186

I

Idea of a Patriot King,
The (Bolingbroke), 38

Iliad [Ilias], ban dich ctia Pope, 329

Inquiry into the Human Mind
on the Principles of Common
Sense (1764), 187

Introduction to the Principles
of Morals and Legislation,
An (Bentham), 139

Imhof, Bacon, 97

Imhof, Marion, Phu nhéan, 97

Impey, Sir Elijah, 98

Inchbald, Elizabeth, 231

Ireland, 177-182; ndéng nghiép &,
177-179; s Ung hd ctia Burke
ddi véri, 49; Nha the Cong gido
@, 179-182; thwong mai va ky
nghé &, 177-180; van hoéa &,
177-180; Anh Quéc v4, 5, 116,
177-182; hon nhan &, 178; dan
sd cua, 178-79; nghéo ddi va
t0i pham &, 177; gido dan Tin
Lanh &, 177-182; cudc ndi loan
ctia “Whiteboys” &, 180

Irene (Johnson), 294

Irving, Sir Henry, 142

Irving, Washington, 285

Ivy House Works, 159

Ivy Lane Club, 300, 335
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Jamaica, 2

James, William (1842-1910), 139

James I, Vua Anh (r. 1603-25)), Vua
Scotland vé&i tw cach 1a James
VI (1. 1567-1625), 215

James II, Vua Anh, Scotland, va
Ireland (r. 1685-88), 72, 87, 132

James I, Vua Scotland (r. 1437-60), 139
jenny quay to’ (spinning jenny), 9
John, Vua Anh (r. 1199-1216), 29

Johnson, Elizabeth, nhi danh
Porter (1688-1752), 294, 300

Johnson, Michael (1656-1731), 292, 294

Johnson, Samuel (1709-84), 68,
119-123, 142-43, 151, 154, 160,
183, 239, 275, 292-338; V&
ngoai tinh, 125-126, 150; trer
cip tir chinh quyén, 307-309;
dung mao, 168, 292-294, 312-
315; cac trwde tac tiéu st cla,
295-297, 327-329, 334-337;
trwdng noi tri cla, 293; Burke
Va, 47, 310, 333-338; Cave va,
294-296, 300; vé Chatterton,
275, Chesterfield va, 297,
303; vé tiéu thy thtrc ubng co
con, 118; kha ning dam thoai
clia, 293, 317-318; chét, 333;
Dictionary clia, 230; cic téac
phém kich ctia, 294, 299; thiéu
thoi va hoc van clia, 292-294;
so dia nguc, 293, 332; cudc hdn
nhan d4u tién cta, 294, 300; vé
chuyén bay, 307; lap Cau lac bd
Ivy Lane, 300; tinh bang hiru
cla, 310, 332-336; Garrick va,
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143-146, 294, 299, 315; George
111 v4, 309, 326; vé Gibbon, 265;
di London, 294; Goldsmith va,
283-201, 316; gia dinh clia,
300-301; gy tranh bién & Nghi
vién, 295; phat hanh 4n ban
Shakespere, 326; viét bdo, 295,
300, 306; ndi vé London, 148;
vé quang cdo trén bao, 229,
phan d6i Cich mang My, 86,
127; chOng Khai minh Phép,
324-325; chdng nan nd 1§, 127,
319; tranh c&i vé Ossian, 194; cA
tinh cta, 293, 332-334; tho cia,
295, 299; danh dy c6ng ching
danh cho, 325; quan hé vé&i
Anna Williams, 301; quan diém
tén gido cta, 323; Reynolds
va, 310; tinh tho 10 cla, 201;
Savage va, 294; Sheridan tai
tro cho, 53-55; chli nghia bdo
tha vé x4 hoi va chinh tri cla,
48; Ba Thrale va, 311, 329-331;
quan difm vé cic thi si, 328;
minh tri cta, 333-334; soan
Dictionary, 297-298, 301-303;
viét Rasselas, 306-308
Johnson, Sarah, nhii danh Ford
(1669-1759), 292
“Jolly Beggars, The” (Burns), 209
Jonson, Ben (1573?-1637), 150
Journals of the House of Commons, 78

Journey to the Western Islands of
Scotland, A, 327

Journey to the Western Islands of
Scotland, A (Johnson), 194

“Junius”, 63-67, 74-77, 161, 229



K
Kames, Henry Home, Huan twéc
(1696-1782), 186, 194
Kay, John (fl. 1733-64), 9
Keats, John (1795-1821), 275
Kemble, John Philip (1757-1823), 142
Keppel, Augustus, Viscount (1725-
1823), 163

Kéroualle, Louise-Renée de,
Duchess of Portsmouth

(1649-1734), 50
Knox, John (1505-72), 184
Kropotkin, Peter (1842-1921),
k§ nghé sit & Anh, 6-7

L

Laokoon (Lessing), 44
Law, William (1686-1761), 248
Lebon, Philippe (1767-1804), 15
Leeds, 24
Lennox, Caroline, Phu nhéan

Holland, 50
Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim, 44

Letter to a Member of the National
Assembly (Burke), 110

Letters of Junius (Junius), 75

Letters on a Regicide Peace (Burke), 114

Letters to and from the Late Samuel
Johnson (Thrale), 335

Levett, Robert (1705-82), 301

Life and Letter of Gray (Mason), 336

Life and Opinions of Tristram
Shandy, Gent (Sterne), 232

Life of Richard Savage,
The (Johnson), 297

Bang dan

Life of Samuel Johnson,
The (Boswell), 335

Life of Swift (Sheridan), 53

Life of Voltaire (Goldsmith), 283

Linley, Thomas (1732-95), 53

Lister, Thomas, 165

Literary Magazine, The, 229

Little Dorrit (Dickens), 138

Little Theatre, 141

Liverpool, ting trwdng cia: 24;
nhw cang khiu, 3; thi treong
nod 1é &, 126

Lives of Eminent Persons

(Johnson), 295

Lives of the Poets, The (Johnson),
297, 317, 329

Loan Gordon, 133

Locke, John (1632-1704), 114

London, sw quan tri cia thanh pho,
149-150; dién mao cda, 148-
150; nha thé &, 150; thwong
mai &, 151-152; sy phirc tap
clia, 151-152; Bao loan Gordon
& (1780), 133-134; dan s0, 151;
cang khéu, 3; mai dam &, 150;
tinh thin cich mang cua, 74;
khu 6 chudt &, 150; nha hat &,
140-142; Ct tri &, 32-33

London (Johnson), 295

London Chronicle, The, 223

London Journal (Boswell), 215*, 217

London Packet, 290

Lorrain, Claude (Claude Gellée;
1600-82), 162

369



Will va Ariel Durant

Lowther, Sir James (1736-1802), 57
Lucretius (96?-55 BC), 44

Lunar Society (Nguyét quang xa), 131
Luttrell, Henry, 72

M
Macaulay, Thomas Babington
(1800-59), 103, 114, 243
Macbeth (Shakespeare), 142
Macgregor, James (fl. 1512), 192
Machiavelli, Niccolo (1469-1527), 42
Mackenzie, Henry (1745-1831), 237
Macklin, Charles (1697?-1797), 141
McLeod, Phu nhén, 319
Macpherson, James
192-195
Magna Carta, 29, 83

(1736-96),

mai dim: & Anh, 124-25; &
Scotland, 185

Maistre, Joseph-Marie de (1753-
1821), 114

Malone, Edmund, 326

Malory, Sir Thomas (fl. 1450), 195

Manchester: ting trwdng cla, 24;
cong nghiép &, 8; nha ht &, 141

Mandeville, Bernard (1670?-1733), 198

Mann, Sir Horace (1701-86), 241

Man of Feeling, The (Mackenzie), 237

Mansfield, William Murray, Huan
twoe xi (1705-93), 133

Manzuoli, Giovanni (b. 1725), 154

Maratha, cic b0 t0c, 96

Marcus Aurelius Antonius, Hoang
dé& La M4 (r. 161-180), 256
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Martin, Samuel (fl.1763), 71
Marx, Karl, 201

Mary II, Ni vivong Anh, Ireland va
Scotland (r. 1689-94) 29, 30

Mary Stuart, Nt virong Scotland
(r. 1542-67), 191

Maskelyne, Nevil (1732-81), 186

Mason, William (1724-97), 273, 336

Massachusetts, xung dot véi Anh
qudc, 82

may dét, 8

Mémoirs (Gibbon), 190, 247, 252, 264

Merry Muses of Caledonia, The, 211

Héi Giam 1y (Methodists), 86, 132, 323

Middleton, Conyers (1683-1750), 241

Mill, James (1773-1836), 139

Mill, John Stuart (1806-73), 139

Ministry of All the Talents (Anh
Quoc) (Ndi cac Lién hop
Hién tai), 115

Minorca, 92

Mir Jafar (1691-1765),
am muwu cua, 95

M’Lehose, Agnes, nhii danh cta
Craig (1759-1841), 210

Mohammed (570-632), 249, 271

Mohammed II, Ottoman Sultan (r.
1451-81), 263

Monboddo, James Burnett, Huan
twédre (1714-99), 186

Monckton, Mrs. Jane, 123

Monitor, The, 229

Monologue on Garrick (Sheridan), 56



Montagu, Edward, 122,

Montagu, Flizabeth, nhii danh
Robinson (1720-1800), 122,
123, 231

Montagu, Phu nhan Mary Worley
(1689-1762), 122, 148

Montesquieu,  Charles-Louis  de
Secondat (1689-1755), 114, 250, 257

Montgolfier, Etienne (1745-99), 242

Montgolfier, Joseph (1740-1810), 242

More, Hannah (1745-1833), 123,
147, 231, 246, 325

Morgan, Thomas (d. 1743), nha
than luan, 130

Morley, John, Viscount Morley &
Blackburn (1838-1923), 114

Morning Chronicle, The, 153

Morning Herald, The, 229

Morte d’Arthur, Le (Malory), 195

Mountstuart, John Stuart, Huan
twéc (fl. 1765), 222

Mount Edgcumbe, Emma Gilbert,
N B4 twore clia, 166

“Murod bire thw gdi Fliza”, (Sterne), 236

Murdock, William (1754-1839), 15

Murray-Pulteney, Sir James (fl.
1797), 202

Muysteries of Udolpho (Radcliffe), 45

N
nabobs, gidi, 4, 95, 128
Nam Carolina, 81
Nelson’s Festivals and Fasts, 129
Newbery, John (1713-67), 283-84

Bang dan

Newcastle, Thomas Pelham-Holles,
Cong twérc xtr (1693-1768), 46

Newcastle, ting triedng clia, 24

Newcomen, Thomas (1663-1729),
12,13

Newgate Gaol, 134

New Marshalsea, Nha tt, 138

Newton, Huan twérc, 189

New York, bao loan chéng Anh
quéc &, 84

New Zealand, 2

Nghi vién Ireland, 179

Nha hat kich & Anh, 53-56

Nollekens, Joseph (1737-1823), 161, 201

North, Frederick, Huan twéc
(1732-92), 51, 58, 66, 76, 245,
262; Cach mang My va, 86,
90-1; chinh sich Ireland cia,
181; trong chinh pht, 66-67,
76, 85-92, 181; trong chinh phd
véri Fox, 94, 100; vé tranh cii &
nghi vién, 66*; chinh séch doi
voi Ki—t(:) gido, 133; chinh sach
ddi v&ri An Do, 97; tir chire, 93

North Briton, The, (tuan bao), 68-
70, 220, 272

Notebook (Boswell), 337

Nottingham, nha hét &, 141

Nugent, Dr. Christopher (d.1755), 310

Nuncomar (d. 1775), 98

0
Odisha,
Onslow, Dai tA George (1731-1814), 77
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Opie, Amelia (1769-1853), 231
Otway, Thomas (1652-85), 142
Oudh, cac ba hoang ctia, 99, 104
Oudh, Nawab ctia, 99

P

Paley, William (1743-1805), 127, 131

Palladio, Andrea (1518-80), 155-6

Papin, Denis (1647-1712), 10

Paradise Lost (Milton), 203, 339

Paris, Hiép dinh (1782-83), 93

Park, Anna (fl. 1790), 206

Parsons, Nancy, 125

Paton, Betty (fl. 1785), 204

Patrick, Thanh (389?-461?), 192

Patriot, The (Johnson), 321

Paul, Lewis (fl. 1738), 9

Pavilliard, Muc sw (fl. 1753), 250, 264

Peel, Robert (1750-1830), 21

Peel, Sir Robert (1788-1850), 18

Pembroke, Huan twérc, 150

Percy, Thomas (1729-1811), 193,
272, 290

Phai Quakers, 32, 41, 123, 127, 323

Phai Whig, 48, 87; trieu dai
Hannover va, 61; phién tda
Hasting va, 102; phan doi
George III, 62; phai Tory so
voi, 34

Philosophical Enquiry into the
Origin of the Sublime and
Beautiful, A (Burke), 44

phu ni: & Anh, 18, 27, 118, 121-125,
231; trong cdng xudng, 5,18, 27
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Piozzi, Gabriel Mario (1740-1809),
330-31

Pitt Gia, William, B4 twéc
Chatham (1708-78), 29, 114,
142, 245, 278, 339; nhan
danh hiéu quy tdc: Ba twéc
Chatham, 65; Cach mang My
va, 40, 81, 84-89; cac chinh
sach can ban cla, 40; cang
déng chinh pht trén thyc té,
65; chét, 91; c4 tinh cla, 40-
41; tir chdi twére vi qui toc, 60.
CHIEN TRANH BAY NAM
(1756-63): 59; tng h Frederick
IL, 59, 63

Pitt Tré, William (1759-1806), 24,
56-58, 100-103, 130, 161: anh
hwéng cta Adam Smith Ién,
202; udng rwou, 115; chét,
116; song d4du v&i Tierney, 126;
thiu thdi va hoc vén, 56-57;
cac chinh sach kinh té clia, 101,
115; vao Nghi vién, 57; thanh
1ap “ndi cic”, 100; 1ap bd chinh
pht, 100; din dét chién tranh
chong nuwérc Phap cach mang,
116; ca tinh ca, 57; chinh sach
d6i véi An Do, 101-104; chinh
sach ddi voi Ireland, 116; tinh
cwong quyét cla, 57; Samuel
Johnson va, 322; ung hd céc
thudc dia My, 92

Plan for a Dictionary of the English
Language (Johnson), 297

Plassey, tran chién & (1757), 96-97

Pope, Alexander (1688-1744), 70,
144, 230, 275, 281, 333; phan ddi



budn ban nb 1€, 127; quan diém
ctia Samuel Johnson v&, 329

Porson, Richard (1759-1808), 52

Potter, John (d. 1747), 70

Potter, Thomas (d. 1759), 70

Pottle, Frederich A., 215

Poussin, Nicolas (1594-1665), 162

Pratt, Sir Charles (1714-94), 70

Prayers and Meditations
(Johnson), 129

Prévost, Tu vién tredng (Antoine-
Francois Prévost d’Exiles;
1697-1763), 339

Price, Richard (1723-91), 107-08

Principles of Moral and Political
Philosophy (Paley), 131

Pritchard, Hannah, nh@ danh
Vaughn (1711-68), 142

Public Advertiser, The (bao), 229

Public Ledger, The (tap chi), 229, 283

Pulteney, William, Ba twéc xtr Bath
(1864-1764), 60-61

R
Rabelais, Francois (1495-1553), 234
Radcliffe, Ann, nhéi danh Ward
(1764-1823), 45
Raeburn, Sir Henry (1756-1823),
184, 189
Rambler, The (Johnson), 229, 300, 306
Ramsay, Allan (1686-1758),
nha tho, 189
Ramsay, Allan (1713-84), hoa si,
64, 120, 189

Bang dan

Ranelagh, 150

Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia,
History of (Johnson), 294,
306-08, 315

Reflections on the Revolution in
France (Burke), 43, 108, 267

Reymnolds,
151, 164
Reynolds, Richard (fl. 1723), 6

Reynolds, Joshua(1723-92), 64,
103, 118-123, 143, 162, 163-
170, 201, 234, 278, 312, 333;
md ta Boswell bdi, 338; trong
“Cau lac bd”, 310; vé sw phat
trién ctia hoa si, 170; thiéu
thoi, 162; kiém song, 166-67;
quan diém thdm my cla, 168-
69; danh tiéng cua, 167-169,
172; Gainsborough va, 171-
174; Goldsmith va, 289-290;
bénh va chét, 170-171; Samuel
Johnson va, 335-337; ca tung
Michelangelo, 169; cac btrc hoa
phu nit va tré em cta, 165-67;
cha tich Han 1dm vién Nghé
thuit Hoang gia, 168; pham vi
vé chin dung, 162-168; nghién
cru &' Y, 163

Frances (1729-1807),

Ricardo, David (1772-1823), 139
Richard III (Shakespeare), 144-45
Richardson, Jonathan (1665-1745), 163
Richmond, Mary Bruce,

Nit Cong twérc xtt, 166
Riddell, Maria (fl. 1793), 214
Rights of Man (Paine), 113
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Rivals, The (Sheridan), 54
Robertson, William (1721-93), 127,
184-186, 190, 192, 256, 326
Robinson, Mary (Perdita), nhi

danh Darby (1758-1800), 142
Robinson, Sir James (fl. 1758), 12
Rockingham, Charles Watson-

Wentworth, Hau twére xir (1730-

82), 46, 65, 234; cac bd chinh

pht ctia, 65, 72, 85, 93, 182
Rodney, George Brydges, Admiral

(1719-92), 2
Roebuck, John (1718-94), 12
phong trao Ling man, 195 anh

hwéng ctia thoi Trung ¢6 1én, 273
La Ma c6 dai, 42
Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare), 141
Romney, George (1734-1802),

142, 176
Rosciad, The (Churchill), 272
Rosebery, Archibald Philip Primrose,

Huén twdc (1847-1929), 202
Rouelle, Guillaume-Frangois, 282
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques (1712-78),

42,113, 271
Rowlandson, Thomas (1756-1827), 161

Rowley, Thomas, “huyén thoai”
cla, 273

S
St. Andrews University, 185

Sainte-Beuve, Charles Augustin
(1804-69), 243, 266

San xudt, va Throng mai, 161
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Sandwich, Edward Montagu, Dé
nhat B4 twére xtt, 122

Sandwich, John Montagu, Dé t& B4
twdre xtt, 70, 120

Sansedoni, Porzia (fl. 1765), 222

Savage,
296-7

Savery, Thomas (1650?-1715), 10

Richard  (1697?-1743),

Savile, Sir George (1726-84), 132
Scarron, Paul (1610-60), 236, 333

School for Scandal, The [Trwong
hoc xt1 van], (Sheridan), 55, 142

“Scotia, xt yéu déu ta o1, viing dat
qué hvong ta!” (Burns), 208

Scotland, 3, 182-227; ndng nghiép
&, 183; bao loan chong Cong
gido @, 133; kién trtc &, 189;
my thuat &, 189; Cong gido &,
184; Nwéc Anh va, 182; Khai
minh &, 186-195; cic st gia
&, 189-191; Cach mang Cong
nghiép &, 183; dao ditc &, 189;
triét hoc &, 186-189; thi ca @,
192-195, 202-214; dan s cua,
183; Dao Tin Lanh &, 184; cac
tang 16p x4 hoi &, 183-84; Gido
hoi Kirk ctia, 185, 191, 206

“Scots wha’' hae wi’ Wallace bled”
(Burns), 212

Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832), 189,
209, 285

Selwyn, George (1718-91), 68, 120,
121, 130, 155

Senegal, 93

Sermons of Mr. Yorick [Nhirng



bai thuyét gidng cla ngai
Yorick] (Sterne), 234

Sévigné, Marie de Rabutin-Chantal,
Phu nhan de (1626-96), 240

Seévres, 158

Shah Alam, Mogul Emperor (r.
1759-1806), 96-98

Shakespeare, William (1564-1616),
245, 339; phuc hoi cla, 140-
148; Voltaire chi trich, 326

Shakespeare, 1& hoi, 147

Sharp, Granville (1735-1813), 128

She Stoops to Conquer (Goldsmith), 289

Sheffield, 24

Sheffield, John Baker Holroyd, Dé
nhét Ba twée xt (fl. 1780), 247

Shelburne, Sir William Petty,
(1737-1805), 178; ddu tay doi
voi Fullerton, 126; chirc vu
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Bang dan

cac hoat déng van hoc clia, 53-
54; cuéi Elizabeth Linley, 54;
trong ndi cac, 93-94; ddi tac
trong Nha hét Drury Lane, 147;
ca tinh va dung mao cuia, 53-

A

56; trong “Cau lac bd”, 310

Sheridan, Thomas, Cha (1687-
1738), 51

Sheridan, Thomas, Con (1719-88),
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235; nhitng kho khan gia dinh
clia, 231-32; thifu thoi va hoc
vén, 231; Elizabeth Draper va,
236-237; tinh &i lang nhang
clia, 236; thanh céng nhw tac
gia, 235; du hanh nwéc Phap,
235; viét Sentimental Journey,
236-37; viét Tristam Shandy,
232-36

Sterne, Lydia, 231

Sterne, Richard (1596?7-1683),
Tong giam muc x& York, 231

Stillingfleet, Benjamin (1702-71), 122

Stoke-on-Trent, 158

Stormont, David Murray, Huan
twére (1728?-83), 133

Strahan, William (1715-85), 230, 256

Stratford-on-Avon, 147

Strawberry Hill & Twickenham,
155, 242, 243, 246, 273, 334

Sudbury, ban phiéu bau, 33

376

Swift, Jonathan (1667-1745), 178,
236, 338

T

Taxation No Tyranny (Thu thué
khong la bao chinh) (1775;
Johnson), 322

Taylor, Dr. John (1711-88), 300

Terney, George (1761-1830), 126

Thanh gido (Pdc Lap), 130, 132

“Thénh ca Olney” (Cowper), 277

Theory of Moral Sentiments
(Luan vé tinh cdm dao dtrc)
(Smith), 196

Thicknesse, Philip (17207-92), 172

thi trin muyc réra (rotten borough), 33

thi trdn trong tai (pocket borough):
& Anh, 33, 254; & Ireland, 180

Thrale, Henry (1728-81), 329

thué khoa: & cac thudc dia My,
82-85; & Anh, 36

thudc 14, 120

thudc phién, 120

Thurlow, Edward, Pé nhit Nam
twérc Thurlow (1731-1806), 133

thay lyc va cong xwdng, 11

Thuyét cong loi (Utilitarianism), 139

tiéu thuyét, sw phat trién cta, 339

Times, The, 229

Tipu Sahib (1751-99), 99

“To a Louse on Seeing One on

a Lady’s Bonnet at Church”
(Burns), 208



“To Mary in Heaven” (Burns), 207

Tom jones (Fielding), 325

Tooke, John Horne (1736-1812), 73

Tory, phai, 48, 87; triéu dai Stuart
va, 61; ting hy George III, 61;
phéi Whig so sanh vé1i, 34

Traveller, or A Prospect of Society,
The (Ngwoi 1 khach, hay
mot vién canh vé x4 hoi)
(Goldsmith), 284

Treatise on Civil Architecture
(1759; Khéo ludn vé kién tric
dan sy) (Chambers), 156

Nature

Treatise on Human

(Hume), 195
Trinity College (¢ Ireland), 178
Triéu Hanover, 309
Triéu Stuart va Torries, 61
Tristam Shandy (Sterne), 232-236
Tucker, Josiah (1712-99), 15
Tu vién Medmenham, 130

U
Universal Chronicle, The, 306
Universal Etymological English

Dictionary, An (Bailey), 297

Unwin, Mary (1724-96), 277-281
Unwin, Dirc cha Morley (d. 1767), 276
Unwin, Susannah, 276
Unwin, William, 276
udng tra & Anh, 120

A%
Vathek (Beckford), 273
Vauxhall, 150

Bang dan

Venice Preserved (Venice dworc
bao toan) (Otway), 142

Verney, Ralph, P& nhi Ba twérc
(L.1765), 47, 102

Vesey, Elizabeth (1715?-91), 122, 235

vé sinh cOng cdng, 119

Vindication of Natural Society, or a
View of the Miseries and Evils
Arising to Mankind from Every
Species of  Artificial Society,
A (Burke), 42

Vindication of Some Passages in
the Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Chapters of the History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, A (Gibbon), 260

Virgil [Y: Vergilius] (70-19 tCn), 243

Vitruvius Pollio, Marcus (thé ky I
tCn), 155

Vocabolario (Accademia della
Crusca & Florence
[Y: Firenze]), 305

Vuon Kew, 156

w

Waldegrave, James, Dé nhat Huan
twéce (1715-63), 38, 247

Wallace, Robert (fl.1750), gido si
Scotland, 185

Walpole, Horace, B¢ t&r Huan
twére xt¢ Orford (1717-1797),
110, 121-123, 134, 142, 145, 154,
157, 227, 230, 240-247, 273,
305; vé Life of Johnson cua
Boswell, 338; Chatterton va,

377



Will va Ariel Durant

273-275; chét, 247; Phu nhan
du Deffand va, 245-246; thiéu
thoi va hoc van, 240-241; dwrgrc
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st gia, 247; vé ca nhan tinh clia
Anh, 128-129; anh hwdng cta
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